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'  Oh,  give  me  liberty  ! 
For  were  even  Paradise  my  prison, 
Still  I  would  long  to  leap  the  crystal  walls.' 

Drydek. 

'  A  happy  bit  hame  this  anld  warld  wad  be. 
If  men,  whan  they're  here,  would  make  shift  to  agree, 
And  ilk  said  to  his  neebor  in  cottage  an'  ha', 
'  Gome,  gie  me  your  hand,  we  are  brethren  a'.'  * 

HOBERT  NiCOL. 


*  The  inquiring  mind  wearies  not  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.' 

Antonio  Perez.  (TrcmsUuim.) 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

{To  be  read  imih  the  Chapter  on  the  ComtUution  of 
the  United  States,  vol.  ii.  p.  264,) 

CjINCE  the  text  passed  tbrough  the  presa,  I  haye, 
*^  thanks  to  the  kindness  of  some  of  my  American 
friends,  ascertained  that  the  salaries  of  the  Cahinet 
and  of  the  Attorney- General  now  amount  to  £1680 
a-year.  The  salary  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  has  also  been  raised.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  supplying  further  information  respect- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the 
omission  of  which  I  have  nothing  to  offer  except  an 
apology.  First,  I  should  have  mentioned,  at  page 
267  of  this  volume,  that  each  indiridoal  State  has 
its  own  Governor,  House  of  Representatives,  Senate, 
and  Judiciary,  and  that  the  representatives  sent  to 
Congress  at  Washington  are  elected  by  the  same 
body  that  return  the  representatives  of  the  several 
States.  The  senators  at  Wasliington  are  elected  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  individual  States. 

Secondly,  in  speaking  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I 
should  have  explained  that,  while  it  has  power  of  de- 
iaring  null  and  void  any  acts  of  indindual  States, 


or  even  of  the  Federal  Government  at  Washington,  if 

such  acts  are  contrary  to  the  Const! tutionj  there  is  an 

article  in  the  Constitution  itself  regulating  the  terms 

upon  which  alone    any  change  may  be   made,   and 

which  is  of  so  peculiar  and  conservative  a  character 

that  I  insert  it  in  full : — 

'  Abticle  V. — Power  of  Amendment. 

'  The  Congress^  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses 
$hall  deem  it  necessarj^  shall  propose  amendments  to 
this  Constitution,  or,  on  the  application  of  the  Legis- 
latures of  two-thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  call 
a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in 
either  case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  part  of  this  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the 
Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  several  States,  or 
by  conventions  in  three-fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or 
the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the 
Congress ;  provided  that  no  amendment  which  may 
be  made  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  afiect  the  first  and 
fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
and  that  no  State,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  de- 
prived of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate.' 

The  foregoing  article  is  a  remarkable  instance  of 
prudence  and  forethought,  and  acts  as  the  strongest 
safeguard  against  hasty  measures,  which  in  times  of 
great  excitement  may  sometimes  obtain  a  majority 
that  would  afterwards  be  regretted  by  all  parties.  If 
the  principle  involved  in  any  question  is  really  felt  to 
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be  of  vital  importance,  tlie  majority  can  dissolve  the 
Union  if  they  consider  the  object  in  view  worth  the 
sacrifice. 

The  reader  will  find  an  error  in  the  map,  and  also 
in  page  227,  vol.  ii.,  in  both  of  which  Nebraska  is 
put  down  as  a  slave  State ;  such  is  not  the  case.  In 
the  winter  of  1853  the  General  Government  esta- 
blished a  territorial  administration  in  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  (which  latter  embraces  the  Indian  territory), 
and  at  the  same  time  they  repealed  tlie  Missouri  com- 
promise {which  prohibited  the  introduction  of  slavery 
north  of  the  36**  30'  parallel  of  latitude),  leaving  it 
optional  with  the  inhabitants  to  estalilish  slavery. 
The  interests  of  Nebraska  and  all  other  territories  are 
watched  over  at  Washington  by  delegates  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  who  have  a  seat,  but  no 
vote.  This  sensible  arrangement  mighty  in  my 
humble  opinion,  be  adopted  in  this  country  with  re- 
ference to  our  colonies,  whose  wants  at  present  have 
no  interpreter  intimately  acquainted  with  colonial 
rs  in  either  branch  of  the  Legitslatnre. 


►e^i 


CHAPTEE  I. 
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Home  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers, 

TTAYING  made  the  necessary  preparations,  I  [igain 
■^^  put  myself  behind  the  boiling  kettle,  en  route 
to  the  republican  Athens.  The  day  was  intensely 
hot ;  even  the  nati^^es  required  the  windows  open,  and 
the  dust  being  very  lively,  we  soon  became  as  pow- 
dered as  a  party  going  down  to  the  Derby  in  the  ante- 
railway  days*  My  curiosity  was  excited  on  the  way, 
by  seeing  a  body  of  men  looking  like  a  regiment  of 
fox-hunters — all  well  got-up,  fine  stout  fellows — who 
entered,  and  filled  two  of  the  carriages.  On  inquiring 
who  kept  the  hounds,  and  if  tbey  had  good  runs,  a 
sly  smile  stole  across  my  friend's  eheekj  as  he  told  me 
tbey  were  merely  the  firemen  of  the  city  going  to  fra- 
ternize with  the  ditto  ditto  of  Boston,  It  stupidly 
never  occurred  to  me  to  ask  him  whether  any  pro- 
vision was  made  in  case  of  a  quiet  little  fire  de- 
veloping itself  during  their  absence,  fox  their  number 
was  legion,  and  as   active,   daring,  orderly  looking 
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2  BOSTON  AND  BOX.  [cH. 

fellows  as  ever  I  set  eyes  upon.  Jolly  apoplectic 
aldermen  of  our  capital  may  forsake  the  green  fat  of 
their  soup- making  deity,  to  be  feasted  by  their 
Parisian  fraternity,  without  inconvenience  to  any- 
body, except  it  be  to  their  fellow-passengers  in  the 
steamer  upon  their  return,  if  they  have  been  over- 
fed and  have  not  tempest-tried  organs  of  digestion. 
But  a  useful  body  like  firemen  migrating  should,  I 
confess,  have  suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of  asking 
what  substitutes  were  left  to  perform,  if  need  be,  their 
useftil  duties ;  not  having  done  so,  I  am  constrained 
to  leave  this  important  point  in  its  present  painful 
obscurity. 

A  thundering  whistle  and  a  cloud  of  steam  announce 
the  top  is  off  the  kettle,  and  that  we  have  reached 
Boston.  Wishing  to  take  my  own  luggage  in  a  hack- 
ney, I  found,  that  however  valuable  for  security  the 
ticketing  system  may  be,  it  was,  under  circumstances 
like  mine  at  present,  painfully  trying  to  patience.  In 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  however,  I  managed  to  get 
hold  of  it,  and  then  by  way  of  improving  my  temper, 
I  ascertained  that  one  of  my  boxes  was  in  a  state  of 
'pretty  considerable  all  mighty  smash.'  At  last  I  got 
off  with  my  goods  and  chattels,  and  having  seen  quite 
enough  of  the  American  palace-hotels  and  their  boun- 
tifully spread  tables,  and  of  the  unrivalled  energy 


with  which  the  meals  are  despatched;  remember- 
ing also  how  frequently  the  drum  of  my  ears  hud 
been  distracted  by  the  eteraal  rattling  and  crackling 
of  plates  and  dishes  for  a  couple  of  hundred  people, 
and  how  ray  olfactories  had  suffered  from  the  mixed 
odours  of  the  kitchen  produce ;  I  declined  going  to 
the  palatial  Severe  House — ^which  is  one  of  the  best 
hotels  in  the  Union— and  put  up  at  a  house  of  lem 
pretension,  where  I  found  both  quiet  and  comfort. 

To  write  a  description  of  Boston  when  so  many 
others  have  done  so  far  better  than  I  can  pretend  to 
do,  and  when  voluminous  gazetteers  record  almost 
every  particular,  would  be  drawing  most  unreasonably 
upon  the  patience  of  a  reader,  and  might  further  be 
considered  as  inferring  a  doubt  of  his  acquaintance 
with,  I  might  almost  say,  a  hackneyed  subject.  I 
shall  therefore  only  inflict  a  few  short  observations  to 
refresh  his  memory.  The  most  striking  feature  in 
Boston,  to  my  mind,  is  the  Common  or  Park,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  the  only  piece  of  gi'ound  in  or 
attached  to  any  city  which  I  saw,  deserving  the  name 
of  a  park.  It  was  originally  a  town  cow-pasture, 
and  called  the  Tower  Fields.  The  size  is  about 
fifty  acres ;  it  is  surrounded  with  an  iron  fencing, 
and  although  not  large,  the  lay  of  the  ground  is 
very  pretty.     It  contains   some  very  fine  old  trees, 
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which  every  traveller  in  America  must  know  are  a 
great  rarity  in  the  neighhourhood  of  any  populous 
town.  It  is  overlooked  by  the  State-house,  which  is 
built  upon  Beacon  Hill,  just  outside  the  highest  ex- 
tremity of  the  park,  and  from  the  top  of  which  a  splendid 
panoramic  view  of  the  whole  town  and  neighbourhood 
is  obtained.  The  State-house  is  a  fine  building  in 
itself,  and  contains  one  of  Chantrey's  best  works — 
the  statue  of  Washington.  The  most  interesting 
building  in  Boston,  to  the  Americans,  is  undoubtedly, 
Faneuil  Hall,  called  also  '  The  Cradle  of  Liberty/ 
Within  those  walls,  the  stem  oratory  of  noble  hearts 
striving  to  be  free,  and  daring  to  strike  for  it,  was 
listened  to  by  thousands,  in  whose  breasts  a  ready 
response  was  found,  and  who,  catching  the  glowing 
enthusiasm  of  the  orators,  determined  rather  to  be 
rebels  and  free,  than  subjects  and  slaves ;  the  sequel 
is  matter  of  history. 

I  shall  not  tax  the  temper  of  my  reader  by  going 
through  any  further  list  of  the  public  buildings,  which 
are  suflSciently  known  to  those  who  take  an  interest 
in  this  flourishing  community ;  but  I  must  hasten  to 
apologize  for  my  ingratitude  in  not  sooner  acknow- 
ledging that  most  pleasing  feature  in  every  traveller  s 
experience  in  America,  which  I  need  hardly  say  is 
hospitality. 

Scarce  was  my  half-smashed  box  branded  at  the 


hotel,  when  my  young  American  friend,  who  came 

from  England  with  our  party,  appeared  to  welcome 

me — perhaps  to  atone  for  the  lions  shture  of  cham* 

pagne    he   had   enjoyed    at  our   table  on  board  ihe 

steamer.*     Then  he  introduced  me  to  another,  and 

another  introduced  me  to  another  another,  and  another 

^Kmother  introduced  me  to   another  another  another, 

^Knd  so  on,  till  I  began  to  feel  I  must  know  all  the 

^?Kfe  of  Boston.     Club  doors  flew  open,  champagne 

corks    flew   out,  ciceroues,  pedal  and  vehicular,  were 

ever  ready  to  guide  me  by  day  and  feed  me  by  night, 

and  though  there  are  no  drones  in  a  Yankee  hive,  so 

koroughly  did  they  dedicate  themselves  to  my  com- 
rt  and  amusement,  that  a  person,  ignorant  of  the 
lie  state  of  tilings,  might  have  fancied  they  were  as 
idle  and  occupationless  as  the  cigar*pulfers  who  adorn 
some  of  our  metropolitan   club  steps,  the    envy  of 
passing  butcher-boys  and  the  liberal  distributors  of 
cigar-ends  to  unwashed  youths  who  hang  about  ready 
^Bo  pounce  upon  the  delicious  and  rejected  morsels, 
^^.mong  other  gentlemen  whose  acriuaiutance  I  had 
l^the  pleasure  of  making,   and  whose   hospitalities  of 
l^^onrse  I  enjoyed,  I  may  mention  Mr.  Prescott  and 
I     Mr.  Ticknor ;  the  former  highly  appreciated  in  the 
old  country,  and  both  so  widely  known  and  so  justly 


•  Vide  vol.  i,  page  8. 
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esteemed  in  the  world  of  literature.   As  I  consider  such 
men  public  property  ,1  make  no  apology  for  using  their 
names,  while  in  so  doing  I  feel  I  am  best  conveying  . 
to  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  society  which  a  traveller 
meets  with  in  Yankee  Athens. 

The  town  has  one  charm  to  me,  which  it  shares  in 
common  with  Baltimore ;  not  only  is  it  built  on  un- 
dulating ground,  but  there  are  old  parts  remaining, 
whereby  the  eye  is  relieved  from  the  tiring  monotony 
of  broad  and  straight  streets,  while  the  newer  parts 
form  a  pleasing  variety,  and  bear  gratifying  evidence 
of  the  increasing  wealth  of  its  intelligent  and  indus- 
trious population.  Then,  again,  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town  has  a  charm  for  a  wanderer  from  the  old 
country ;  the  roads  are  excellent,  the  fields  and  gar- 
dens are  tidied  up,  creepers  are  led  up  the  cottage 
walls,  suburban  villas  abound,  everything  looks  more 
clean,  more  soign^,  more  snug,  more  filled  and 
settled  than  the  neighbourhood  of  any  other  city 
I  visited  in  America,  and  thus  forces  back  upon 
the  mind  associations  and  reflections  of  dear  old 
home. 

Having  enjoyed  a  visit  to  a  friend  in  one  of  the 
suburban  villas  inland,  to  which  he  drove  me  in 
l^s  light  wagon,  another  vehicular  cicerone  insisted 
I  should  drive  out  to  his  uncle's,  and  spend  a  day  at 


his  marine  villa,  about  twelve  miles  distant.  I  joy- 
fully assented  to  so  pleasant  a  proposition,  and 
*  hitching  a  three-forty  before  a  light  wagon,'^as  the 
term  is  in  America — we  were  soon  bowling  away  mer- 
rily along  a  capital  road.  A  pleasant  drive  of  nine 
miles  brought  us  to  a  little  town  called  Lynn,  after 
Lynn  Regia  in  England,  from  which  place  some  of 
the  early  settlers  came.  How  often  has  the  traveller 
to  regret  the  annihilation  of  the  wtld  old  Indian 
names,  and  the  suhstitution  of  appelhitives  from  every 
creek  and  comer  of  the  older  continents  ;  with  Poqua- 
num,  Sagamore,  Wenepoykin,  with  Suscpiehanna, 
Wyoming,  Miami,  and  a  thousand  other  such  of 
every  length  and  sound,  all  cut-and-dried  to  hand,  it 
is  more  than  a  pity  to  see  so  great  a  country  plagi* 
urizingin  such  a  wholesale  manner,  Pekiiis^  Cantons, 
Turins,  Troys,  Caiinels,  Emmauses,  Cairos,  and  a 
myriad  other  such  borrowed  piumes,  plucked  from 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  and  hustled  higgledy-pig- 
gledy side  by  side,  without  a  single  element  or  asso- 
ciation to  justify  the  uncalled-for  robbery. 

Forgive  me,  reader, — all  this  digression  comes  from 
my  wishing  Lynn  had  kept  its  old  Indian  name  of 
Saugus  ;  from  such  little  acorns  will  such  great  oak- 
trees  spring. — ^To  resume.  The  Said  town  of  Lynn 
supplies  understandings  to  a  very  respectable  number 
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of  human  beings,  and  may  be  called  a  gigantic  shoe- 
maker's shop,  everything  being  on  the  gigantic  scale 
in  America,  It  employs  1 1,000,  out  of  its  total  popu 
lation  of  14,000  in  that  trade,  and  produces  annually 
nearly  5,000,000  of  women's  and  children's  boots, 
shoes,  and  gaiters,  investing  in  the  business  a  capital 
amountiDg  to  £250,000.  Moses  and  Son,  Hyam 
and  Co.,  NicoU  and  Co.,  and  the  whole  of  the 
three-halfpence- a-shirt-paying  capitalists,  can  show 
nothing  like  my  shoemakers'  shop,  '  fix  it  how  •you 
will/ — as  they  say  in  the  Great  Eepnhlic, 

The  three- forty  trotter  soon  left  boots,  shoes,  and 
all  behind,  and  deposited  us  at  the  door  of  the  uncle's 
villa^  where  a  friendly  hand  welcomed  us  to  its  hos- 
pitalities. It  was  very  prettily  situated  upon  a  cliff 
overlooking  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  which  said  cliff 
a  zigzag  stepway  was  cut  down  to  the  water,  for  the 
convenience  of  bathing*  The  grounds  were  nicely 
laid  out  and  planted,  and  promised  in  time  to  be  weU 
wooded,  if  the  ocean  breeze  driving  upon  them  did 
not  lay  an  embargo  upon  their  growth,  in  the  same 
heartless  manner  as  it  does  upon  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland,  where,  the  moment  a  tree  gets  higher  than 
a  mop  handle,  its  top  becomes  curved  over  by  the 
gales,  with  the  some  graceful  sweep  as  that  which  a 
successful   stable-boy   gives   a   birch   broom  aiter  a 
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I  day  8  soaking,  I  hope,  for  my  hospitable  friend's 
sake,  it  may  not  prove  true  in  his  case ;  but  I  saw 
in  ostrich-feathery  curve  upon  the  tops  of  some  of 
liis  trees  which  looked  ominous.  Having  spent  a 
very  pleasant  day,  and  enjoyed  good  cheer  and  good 
company,  Three-forty  was  again  'hitched  to;'  joined 
hands  announced  the  parting  moment  had  arrived; 
wreaths  of  smoke  Ji-om  fragrant  Havanas  ascended 
like  incense  from  the  shrine  of  adieu ;  *  G'hmg — the 
j  note  of  advance — was  sounded ;  Tliree-forty  sprang 
^HD  the  word  of  command ;  friends,  shoes,  and  shoe- 
makers were  soon  tailed  of;  and  ere  long  your 
humble  servant  was  nestling  his  nose  in  his  pillow  at 
Boston. 

Hearing  that  the  drama  was  investing  its  talent  in 
Abolitionism,  I  went  one  evening  to  the  theatre,  to 
see  if  I  could  extract  as  much  fun  from  the  metropolis 
of  a  free  state,  as  I  had  previously  obtained  from  the 
capital  of  slave-holding  Mtiryhmd;  for  I  knew  the 
Americans,  both  North  and  South,  were  as  ticklish  as 
young  ladies.  I  found  very  much  the  same  style  of 
thing  as  at  Baltimore,  except  that  her  abohtionist 
highness,  the  Duchess  of  Southemblack,  did  not 
appear  on  the  stage  by  deputy ;  but,  as  an  atonement 
the  omission,  you  had  a  genuine  Yankee  aboli- 
Itionist ;   poor  Uncle   Tom   and    his  fraternity  were 
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duly  licked  and  bullied  by  a  couple  of  heartless 
Southern  nigger-drivers ;  and  while  their  victims  were 
writhing  in  agony,  a  genuine  abolitionist  comes  on 
the  stage  and  whops  the  two  nigger-drivers,  amid 
shouts  of  applause.  The  suppliant  Southerners,  midst 
sobs  and  tears,  plead  for  mercy,  and  in  vain,  until  the 
happy  thought  occurs  to  one  of  them,  to  break  forth 
into  a  wondrous  tale  of  the  atrocities  inflicted  upon 
the  starving  and  naked  slaves  of  English  mines  and 
factories,  proving  by  contrast  the  superior  happiness 
of  the  nigger  and  the  greater  merciftilness  of  his 
treatment.  The  indignant  abolitionist  drops  the  up- 
raised cowhide,  the  sobs  and  tears  of  the  Southerners 
cease,  the  whole  house  thunders  forth  the  ecstasy  of 
its  delight,  the  curtain  drops,  and  the  enchanted 
audience  adjourn  to  the  oyster  saloons,  vividly  im- 
pressed with  British  brutality,  the  charms  of  slavery, 
and  the  superiority  of  abolitionism. 

How  strange  that  in  a  country  like  this,  boasting 
of  its  education,  and  certainly  with  every  facility  for 
its  prosecution — ^how  strange  that  in  the  very  Athens 
of  the  Bepublic,  the  deluded  masses  should  exhibit 
as  complete  ignorance  as  you  could  find  in  the  gallery 
of  any  twopenny-halfpenny  metropolitan  theatre  of 
the  old  country. 

Another  of  the  lions  of  Boston  which  I  determined 
to  witness,  if  possible,  was  *  spirit-rapping.*    A  friend 
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undertook   the   arrangement  for  me ;    but   so   fully 

were  the  hours  of  the  exhibitor  taken  up,  that  it  was 

live  days  before  we  could  obtain  a  spare  hour.     At 

length  the   time  arrived,   and  fortified  with  a   good 

dinner  and  a  skinful  of  *  Mnmm  Cabinet,"  we  pro- 

^Hceeded    to    the    witch  s    den.       The    witch    was    a 

clean    and   decent-looking  girl  about  twenty,  rather 

thin,    and    apparently   very   exhausted ;  gradually    a 

party    of  ten    assembled,    and    we    gatJiered    round 

the  witch's  table.     The  majority  were  ladies — those 

adorers  of  the  marvellous.     Tlie   names   of  friends 

^Brere    called    for ;    the    ladies    took    the    alphabet, 

'     and  running  over  it  with   the  point  of  a  pencil, 

t  the    spirit    rapped    as     the    wished- for    letter    was 

reached,     John    Davis  was   soon   spelt,    each   letter 

probably   having  been   indicated   by    the   tremulous 

^Bouch  of  EiffeGtionato  hope,     Harriet  Mercer  was  then 

rapped  out  by  the  obhging  spirit.     The  pencil  and 

the  alphabet  were  then  handed  to  me,  and  the  spirit 

being  asked  if  it  would  answer  my  inquiries,  and  a 

most  satisfactory  *  Yes  *  being  rapped  out,  I  proceeded 

1      to  put  its  powers  to  the  test.     I  concentrated  my 

^■thoughts  upon  a  Mr.  L^ — —  and  his  shop  in  Fleet- 

^^Itreet,  with  both  of  which  being  thoroughly  familiar, 

^  I  had  no  difficulty  in  lixing  my  attention  upon  them, 

?  pencil  was  put  in  motion,  powerful  ruppings  were 

rd  as  it  touched  the  D.     I  kept  my  gravity,  and 
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yrent  on  again  and  again,  till  the  name  of  the  illos- 
trious  dnke,  whose  death  the  civilized  world  was 
then  deploring  with  every  token  of  respect,  was  fully 
spelt  out.  The  witch  was  in  despair;  she  tried 
again  and  again  to  summon  the  rebellious  spirit,  but 
it  would  not  come.  At  last,  a  gentleman  present,  and 
who  evidently  was  an  habitv^  of  the  witch's  den,  pro- 
posed that  the  refractory  spirit  should  be  asked  if 
any  of  the  company  were  objectionable  to  it.  This 
being  done,  a  rattling  *  Yes '  came  forth,  upon  which 
each  person  asked  in  succession,  *  Am  I  objectionable 
to  you  ?'  There  was  a  dead  silence  till  it  came  to 
my  friend  and  myself,  to  each  of  whom  it  gave  a 
most  rappingly  emphatic  '  Yes/  Accordingly,  we  rose  ^ 
and  left  the  field  to  those  whose  greater  gullibility 
rendered  them  more  plastic  objects  for  working  upon. 
Never  in  my  life  did  I  witness  greater  humbug;  and 
yet  so  intense  was  the  anxiety  of  the  Boston  public 
to  witness  the  miracle,  that  during  all  the  day  and 
half  the  night,  the  spirit  was  being  invoked  by  the 
witch,  into  whose  pockets  were  pouring  the  dollars 
of  thousands  of  greater  gabies  than  myself,  for  many 
went  away  believers,  receiving  the  first  germs  of  im- 
pressions which  led  them  to  a  Lunatic  Asylum  or  an 
early  grave,  as  various  statistics  in  America  prove 
most  painfiilly. 
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>3 


To  show  the  extent  to  which  belief  in  these  absur- 
dities goes,  I  subjoin  an  extract  from  a  paper,  by  which 
it  appears   that  even    the  solemnities  of  a   funeral 
cannot  sober  the  minds  of  their  dehided  followers. 
Mr.  Calvin  R,  Brown^ — ^better  known  as  the  husband  of 
Mrs.  Anne    L.  Fish,  a  famous  *  spirit  medium'   in 
ew  York — having  died,  we  read  the  foUowing  notice 
of  the  funeral: — 'After  prayer,  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Brittan 
delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  dwelt  with  much 
eaj-nestness  upon  the  superiority  of  the  life  of  the 
spirit,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  body.    At  various 
points  in  his  address  there  were  rnppings,  sometimes 
apparently  on  the  bottom  of  the  coffin,  and  at  others 
upon  the  floor,  as  if  in  response  to  the  sentiments 
uttered.      After   concluding   Km   address.    Professor 
Brittan   read   a  communication   purporting  to   have 
come  from  the  deceased  after  his  entrance  into  the 
spirit  world.     While  it  was  being  read,  the  reporter 
states  that  the  rappings  were  distinctly  heard.  Several 
j^Bfiiends  then  sang,  '  Come,  ye  disconsolate,'  after  which 
^Hthe  Rev*  ^Ir.  Denning  made  a  few  remarks,  during 
j^Vwhieh  the  rappings  were   more  audible  than  before. 
Other   ceremonies   closed    the   funeral.      The   whole 
party,  preachers,  physicians,  and  all,  were  spiritualists,' 
c. 
But  I  have  before  me  a  letter  written  by  Judge 


Edmondsj  which  is  a  more  pdnful  exemplification  of 
the  insanity  superinduced  by  giving  way  to  these 
absurdities  ;  in  that  document  you  will  find  him  de- 
liberately stating  that  he  saw  heavy  tables  flying 
about  without  touch,  like  the  leaves  in  autumn  ;  bells 
walking  off  shelves  and  ringing  themselves,  &c. 
AlsOy  you  will  find  him  classing  among  his  co-believers 
*  Doctors,  lawyers,  clergmen,  a  Protestant  bishop,  a 
learned  and  reverend  president  of  a  college,  judges  of 
higher  courts,  members  of  congress,  foreign  ambas- 
sadors [I  hope  not  Mr.  Crarapt<*n],  and  ex*members 
of  the  United  States  Senate.'  For  the  benefit  of  those 
who  are  anxious  to  know  the  full  measure  of  foUy 
which  may  be  reached,  I  give  you  the  letter  in  exttnso 
in  the  Appendix  A,  Those  who  do  not  take  an  in- 
terest in  such  matters  need  not  refer  to  it. 

If  such  a  letter,  coming  from  such  a  quarter,  will 
not  make  any  wavering  spiritualist  turn  firom  his  folly, 
his  friends  had  better  write  to  Dr.  Conolly  and  engage 
lodgings  for  him  at  Hanwell  without  missing  a  post. 
—Let  us  now,  however,  return  from  this  digression. 

The  ladies  of  the  old  country  will  no  doubt  be 
astonished  to  hear  that  their  sisters  of  the  younger 
country  have  medical  colleges  in  various  States;  but, 
I  believe,  mostly  in  the  northern  ones.  To  what  ex- 
tent their  studies  in  the  healing  art  are  carried,  T  cannot 
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precisely  inform  them;  it  most  probably  will  not 
stop  at  combinations  of  salts  and  senna,  or  spreading 
plasters — for  which,  previous  nursery  practice  with 
bread  and  butter,  might  eminently  qualify  them.  How 
deeply  they  will  dive  into  the  mysteries  of  anatomy, 
unravelling  the  tfmgled  web  of  veins  and  arteries, 
and  mastering  the  intricacies  of  the  ganglionic  centre ; 
or  how  far  they  will  practise  the  subjugation  of  their 
feelings,  whether  only  enough  to  whip  off  some  pet 
finger  and  darling  little  toe,  or  whether  sufficiently  to 
perfolm  more  important  operations,  even  such  as 
Sydney  Smith  declared  a  courageous  little  prime 
minister  was  ready  to  undertake  at  a  minute's  notice; 
these  are  questions  which  I  cannot  answer;  but 
one  thing  is  clear,  the  wedge  is  entered.  How  far  it 
will  be  driven  in,  time  must  show.* 


•  The  Massachusetts  Legislature,  in  its  last  session,  appro- 
priated ftinds  to  the  New  England  Female  Medical  College, 
located  in  Boston,  to  pay  forty  students  for  five  years. 


CHAPTEE  II. 

Teaching  of  Youth,  and  a  Model  Jail. 

T  MUST  now  turn  to  a  more  important  and  inte- 
-*-  resting  feature  of  Boston,  Tiz.,  education.  We 
all  remember  how  the  religious  persecution  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  fettering  men  s  consciences, -drove 
a  devoted  band  of  deep-thinking  Christians  into  caves 
of  concealment,  and  how,  after  much  peril,  they 
escaped  in  1609,  in  the  reign  of  James  the  First,  to 
Amsterdam,  under  the  leadership  of  the  noble-hearted 
J.  Kobinson,  where,  after  sighing  long  for  a  return 
beneath  the  flag  of  the  country  of  their  birth,  they 
obtained  a  charter  from  the  Virginia  Company.  The 
first  division  of  them  embarked  on  board  '  The  May- 
flower,' a  small  vessel  of  180  tons,  and  sailed  from 
Plymouth  6th  September  1620,  landing  in  their  new 
and  barren  home  upon  the  nth  of  December.  These 
were  the  sturdy  champions  of  liberty  of  conscience, 
from  whom  the  New  Englanders  may  be  said  to  have 
sprung,  and  who  have  leavened  the  whole  community 
with  their  energy  and  indomitable  spirit :  such  men 


knew  how  to  appreciate  edtication,  as  the  leveller  of 
oppression  and  the  bulwark  of  ireedom;  and  it  is  there- 
for© no  wonder  that  the  American  Republic  recogiiises 
them  as  the  worthy  pioneers  of  that  noble  feature  in 
their  institutions — free  education  supplied  to  all  by 
the  State. 

Let  us,  then,  see  how  far  their  descendants  are 
treading  in  their  footsteps  upon  this  point.  I  speak  of 
Boston  and  its  150,000  inhabitants,  not  of  the  State. 
Ani  firstj  it  is  important  to  observe,  that  the  strict 
provisions  of  the  State  requirements  would  be  met 
by  three  schools,  and  three  teachers  with  assistants, 
whose  salaries  would  amount  to  £900,  The  actual 
provision  made  by  this  energetic  community,  is, — 
Schools:  I  Latin,  i  English,  22  grammar,  194  pri* 
mary, — total  for  salaries  £37,000.  And  that  it  may 
not  be  supposed  the  salaries  are  great  prizes,  it  is 
important  to  remark,  that  there  are  65  male  teachers, 
and  about  300  female  teachers.  The  highest  paid  are 
head*masters  of  Latin  and  English  schools,  £490; 
enb-masters  of  same,  and  head-masters  of  grammar, 
£300;  ushers,  assistants,  &c.,  from  £50  to  £160; 
id  female  teachers  from  £45  to  £60,  with  £5  addi- 
tional for  care  of  the  rooms. 

All  the  primary  schools  have  female  teachers ;  and 
ie  feeling  is  strongly  in  favour  of  females  for  in- 
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stracting  the  very  yonng,  their  patience  and  kindness 
heing  less  likely  to  foster  feelings  of  dread  and  dislike: 

The  total  amount  of  taxes  raised  in  the  city  is^  in 
round  numbers,  £250,000;  of  which  £65,000,  or 
more  than  one-fourth,  is  devoted  to  schools.  The 
total  value  of  all  public  school  estates  of  Boston,  up 
to  May  1851,  was  £260,000;  and  the  salary  of  the 
head-master  is,  within  a  few  pounds,  equal  to  that  of 
the  governor  of  the  State. 

Say,  then,  reader,  has  some  portion  of  the  spirit  of 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  descended  to  the  present  gene- 
ration, or  not? — a  population  of  150,000  devoting 
£260,000  to  education. 

Wherever  parents  are  unable  to  provide  books,  &c., 
the  children  are  supplied  with  the  use  of  them  gratis. 
All  corporal  punishment  is  strongly  discouraged,  but 
not  prohibited ;  and  all  inflictions  thereof  are  recorded 
for  the  information  of  the  Visiting  Board.  Having 
omitted  to  make  personal  inquiries  on  the  spot,  I 
obtained,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Ticknor, 
answers  to  the  following  questions  on  the  point  of 
religious  instruction : — 

I.  *  Are  the  pupils  at  your  normal  schools  obliged 
to  receive  religious  instruction  from  some  minister, 
and  to  attend  some  place  of  worship ;  or  may  they, 
if  they  prefer,  receive  no  such  instruction,  and  attend 
jU)  church  ?' 
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'  The  State  has  put  the  normal  schools  under  the 
Charge  of  the  Board  of  Education,  with  no  special  law 
or  instructions*  The  Board  of  Education  endeavours 
to  act  on  exactly  the  same  principles  as  those  which 
the  law  has  laid  down  with  respect  to  the  common 
schools*  The  Board  requires  that  the  pupils  of  the 
normal  schools  attend  some  place  of  worship,  the 
pupil  making  his  own  choice.  These  schools  are 
opened  every  morning  with  reading  the  Scriptures, 
singing,  and  prayer.  The  moral  conduct  of  the 
pupils  is  carefully  watched  over,  and  instruction  is 
given  in  respect  to   the  best  methods   of  trainiiag 

^■he  young  in  religion  and  morals.      The  reHgious 

^^eftcMng  is  ethical,  not  doctrinal/ 

I  2,    'Are  the  children    at   your   common   schools 

obliged  to  receive  some  religious  instruction,  or  if 
their  parents  express  a  wish  they  should  not  receive 
any  at  school,  is  the  wish  complied  with  ?' 

CI  *  The  law  requires  all  teachers  to  instruct  their 
pupils  'in  the  principles  of  piety,*  and  forbids  any 
sectarian  hooka  to  be  introduced  into  the  pubhc 
schools.  The  school  committees  of  each  town  pre- 
icribe  the  class-books  to  be  used,  and  commonly 
make  the  Bible  one  of  those  books.  The  teacher  is 
expected  to  follow  the  law  in  respect  to  teaching  th© 
principles  of  piety,  without  any  instruction  from  tha 
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school  committee,  and  is  almost  always  allowed  to 
do  this  in  his  own  way,  unless  he  is  guilty  of  some 
impropriety,  in  which  case  the  school  committee 
interferes.  He  usually  has  devotional  exercises  at 
the  opening  of  tlie  school,  and  reads  the  Scriptures, 
or  causes  them  to  be  read,  as  an  act  of  worship^ 
whether  they  are  prescribed  by  the  committee  or  not 
Many  teachers  take  that  occasion  to  remark  upon 
topics  of  morality,  and  thereby  aim  to  prevent  mis 
conduct.  Indeed  the  Bible  is  much  relied  on  as  a 
means  of  discipline  rather  for  preventing  wrong-doing, 
than  for  correcting  it, 

*No  minister,  as  such,  gives  religious  instruction  in 
any  of  our  public  schools.  Ministers  are  commonly  on 
the  school  committees,  and  wheo  visiting  the  schools,  as 
committees,  exhort  the  children  to  good  behaviour, 
and  to  a  religious  life. 

'  No  cases  are  known  of  parents  wishing  their  chil- 
dren to  he  excused  from  such  religious  instruction, 
except  with  the  Catholics,  who  sometimes  desire  that 
their  children  be  excused  firom  the  devotional  exercises, 
especially  from  reading  the  Protestant  version  of  the 
Bible.  Even  this  is  very  rare  where  the  teacher  him- 
self reads  the  Scriptures  in  connexion  with  other  devo- 
tional exercises.  It  occurs  most  frequently  where  the 
children  are  required  to  use  the  Bible  themselves, 


either  in  devotional  exercises  or  in  a  reading  lesson* 
But  those  wishes  are  not  often  regarded,  because  the 
committee  has  a  legal  right  to  prescribe  the  Bible  as 
a  school-book,  and  to  recj^uire  all  the  pupils  to  com- 
ply with  all  the  regulations  of  the  schooL  In  some 
few  instan(^es,  committees  have  thought  it  expedient 

ED  allow  the  Douay  version  to  be  used  by  Catholic 
hildren;  but  it  amounts  to  nothing,  as  it  is  an 
betract  point  started  by  the  priests,  for  which  pareuts 
are  but  little  ;  besides,  it  is  objected  that  the  Douay 
version  with  its  glosses  is  '  a  sectarian  book/  whereas 
the  common  English  version  without  note  or  com- 
ment is  not.* 

Scholars  desirous  of  entering  the  higher  schools 
are  generally  required  to  pass  through  the  lower,  and 
bring  therefrom  certificates  of  capacity  and  conduct. 
In  the  statute  of  the  State,  with  reference  to  educa- 
tion^ all  professors,  tutors,  instructorSj  &c.,  are  en* 
joined  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  those  com- 
mitted  to  their  charge  *  the  principles  of  piety,  justice, 
a  sacred  regard  to  truth,  and  love  of  their  country/ 
Among  the  various  subjects  in  connexion  with  educa- 
tion, in  which  instruction  is  given  in  these  schools, 
it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  one,  which,  I  beheve, 
is  all  but  totally  neglected  in  England.  By  legis- 
lative   enactment,    section    2,    'All   school-teachers 
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fthall  hereafter  be  examined  in  their  knowledge  of 
the  elementary  principles  of  physiology  and  hy- 
giene, and  their  ability  to  give  instructions  in  the 
same.' 

The  School  Committee  consists  of  two  members 
from  each  of  the  twelve  wards  of  the  city,  chosen 
annually^  and  assisted  by  the  Mayor  and  President  of 
the  Common  Council,  The  average  expense  of  each 
scholar  at  the  primary  schools  is  25*.  per  annum, 
and  at  the  higher  schools  three  guineas.  Under  the 
foregoing  system^  I2,ocm:>  children  are  instructed 
annually  at  the  primary  schools,  and  io,cxx3  at  the 
higher  schools,  which  aggregate  of  22,000  will  give 
an  attendance  of  nearly  70  per  cent,  upon  all  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  to  whom 
the  avenues  of  knowledge,  from  the  lisping  letters  of 
infancy  to  the  highest  branches  of  philosophy,  are 
freely  opened. 

Tlirough  the  kindness  of  5klr.  B.  Seaver,  the  mayor 
of  Boston,  I  was  enabled  to  visit  several  of  these 
schools,  the  cleanliness  of  which,  as  well  as  their 
good  ventilation,  was  most  satisfactory.  The  plan 
adopted  here,  of  having  the  stools  made  of  iron  and 
screwed  on  to  the  floor,  with  a  wooden  seat  fixed  on 
the  top  for  each  pupil,  and  a  separate  desk  for  every 
two,  struck  me  as  admirably  calculated  to  improve 
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ventilation  and  check  sky-larking  aod  noise.  The 
niimber  of  public  schools  in  the  whole  State  is  4056, 
which  are  open  for  seven  months  and  a  half  in  the 
'ear,  and  the  average  attendance  of  scholars  is 
145,000  ;  besides  which  there  are  749  private  schools, 
with  16,000  scholars.  It  is  a  carious  fact,  and  bears 
strong  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  public  schools, 
that  while  they  have  increased  by  69  during  the  year, 
the  private  schools  have  decreased  by  35.  The  fore- 
going sketch  is  from  the  oflScial  Eeports,  printed  at 
Boston  in  1853. 

In  addition  to  these  schools,  there  are  four  colleges, 

Eree  theological  seminaries,  and  two  medical  schools  ; 
these,  I  shall  only  notice  oue  of  the  colleges  which 
visited,  and  which  enjoys  a  high  reputation — ^viz., 
arvard  College — or  Cambridge,  as  it  is  sometimes 
Ued,  firom  the  village  where  it  is  situated.  The  his- 
tory of  this  college  is  a  wholesome  proof  how  a  small 
institution,  if  duly  fostered  by  a  nation,  may  even* 
tually  repay  future  generations  with  liberal  interest. 
Established  in  1636,  by  a  vote  of  £400,  it  obtained 
the  name  of  Harvard,  from  the  bequeathment  by  a 
reverend  gentleman  of  that  name,  a.d.  1638,  of  the 
sum  of  £780,  and  300  volumes.  Its  property  now 
amounts  to  upwards  of  £100,000,  and  it  is  divided 
Ive  departments — ^collegiate,  law,  medical,  theo- 
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logical,  and  scientific — affording  education  to  6j3 
students,  of  whom  one- half  ore  undergraduates. 
There  are  forty -five  instructors,  all  men  of  unques* 
tionable  attainments,  and  capable  of  leading  the 
stndents  up  to  the  highest  steps  of  every  branch  of 
knowledge ;  the  necessary  expenses  of  a  student  are 
about  forty-five  pounds  a  year  ;  the  fee  for  a  master 
of  arts,  including  the  diploma,  is  one  pound  sterling. 

Meritorious  students  whose  circumstances  require 
it,  are  allowed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Faculty,  to  be 
absent  for  thirteen  weeks,  including  the  winter  vaca- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  teaching  schools*  Parents 
who  think  their  sons  unable  to  take  care  of  their  own 
money,  may  send  it  to  a  patron  duly  appointed  by 
the  College,  who  will  then  pay  all  bills  and  keep  the 
aceountB,  receiving  as  compensation  two  and  a  half 
per  cent*  I  think  the  expenses  of  this  establishment 
will  astonish  those  who  have  had  to  *  pay  the  piper* 
for  a  smart  young  man  at  Oxford,  as  much  as  the 
said  young  man  would  have  been  astonished,  had  bis 
allowance  while  there  been  paid  into  the  hands  of 
some  prudent  and  crusty  patron.  Tandems  and  tin 
boms  would  have  been  rather  at  discount— cum 
plurihug  aliis. 

The  College  has  a  look  of  antiquity,  which  is  par- 
ticularly pleasant  in  a  land  where  almost  everything 
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is  spick-and-fipim  new ;  bot  the  rooms  I  thought  low 
and  stuffy,  and  the  walls  and  passages  bad  a  neglected 
plaster-broken  appearance.  There  are  some  very  fine 
old  trees  in  the  green,  whicb,  tlirowing  their  shade 

^ver  the  time-woni  building,  help  to  give  it  a  venerable 
appearance.  A  new  school  of  science  has  just  been 
built  by  the  liberality  of  Mr,  Lawrence,*  late  Minister 
of  the  United  Stj^tes  in  this  country,  and  I  may  add 
that  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  College  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  private  liberality. 

As  the  phonetic  Bystem  of  education  has  been 
made  a  Bubject  of  so  much  discussion  in  the  United 
States,  I  make  no  apology  for  inserting  the  follow- 
ing lengthy  observations  thereon.  A  joint  conamittee 
on  Education,  appointed  to  inquire  into  its  merits 
by  the  Senate,  in  1851,  reported  that  there  was  evi- 
dence tending  to  show,^ — ^'That  it  will  enable  the 
pupil  to  learn  to  read  phonetically  in  one-tenth  of 
the  time  ordinarily  employed.  That  it  will  enable 
the  learner  to  read  the  common  type  in  one-fourth 
of  the  time  necessary  according  to  the  usual  mode 

f  instruction.     That  its  acquisition  leads  the  pupil 


Such  giflB  during  the  lifetime  of  the  donor  are,  in  my 
estimation,  better  evidences  of  liberality  and  steal  in  a  cause, 
than  the  moat  munificent  boqueats  even  of  a  Stephen  Gerard, 
who  only  gave  what  he  could  no  longer  enjoy. 
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to  the  correct  proDimciation  of  every  word.  That 
it  will  present  to  the  missionary  a  superior  alphabet 
for  the  representation  of  hitherto  unwritten  lan- 
guages/ &o, — A  similar  committee,  to  whom  the 
question  waa  referred  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  1^52,  state  that  during  the  past  year  the 
system  had  been  tried  in  twelve  public  schools,  and 
that,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  teachers, 
children  evinced  greater  attachment  to  their  books, 
and  learnt  to  read  with  comparative  ease;  and  they 
conclude  their  report  in  these  words: — 'Impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  phonetic  system,  which, 
if  primarily  learnt,  according  to  the  testimony  pre- 
sented, would  save  two  years  of  time  to  each  of  the 
two  hundred  thousand  children  in  the  State,  the 
committee  would  recommend  to  school  committees  and 
teachers,  the  introduction  of  the  phonetic  system  of 
instruction  into  all  the  primary  schools  of  the  State, 
for  tlie  purpose  of  teaching  the  reading  and  spelling 
of  the  common  orthography,  with  an  enunciation 
which  can  rarely  he  secured  by  the  usual  method, 
and  with  a  saving  of  time  and  labour  to  both  teachers 
and  pupils,  which  will  enable  the  latter  to  advance  in 
physical  and  moral  education  alone  until  they  are  six 
vears  of  age,  without  any  permanent  loss  in  the 
information  they  will  ultimately  obtain/ 


One  gentleman  of  the  minority  of  the  committee 

I  Bent  in  a  very  strong  report  condemning  the  system* 

I  He  declares  *  the  system  is  nothing  but  an  absurd 

I  attempt  to  mystify  and  perplex  a  subject,  which  ought 

|to  he  left  plain  and  clear  to  the  common  apprehen* 

j«ion3  of  common  men.'     Further  on  he  states,  *  No 

linman  ingenuity  can  show  a  reason  for  believing  that 

the  way  to  learn  the  true  alphabet,  is  first  to  study  a 

false  alphabet;  that  the  way  to  speak  words  rigbtly, 

is  to  begin  by  spelling  them  wrong;  that  the  way  to 

I  teach  the  right  use  of  a  letter,  is  to  begin  by  giving  a 

false  account  of  a  letter-     Yet  the  phonetic  system, 

BO  far  as  it  is  anything,  is  precisely  this/     Then 

again  with  reference  to  the  eight  specimen  scholars, 

taken  from  a  school  of  fifty,  and  who  were  exhibited, 

he  observes,  '  they  were  the  same  as  those  who  were 

examined  a  year  ago;  nothing  is  said  of  tlie  other 

forty-two.     It  is  not  necessary  to  say  anytliiug  more 

of  the  character  of  such  evidence  as  this;*  and  be 

'%inds  up  by  ohsening :  *  Such  a  mode  of  instruction 

would,  in  his  opinion,  waste  both  the  time  and  tlie 

labour  employed  upon  it,  and  complicate  and  em- 

harrass  a  study,  which  in  its  true  shape  is  perfectly 

simple  and  clear/     The  following  old  anecdote  would 

rather  tend  to  prove  that  spelling   and  reading  were 

not  either  *  simple  or  clear'  to  a  Lancashire  judge, 
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vrbo»  having  asked  the  name  of  a  witness^  and  not 
catching  the  word  exactly,  desired  him  to  spell  it, 
which  he  proceeded  to  do  thus: — *  O  double  T,  I  double 
U,  E  double  L,  double  U,  double  O,  D/  The  learned 
judge  laid  down  his  pen  in  astonishment,  and  after 
two  or  three  unsuccessful  efforts  at  last  declared  he 
was  nnable  to  record  it — so  puzzled  was  he  with  the 
'simple'  spelling  of  that  clear  name — Ottiwell  Wood. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Teacher  of  January,  1853, 
there  is  the  report  of  a  committee,  in  which  they  state 
*  that  children  taught  solely  by  the  phonetic  system, 
and  only  twenty  minutes  each  day,  outstripped  all 
their  compeers/  They  further  add  that  'the  phonetic 
Bystem,  thus  beneficial  in  its  effects,  has  been  intro- 
duced into  one  hundred  and  nineteen  public  and  five 
priTate  schools,  and  that  they  have  reason  to  belieye, 
that  no  committee  ever  appointed  to  examine  its 
merits  have  ever  reported  adverse  to  it;*  and  they 
conclude  by  strongly  *  recommending  teachers  to  test 
the  merits  of  the  system  by  actual  trial  in  their 
schools.'  Then  again  in  the  following  number  of 
tiieir  journal  they  strongly  condemn  the  system  as 
both  useless  and  impracticable. 

Having  carefully  weighed  the  arguments  on  both 
sides,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  objections 
of  those  who  condemn  the  system  are  partly  owing  to 


the  fact,  that  while  reacliing  theix  present  advanced 
state  of  knowledge,  tbey  have  entirely  forgotten  their 
own  struggles,  and  are  thus  insensihly  led  to  overlook 

kthe  confusion  and  difficulty  which  must  ever  arise  in 
the  infant  mind,  where  similar  comhiuations  produce 
dissimilar  sounds.  An  infant  mind  is  incapahle  of 
grasping  differences,  hut  understands  readily  simple 
facts;  if  what  meets  the  eye  represent  a  certain  fixed 
sound,  the  infant  readily  acquires  that  sound;  but  if 
the  eye  rest  on  o,  ti,  g,  h,  as  a  eomhination,  and  the 
endeavour  is  made  to  teach  him  the  endless  varieties 
of  sound  produced  thereby,  his  little  mind  becomes 
puzzled,  his  ideas  of  trath  become  confusedj  his  me- 
mory becomes  distrusted,  and  his  powers  of  reading 
become  retarded  by  the  time  occupied  in  the — to  him 

HL-most  uninteresting  task  of  learning  a  host  of  un- 
meaning sounds.  The  iuevitable  consequence  is  that 
the  poor  little  victim  becomes  disheartened,  rendering 
a  considerable  amount  of  additional  trouble  and — 
which  is  far  more  difficult  to  find — ^patience  necessary 
upon  the  part  of  the  teacher, 

^B  Common  sense  points  out,  that  the  reading  of 
phonetic  words  must  be  more  easily  learnt  than  the 
reading  of  the  aphonetic  words,  of  which  our  language 
is  essentially  composed.  The  real  question  is  simply 
this.     Does  the  infant    mind    advance  with    such 


rapidity  under  phonetic  teaching,  as  to  enable  it  at 
a  certain  age  to  transfer  its  powers  to  orthodox  ortho- 
graphy, and  reach  a  given  point  of  knowledge  there- 
in, with  less  trouble,  and  in  a  shorter  space  of  time, 
than  those  infants  do  who  are  educated  upon  the  old 
system  ?  If  phonetic  teaching  has  this  effect,  it  is  an 
inestimable  boon,  and  if  not,  it  is  a  complete  humbug. 
It  should  also  be  home  in  mind,  that  the  same  argu- 
ments which  hold  good  in  the  case  of  infants  wiU 
apply  also  in  a  great  degree  to  adults  who  wish  to 
learn  to  read,  and  to  foreigners  commencing  the  study 
of  our  language.  Whether  any  further  use  of  pho- 
netics is  either  desirable  or  practicable,  would  be  a 
discussion  out  of  place  in  these  pages. 

When  any  startling  novelty  is  proposed,  enthusiasts 
carry  their  advocacy  of  it  so  far  as  often  to  injure  the 
cause  they  wish  to  serve ;  on  the  other  hand,  too 
many  of  the  educated  portion  of  the  community  are 
so  strenuously  opposed  to  innovation,  as  to  raise  diffi- 
culties rather  than  remove  them.  Has  not  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  age  been  long  calling  for  changes 
in  the  law  of  partnership,  divorce,  &c.,  and  is  not 
8ome  difficulty  always  arising?  Has  not  the  com- 
mercial world  been  crying  aloud  for  decimal  coinage 
and  decimal  weights  and  measures^  and  are  not  edu- 
cated men  constantly  finding  some  objections,  and 
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^nrill  they  not  coDtinue  to  do  so,  until  some  giant 
mind  springs   up  able  to  grasp  the  herculean  task, 
and  force  the  boon  upon  the  community  ?    Were  not 
steamboats  and  railways  long  opposed  as  being  little 
Bbetter  than  Insane  visions  ?    Did  not  Doctor  Lardner 
prove  to  demonstration  that  railway  carriages  could 
never  go  more  than  twenty  miles  an  hour,  owing  to 
the  laws  of  resistancCj  friction,  kc,    and   did  not 
Brunei  take  the  breath  out  of  him,  and  the  pith  out 
of  his  arguments,  by  carrying  the  learned   demon- 
strator mih   him    on   a    locomotive,  and    whisking 
him  ten  miles  out  of  London  in  as  many  minutes  ? 
Wlien  I  see  that  among  so  intelligent  and  practical 
a  people  as   the  New  En  glanders — a  people  whose 
thoughts  and  energies  are  so  Inxgely  devoted  to  edu 
cation  —  one   hundred   and   nineteen    schools    have 
^bdopted  the  phonetic  system,  I  cannot  hut  look  back 
^Ho  the  infancy  of  steam,  and  conclude,  that  there  must 
^ne  more  advantages  in  that  system  tlian  its  opponents 
^^Beem  disposed  to  allow  it  to  possess. 

The  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  in  Eng- 
land, to  whom  the  funds  set  apart  for  educational 
purposes  are  intrusted,  authorized  the  printing  of 
phonic  books  for  schools  some  years  since;  but 
authorizing  books  without  training  masters  to  teach 
tliem,  is  about  as  useful  as  putting  engines  into  a 
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fihip  without  supplyiDg  eaigineers  to  work  them. 
Besides  which^  their  phonic  system  was  in  itself  con- 
Aising  and  objectionable;  they  have  also  informed  the 
public^  that  the  system,  in  varioas  forms,  is  almost 
universally  adopted  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Hol- 
land, Prussia,  and  Germany.* 

I  should  also  mention  that  other  systems  have  been 
tried  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  that  those 
teachers  who  employ  them,  speak  highly  of  their  ad- 
vantages, especially  in  the  latter  country.  I  hare 
now  a  paper  before  me  called  The  Reading  Reformer, 
in  which  I  find  the  following  sentence,  which  tends  to 
show  that  the  system  is  approved  of  in  France  in  the 
highest  quarters  i' — *  The  phonetic  method  of  primary 
instruction  is  used  in  the  5th  regiment  of  the  line, 
the  1 2th  light,  the  Penitentianr  of  St.  Germain,  and 
the  House  of  Correction  for  young  prisoners.  The 
Minister  of  War  has  ordered  that  French  should  be 
taught  by  this  method  to  the  young  Arabs,  in  the 
three  schools  of  Algiers,  Oran,  and  Philipville.' 


•  The  expense  of  printing  proper  books  is  aometimei 
mentioned  as  an  objection,  on  acconut  of  requiring  new 
types  for  the  new  sooadB  taught.  No  expense  can  outweigh 
the  value  of  a  change  by  which  education  can  bo  facilitated ; 
but  even  this  difficulty  has  been  obviated  by  Major  B^niowBki'B 
plan.  He  obtains  the  new  symbols  requisite  by  simply 
inverting  a  certain  number  of  lettera  for  that  purpose. 
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One  great  mistake  has  been  made  by  the  champions 

"of  this  mode  of  teaching,  which  is  more  fatal  to  its 

success — in  my  opinion — than  any  difficulty  raised 

by  its  opponents,  and  that  is  the  adoption  by  each 

champion  of  his  own  pecuhar  phonetic  alphabet ;  and 

for  which  he  claims  a  superiority  over  the  alphabets 

of  others.   The  absurdity  of  this  perpetual  strife  must 

T>e  palpable.   If  a  Fireworshipper  were  to  be  converted, 

what  hopes  of  success  would  there  he,  if  a  Mormonite 

and  a  Mussulman  were  placed  on  one  side  of  him,  and 

a  Free  Kirk  man  and  a  Jesuit  on  the  other?     The 

public,  as  regards  phonetic  teaching,  are  precisely  in 

bat  Fireworshipper's   position.     Reader,   you  must 

'form  your  own  opinion.     I  offer  none;  and  now, with 

your  permission  we  will  quit  the  region  of  speculation, 

I  and  return  to  sober  fact. 
I    One  of  the  most  striking  buildings  I  visited  duriug 
my  stay   at  Boston  was  the  jail ;    the  airiness  and 
pleanliness  were   both  perfect,  and  the  arrangement 
iv^s  to  me  totally  novel.     Independent  of  the  ground 
outside,  which  is  walled  all  rouud,  the  jail  itself  is 
built  tinder  a  large  outer  case,  affording  abundance  of 
light  and  ventilation.     This  outer  building  forms  a 
^^^BBonidor   all  round  the  jail,  affording   protection   to 
^^^fthe  keepers  from  all  weathers,  and  thus  enables  them 
^*to  keep  an  efficient  watch  over  the  inmates.     Sup- 
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posing  any  prisoner  to  escape  from  his  cell,  he  is  still 
hemmed  in  hy  this  outer  case,  which  has  only  one 
door,  so  situated  that  no  one  can  approach  it  without 
being  seen  from  a  considerable  distance ;  and,  even  if 
these  difficulties  be  overcome,  the  outer  wall  common 
to  all  prisons  still  remains.  As  far  as  I  could  learn, 
no  prisoner  has  ever  been  able  to  force  his  way  out. 
At  night  a  blaze  of  gas  in  the  outer  hall  lights  all 
the  dormitories  and  the  corridor  which  runs  round 
outside  the  jail,  thus  rendering  escape  as  difficult  at 
night  as  in  broad  daylight.  Water  is  freely  sup- 
plied to  every  room  on  every  story,  and  means  of 
bathing  are  arranged  in  various  parts  of  the  build- 
ing. School-rooms,  private  rooms,  and  a  chapel  are 
all  contained  within  this  leviathan  outCT  case.  In 
short,  to  those  who  take  an  interest  in  improving 
the  airiness  of  jails  and  the  security  of  prisoners, 
this  building  is  well  worth  the  most  careful  ex- 
amination, and  I  trust  we  may  some  day  profit 
by  the  improvements  which  the  ingenuity  of  the 
New  Englanders  have  here  exhibited,  for  the  fre- 
quent escapes  from  our  jails  prove  that  some  change 
is  requisite. 

The  Bostonians  have  applied  the  telegraph  to  a 
most  important  use,  which,  I  believe,  we  have  to- 
tally overlooked  in  England.     The  town  is  divided 
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into  sectioas,  in  each  of  which  are  a  certain  number 
of  stations;  all  of  these  latter  have  a  telegraph-office, 
:>mnianicatiiig  with  one  grand  central  office,  by  which 
Bans  they  explain  where  the  fire  is.  The  central 
ice  immediately  indicates  to  every  section  the  infor- 
ation  thus  obtained  by  the  ringing  of  alarm-bells ; 
andj  by  this  method,  every  fire-station  in  the  city  is 
informed  of  the  locahty  of  the  danger  within  a  few 
minutes  after  its  occurrence. 

The  naval  arsenal  at  Boston  is  moderate  in  size, 
kept  very  clean,  but  when  I  visited  it  there  were  little 
signs  of  activity  or  life.  They  have  only  three  building 
sheds,  in  one  of  which  a  vessel  has  been  in  progress 
for  twenty  years;  the  other  two  are  vacant.  The 
principal  featiu-e  is  the  rope-walk,  which  is  1640  feet 

I  long,  and  worked  by  steam  power. 
I  The  United  States  being  on  firiendly  terms  with 
fengland,  and  so  far  removed  from  Europe  and  its 
politics  and  its  disturbances*  p»ys  comparatively  little 
attention  to  its  navy,  which  is  small  when  considered 
in  reference  to  the  size  and  wealth  of  tlie  country, 
and  the  extent  of  its  seaboard, 
I  The  convention  for  the  amendment  of  the  oonati- 

^Bution  being  in  session,  I  was  enabled^  through  the 
^      kindness  uf  Mr.  Sumner,  the  senator  far  the  State,  to 
witness  their  proceedings,  which  were  conducted  with 
D  2 
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becoming  dignity;  the  speakers,  if  not  eloquent, 
at  least  ^adhered  to  the  subject  under  discussion, 
in  a  manner  some  of  the  wordy  and  wandering  gen- 
tlemen in  our  House  of  Commons  might  imitate 
with  advantage. 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  town  is  brought  from 
Lake  Gochitnate,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles ;  and  the 
length  of  piping  in  connexion  with  it  is  upwards  of 
loo  miles.  The  State  authorized  a  city  debt  of 
£900,000  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  under- 
taking and  purchase  of  the  ground,  &c.  The  annual 
receipts  amount  to  £36,000,  which  will  of  course 
increase  with  the  population.  Dwelling-houses  pay 
from  £1  as  high  as  £15  tax,  according  to  their  con- 
sumption. The  average  daily  expenditure  in  1853 
was  about  7,000,000  gallons,  or  nearly  50  gaUons 
per  head. 

Before  leaving  Boston,  I  may  as  well  give  some 
evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  State.  In  the  year 
1830,  the  population  was  600,000;  at  the  present 
date,  it  is  1,000,000.  The  exports  of  domestic  pro- 
duce, which  in  1844  amounted  to  £1,275,000,  now 
amount  to  upwards  of  £2,830,000 ;  and  the  imports, 
which  at  the  former  period  amounted  to  £4,000,000, 
now  amount  to  nearly  £7,000,000.  The  popula- 
tion of  Boston  has  increased  600  per  cent,  during 
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the  present  centiir}\  Lowell,  which  is  the  great 
Manchester  of  Massachusetts,  has  increased  its  po- 
pulation from  6500  in  1830  to  nearly  40,000  at  the 
present  date;  and  the  capital  invested^  which  in  1823 
was  only  £500,000,  is  now  nearly  £2,700,000,  I 
do  not  wish  to  weary  my  readers  with  statistics,  and 
therefore  trust  I  have  said  enough  to  convey  a  toler- 
able impression  of  the  go-aheadism  of  these  hardy 
and  energetic  descendants  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers ; 
and,  for  the  same  reasous,  I  have  not  made  any  oh- 

irvations  upon  their  valuahle  libraries,  hospitals, 
houses  of  industry,  reformation,  4:c.,  the  former  of 
which  ore  so  largely  indebted  to  private  munificence. 
But  before  taking  my  leave  of  Boston,  I  must  notice 
the  great  pleasure  I  derived  from  hearing  in  all 
(quarters  the  very  favourable  impression  which  Lord 
Elgin's  visit,  on  the  occasion  of  opening  the  railway 
in  1851,  had  produced.  His  eloquence  and  urbanity 
was  a  constant  theme  of  conversation  with  many  of 
my  friends,  who  generally  wound  up  by  sajring,  '  A 
few  such  visits  as  that  of  the  Railway  Jubilee,  would 

o  more  to  cement  the  good  feeling  between  the  two 
an  tries    than    the    diplomacy    of  centuries    could 
effect.*     I   must   here   add,    that    upon   my   visiting 
Quebec,  I  found  that  the  same  cordial  feeling  of  fel- 

iwship  had  been  produced  on  the  Canadian  mind. 
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by  the  brotherly  reception  they  had  met  with  upon 
that  memorable  occasion.  Farewell  to  Boston !  bat 
not  farewell  to  the  pleasing  recollection  of  the  many 
happy  hours  I  spent,  nor  of  the  many  kind  friends 
whose  acquaintance  I  enjoyed  there,  and  which 
I  hope  on  some  future  occasion  to  renew  and 
improve. 


CHAPTER  III. 
Canada. 


^Bkr^  AELY  mormng  foimd  me  seated  in  the  cars  on  my 
-^^  way  to  Quebec.  Not  being  a  good  hand  at  de- 
scription of  scenery,  tliia  railway  travelliog  is  a  great 
boon  to  my  unfortunate  reader — if  he  have  got  thuB  far. 
A  Nubian  clothed  in  oastor-oil,  and  descending  from 
ihe  heavens  by  a  slippery  seat  upon  a  niinboWj  might  as 
well  attempt  to  describe  the  beauties  of  our  sphere,  as 
the  caged  traveller  at  the  tail  of  the  boiling  kettle 
attempt  to  convey  much  idea  of  the  scenery  he  passes 
through.  Not  merely  do  the  scrunching  squeaks  of 
the  break,  the  blaaty  trumpet  whistle,  the  slamming 
of  doors,  and  the  squalling  of  children  bewilder  his 
'  brain  and  hedeafen  his  ears,  but  the  iron  tyrant  en* 
^^p^hains  and  confuses  his  eyes;  a  beautiful  village 
rivets  his  attention, — -hang  he  goes  into  the  tunneled 
bowels  of  the  earth ;  a  magnificent  ptmorama  en- 
chants his  sight  as  he  emerges  from  the  realms  of 
darkness;  he  calls  to  a  neighbour  to  share  the  enjoy- 
Lt  of  the  lovelv  scene  with  him ;  the  last  sounds  of 
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the  call  have  not  died  away,  ere  he  finds  himself  wedged 
in  between  two  embankments,  with  nought  else  but  the 
sky  for  the  eye  to  rest  on.  Is  it  any  wonder,  then — nay, 
rather,  is  it  not  an  evidence  of  truthfulness,  that  I  find 
the  record  of  my  journey  thus  described  in  my  note- 
book : — *  7i  A.M.,  Fizz,  fizz,  hiss,  hiss — waving  fields 
— undulating  ground — sky — varied  tints  of  green 

—  cottages,    cattle,    humanities bridges,   bays, 

rivers,  dust,  and  heat  —  Rouse  s  Point,  7 J-  p.m.'  At 
this  point  we  got  out  of  the  cage  and  embarked  in  a 
steamer.  The  shroud  of  night  hung  heavily  around 
us,  and  the  lights  of  Montreal  and  its  suburbs,  reflected 
in  the  unruffled  stream,  shone  all  the  brighter  from 
the  density  of  the  surrounding  darkness,  and  formed 
a  brilliant  illumination.  In  half  an  hour  I  was  com- 
fortably boused  in  the  hotel,  where,  to  my  agreeable 
surprise,  I  met  one  of  my  countrywomen,  whose  many 
charms  had  made  her  a  theme  of  much  admiration  at 
Washington,  where  I  first  had  the  pleasure  of  making 
her  acquaintance. 

Any  one  who,  wandering  far  fi'om  home,  finds  him- 
self surrounded  with  utter  strangers,  will  partially 
understand  the  pleasure  I  enjoyed  at  finding  one  face 
I  had  looked  upon  before ;  but  to  understand  it  fully, 
they  must  know  the  face  I  was  then  gazing  upon. 
Don't  be   curious,   reader,    as   to   who  it  belonged, 


'  for  I  have  no  intention  of  enlightening  you,  fur- 
ther than  to  say  it  belonged  to  her  and  her  hush  and. 
Twelve  hours  of  railway  makes  me  sleepy ;  it's  my 
nature,  and  1  can't  help  it,  so  I  trust  I  may  be  ex- 
ctisedy  when  I  confess  that  I  very  soon  exchanged  the 
smile  of  beauty  for  the  snore  of  Morpheus.  What  my 
dreams  were,  it  concerns  nobody  to  know. 

The  magnificent  brow  of  hill  which  overhangs 
Montreal  was  named  in  1535  Mont  Royal,  by  the 
famous  Jacques  C artier,  in  honour  of  his  royal  master; 
the  French  settlement  which  arose  a  century  after, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Indian  village  of  Ho- 
chelaga,  assumed  the  name  of  the  hill,  and  baa  at 
last  gradually  shaken  down  into  its  present  combina- 
tion. What  Goths,  not  to  preserve  the  Indian  name 
which  savours  of  the  land  arid  of  antiquity,  instead  of 
substituting  a  French  concoction!  With  regard  to 
the  site  of  the  town,  there  is  no  doubt  it  is  on  the 
island  now  called  Montreal;  but  where  that  island  is 
situated  may  be  considered  an  open  question  ;  the 
river  Ottawa  runs  into  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the 
western  extremity  of  the  island,  and  the  question  is, 
whether  the  water  on  the  northern  shore  is  the  Ottawa 
or  the  St.  Lawrence;  upon  which  depends  whether 
the  island  is  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  or  between  the  St. 
^awrence  and  the  Ottawa.     Not  wishing  to  deprive 
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eitbct  of  their  finger  in  the  pie,  I  should  give  my 
verdict  in  favour  of  the  latter  opinioo,  but  I  leave  it 
an  open  question  to  the  reader.  The  population  of 
the  town  is  increasing  rapidly,  no  doubt  owing  in 
great  measure  to  emigration.  In  1849  it  was  48,000, 
in  1 85 1,  58,000.  The  great  majority  are  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  41,000  ;  of  the  Church  of  England 
there  are  4000  ;  the  other  denominations  are  in  small 
numbers* 

At  the  time  I  arrived  the  town  was  full  of  gloom 
and  excitement^  for  it  was  but  a  few  days  previous 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  endeavoured  to  murder 
Gavazzi,  while  delivering  one  of  his  anti-Eomanistic 
lectures,  which,  whatever  their  merits  or  demerits, 
were  most  certainly  very  injudicious,  considering  the 
elements  of  which  the  population  of  Montreal  is  com- 
posed ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  Signer  Gavazzi's 
lectures  upon  sacred  subjects  are  delivered  in  a  style 
partaking  so  much  of  the  theatrical^  that  a  person 
ignorant  of  the  language  of  his  address,  might  readily 
suppose  that  he  was  taking  off  John  Kemble  and 
Liston  alternately,  and  therefore  the  uneducated 
Irish  emigrants  might  very  well  conclude  his  sole 
object  was  to  turn  their  creed  into  ridicule.  I  cer- 
tainly never  heard  or  saw  a  person,  lecturing  on 
sacred  subjects,   whose    tone    and   manner  were  so 


ridiculously  yet  paiufully  at  variance  with  the  solem- 
nity due  to  such  a  theme»  The  excitement  produced, 
the  consequent  calUng  out  of  the  mihiary,  and  the 
melancholy  sequel,  are  too  recent  and  well  known  to 
require  recapitulation  hero.  It  is  hut  just  to  the 
French  Romanists  to  state,  that  as  a  hody  they 
repudiated  and  took  no  part  in  the  villanous  attempt 
upon  Gavazzi's  life  ;  the  assailants  were  almost  exclu- 
sively Irish  Romanists,  who  form  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  population.  Would  that  they  could  leaven  their 
faith  with  those  Christian  virtues  of  peacefulness  and 
moderation  which  shine  so  creditahly  in  their  co- 
religionists of  French  origin. 

While  touching  upon  the  suhject  of  the  military 
heing  called  out  in  aid  of  the  civil  power,  I  am 
reminded  of  a  passage  extracted  from  some  journal 
which  a  friend  showed  me,  and  which  I  consider  so 
well  expressed,  that  I  make  no  apology  for  giving  it 
at  length. 

•  The  Mob. — The  moh  is  a  demon  ^erce  and  ungovernable. 
It  will  not  listen  to  reason :  it  will  not  be  infiiieoeed  by  fear^ 
or  pityi  or  self-prcaeTvation.  It  lias  no  senfle  of  jiaatice.  Its 
energy  is  exerted  in  frenzied  fits  j  its  forbearance  ia  apathy  or 
ignorance.  It  ie  a  grievous  error  to  auppose  that  tlii^  cruel, 
this  worthless  hydra,  hns  any  politieal  feeling.  In  its  triumph, 
it  breaks  windows  j  in  ita  anger,  it  breaks  heads.  Gratify  it, 
and  it  creates  a  difitiirbanwe ;  disappoint  it,  and  it  grows 
furious ;  attempt  to  appease  it,  and  it  becomes  outrageous ; 
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meet  it  boldly,  and  it  tiirafl  away.  It  is  aeeesstble  to  no  feel- 
ing but  one  of  person&l  suffering ;  it  aubniits  to  no  argument 
but  that  of  the  strong  hand.  The  point  of  the  bayonet  con* 
vincea ;  the  edge  of  the  sabre  speaks  keenly  ;  the  noise  of 
musketry  is  Ustened  to  with  respect ;  the  roar  of  artillery  is 
uzuuiBwerable.  How  deep^  how  grievous,  how  burdenaome  is 
the  responsibihty  that  lies  on  him  who  would  rouse  this  fury 
from  its  deu  1  It  is  astonishing,  it  is  too  little  known,  how 
much  individual  character  ifl  lost  in  the  aggregate  character  of 
a  multitude.  Men  may  be  rational,  moderate,  peaceful,  loyal, 
and  sober,  as  iiidiYiduals ;  yet  heap  them  by  the  thousand, 
and  in  the  very  progreas  of  congregation,  loyalty,  quietnesa, 
moderation,  and  reason  evaporate,  and  a  mnltitiide  of  rational 
beings  is  an  unreasonable  and  intemperate  being — a  wild,  in- 
fxiriat^d  monster,  which  may  be  driven,  but  not  led,  except  to 
mischief— which  baa  an  appetite  for  blood,  and  a  savage  joy 
ill  destruction,  for  the  mere  gratification  of  destroying.' 


The  various  fires  with  which  the  city  has  been 
visited,  however  distressing  to  the  suiferers,  have  not 
been  without  their  good  effect,  of  which  the  eye  has 
most  satisfactory  endencein  the  numerous  public  and 
other  buildings  now  built  of  stone*  The  ocly  monu* 
ment  in  the  city  is  one  which  was  raised  to  Nelson. 
Whether  the  memory  of  the  hero  has  passed  away,  or 
the  ravages  of  the  weather  call  too  heavily  on  the 
public  purse,  I  canoot  say;  but  it  would  be  more 
creditable  to  the  town  to  remove  it  entirely,  than  to 
allow  it  to  remain  in  its  present  disgraceful  state*  It 
is  reported  that  its  restoration  is  to  be  effected  by 
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private  subscription;  if  so,  more  shame  to  the  au- 
dorities. 
As  my  first  object  was  to  reach  Quebec,  I  only 
stayed  one  day  at  Montreal,  which  I  employed  in 
driving  about  to  see  what  changes  had  taken  place  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  since  my  former  visit  in 
1826.  I  started  hy  steamer  in  the  evening,  and 
arrived  early  the  next  morning. 

Is  there  any  scene  more  glorious  to  look  upon  than 
that  which  greets  the  eye  from  the  citadel  at  Quebec  ? 
The  only  scene  I  know  more  glorious  is  Bio  Janeiro, 
which  I  believe  to  he  by  far  the  grandest  in  the  world; 
but  then  Rio  lacks  the  associations  of  Quebec.  Who 
can  ever  forget  that  beneath  its  walls  two  chieftains, 
the  bravest  of  the  hrave,  fell  on  the  same  battle-field 
— the  one  in  the  arms  of  victory,  the  other  in  defence 
of  his  country  and  her  honour?  The  spot  where 
our  hero  fell  is  marked  by  a  pillar  thus  simply  in* 
^^ribed : — 

^H  HEUE   DIED 

BToT] 


WOLFE 
TICTOBIOU8* 


or  has  the  noble  foe  been  forgotten,  though  for  a 
long  time  unnoticed.  In  the  year  1827^  the  Earl  of 
Dalhousie  being  Governor- General,  a  monument  was 
raised  in  Quebec  to  Wolfe  and  Montcalm;  and  the 
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death  they  both  met  at  the  post  of  honour  is  com- 
memorated on  the  same  column, — a  column  on  which 
an  Englishman  may  gaze  with  pride  and  a  French- 
man without  a  blush.  The  following  words,  forming 
part  of  the  inscription,  I  think  well  worthy  of  inser- 
tion :  "  Military  prowess  gave  them  a  common  death, 
History  a  common  fame.  Posterity  a  common  monu- 
ment/ 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  when  the  foundation-stone 
was  laid,  an  old  soldier  from  Boss-shire,  the  last 
living  veteran  of  the  gallant  band  who  fought  under 
Wolfe,  was  present  at  the  ceremony,  being  then  in  his 
ninety-fifth  year.  Everybody  who  has  seen  or  read 
of  Quebec  must  remember  the  magnificent  towering 
rock  overhanging  the  river,  on  the  summit  of  which 
the  citadel  is  placed,  forming  at  once  the  chief  strong- 
hold of  its  defence  and  the  grandest  feature  of  its 
scenery.  But  perhaps  everybody  does  not  know  that 
to  this  same  glorious  feature  the  city  owes  its  name. 
The  puny  exclamation  of  Jacques  Cartier's  Norman 
pilot  upon  beholding  it  was,  'Que  bee  ! '  and  this  ex- 
pression of  admiration  has  buried,  in  all  but  total 
oblivion,  the  old  Algonquin  name  of  Stadacona. 
What  a  pity  that  old  pilot  was  not  bom  dumb. 

The  increase  of  population  here  does  not  seem  to 
be  very  rapid.     In  1844  it  was  about  36,000;  now,  it 
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IS  little  more  than  42,000.  Tbere  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  severity  of  the  climate  is  one  great  cause  of 
so  small  an  increase*  When  it  is  remembered  that 
the  average  arrival  of  the  first  vessel  after  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  ice  is  between  the  last  week  of  April  and 
the  first  week  in  May,  this  need  not  much  be  won- 
dered at. 

The  Governor- GeneraFs  residence  is  removed  from 
the  town,  and  a  beautiful  little  countr}'  villa,  called 
Spencer  Wood,  has  been  assigned  him  in  lieu.  It  is 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  about  half  a  mile 
inland;  the  only  objection  to  it  is,  that  the  size  thereof 

not  sufficient  for  vice-regal  entertainments;  but  a 
ery  slight  addition  would  remedy  that  defect.  In  all 
other  respects  it  is  a  charming  place,  as  I  can  grate- 
fully testify.  The  drives  and  sights  around  the  city 
are  too  well  known  to  need  much  notice  from  me. 

Montmorenci,  with  its  frozen  cone  in  winter,  is  one 
of  the  chief  resorts  for  pic-nickers  in  their  sleighs. 
The  trackless  path  over  the  frozen  snow  during  the 
season  is  as  full  of  life  as  Windsor  park  was  in  the 
old  Ascot  days.  Bright  eyes  beaming  from  rosy 
cheeks,  and  half  buried  in  furs,  anxiously  watch  for 
the  excitement  of  a  capsize,  and  laugh  merrily  as 
the  mixed  tenants  of  some  sleigh  are  seen  rolling 
over  one  another  in  most  ludicrous  conftision;  tba 


sun  shines  briglitly,  the  hells  ring  cheerily,  all  is 
jollity  and  fuo,  and  a  misantlirope  would  be  as  much 
out  of  ilia  element  in  one  of  these  pic-nic8  as  a  bear 
1J3  a  ballet. 

The  Mis  of  Lorette  afford  another  pleasant  ex- 
cursion, not  forgetting  old  Paul  and  hia  wife — a 
Tenerable  Indian  chief  and  bia  squaw^ — whom  I  visited, 
and  the  cleanliness  of  w'hose  cottage  I  had  great 
pleasure  in  complimenting  him  upon,  as  also  upon 
his  various  medals,  which  extended  firom  Chateau  Gai 
down  to  the  Exhibition  of  1851.  He  appeared  as 
much  struck  with  my  venerable  appearance  as  I  was 
with  his;  fur  upon  being  asked  ray  age^  he  bestowed 
a  searching  glance  from  bead  to  foot,  and  then  gravely 
replied,  '  Seventy-five/  I  rebelled  against  his  decision, 
and  appealed  to  his  ivife,  who  kindly  took  my  part,  and 
after  a  steady  gaze  said,  *  Ob,  Paul !  that  gentleman 
is  not  more  than  seventy-two/  It  was  in  vain  I  tried 
to  satisfy  tbem,  that  thirty  summers  would  have  to 
pass  over  my  head  before  I  reached  that  honourable 
time  of  life.  However,  it  is  not  only  Indians  who 
miscalculate  age,  for  a  young  lady  fresh  from  Ireland, 
having  the  same  question  put  to  her,  said,  *  Sixty ; 
and  upon  being  told  she  was  seventeen  years  out  in  her 
calculation,  she  replied  with  painful  coolness,  '  Which 
way  ?*  I  never  felt  a  confirmed  old  bachelor  tOl  1 
heard  that  awful  '  Which  way  ?* 


The    roads   round    about    in    all    directiouB    are 
admirable ;  not  so  if  you  cross  the  river  to  the  Falls 
of  the  Chaudi^re ;  but  the  abomination  of  abomina- 
tions is  the  ferry-boat^  and  the  facilities,  or  rather 
obstacles,  for  entering  and  exiting.     To  any  one  who 
has  seen  the  New  York  ferry-boats  and  all  the  con- 
Hjftniences  connected  with  them,  the  contrast  is  pain- 
^Mly  humiliating.     In   the  one  case,  you  drive  on 
I     board  as  readily  as  into  a  court-yard,  aad  find  plenty 
of  room  when  you  get  there ;  in  the  other,  you  have 
half-a-dozen    men    holding    horses    and    carriages, 
screaming  in  all  directions,  and  more  time  is  wasted  in 
embarking  than  a  Yankee  boat  would  employ  to  de 
posit  you  safely  on  the  other  side ;  and  it  would  puzzle 
a  Philadelphia  hiwyer  to  decide  which  is  the   more 
^^bominable,  the  exit  or  the  entry.     Nevertheless,  the 
^^raveller  wiU  find  himself  compensated   for   all  his 
troubles- — especially  if  the  horse  and  carnage  be  a 
^Bldend's — by  the  lovely  drive  which  takes  him  to  the 
I^Hbhaudi^re  Falls,  a  trip  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making 
^^n  company  with  a  jolly  party  of  good  fellows,  belong- 
ing to  the  72nd  Highlanders,  then  in  garrison   at 
Quebec,  and  whose  hospitalities  during  my  stay   I 
gratefully  remember. 

If,  however,   an   Englishman  feels  humiliated   in 
'ossing  the  Quebec  ferry,  be  feels  a  compensating 
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Batisfaetioo  upon  eBtering  the  Qoebec  Legislative 
Council  Chamber,  which,  in  its  aspect  of  cleanliness, 
furniture,  &c.,  has  an  appearance  of  refinement  far 
superior  to  that  at  Washington.  As  they  were  not 
sitting  during  my  stay  in  Canada,  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  drawing  any  comparison  on  their  different 
modes  of  carrying  on  puhlic  business.  I  had  heard 
80  mack  during  my  absence  from  England  of  the 
famons  Rebellion  Losses  Bill,  and  all  the  obloquy 
which  had  been  heaped  upon  the  Governor-General 
in  consequence,  that  I  was  very  anxious  to  get 
some  insight  into  the  true  state  of  the  case,  al- 
though perhaps  the  justification  of  the  Earl  of 
Elgin's  conduct  by  Sir  Eohert  Peel,  ought  to  have 
satisfied  me. 

I  soon  became  convinced  that  in  this,  as  in  most 
similar  cases,  the  violence  of  party  spirit  had  clouded 
truth ;  and  the  bitterness  of  defeat,  in  minds  thus 
prejudiced,  hod  sought  relief  in  the  too  common 
channels  of  violence  and  abuse.  However  much  to 
be  deplored,  I  fear  that  the  foregoing  opinions  will 
be  found,  on  most  occasions  of  political  excitement, 
to  be  true.  The  old  party,  who  may  be  said  to  have 
enjoyed  the  undisguised  support  of  the  Queen's  re- 
presentatives from  time  immemorial,  were  not  likely 
to  feel  very  weU  disposed  to  Lord  Elgin,  when  they 
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bat  he  was  determiiied  to  identify  himself  with 
no  particular  party,  but  that,  hemg  sent  to  govern 
Canada  constitutionally,  he  was  resolved  to  follow  the 
example,  of  his  sovereign,  and  give  his  cojifideDce 
assistance  to  whichever  party  proved,  by  its 
majority,  to  he  the  legitimate  repreBentative  of  the 
opinions  of  the  governed,  at  the  same  time  ever  up- 
holding the  right  and  dignity  of  the  Crown.  This 
was,  of  course,  a  first  step  in  unpopularity  with  the 
I  party  who,  long  triumphaot,  now  found  themselves  in 
^^P  minority  ;  then^  again,  it  must  he  remembered  that 
P  a  majority  which  had  for  so  many  years  been  out  of 
power  was  not  litely,  in  the  excitement  of  victory,  to 
I  exercise  such  moderation  as  would  be  calculated  to 
I  soothe  the  irritated  feelings  of  tbeir  opponents,  who, 
they  considered  had  enjoyed  too  long  the  colonial 
I      loaves  and  fishes. 

^H  With  all  these  elements  at  work,  it  is  not  to  be 
^^wondered  at,  that  a  question  which  admitted  of  mis- 
interpretation should  be  greedily  laid  hold  of,  and 
that,  thus  misinterpreted,  the  passions  of  the  mob 
should  he  auccessfhlly  roused.  I  believe  there  is 
little  question  that  the  Government  brought  forward 
the  Rebellion  Losses  Bill  in  the  Senate  in  a  manner, 
if  not  arrogant,  at  all  events  most  offensive,  and  thus 
added  fuel  to  the  flames  ;  but  viewed  dispassionately, 
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what  is  the  truth  of  this  far-famed  bill?  It  was 
framed  upon  the  precedent  of  that  for  the  payment  of 
similar  losses  in  Upper  Canada  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, and  I  believe  the  very  same  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  carry  out  its  provisions.  It  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Governor-General  in  the 
same  way  as  all  other  bills,  and  was  never  smuggled 
through,  as  the  irritated  opposition  and  infuriated 
mobs  would  have  us  believe.  The  Governor- General 
clearly  states  that  it  was  never  intended  in  any  way 
to  *  compensate  the  losses  of  persons  guilty  of  the 
heinous  crime  of  treason,*  and  the  names  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  decide  upon  the  claims  of  the 
sufferers  might  alone  have  been  a  sufficient  guarantee 
that  such  an  abominable  idea  was  never  entertained. 
Without  mentioning  others,  take  Colonel  W.  C. 
Hanson,  schooled  in  the  field  of  honour  and  patriotism, 
whose  courage  has  been  tried  in  many  a  bloody 
struggle  during  the  Peninsular  War,  and  is  attested 
by  the  honourable  badges  that  adorn  his  breast.  Is 
a  recreant  rebel  likely  to  find  sympathy  in  that  breast 
which  for  half  a  century  stood  unchallenged  for  loyalty 
and  truth  ?  What  do  his  letters,  as  one  of  the  com- 
missioners, prove  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt? 
I  have  them  now  before  me ;  and,  so  far  from  claims 
being  hastily  admitted,  I  find  the  gallant  old  soldier 


constantly  advocating  the  cause  of  some  claimant 
whom  the  commissioners  declined  to  indemnify,  but 
never  yet  liave  I  seen  his  name  as  opposed  to  any 
compensation  granted ;  possessing  that  still  more 
noble  quality  which  is  ever  the  lovely  handmaid  of 
true  courage,  his  voice  is  raised  again  and  again  for 
mercy. 

I  could  quote  from  numerous  letters  of  this  ve- 
teran, extracts  similar  to  the  following : — -The  claim* 
ftnts  were  inhabitants  of  8t.  Benoit,  some  portion 
of  which  population  had  been  in  arms  as  rebels,  but 
upon  the  approach  of  the  Queen's  troops  they  had 
all  laid  down^their  arms.  As  to  the  facts  of  ilie  case, 
Colonel  Hanson  writes  to  Lord  Seaton,  who  replies ; 
— *  The  soldiers  were  regularly  put  up  in  the  village 
I  by  the  Quartermaster- General's  department,  and  strict 
^ftfders  were  issued  to  each  officer  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants and  their  property;  Lieut-Col.  Townsend 
to  remain  in  the  village  of  St,  Benoit  for  its  pro- 
tecdon,  the  remainder  of  the  troops  to  return  to 
Montreal.  The  utmost  compassion  and  consideration 
should  be  felt  for  the  families  of  the  sufferers  plouged 
into  affliction  by  the  reckless  conduct  of  their  rela- 
tives; every  house  injured  or  destroyed  at  St.  Benoit 
was  a  wanton  destruction,  perpetrated  in  defiance  of 
guards  placed  to  protect  property/    Thus  writes  Lord 


Seaton. — Colonel  Hftn&on,  after  qoodng  the  above, 

proceeds  to  state  that  the  evidence  before  the  com* 
missioners  proves  that  *  immediately  after  Lieut- 
Colonel  Townsend  assembled  his  regiment  for  the 
purpose  of  marching  back  to  Montreal,  the  Volunteers 
from  the  northern  townships  commenced  plundering 
tbe  village,  carrying  off  the  whole  of  the  effects  be* 
longing  to  the  inhabitantB,  boraing  the  churchy  and 

nearly  every  house  in  the  village wilfully 

and  wantonly  destroying  houses,  and  in  many  in- 
stances burning  valuable  bams  and  granaries.  .  *  .  . 
Therefore  I  humbly  pretend  that  every  such  indi- 
vidual who  thus  suffered  should  be  indemnified,  as 
his  loss  was  a  wanton  destruction  of  the  dwellings, 
buildings,  property,  and  effects  of  the  said  inhabi- 
tants/ Yet  such  was  the  jealous  way  in  which  the 
commissioners  excluded  all  doubtful  claimants,  that 
Colonel  Hanson  found  himself  in  a  minority  npon 
the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  claims,  and,  as  a 
man  of  honour  and  anxious  for  justice,  felt  it  his  duty 
to  address  a  letter  to  the  Governor- General  upon  the 
subject,  &om  which  letter,  bearing  date  January, 
1853,  the  foregoing  extracts  have  been  taken, 

I  have  very  many  of  such  complaints  of  justice 
being  withheld  from  claimants,  in  the  opiaion  of  the 
gallant  colonel,  now  lying  before  me,  but  *  ex  wm 


iisce  omnes.'  I  have  read  a  great  portioQ  of  the 
Beport,  and  the  conclusion  is  irresistibly  forced  upon 
my  mind,  that  everything  which  could  possibly  he 
brought  to  aasume  the  slightest  shade  of  rebellion 
was  made  fatal  to  an  apphcant's  claims ;  but  if  any- 
thing were  wanting  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  the  vili- 
fiers  of  the  'Losses  Bill'  had  not  any  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  measure,  it  would  be  found  in 
the  fact,  that  Eimong  its  various  opponents  to  whom 
I  epoke,  they  one  and  all  exclaimed,  *  Look  at  the 
of  Nelson,  absolutely  a  rebel  in  arms,  and  his 
el^ms  listened  to/  This  was  their  invariable  reply ; 
and,  until  I  made  in<][uiry,  it  looked  very  bad.  But 
what  was  the  real  state  of  the  case?  Simply,  that 
Nelson  having  been  ruined  by  his  rebellion,  many 
loyal  and  faithful  subjects  to  whom  he  owed  debts 
suffered  for  his  faults ;  and  the  money  awarded  for 
the  losses  sustained  hy  the  rebel  went  to  pay  the  loyal 
debtors,  except  a  small  portion  which  was  granted  to 
Ms  wife,  who  was  well  known  to  be  sti'ongly  opposed 
to  the  course  he  had  pursued,  and  who  had  lost  con- 
siderable property  wliich  she  held  in  her  own  right, 
I  say,  that  the  fact  of  Nelson*s  case  being  always 
brought  up  as  the  great  enormity,  carried  more  con- 
viction to  my  raind  of  the  utter  weakness  of  the 
opponents'  cause   than   anything  elsej    and  it  also 
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proved  to  me  how  ignorant  many  of  them  were  of  the 
truth,  for  several  who  vilified  the  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Governor- General,  had  not  the  slight- 
est idea,  till  I  informed  them,  how  the  Nelson  award 
was  applied. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  atrocities  of  which  Mon- 
treal was  the  scene  constitute  the  most  discreditable 
features  in  modem  Canadian  history,  and  which  it  is 
to  be  hoped  the  instigators  to,  and  actors  in,  are  long 
since  fully  ashamed  of;  nor  can  the  temper  and  judg- 
ment of  the  Governor- General  on  this  trying  occasion 
be  too  highly  extolled.  When  it  was  imperative  to 
dissolve  the  Parliament,  he  foresaw  that  his  not  doing 
so  in  person  would  be  misconstrued  by  his  enemies, 
and  that  he  would  be  branded  by  them  with — that 
most  galling  of  all  accusations  to  a  noble  heart — 
cowardice.  With  a  high-minded  sense  of  duty,  he  put 
all  such  personal  considerations  aside.  There  were 
two  courses  open  to  him :  one,  to  call  out  the  mili- 
tary, and  in  their  safe  keeping  dissolve  the  Assembly ; 
the  other,  to  depute  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  to 
perform  that  duty.  The  former  must  have  produced 
a  collision  with  the  populace,  and  the  blood  of  many 
whom  he  believed  to  be  as  loyal  as  he  knew  they  were 
misguided  and  excited  would  have  flowed  freely ;  the 
latter,  he  foresaw,  would  be  misconstrued  into  an  act 


[of  personal  cowardice,  but  he  knew  it  would  prevent 
ft  flow  of  blood,  the  remembrance  of  which  would 
keep  aUve  the  bitterest  elements  of  poHtical  animosity 
for  years  to  come.  With  true  patriotism,  he  sacri- 
ficed himself  at  the  shrine  of  the  country  he  was 
sent  to  govern,  preferring  to  be  the  subject  of  the 
most  galling  accusations,  rather  than  shed  unneces- 
sarily one  drop  of  the  blood  of  those  committed  to 
his  rule. 

During  the  whole  of  Lord  Elgin's  able  and  pros- 
perous administration,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  any 
one  act  of  his  to  which  he  can  look  hack  with  more 
satisfaction,  than  this  triumph  of  his  judgment  over 
bis  feelings,  when  he  offered  up  just  pride  and  dignity 
i>n  the  altar  of  Mercy,  and  retired  to  Quebec.  A 
shallow-pated  fellow,  who  had  probably  figured  per* 
sonally  in  the  outrages  of  that  period ^  in  talking  to 
me  on  the  subject,  thus  described  it,—'  He  bolted  off 
in  a  funk  to  Quebec ;'  and  doubtless  hundreds  of 
others,  as  shallow-pated  as  himself,  had  been  made  to 
Jjelieve  such  was  the  case,  and  vituperation  being  the 

siest  of  all  ignoble  occupations,  they  had  probably 
done  their  best  to  circulate  the  paltry  slander.  Lord 
Elgin,  however,  needs  no  goose-quill  defender;  the 
anprecedented  increasing  prosperity   of  the   colony 

ider  his  administration  is  the  most  valuable  tes- 


timony  he  could  desire.  It  is  not  every  governor 
who,  on  his  arrival,  finding  a  colony  in  confusion  and 
rebellion,  has  the  satisfaction,  on  his  resignation  of 
office,  of  leaving  harmony  and  loyalty  in  their  place, 
and  the  revenue  during  the  same  period  increased 
from  ^£400,000  to  £i,5CX),ooo :  and  if  any  donht  ever 
rested  upon  his  mind  as  to  whether  his  services 
were  approved  of  and  appreciated  at  home,  it  must 
have  been  removed  in  the  most  gratifying  manner, 
when,  upon  a  public  dinner  being  given  him  at  the 
London  Tavern,  in  1854,  aU  shades  of  pohticalB  ga- 
thered readily  to  do  him  honour;  and  while  the 
chairman.  Lord  John  Russell,  was  eulogizing  his 
talents  and  his  administration,  five  other  colonial  and 
ex-colonial  ministers  were  present  at  the  same  hoard 
to  endorse  the  compHment;  the  American  Minister 
also  bearing  his  testimony  to  the  happy  growth  of 
good  feeling  between  the  two  countries,  which  Lord 
Elgin  had  so  successfully  fostered  and  developed.  I 
cannot  recal  to  my  memory  any  other  instance  of 
80  great  an  honour  having  been  paid  to  a  colonial 
governor. 

I  was  astonished  to  find  so  little  had  been  done  in 
Canada  for  the  organization  of  a  milida  force,  espe- 
cially when  their  republican  neighbours  afford  them 
an  example  of  so  much  activity  and  efficiency  in  that 
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department.  It  may  not  be  desirable  as  yet  for  the 
colony  to  establish  any  militaiy  school,  such  as  West 
Point,  but  it  might  be  agreeable  and  advantageous 
to  the  colonistSj  if  we  allowed  a  given  number  of 
young  men  to  be  educated  at  each  of  our  military 
colleges  in  England ;  those  only  being  eligible, 
who,  by  a  severe  examination,  had  proved  their  capa- 
bilities, and  whose  condoct  at  the  places  of  their 
education  had  been  noted  as  exemplary.  By 
Buch  simple  means,  a  certain  amount  of  military 
knowledge  would  gradually  be  diffuse d  among  the 
colonists^  which  would  render  them  more  efficient  to 
repress  internal  troubles  or  repel  foreign  aggression. 

As  it  may  be  interesting  to  some  of  my  readerSj  I 
shall  here  give  a  slight  sketch  of  the  Canadian  par- 
Haments.  The  Legislative  Assembly,  or  House  of 
Commons,  is  composed  of  eighty-four  members,  being 
forty*two  for  each  province.  The  qualification  for 
membership  is  £500^  BJid  the  franchise  40s.  freehold, 
or  £7  JOS.  the  householder;  it  is  also  granted  to 
wealthy  leaseholders  and  to  farmers  renting  largely ; 
the  term  is  for  four  years,  and  members  are  paid  £1 
per  day  while  sitting,  and  6(L  per  mile  travelling 
expenses.  The  Legislative  Council  consists  of  forty 
members,  and  is  named  by  the  Crown  for  life.  The 
Jabinet,  or  Executive  Council,  are  ten  in  Dumber, 


and  selected  from  both  Houses  by  the  Governor- 
General.  Their  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  the 
Prime  Minister,  The  Canadians  wish  to  do  away 
with  the  qualification  for  members  of  the  Assembly, 
retaining  the  qualification  for  the  franchise,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  members  to  sixty -five  for  each 
province.  They  also  desire  to  supersede  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  Crown,  and  to  make  the  Legislative 
Council  elective/  with  a  property  qualification  of 
£1000,  thirty  members  for  each  province;  these 
latter  to  be  elected  for  six  years. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  change  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  I  confess  I  look  upon  its  supposed 
advantages — if  carried  out — with  considerable  doubt, 
inasmuch  as  the  electors  being  the  same  as  those  for 
the  other  Chamber,  it  will  become  merely  a  lower 
house,  elected  for  a  longer  period,  and  will  lose  that 
prestige  which  might  have  been  obtained  by  exacting 
a  higher  qualification  from  the  electors ;  then,  again, 
I  think  the  period  for  which  they  are  elected  decidedly 
too  short,  being  fully  con^anced  that  an  increase  in 


■  Since  my  return  to  England  the  proposed  increase  in 
the  Le^»lative  Asflembly  has  taken  place.  The  Imperial 
Governmeot  haa  ako  empowered  the  colony  to  alter  the 
constitution  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  to  render  it 
elective  if  they  thought  proper  so  to  do, 
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uratiun  will  usually  produce  on  increase  in  the 
respectability  of  the  ctmdiciates  ofiering  themselves 
for  election  ,*  an  opinion  in  which  I  am  folly  borne 
out  by  many  of  the  wisest  heads  who  assisted  in 
framing  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
vho  deplored  excessively  the  shortness  of  the  period 
for  which  the  senators  were  elected.*  I  cannot  be- 
have, either,  that  the  removing  the  power  of  nomina- 
tion entirely  from  the  Crown  will  prove  beneficial  to  the 
colony.  Had  the  experiment  been  commenced  with 
the  Crown  resigning  the  nomination  of  one-half  of  the 
members,  I  think  it  would  have  been  more  prudent, 
and  would  have  helped  to  keep  alive  those  feelings 

jl  of  association  with,  and  loyalty  to,  the  Crown  which 
I   am  fully  certain  the  majority  of  the  Canadians 

'  deeply  feel;  a  phalanx  of  senators,  removed  from 
all  the  sinister  influences  of  the  periodical  poli- 
tical  simoons  common  to  all  countries  would  thus 

■Aave  been  retained,  and  the  Governor-General  would 

^^ave  had  the  power  of  calling  the  highest  talent  and 
patriotism  to  his  councils,  in  those  times  of  political 
excitement,  when  tlie  passions  of  electors  are  too 
likely  to  be  enhsted  in  favour  of  voluble  agitators,  who 
have  neither  cash  nor  character  to  lose.    However,  as 


Vide  Chapter  oa  the  '  Constitutiori  of  the  United  States,' 
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these  qaestions  are  to  be  decided,  as  far  as  this 
coantry  is  concerned,  by  those  who  probably  care 
bat  little  for  my  opinions,  and  as  the  question  is  not 
one  likely  to  interest  the  general  reader,  I  shall  not 
dilate  farther  upon  it. 

The  subject  of  emigration  being  rather  doll  reading 
for  those  who  are  not  interested  therein,  I  have  placed 
a  chapter  in  the  Appendix  to  the  first  volume,  where 
fall  information  upon  the  matter  will  be  found,  and 
upon  which  perfect  reliance  may  be  placed,  as  I  have 
received  it  direct  firom  the  Canadian  authorities. 


?^^ 


CHAPTER    IV. 

A  Trip  to  the  Uttawa, 

TTAVING  spent  a  fortnight  in  the  enjoyment  of 
-*--*-  lovely  scenery  and  warm  hospitality^  and  taken 
a  last  and  lingering  gaze  at  the  glorious  panoramic 
view  from  the  Citadel,  I  embarked  once  more  on  the 
it.  Lawrence.  It  was  evening ;  and,  as  the  moon  rose 
bright  and  clear,  the  wooded  hanks  and  silvered 
stream  formed  as  channing  a  picture  as  the  eye  of 
man  could  wish  to  rest  upon.  Morning  found  us  at 
Montreal  Among  my  fellow-passengers  were  two 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  or  Executive  Council,  Mr, 
Hincks  and  Mr.  Diummond,  both  on  their  way  to  tlie 
Ottawa,  the  commercial  importance  of  that  river  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  having  induced  them  to 
take  the  trip  with  a  view  of  ascertaining,  by  actual 
observation  and  examination,  what  steps  were  most 
advisable  lo  improve  its  navigation. 

My  intention  was  to  start  at  once  for  Kingston, 
but  when  they  kindly  asked  me  to  accompany  them^ 
I  joyfully    accepted,   and   an    hour   after  I   landed 
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at  Montreal  I  was  on  the  rail  with  my  firiends, 
hissing  away  to  Lachine,  where  the  chief  office  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  fixed.  There  we  em- 
harked  in  a  steamer  on  Lake  St.  Loais,  which  is  a 
struggling  compound  of  the  dark  hrown  Ottawa  and 
the  light  blue  St.  Lawrence.  The  lake  was  studded 
with  islands,  and  the  scenery  rendered  peculiarly 
lovely  by  the  ever-changing  lights  and  shades  from 
the  rising  sun.  We  soon  left  the  St.  Lawrence  com- 
pound and  reached  that  part  of  the  Ottawa,*  which 
the  poet  has  immortalized  by  his  beautiful '  Canadian 
Boat  Song.' 

St.  Anne's  is  a  small  village,  and  the  rapids  being 
impassable  in  low  water,  they  have  built  a  lock  to 
enable  steamers  to  ascend ;  but  fortunately,  when  we 
passed,  there  was  sufficient  water,  and  we  steamed  up 
the  song-famed  rapids,  above  which  the  river  spreads 
out  into  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  build  a  railway  bridge  for  the  main  trunk 
line,  just  above  the  rapids.  How  utterly  the  whizzing 
whistling  kettle  spoils  the  poetry  of  scenery,  un- 
deniable though  its  utility  be!     There  is  no  doubt 


■  Originally  Uttawa,  wherein  Moore  has  shown  alike  his 
good  taste  and  respect  for  antiquity  by  adhering  to  the 
original  and  more  beautiful  name. 
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that  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains  has  many  great 
beauties ;  but,  whatever  they  may  be,  a  merciless 
storm  of  rain  effectually  curtained  them  from  us,  and 
we  traversed  the  whole  lake  to  Point  Fortune  in  a 
mist  worthy  of  the  Western  Highlands.  There  we 
took  coach,  as  the  locks  at  Carillon  are  not  yet  large 
enough  for  full-sized  steamers  to  pass.  The  road  was 
aUke  good  and  uninteresting,  running  by  the  side  of 
the  canal,  whose  banks  were  here  and  there  enlivened 
by  groups  of  wild  flowers. 

A  stage  of  twelve  miles  brought  us  to  Grenville, 
where  we  again  took  steamer  on  the  Ottawa,  and,  the 
weather  being  finer,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  enjoy- 
ing the  scenery^  which  is  very  peculiar.  It  has  none 
of  the  wild  features  of  grandeur  which  one  associates 
with  comparatively  unknown  streams,  in  a  country 
^Bfaere  all  is  gigantesque;  there  is  nothing  mountainous 
^Hir  craggy,  but  the  banks  and  hills  at  tire  back 
being  luxuriously  wooded,  and  conveying  tlie  idea 
of  being  well  ten  anted,  the  absence  of  human 
habitations  seems  unnnatural,  and  gives  the  solitude 
an  air  of  mystery,  only  broken  at  long  intervals  by  a 
bowered  cottage  or  a  wreath  of  smoke.  The  most 
remarkable  building  is  the  French  chateau  of  M, 
Papineau,  very  prettily  situated  on  the  northern  bank, 
lommanding   an   extensive   view   of    the   river,   and 
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lookiDg  in  its  isolation  as  though  its  occupant  was  a 
second  Kobinson  Crusoe,  and  monarch  of  all  he  soi- 
veyed.  Night  soon  buried  all  scenery  in  its  sable 
mantle,  and»  ailer  sixty  miles  steaming,  we  reached 
By  town,  where  we  found  firiends  and  convey  ances 
ready  to  take  us  over  to  Aylmer,  there  to  sleep  pre- 
paratory to  a  further  excursion  up  the  river  early  in 
the  morning*  As  the  distance  was  only  eight  miles^ 
we  were  soon  at  ilr.  Egan's  hospitable  board,  from 
which  we  speedily  retired  to  rest  so  as  to  be  ready  for 
the  morrow's  trip. 

Early  dawn  found  us  on  board  and  steaming 
merrily  up  the  glorious  stream,  which,  spreading  out 
very  widely,  has  been  lakefied,  and  is  called  Lake 
Chaudidre  and  Du  Chene,  thus  named,  I  suppose, 
because  the  water  is  cold  and  there  are  few  oaks  to 
be  seen.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  scenery  though 
possessing  neither  striking  features  nor  variety,  is 
very  pretty  and  cheerfuL  A  quantity  of  lovely  little 
villas  stud  the  banks,  some  ensconced  snugly  in  cosy 
nooks,  others  standing  out  boldly  upon  the  rich 
greensward  ;  and,  for  a  background,  you  have  full- 
bosomed  hills,  rich  in  forest  monarchs,  clad  in  their 
dense  and  dark  mantles.  Suddenly  the  scene  changes, 
the  Chats  Falls  burst  upon  the  sight ;  and  well  does 
the  magnificent  view  repay  the  traveller  for  any  diffi- 
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culty  he  may  have  had  io  hia  endeavours  to  reach  this 
spot.  About  three  miles  above  the  rocky  and  well- 
wooded  island  that  creates  the  falls,  the  river  contracrs 
very  considerably,  and  in  its  rushing  impetuosity 
seems  as  though  it  were  determined  to  sweep  the 
whole  island  into  the  lake  below ;  then  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  compromise  between  the  indignant 
stream  and  the  obstinate  island,  and  the  latter  seems 
to  have  offered  up  a  great  portion  of  its  timber  at  the 
shrine  of  peace,  and  to  have  further  granted  vai'ious 
rights  of  way  to  its  excited  neighbour.  The  river 
seems  to  have  taken  advantage  of  both  these  conces- 
sions very  largely,  but  it  appears  that  in  nature,  as  it 
often  occurs  in  politics,  concessions  only  breed  in- 
creased demands,  and  the  ungrateful  Ottawa,  while 
sweeping  away  forest  timber  and  baring  the  granite 
rock  in  a  dozen  different  channels,  thunders  its 
foaming  waters  along  with  an  angry  voice,  ever 
crying  '  More,  more.' 

I  never  saw  anything  more  beaatiful  than  these 
falls;  they  are  generally  from  twenty  to  forty  feet 
broad,  and  about  the  same  in  height;  but  irom  the 
shape  of  the  island  you  cannot  see  them  all  at  once; 
and  as  you  steam  along  there  is  a  continual  succession 
of  them,  each  revealing  some  new  beauty.  It  was  at 
ihiB  place  that  I  for  the  first  time  saw  a  sHde  for  the 
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descent  of  lumber,  to  ^Mch  I  shall  have  to  refer  here- 
after. For  many  years  the  porterage  of  goods  across 
this  island  to  the  Ottawa  above  —  which  is  called 
Lake  Chats— was  a  work  of  much  difficulty  and  ex- 
pense* Mr*  E.,  with  that  enterprise  and  energy  which 
mark  his  character,  got  two  friends  of  kindred  spirit 
to  join  him  J  and  made  a  railway  across,  about  three 
miles  and  a  half  long.  It  is  a  single  line,  constructed 
upon  piles,  and  the  car  is  rattled  over  at  a  jolly  pace 
by  two  spicy  ponies.  As  the  piles  are  in  some  places 
from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  the  air,  it  looks  nervons 
work;  and  if  one  of  the  ponies  bolted,  it  might  pro- 
duce a  serious  accident;  but  they  seem  aware  of  the 
danger,  and  trot  away  as  steadily  as  an  engine  if  not 
quite  so  rapidly. 

On  reaching  the  north-western  end  of  the  island, 
another  steamer  was  waiting  for  us,  and  we  again 
breasted  the  stream  of  the  Ottawa,  After  passing  the 
first  three  miles,  which,  as  before  mentioned,  are  very 
narrow,  and  thus  produce  that  additional  impetus 
which  ends  in  the  lovely  Chats  Falls,  the  river 
opens  out  into  the  Lake.  The  shores  are  low  and 
with  a  gentle  rise,  and  there  is  comparatively  little 
appearance  of  agricultural  activity,  the  settler  having 
found  the  ground  at  the  back  of  the  rise  better  suited 
for  farming  purposes. 
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Some  distance  up  the  lake,  and  close  to  its  margin, 
is  the  farm  of  Mr.  McDonnell,  thus  forming  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.  His  residence  is  an  exces- 
sively pretty  cottage,  commanding  a  grand  panoramic 
view.  Here  we  stopped  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  energetic 
old  Highlander  and  his  family,  and  to  enjoy  his  hos- 
pitalities. If  he  is  to  he  taken  as  a  Bpecimen  of  the 
salnbrity  of  the  climate,  I  ne^er  saw  so  healthy  a 
place.  He  came  here  as  a  lad  to  push  his  fortunes, 
with  nothing  but  a  good  axe  and  a  stout  heart.  He 
has  left  fifty  summers  far  behind  him;  he  looks  the 
embodiment  of  health,  and  he  carries  his  six  feet  two 
inches  in  a  way  that  might  well  excite  the  envy  of  a 
model  drill-sergeant;  and  when  he  took  my  hand  to 
welcome  me,  I  felt  all  my  little  bones  scrunching 
under  hia  iron  grasp,  as  if  they  were  so  many  hits  of 
nith. 

KI  could  not  help  contrasting  the  heartiness  of  his 
elcome  with  the  two  stifi*  fingers  which  in  highly 
vilized  life  are  so  often  proffered  either  from  pride 
or  indifi'erence ;  and  though  he  did  very  nearly  make 
me  cry  *  Enough/  I  would  a  thousand  times  rather 
suffer  and  enjoy  his  hearty  grasp  than  the  cold  forma- 
lity of  conventional  humbug.  The  hardy  old  pioneer 
has  realized  a  very  comfortable  independence,  and  he 
tells  me  his  only  neighbours  are  a  band  of  his  couu* 


trytnen  at  tbe  back  of  the  hill,  who  speak  Gaelic  ex- 
clusively and  scarce  know  a  word  of  English*  They 
mostly  came  out  with  *  The  Macnab/  but  from  time 
to  time  they  are  refreshed  by  arrivals  from  the  Old 
Country. 

Having  a  long  day's  work  before  us,  we  were  en- 
abled to  make  but  a  short  stay,  so,  bidding  him  and 
bis  family  a  sincere  good*bye  and  good  speed,  we 
renewed  our  journey.  We  soon  came  in  sight  of  the 
black  stumpy  monuments  of  one  of  the  most  disastrous 
conflagrations  which  ever  victimized  a  forest.  Some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  ravages  of  the  '  devouring 
element,*  from  the  simple  fact  that  it  all  but  totally 
consumed  every  stick  of  timber  covering  a  space  of 
forty -five  miles  by  twenty -five ;  and  the  value  of  what 
was  thus  destroyed  may  be  partially  estimated,  when 
it  is  considered  that  one  good  raft  of  timber  is  worth 
from  three  to  five  thousand  pounds.  These  rafts, 
which  are  seen  clotted  about  the  lake  in  every  direc- 
tion, have  a  very  pretty  efifect,  with  their  little  distin- 
guishing flags  floating  in  the  breeze,  some  from  the 
top  of  a  pole,  some  from  the  top  of  the  little  shanty 
in  which  their  hardy  navigators  live;  and  a  dreary, 
fatiguing,  and  dangerous  career  it  must  he;  but  Pro- 
vidence, in  his  mercy,  has  so  constituted  man,  that 
habit  grows  into  a  new  nature;  and  these  hardy  sons 
of  creation  sing  as  merrily,  smile  as  cheerfully,  smoke 
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I  as  calmly,  and  unquestiooably  sleep  as  soundly,  as 
any  veteran  in  idleness,  tliough  pampered  witli  luxu* 
lies,  and  with  a  balance  at  his  banker's  which  he  is  at 
B  losa  how  to  squander, 
^fe  These  song  of  toil  hear  practical  testimony  to 
~  the  truth  of  what  the  late  lamented  Sir  J,  Franklin 
always  declared  to  he  his  conviction,  from  long  ex- 
perience, viz.,  that  the  use  of  spirits  is  enfeebling 
rather  than  invigorating  to  those  who  have  to  work 
Hbi  the  most  severe  climates*  The  Lumberers  are 
nearly  all  teetotallers,  and  I  am  told  they  declare 
that  they  find  their  health  bettered,  their  endur- 
ance strengthened,  their  muscles  hardened,  and  their 
spirits  enlivened  by  the  change.  If  this  be  so,  and 
if  we  find  that  the  natives  of  warm  climates  are,  as 
a  mass,  also  teetotallers,  and  that  when  they  for- 
sake their  temperance  colours  they  deteriorate  and 
eventually  disappear,  I  iear  we  must  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  however  delicious  iced  champagne  or 
sherry-cobbler  may  be,  or  however  enjoyable  ^  a  long 
pull  at  the  pewter  pot,'  they  are  not  in  any  way  neces- 
sary to  health  or  cheerfulness,  and  that  like  all 
aotions  they  have  their  reactions,  and  thus  create 
a  desire  for  their  repetition,  until  by  habit  they  become 
a  second  nature,  to  the  great  comfort  and  consolation 
of  worthy  wine  mercbants  and  fashionable  medical 
men,  whose  balance-sheets  would  suffer  about  equally 


by  the  discoDtznuiuice  of  their  use ;  not  to  menuon 
the  sad  effects  of  their  misuse,  as  daily  exhibited  in 
police  feports,  and  other  features,  if  possible  worsai 
which  the  records  of  *  hells'  would  reveal. 

80  stroDg  does  the  passion  become,  that  I  know  of 
a  lady  who  weighs  nearly  a  ton^  and  is  proud  of  dis- 
playing more  of  her  precious  substance  than  society 
gener^y  approves  of,  in  whom  the  taste  *  for  a  wee 
drop'  is  60  strong,  that,  to  enable  her  to  gratify  it 
more  freely,  she  has  the  pleasure  of  paying  two 
medical  men  a  guinea  each  daily,  to  stave  off  as  lo 
as  they  can  its  insidious  attacks  npon  her  gigantic" 
frame.  You  must  not,  however,  suppose  that  I  am  a 
teetotaller.  I  have  tried  it,  and  never  found  myself 
better  than  while  practising  it ;  still  I  never  lose  a 
chance  if  a  bottle  of  iced  champagne  is  circulating, 
for  I  confess— I  love  it  dearly. 

Pardon  this  digression. — We  are  again  on  the 
Ottawa;  as  we  advance,  the  river  narrows  and  be- 
comes studded  with  little  islands  covered  with  wild 
ahrubs  and  forest  trees,  from  whose  stiff  unyielding 
boughs  the  more  pliant  shoots  droop  playfully  into 
the  foaming  stream  below,  like  the  children  of  Gravity 
coquetting  with  the  family  of  Passion.  Of  course 
these  islands  form  rapids  in  everj-  direction ;  we  soon 
approach  the  one  selected  as  the  channel  in  which  to 
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try  our  strength.  On  we  dash  boldly — down  ruahea 
the  stream  with  a  roar  of  defitince  ;  arrived  midway, 
a  deadly  struggle  ensues  hetween  boiling  water  and 
i  running  water;  we  tremble  in  the  balance  of  victory — 
^kihe  rushing  waters  triumph  ;  we  sound  a  retreat,  which 
^Bis  put  in  practice  with  the  caution  of  a  Xenophon, 
"  and  down  we  glide  into  the  stiller  waters  below. 

Poke  the  fires, — -pile  the  coals.     Again  we  dash  on- 
wards- again  we  reach  midway — again  the  moment 
I      of  struggle — again  the  ignominy  of  defeat — again  the 
^Pttouncil  of  war  in  the  stiller  waters  below.     We  now 
summon  all  our  energies,  detennined  that  defeat  shall 
but  nerve  us  to  greater  exertion.    We  go  lower  down, 
BO  as  to  obtain  greater  initial  velocity ;  the  fires  are 
made  to  glow  one  spotless  mass  of  hving  heat.   Again 
the  charge  is  sounded  i  on  we  rush,  our  httle  boat 
throbbing  from  stem  to  stem ;  again  the  angry  waters 
roar  defiance — again  the  deadly  struggle — again  for  a 
moment  we  tremble  in  the  balance  of  victory.     Sud- 
denly a  universal  shout  of  triumph  is  heard^  and  as 
^  the  joyous  cheers  die  in  ecboes  through  the  forest, 
^f^e  are  breasting  the  smoother  waters  of  the  Ottawa 
above  the  rapids. 

This  is  all  very  well  on  paper,  but  I  assure  you  it 
vas  a  time  of  intense  excitement  to  us ;  if  in  the 
noment  of  deadly  struggle  the  tiller  ropes  had  broken^ 


or  the  Lelmsman  bad  made  one  false  turn  of  the 
wheel,  we  might  have  got  across  the  boiling  rapids, 
and  then  good-bye  to  sublunary  friends  *  our  bones 
might  have  been  floating  past  Quebec  before  the  news 
of  OUT  destruction  had  reached  it. 

The  Ottawa  is  by  no  means  the  only  channel  in 
these  parts  for  conveying  the  produce  of  the  lumberer  s 
toil ;  there  are  tributaries  innumerable,  affording  hun- 
dreds of  miles  of  raft  navigation ;  so  that  an  almost 
indefinite  field  for  their  labour  is  open,  and  years, 
if  not  centuries,  must  elapse  before  the  population 
can  increase  sufficiently  to  effect  any  very  material 
inroad  on  these  all  but  inexhaustible  forests. 

After  proceeding  a  few  miles  beyond  the  scene  of 
our  late  severe  struggle,  we  reached  the  little  village 
of  Portage  du  Fort,  above  which  the  rapids  are  per- 
fectly impassable.  The  inhabitants  of  this  little  wild 
forest  community  are  not  very  numerous,  as  may  be 
supposed,  and  the  only  object  of  interest  is  a  flour- 
mill,  which  supplies  the  lixmherei^  for  many  miles, 
both  above  and  below.  Our  little  steamer  being 
unable  to  ascend  higher,  we  were  compelled  to  make 
a  Scotchman's  cruise  of  it — *  There  and  bock  agin/ 
So,  turning  onr  head  eastward,  we  bowled  along  merrily 
with  the  stream,  dashing  down  our  late  antagonist 
like  a  flash  of  lightning,   then  across  the  lake,  and 


broagh  a  fleet  of  bannered  rafts,  till  we  landed  on 
the  Chats  Falls  Island,  where  we  found  our  ponies 
ready  to  whisk  us  along  the  mid-air  railway.  Re- 
emharking  on  the  steamer  of  the  morning,  we  found  a 
capital  dinner  ready  for  us,  end  ere  the  shades  of 
evening  had  closed  in,  we  were  once  more  enjoying 
the  hospitalities  of  Ayltuer. 

Aylmer  has  only  a  population  of  iioo  inhabitants, 
but  they  are  not  idle.  The  house  of  Jilr*  E.  does 
business  with  the  lumberers  to  the  tune  of  £aoo,ooo 
annually,  and  supplies  them  with  ij^ooo  lbs.  of  tea 
every  year.  Grog-shops  are  at  a  discount  in  these 
parts.  The  increasing  prosperity  of  this  neighbour- 
hood is  mainly  owing  to  the  energy  and  enterprise  of 
Mr*  Egan  and  his  friend  M.  Aumond,  It  was  by 
these  two  gentlemen  that  the  steam-boats  were  put 
on  the  lakes,  and  the  rail  made  across  the  island. 
Everybody  feels  how  much  the  facility  of  conveyance 
has  increased  the  prosperity  of  this  loctility ;  and  the 
value  of  Mr.  E/s  services  is  honourably  recognised, 
by  his  unopposed  election  as  the  representative  of  the 
district.  Having  had  a  good  night's  rest  and  taken 
in  a  substantial  breakfast,  we  started  off  on  our 
return  to  Bytown,  which  city  may  be  considered  as 
the  head- quarters  of  the  lumberers. 
|i    The  ground  upon  which  the  greater  part  of  Bytown 


standB,  was  offered  some  years  since  to  a  servant,  as 
payment  for  a  debt  of  £70 ;  be  found  the  bargain  so 
bad,  tbat  be  tried  to  get  out  of  it.  The  value  of  the 
same  land  is  now  eBtimated  at  £200,000  !  1 !  As  late 
as  1826,  there  was  not  one  stone  put  upon  another ; 
now  the  population  is  10,000,  and  steadily  increasing. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  the  panoramic  view 
from  the  verge  of  the  Barrack  Hill,  which  is  a  dark 
frowniug  perpendicular  rock  several  hundred  feet 
high.  To  the  west  are  the  Chaudi^re  Falls,  200  feet 
broad  and  60  feet  high,  irregular  in  shape,  and  broken 
here  and  there  by  rocks,  around  which  the  rapids  leap 
in  onceasitig  frenxy,  ere  they  take  their  last  plunge 
into  the  maddened  gulf  below,  thence  rolling  their 
dark  waters  beneath  your  feel.  Below  the  falls  the 
river  is  spanned  by  a  very  light  and  beautiful  sus- 
pension bridge.  This  part  of  the  scene  is  enlivened 
by  the  continuftl  descent  of  timber  rafts  rushing  down 
the  sHdes,  skilfully  guided  by  their  hardy  and  expe- 
rienced navigators.  Around  you  is  a  splendid  ex- 
panse of  waving  field  and  sombre  forest,  far  as  the  eye 
can  stretch,  and  bounded  towai^ds  the  north  by  moun- 
tains looming  and  half  lost  in  distance,  whence  comes 
the  mighty  Gatinean — a  watery  highway  for  forest 
treasure,  threadiog  its  course  like  a  stream  of  liquid 
silver  as  the  sun's  rays  dance  upon  its  bosom,^tbe 


tb€ 

W' 


» 


whole  forming  one  of  the  most  beautiful  panoramas 
imaginable. 

No  place  was  ever  better  calculated  for  the  capital 
of  a  great  country.  Bordering  upon  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  only  twelve  hours  from  Montreal, 
easily  capable  of  defence,  with  a  trade  increasing  in 
?alue  as  rapidly  as  the  source  thereof  is  inexhaust- 
ible, at  the  confluence  of  two  rivers  whose  banks  are 
alike  rich  in  timber  and  arable  land,  requiring  hut 
nineteen  miles  of  lockage  to  unite  the  St.  Lawrence, 
the  Ottawa,  and  the  Gatineau  with  the  boundless 
and  lakes  of  America,  possessing  the  magnificent 
ideau  Canal,  which  affords  a  ready  transport  down 
'to  Kingston  on  Lake  Ontario,  rich  with  scenery 
unsurpassed  in  beauty  and  grandeur,  and  enjoying  a 
climate  aa  healthy  as  any  the  world  can  produce, 
Nature  seems  to  have  marked  out  By  town  as  the  site 
for  a  Canadian  metropohs.  In  short,  were  I  a  prophet 
instead  of  a  traveller,  I  should  holdlj  predict  that 
such  it  must  be  some  day,  if  Canada  remain  united 
and  independent. 

I  must  here  explain  the  slides  for  lumber,  before 
tdluded  to.  In  days  gone  by,  all  lumber  was  shot 
down  the  rapids,  to  find  its  way  as  best  it  could,  the 
natural  consequence  being  that  large  quantities  were 
irrecoverably  lost*     It  occurred  to  Mr.  Wright  that 


this  waste  of  toU  and  timber  migbt  be  obviated,  and 
he  accordingly,  after  great  labour  and  expense,  suc- 
ceeded in  inventing  what  is  termed  a  slide — ^in  other 
words,  an  inclined  wooden  frame — upon  which  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  huge  logs  that  compose  a  portion 
of  a  raft  can  be  floated  down  together  in  perfect 
security,  under  the  guidance  of  one  or  two  expert 
men.  The  invention  answered  admirably,  as  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that,  through  its  instrumentality,  timber 
which  formerly  took  two  seasons  to  reach  Quebec^ 
now  does  so  in  five  months.  Like  many  other  in- 
ventors, I  fear  Mr.  Wright  has  not  rec^ved  justice  at 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  who,  by  buHdirig  slides 
of  their  own,  and  granting  advantages  to  those  who 
Use  tJ)em,  have  thus  removed  the  traffic  from  !Mr. 
Wright's — an  injustice  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  is 
not  too  late  to  repair ;  at  all  events,  the  Imperial 
legislature,  which  felt  bound  to  vote  JE4000  to 
a  mjin  that  invented  a  machine  for  making  little 
holes  between  penny  stamps,  on  the  ground  of 
commercial  utility,  must  agree  with  me  that  it 
is  unworthy  of  a  lumbering  colony  to  neglect  the 
claims  of  a  man,  whose  invention  has  proved  to  be 
a  benefit  to  the  lumber  trade,  absolutely  beyond 
calculation. 

The  chief  proprietor  at  Bytown  is  the  Hon.  Mr, 


Mflckay^  and  of  his  career  in  Canada  he  may  indeed 
be  jastly  proud.  Arri\ing  in  the  country  as  a  labourer 
without  a  Mend,  he  has,  by  bis  integrity  and  iutellec- 
tualcapabibty,  fought  his  way  up  nobly  to  the  highest 
poaiUon  in  the  colony,  and  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council.  Nor  has  he, 
while  battling  for  senatorial  honours,  neglected  bis 
more  material  interests,  and  the  energy  be  has  brought 
to  bear  upon  them  has  been  rewarded  to  his  heart's 
desire.  He  has  a  charming  little  country  place,  called 
Rideaii  Hollj  about  three  miles  out  of  town,  and  is 
the  owner  of  several  carding,  saw,  and  flour-mills, 
besides  an  extensive  cloth  factory,  from  the  produce 
of  which  I  am  at  this  moment  most  comfortably  clad. 
Mr.  Mackay's  career  may  fairly  be  termed  a  useful 
colonial  monument,  to  encourage  the  aspirations  o^ 
noble  ambition,  and  to  scourge  the  consciences  of 
those  drones  who  always  see  *  a  lion  in  the  way.'  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  his  hospitahties  at  a 
grand  breakfayl  which  he  gave  in  honour  of  my  two 
travelling  friends,  who  were,  I  believe,  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council,  that  had  been  here 
for  very  many  yeax's. 

One  object  of  their  present  visit  was  to  ascertain, 
from  personal  observation  and  inquiry,  how  far  it  was 
desirable  the  Government  should  grant  money,   for 
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the  purpose  of  making  any  of  the  locks  requisite  to 
connect  the  Ottawa,  &c.,  with  Montreal  and  Quebec. 
I  cannot  for  an  instant  doubt  their  being  most 
thoroughly  convinced  both  of  its  perfect  practica- 
bility and  of  its  immense  importance.  It  only  re- 
quires the  construction  of  nineteen  miles  of  canal,  to 
complete  an  unbroken  water  communication  from 
Quebec  to  the  Ottawa  and  all  its  gigantic  tributaries, 
extending  even  to  Lake  Temiscaming  ;  and  if  a  canal 
were  cat  from  this  latter  to  Lake  Nipissing,  the  com- 
munication would  then  be  complete  through  the 
heart  of  Canada  across  all  the  inland  ocean  waters  of 
the  American  continent,  and  thence  to  New  York  viA 
Erie  Canal  and  Hudson,  or  to  New  Orleans  vid 
Illinois  Canal,  river,  and  Mississippi.  Already  £50,000 
have  been  voted  for  this  purpose,  and  this  first  instal- 
ment is  mainly  due  to  the  energy  of  Mr.  Egan.  As 
a  mark  of  respect  for  their  representative,  he  was  to 
be  honoured  with  a  public  dinner,  at  which  my  two 
companions  of  the  Executive  Council  were  to  attend. 
Unfortunately,  my  time  was  limited,  and  I  was  obUged 
to  decline  participating  in  the  compliment  which 
Mr.  Egan  had  so  well  earned;  so,  bidding  adieu 
to  my  friends,  and  casting  one  last  and  lingering 
glance  at  that  glorious  panorama  — the  remem- 
brance of  which  time  can  never  efface,,!  got  into  an 
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Open  sliay,  and  began  prosecutmg  my  solitaiy  way 
towards  Prescatt. 

I  left  the  hotel  as  the  guests  were  all  arriving,  and 
the  fumes  of  the  coming  feast  proclaiming,  in  the 
most  appetizing  way,  the  object  of  their  meeting,  I 
bad  two  hours'  daylight  still  left,  and  thus  was 
enabled  to  see  a  little  of  that  part  of  the  neighbour* 
hood,  which  alone  was  concealed  when  standing 
on  the  B  arrack- hill ;  the  more  I  saw  of  it,  the 
more  convinced  was  I  of  the  peculiar  adaptation  of 
Bytown  for  a  great  city;  the  ground  is  admirably 
suited  for  building,  and  possesses  a  water-power  wliich 
is  inexhaustible.  My  road,  as  may  naturally  be  sup* 
posed  in  a  new  country,  lay  tluough  alternations  of 
forest  and  cultivation ;  if  it  was  not  well  macadamized, 
at  least  it  was  far  better  than  I  had  expected,  and 
there  is  some  pleasure  in  being  agreeably  disappointed, 
and  able  to  jog  along  without  eternally  humpiug  in 
some  deep  rut,  which  shakes  the  ash  off  your  cigar 
inside  your  waistcoat.  Here  and  there,  of  course,  I 
came  across  a  break-neck  tract,  but  that  only  made 
the  contrast  more  enjoyable. 

At  half-past  twelve  at  night  the  little  horses  began 
to  feel  the  effect  of  six  hours'  work,  so  I  stopped  at  a 
tolerably  miserable  wayside  inn  for  four  hours,  which 
was  distributed  between  washing,  feeding,  and  sleep- 
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Mr.  Parish  is  the  great  proprietor  at  the  former  of 
these  towns,  and  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  considerable 
wealth,  wliich  he  appears  to  be  employing  alike  use- 
fttlly  and  profitably — viz.,  in  reclaiming  from  the  lake 
a  piece  of  land,  about  foiir  hundred  square  yards,  ad- 
joining the  railway  terminus,  by  which  means  vessels 
be  able  to  unload  readily  on  his  new  wharf;  the 
^claimed  ground  will  thereby  acquire  an  enormous 
value  for  storehouses. 

Haying  finished  my  observations,  and  been  well 
baked  by  a  vertical  sun,  I  embarked  at  a  p,m.  Lovely 
weather  and  lovely  scenery. 

The  village  of  Brockville  is  very  prettily  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
prettiest  towns  in  Canada.  Continuing  our  course, 
numberless  neat  little  villages  and  lovely  villas  appear 
from  time  to  time,  but  when  fairly  on  the  Lake  of 
The  Thousand  Isles,  the  scenery  is  altogether  charm- 
ing, and  some  new  beauty  is  constantly  bursting 
into  view.  Upon  the  present  occasion  the  scene 
was  rendered  more  strikiDg,  by  the  perfect  reflection 
of  all  the  islands  upon  the  burnished  bosom  of  the 
glassy  lake-  We  reached  Cape  Vincent  towards 
evening,  and,  cbonging  into  another  steamer,  landed 
safely  at  Kingston  about  ten  at  night,  where,  find  id  g 
a  young  artillery  friend,  I  was  soon  immersed  in  that 
G  2 


most  absorbing  of  all  pleasures  to  one  long  from 
borne — viz.,  talking  over  old  friends  and  old  seeneSi 
until  yon  feel  as  though  you  wore  among  both 
of  them.  Night,  however,  has  its  claims  upon  man, 
and  being  honest,  I  discharged  my  obligation  by 
going  to  bed  as  the  tell-tale  clock  strnck  three, 

Kingston  is  but  a  small  place,  though  once  of 
considerable  importance.  The  population  is  about 
12,000.  In  the  year  1841,  Lord  Sydenham  having 
removed  the  seat  of  Government  from  Toronto  to 
Kingston,  the  inhabitants  expended  large  sums  of 
money  in  the  expectation  that  it  would  so  continue, 
but,  in  1844,  it  was  removed  back  again,  and  conse- 
quently a  very  heavy  loss  was  incurred  by  those  who 
had  laid  out  their  money.  It  is  this  eternal  shifting 
about  of  the  seat  of  Government — the  disadvantage 
of  which  must  be  manifest  to  every  one — that  makes 
me  hope  Bytown,  the  position  of  which  is  so  central, 
may  some  day  be  decided  upon  as  the  city  to  enjoy 
that  hononr  permanently.  However  much  King- 
ston may  be  recovering  itself,  and  I  was  told  it  is, 
I  must  confess  tbat^  despite  its  cathedral,  colleges, 
university,  and  other  fine  buildings,  which  it  un- 
.donbtedly  possesses,  the  grass  in  the  streets  and 
lanes,  the  pigB  and  the  cows  feeding  about  in  all 
directions,  made  me  feel  ashamed,   especially  when 
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I  thought  of  young  Ogdensburg,  which  I  had  so 
lately  left.  Taking  into  consideration  the  extent 
of  lake  communication  which  it  enjoys,  and  that  by 
the  magnificent  Eideau  Canal  the  whole  country  of 
the  Ottawa  is  open  to  it,  I  must  say,  that  I  con- 
ider  the  state  of  Kingston  the  strongest  reflection 
upon  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the  population. 
The  finest  view  is  from  the  Citadel,  which  commands 
a  splendid  panoramic  expanse ;  the  fortifications  are 
in  good  repair,  and  garrisoned  hy  Canadian  Rifles 
and  a  few  Boyal  Artillery^men.  One  of  the  objects  I 
should  have  had  most  interest  in  visiting  was  the 
Provincial  Penitentiary,  the  arrangements  of  which  I 
had  heard  were  admirable ;  but,  as  I  had  no  time  to 
see  them,  the  reader  is  saved  the  details. 

At  3  P.M.,  I  was  again  steaming  away  on  Lake 

Ontario,  which  soon  spreads  out  into  an  open  sea.  The 

boat  was  tolerably  good  and  clean,  and  the  food  to 

match,  but  it  was  served  down  below ;  the  cabin  was 

orefore  very  stuffy.     I  selected  a  bed  with  great 

are,  and  in  due  time  got  into  it,  quite  delighted  with 

my  carefully  chosen  position,  and  soon   buried  my 

nose  in  the  pillow,  full  of  peaceful  hopes.     Luckless 

ortal !  scarce  had  my  nose  extracted  the  cold  firom 
Its  point  of  contact  with  the  pillow-case,  when  a  sound 
came  rushing  forth  with  a  violence  which  shook  not 
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only  me  and  my  bed,  but  the  whole  cabin.  The  tale 
is  soon  told.  I  had  built  my  nest  at  the  muzzle  of 
the  whistle  of  the  engine,  and  as  they  made  a  point 
of  screeching  forth  the  moment  anything  appeared  in 
sight,  you  may  guess  that  I  had  a  pleasant  night  of 
it,  and  have  scrupulously  avoided  repeating  the  ex- 
periment in  any  subsequent  steam  excursions.  Having 
Qobody  to  blame  but  myself,  I  lost  the  little  satis- 
faction I  might  have  had  in  abusing  somebody  else, 
and  calling  him  a  stupid  ass  for  making  such  a  choice* 
However,  as  a  matter  of  justice  I  abused  myself,  and 
the  point  being  beyond  dispute,  no  rejoinder  was  put 
in.  Pleased  with  the  candour  of  my  confession,  I 
caught  such  snatches  of  rest  as  the  engineer  and  his 
whistle  in  mercy  vouchsafed  me — the  next  morning 
we  were  in  Toronto. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Colonial  Education  and  Prosperity. 


nnOBONTO  is  prettily  situated,  and  looks  flourish- 

-^   ing  and  prosperous  ;  the  way  in  wliich  property  is 

increasing  in  value  here  is  wonderful,  and  the  hits  some 

people  have  made  are  quite  fahulous.  A  property  which 

had  heen  bought  for  £30,000,  was,  within  a  month— 

J>efore  even  the  price  was  paid  in  full — resold  in  lots 

or  £100,000.     The  position  of  the  town  is  admirably 

adapted  for  a  great  commercial  city ;  it  possesses  a 

I      secure  harbour;  it  is  situated  on  a  lake  about  190 

miles  long  by  ^o  broad;  thence  the  St.  Lawrence 

'      carries  its  produce  to  the  ocean,  and  the  Rideau  canal 

1     connects  it  with  the  lumberers'  home  on  the  Ottawa; 

^^Be  main  trunk  line  of  railway — which  will  extend 

I     from  the  Western  point  of  the  colony  to  Halifax — 

passes  through  it;  a  local  line — travemng  some  of 

the  richest  laud  in  Canada — is  now  in  progress  to 

Lake  Simcoe  and  Lake  Huron  ;  one  iron  horse  already 

I  

^affords  it  communication  with  Waterloo — nearly  oppo- 

ie  Buffalo— from  whence  produce  descends  by  the 
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Erie  Canal  and  the  Hudson  to  New  York ;  besides 
all  which  tidvantages,  it  enjoys  at  present  tlie  privilege 
of  being  one  of  the  seats  of  government  and  the 
radiiiting  point  of  education.  Surely,  then,  if  any 
town  in  Upper  Canada  ought  to  flourish,  it  is  Toronto; 
nor  is  there,  I  trust,  any  reason  to  doubt  that  it  wiU 
become  a  most  wealthy  and  important  place.  The 
influence  of  the  young  railways  is  already  beginning 
to  be  felt;  the  population  which  in  1851  was  only 
35,000,  amounted  in  1853  to  upwards  of  30,000,  and 
is  still  rapidly  increasing.  Having  been  fortunate 
enough  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Mr,  Cumberland, 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  line  of  railway  to  Lake 
Simcoe,  he  was  kind  enough  to  ask  me  to  accom* 
pany  him  to  that  hike  on  a  trip  of  inspection,  an  offer 
of  which  I  gbidly  availed  myself.  1  waa  delighted  to 
find  that  the  Canadians  had  sufficient  good  sense  to 
patronize  first  and  second  class  carnages ;  and  also, 
that  tliey  have  begun  to  make  their  own  carriages  and 
locomotives.  The  rails  appeared  very  solidly  laid 
down,  and  the  road  fenced  ofl" ;  but  despite  the 
fences,  an  inquisitive  cow  managed  to  get  on  the 
line,  and  was  very  near  being  made  beef  of  in  con- 
sequence. The  progress  of  cultivation  gave  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  of  increasing  prosperity,  while 
the  virgin  forest-land  told  what  a  rich  harvest  was 
still  in  store  for  the  industrious  emigrant. 


Ever  and  anon  you  saw  on  the  cleared  ground  that 

feature  so  peculiar  to  American  scenery,  a  patriarchal 

remnant  of  the   once  dense  forest,  as   destitute   of 

branches  as  the  early  Adam  was  of  small-clothes,  his 

bark  sabled  by  the  Sames,  the  few  Bummit  leavea-^ 

which  alone  indicated  vitahty — scarce  more  in  number 

than  the  centuries  he  could  boast,  and  trembling,  as 

it  were,  at  their  perilous  weight  and  doubtful  tenure, 

while  around  him  stood  stumps  more  sahled,  on  whom 

^^the  flames  had  done  more  deadly  work,  the  whole — 

^Bwhen  the  poetry  had  passed  away— reminding  one  of 

^Bl  black  Paterfamilias  standing  proudly  in  the  centre 

^  of  his  nigger  brood* 

There  is   a   good  iron-foundry   established  herej 

^_  which  turns  oot  some  excellent  engines.     Some  of 

^Pthe  public  buildings  are  also  £ne;   but  there  being 

unfortunately  no  quarries  in  the  neighbourhood,  they 

are  built  of  brick.     The  Lunatic  Asylum  is  one  of 

^■ihe   best,  but  it  is  surrounded  with  a  high  prison- 

l^^ookiug   wall,    which    I  believe   modem  experience 

condemns  strongly  as  exercising  a  baneful  influence 

upon  the  unfortunate  patients.    If  it  be  so,  let  us 

hope  it  may   be  enclosed  by  something  more  hght, 

airy,  and  open. 

^K    Severtd  of  the  churches  are  very  fine.     I  visited  the 

^^Ipiscopal  Church,  which  has  been  bunit  down  three 

.times,  and   on   my  remarking  to    the   arcliitect   the 


apparent  clumsiDess  of  the  pews,  which  destroyed  the 
eSdct  inside,  he  smiled,  and  told  me  that  by  the  con- 
tract he  was  obliged  to  replace  them  exactly  as  before* 
I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  a  specimen  of  conservatism 
-fun  mad,  to  which  he  fully  assented.  Trinity  Epis- 
copal College  is  one  of  the  finest  edifices  in  the 
neighbourhood;  at  present  it  contains  only  thirty- 
five  students,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  its  sphere  of  use- 
fiilness  may  be  extended  as  its  funds  increase.  It 
has  the  foundation  of  a  very  good  library,  which  is 
rapidly  extending ;  the  University  of  Cambridge  sent 
them  out  a  magnificent  addition  of  3000  volumes. 
The  last  building  I  shall  mention  is  the  Normal 
Sefaool,  to  visit  which  was  one  of  my  chief  objects  in 
stopping  at  Toronto. 

The  ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  this 
building  was  inaugurated  with  all  due  solemnity,  and 
under  the  auspices  of  the  able  representative  of  our 
gracious  Queen,  on  the  2nd  of  July,  1S51.  In  Ms 
eloquent  speech  on  that  memorable  occasion,  when 
referring  to  the  difficulties  on  the  question  of  religious 
instruction,  the  following  beautiful  passage  occurs  : — 

*  I  understand,  sir,  that  while  the  varying  views  and 
opinions  of  a  mixed  religious  society  are  scrupulously 
respected,  while  every  semblance  of  dictation  is  care- 
fully avoided,  it  is  desired,  it  is  earnestly  recommended, 
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it  is  confideBtly  expected  and  lioped,  tbat  every  ehild 
who  atends  our  common  schools  shiill  Icara  there  tbat 
he  is  a  beiog  who  has  an  interest  in  eternity  as  well 
as  in  time ;  that  he  has  a  Father  towards  whom  he 
stands  in  a  closer  and  more  afiectiog  and  more  endear- 
ing relationship  than  to  any  earthly  father,  and  that 
Father  is  in  heaven ;  that  he  has  a  hope  far  trans- 
cending every  earthly  hope — a  hope  fiill  of  immortality 
^the  hope,  namely,  that  that  Father  9  kingdom  may 
come ;  that  lie  has  a  duty  which,  like  the  sun  in  oiir 
celestial  system,  stands  in  the  centre  of  his  moral 
obligations,  shedding  upon  them  a  hallowing  light 
which  they  in  their  turn  reHect  and  absorb ,^ — the  duty 
of  striving  to  prove  by  his  life  and  conversation  the 
sincerity  of  his  prayer  that  that  Father's  will  may  be 
done  upon  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  I  understand, 
sir,  that  upon  the  broad  and  solemn  platform  which 
is  raised  upon  that  good  foundation,  we  invite  the 
ministers  of  religion  of  all  denominations^ — the  de 
fa^^to  spiritual  guides  of  the  people  of  the  countr}^— 
to  take  their  stand  along  with  us ;  that,  so  far  from 
hampering  or  impeding  them  in  the  exercise  of  their 
sacred  functions,  we  ask,  and  we  beg  them  to  take 
the  children — the  lambs  of  the  flock  which  are  com- 
mitted to  their  care — aside,  and  lead  them  to  those 
pastures  and  streams  where  they  will  find,  as  they 
believe  it,  the  food  of  life  and  the  waters  of  consolation. 
*  *  4^  ^  *' 

'Permit  me  in  conclusion,  to  say,  both  as  an 
humble  Christian  man  and  as  the  head  of  the  civil 
government  of  the  province,  that  it  gives  me  unfeigned 
pleasure  to  perceive  that  the  youth  of  this  country,  of 


all  denominations,  who  are  destined  in  their  matcmsr 
years  to  meet  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  ciyil 
Hfe  upon  terms  of  perfect  civil  and  rehgious  equality 
— I  say  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  and  to  know  that 
they  are  receiving  an  education  which  is  fitted  so  well 
to  qualify  them  for  the  discharge  of  those  important 
dudes,  and  that  while  their  hearts  are  yet  tender  and 
their  affections  yet  green  and  young,  they  are  asso- 
ciated under  conditions  which  are  likely  to  promote 
among  them  the  growth  of  those  truly  Christian 
graces — mutual  respect,  forhearance,  and  charity.' 

The  position  of  the  building  is  well  chosen,  being 
surrounded  with  cultivated  ground  sufficiently  exten- 
sive to  be  usefully  employed  in  illustrating  the  lec- 
tures given  on  vegetable  physiology  and  agricultural 
chemistry,*  The  rooms  are  all  very  lofty,  airy,  and 
scrupulously  clean  ;  a  notice  at  the  entrance  warns 
you,  '  The  dirty  practice  of  spitting  not  allowed  in 
this  building:'  and  as  far  as  eye  could  discern,  the 
notice  is  rigidly  obeyed.  I  was  told  that  a  specific 
had  been  found  to  cure  the  filthy  habit.  I  mention 
it  for  the  benefit  of  hotel-keepers  and  railway  con- 
ductors, in  all  places  where  such  a  relic  of  barbarism 
may  still  find  a  welcome.  On  a  certain  occasion,  the 
lecturer  having  received  undeniable  proof  that  one  of 
the  students  had  violated  the  before-mentioned  regu- 


•  Some  idea  of  the  uaeful  practical  information  taught  in 
these  lectures  may  be  formed  by  a  reference  to  the  Appendix  C. 
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latioD,  stopped  in  the  middle  of  one  of  liis  sublimest 
flights,  repeated  sonorously  the  notice,  called  the  cul- 
prit by  name,  informed  him  that  his  endeavour  to  dis- 
aipate  his  filth  into  infinity  by  the  sole  of  his  shoe 
was  useless,  and  ordered  him  forthwith  to  take  his 
handkerchief  out  and  wipe  it  up  clean.  Disobedience 
was  explosion :  with  crimson  cheek  he  expiated  his 
offence  by  obedience  to  the  order,  and  donbtlesg 
during  the  hushed  silence  in  which  he  completed  his 
labour,  he  became  a  confirmed  anti-expectorationist. 
^K  Great  attention  is  very  properly  paid  to  cleanliness, 
^RBasmuch  as  if  these  young  men,  who  arc  destined  to 
^^teach  others,  acquire  filthy  habits,  they  naturally 
encourage  the  same  vice  in  their  pupils,  and  thus  may 
be  almost  said  to  nationalize  it.  All  the  tables  and 
stools  are  fitted  like  those  in  the  schools  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  an  immense  improvement  on  the  one 
long  desk  and  long  form  to  match,  which  predominate 
all  but  universally  at  home.  The  iustniction  given 
is  essentially  by  lecture  and  questioning,  and  I  was 
particularly  struck  with  the  quiet  modulated  tones  in 
which  the  answers  were  given,  and  which  clearly 
proved  how  much  pains  were  taken  upon  this  appa- 
ently  trifling,  but  really  very  important,  poinL*    You 


My  ohservatioiiB  at  various  schools  ia  tbe  UiLited  States 
"satisfied  me  that  no  attention  b  paid  by  the  teachers  to  the 
tone  of  voice  in  which  the  hoya  give  their  answers. 
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heard  no  harsb  declamatioii  grating  on  your  ear,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  you  were  not  lulled  to  sleep  hy 
dreary,  daU  monotony. 

There  are  two  small  schools  attached  to  the  esta* 
blishment,  for  these  Normal  aspirants,  mde  and 
female,  to  practise  upon,  when  considered  sufficiently 
qualified.  Those  thus  employed  during  my  visit 
seemed  to  succeed  admirably,  for  I  never  saw  more 
merry,  cheerful  faces,  which  I  consider  one  of  the  best 
tests  of  a  master*s  efificiency.  The  little  girls,  taking 
a  fancy  for  music,  purchased  among  themselves  a 
cottage  piano,  which  being  their  own  instrument,  I 
have  no  doubt  increased  their  interest  in  the  study 
amazingly.  The  boys  have  a  kind  of  gynmasinm 
under  a  shed,  which,  when  released  firom  school,  they 
rush  to  with  an  avidity  only  equalled  by  that  which 
the  reader  may  have  experienced  in  his  early  days 
when  catching  sight  of  a  pastry-cook's  shop  im- 
mediately after  receiving  his  first  tip,* 

I  believe  that  to  this  establishment,  which  was 
founded  in  1846,  belongs  the  honour  of  being  The 
Pioneer  Normal  School  in  the  western  hemisphere. 
But  while  giving  due  credit  to  the  governor- general 
and  the  government  for  their    leading  parts  in  its 


*  The  femalefl  are  regularly  taught  calistlieaica,  and  the 
boys  gynmastica,  by  a  profeasor. 


foandatioD,  it  should  never  be  forgotten  how  much 
indebted  the  establishment  is  to  the  unwearying  zeal 
and  patient  investigations  of  Dr.  Ryerson,  the  chief 
superintendent  of  schools  in  Canada*  This  gentleman 
carefully  examined  the  various  systems  and  internal 
arrangement  of  scholastic  establishments,  not  only  all 
over  the  States,  but  in  everj^  country  of  the  Old  Worid, 
selecting  from  each  those  features  which  seemed  to  pro- 
duce the  most  comfort,  the  heat  instmction,  and  the 
greatest  harmony.  The  result  of  his  incjuiries  I  sub- 
joiQ  from  his  own  pen: — 

*  Our  system  of  public  elementary  instruction  is 
'eclectic,  and  is  to  a  considerable  extent  derived  from 
four  sources.  The  conchisions  at  which  the  present 
head  of  the  department  anrived  during  his  observations 
and  investigations  of  1845,  were,  firstly:  That  the 
machinery,  or  law  part  of  the  system^  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  the  best  upon  the  whole,  appearing, 
however^  defective  in  the  intricacy  of  some  of  its 
details,  in  the  absence  of  an  efficient  provision  for 
the  visitation  and  inspection  of  schools,  the  exami- 
nation of  teachers,  religious  instruction,  and  uni- 
form text-hooks  for  the  schools.  Secondly :  That 
the  principle  of  supporting  schools  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  was  the  best,  supporting  them  all 
according  to  property,  and  opening  them  to  all  with- 
out distinction ;  but  that  the  apphiation  of  this  prin- 
ciple should  not  be  made  by  the  requirements  of  state 
or  provincial  statute,  but  at  the  discretion  and  by  the 
action,  from  year  to  year,  of  the  inhabitants  in  each 


school  municipality — thus  avoidiDg  the  objection 
which  might  be  made  against  an  uniform  coercive  law 
on  this  point,  and  the  possible  indifference  which  might 
in  some  instances  be  indoced  by  the  provisions  of  such 
a  law  ^  independent  of  local  choice  and  action. 
Thirdly:  That  the  series  of  elementary  text-books, 
prepared  by  experienced  teachers  and  revised  and 
published  under  the  sanction  of  the  National  Board  of 
Education  in  Ireland,  were  as  a  whole  the  best  adapted 
to  schools  in  Upper  Canada — having  long  been  tested, 
having  been  translated  into  several  languages  of  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  having  been  introduced  more 
extensively  than  anv  other  series  of  text-books  into 
the  schools  of  England  and  Scotland.  Fourthly: 
That  the  system  of  normal-school  training  of  teachers, 
and  the  principles  and  modes  of  teaching  which  were 
found  to  exist  in  Germany,  and  which  have  been 
largely  introdaced  into  other  countries,  were  incom- 
parably the  best — the  system  which  makes  school- 
teaching  a  profession,  which,  at  every  stage,  and  in 
every  branch  of  knowledge,  teaches  things  and  not 
merely  words,  which  unfolds  and  illustrates  the  prin- 
ciples of  rules,  rather  than  assuming  and  resting 
upon  their  verbal  authority,  which  developes  all  the 
mental  faculties  instead  of  only  cultivating  and  load- 
ing the  memory — a  system  which  is  solid  rather  than 
showy,  practical  rather  than  ostentatious,  which 
prompts  to  independent  thinking  and  action  rather 
than  to  servile  imitation. 

*  Such  are  the  sources  from  which  tlie  principal  fea- 
tures of  the  school  system  in  Upper  Canada  have  been 
derived,  though  the  application  of  each  of  them  liaa 
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been  modified  by  the  local  eircum  stances  of  our 
country*  There  is  another  feature,  or  rather  cardinal 
principle  of  it,  which  is  rather  indigenous  than  exotic, 
which  is  wanting  in  the  educational  systems  of  some 
countries,  and  which  is  made  the  occasion  and  instru- 
ment of  invidious  distinctions  and  unnatural  proscrip- 
tions in  other  countries ;  we  mean  the  principle  of  not 
only  making  Christianity  the  basis  of  the  system,  and 
the  pervading  element  of  all  its  parts,  but  of  recog* 
nizing  and  combining,  in  their  official  character,  all 
the  clergy  of  tlie  land,  with  their  people,  in  its  prac- 
tical operations^ — mtdntaining  absolute  parental  supre* 
macy  in  the  religious  instruction  of  their  children,  and 
upon  this  principle  providiug  for  it  according  to  the 
circumstances,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  elected 
trastee-representativeg  of  each  school  municipality. 
The  clergy  of  the  country  have  access  to  each  of  its 
schools;  and  we  know  of  no  instance  in  which  the 
school  has  been  made  the  place  of  religious  discord, 
hut  many  instances,  especially  on  occasions  of  quar- 
terly public  examinations,  in  which  the  school  has 
witnessed  the  assemblage  and  friendly  intercourse  of 
clergy  of  various  religious  persuasions,  aud  thus 
become  the  radiating  centre  of  a  spirit  of  Christian 
charity  and  potent  co-operation  in  the  primary  work 
of  a  people's  ci\iIization  and  happiness/ 

With  reference  to  religions  instruction  at  the  normal 
schools,  Dr.  Ryerson  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the 
following  statement : — '  A  part  of  each  Friday  after- 
noon is  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  and  a  room  allowed 
for  the  minister  of  each  of  the  reUgioUB  persuasions  of 
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the  students^  to  give  instruction  to  the  members  of 
his  church,  who  are  required  to  attend,  as  also  to 
attend  the  serrice  of  Buch  church  at  least  once  every 
Sunday.  Hitherto,  we  have  found  no  difiBculty,  relttc- 
tance,  or  neglect,  in  giving  full  effect  to  this  system/ 

The  only  difficulty  in  these  matters  that  I  have 
heard  of,  is  a  long  dispute  with  the  Eoman  Catholic 
bishop  of  Toronto;  but  such  an  event  one  must  be 
prepared  for,  when  dealing  with  a  church  which  claims 
infallibility.  I  have  no  doubt  the  tact  and  moderation 
of  Br.  Byerson  have  ere  this  thrown  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters,  and  restored  the  harmony  which  existed  be- 
tween the  former  Roman  bishop  and  the  reverend 
doctor.  To  those  who  take  an  interest  in  education, 
the  report  of  the  system  used  in  Canada,  drawn  up  by 
Dr.  Byerson,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  l^egislative 
Assembly,  wiU  afford  much  pleasure  and  information ; 
it  is  of  course  far  too  large  a  subject  to  enter  upon  in 
these  pages,  containing,  as  it  does,  so  vast  an  amount 
of  matter  worthy  of  serious  reflection.  I  will,  how- 
ever, indulge  such  of  my  friends  as  were  taught  to 
read  in  the  last  century,  with  a  quotation  ^om  page 
67,  which  win  probably  astonish  them. 

Mr.  Horace  Mann,  so  long  the  able  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  in  Massachusetts,  after  point- 
ing out  the  absurdity  of  worrying  a  child's  life  out,  in 
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teaching  the  ABC,  &e.,  and  their  donbtful  and  often- 
varying  sounds  utterly  destitute  of  meaning,  instead 
of  'words  which  have  distinct  sounds  and  distinct 
meaning,  thus  winds  up  :^ — 'Learamg  his  letters, 
therefore,  gives  him  no  new  sound  ;  it  even  restricts 
his  attention  to  a  small  number  of  those  he  already 
knows*  So  far,  then,  the  learning  of  his  letters  con- 
tracts his  practice,  and  were  it  not  for  keeping  up  his 
former  habits  of  speaking,  at  home  and  in  tlie  play- 
ground, the  teacher  during  the  six  months  or  year, 
in  which  he  confines  him  t^  the  twenty-six  sounds  of 
the  alphabet,  would  pretty  near  deprive  him  of  the 
faculty  of  speech/ 

This  extract,  from  the  pen  of  one  who  has  devoted 
so  much  talent  and  patient  investigation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  education,  entitles  it  to  the  serious  consider- 
ation of  all  those  who  are  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  same  subject  in  this  country,  where  the  old 
ABO  cramming  all  hut  universally  prevails. — But 
to  return  to  Upper  Canada  and  its  schools.  Some 
estimate  of  the  value  of  its  scholastic  establishments 
may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that  while  its  sphere  of 
usefulness  is  rapidly  extending,  it  has  already  reached 
the  following  honourable  position  *  The  population  of 
Upper  Canada  is  close  upon  ijOOopoo;  the  number 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  16  is  263,000 ; 
H  Z 
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the  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  of  the  coimnoii 
school  establishments  is  179,587  ;  and  the  grand  total 
of  money  available  for  these  glorious  purposes,  is 
dEi  76,000.  I  feel  conscious  that  1  have  by  no  means 
done  full  justice  to  this  important  subject;  but  the 
limits  of  a  work  like  this  render  it  impossible  so  to 
do.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  Upper  Canada  is 
inferior  to  none  of  its  neighbouring  rivals,  as  regards 
the  quality  of  instruction  given,  and  that  it  is  rapidly 
treading  on  the  heels  of  the  most  liberal  of  them,  as 
regards  the  amount  raised  for  its  support.  The 
normal  school  I  conceive  to  be  a  model  as  nearly 
perfect  as  human  agency  has  yet  aehieyed ;  and  the 
chemical  and  agricultural  lectures  there  given,  and 
practically  illustrated  on  the  small  farm  adjoining  the 
building,  cannot  fail  to  produce  most  useful  and  im- 
portant results  in  a  young  uncultivated  country  pos- 
sessing the  richest  soil  imaginable.  The  Governor- 
General  and  the  Government  deserve  every  credit  for 
the  support  and  encouragement  they  have  given  to 
education ;  but  if  I  may  draw  a  comparison  without 
being  invidious,  I  would  repeat,  that  it  is  to  the 
unusual  zeal  and  energy  of  Dr,  Kyerson,  to  his  great 
powers  of  discriminating  and  selecting  what  he 
found  most  valuable  in  the  countless  methods  he 
examined,  and  to  his  combination  and  adaptation  of 
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them,  that  the  colony  is  mainly  indebted  for  its  pre- 
sent admirable  system.  Well  may  Upp^r  Canada  be 
proud  of  her  educational  achievements,  and  in  her 
past  exertions  read  a  hopeful  earnest  of  a  yet  mora 
noble  future,* 

But  it  is  not  in  education  alone  that  Canada  has 
been  shadowing  forth  a  noble  career.  Emancipated 
&om  maternal  apron-strings  by  a  constitutional  self- 
government,  and  aided  by  the  superior  administrative 
powers  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  she  has  exhibited  an 
innate  vitaHty  which  had  so  long  been  smothered  by 
imperial  misrule  as  to  cause  a  doubt  of  its  existence ; 
and  if  she  has  not  shown  it  by  the  birth  of  populous 
cities,  she  has  proved  it  by  a  more  general  and  dif- 
fusive prosperity.  A  revenue  quadrupled  in  four 
years  needs  no  Cbicagos  or  Buffalos  to  endorse  the 
colony's  claims  to  energy  and  progress.  Internal 
improvements  have  also  been  undertaken  on  a  large 
scale  :  railways  are  threading  their  iron  bands  tlirongh 
waste  and  forest,  and  connecting  in  one  link  all  the 
North  American  colonies;  the  tubular  bridge  at 
Montreal  will  be  the  most  stupendous  work  yet  un- 


•  These  remarliB  were  made  in  1853.  The  report  for  the 
year  1854  ia  bow  lying  before  me,  by  which  I  find  that  the 
attendance  has  increased  to  194.376 ;  and  tlie  money  raieed 
Ims  alao  increased   in  a  similar  ratio,  being  at  that  date 
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dertaken  by  enginoenBg  skill ;  canals  are  makiiig  a 
safe  way  for  commerce,  where  a  year  or  two  back  the 
loaiing  rapid  threw  it«  aogry  barrier.  Poptilation» 
especially  in  Upper  Canada,  is  marching  forward  with 
hasty  strides;  the  yalue  of  property  is  fast  increasing; 
loyalty  has  supplanted  discontent  and  rebellion ;  an 
imperial  baby  has  become  a  princely  colony,  with  as 
national  an  existence  as  any  kingdom  of  the  Old 
World,*  These  are  facts  npon  which  the  colonists 
may,  and  do,  look  with  feelings  of  both  pride  and 
satisfaction;  and  none  can  more  justly  contemplate 
them  with  such  emotions,  than  those  through  whose 
administrative  talents  these  prosperous  results  have 


•  Population  of  Canada, 
Ditto  ditto 


51,  1,843,265  ( 


Popplation  of  Upper  Caaiwla,  1841,      465,357 
Ditto  ditto  1 85 1,     952,004 


Increase 

5934 
per  cent. 

Increase 

10457 
per  cent. 

.0  to  1850  was 


The  increase  of  the  tTnit^d  States  from  i 
only  37 '7 7  per  cent. 

Wheat  crop.  Upper  Canada,  1841 
Ditto  ditto  1 85 1 

Wheat  crop,  Lower  Canada,    1841 
Ditto  ditto  1 851 

This  table  is  taken  from  an  able  statement  sent  by  the 
Goremor^General  to  the  Colonial  Office,  dated  Quebec, 
Dec.  22t  1853,  The  reader  is  also  partictdarly  requested 
to  refer  to  the  details  of  Canadian  prosperity,  in  the  chapter 
on  Emigration  in  Ap'pendisc  B,  toI  L 


3,221,991  bushels. 
12,692,852    ditto. 
1,021,405  bushels. 
3,326,190    ditto. 
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been  produced,  out  of  a  state  of  chaos,  in  eight  short 
years.  Dissatisfied  men  there  ever  will  he  among  a 
large  corainTinity,  and  therefore  questions  of  inde- 
pendence and  annexation  will  be  mooted  from  time 
to  time ;  hut  it  seems  hardly  probable  that  a  c^olony 
which  enjoys  an  almost  independent  nationality  would 
ever  be  disposed  to  resign  that  proud  position,  and  to 
swamp  her  individuality  among  the  thirty-three  free 
and  slave  States  of  the  adjoining  Eepublic.  At  all 
events,  the  colony,  by  her  conduct  with  reference  to 
the  present  war,  has  shown  that  she  is  filled  with  a 
spirit  of  loyalty,  devotion,  and  sympathy  as  true,  as 
fervent,  and  as  deep  as  those  which  animate  all  the 
other  subjects  of  our  beloved  Sovereign, 

Farewell  Canada!  May  the  son  of  prosperity, 
which  has  been  rising  upon  you  steadily  for  eight 
years,  rise  higher  and  higher,  and  never  know  either 
a  cloud  or  a  meridian  1     Canada,  adieu  1 


CHAPTER  VI. 
A  Cataract  and  a  CeUbration. 

niH£  coDvnlfijye  efforts  of  the  tmant  Bteam,  echo^ 
^  ing  across  the  harbour,  told  me  I  had  little 
to  lose ;  80  bidding  farewell  to  firiends,  I  hurried  down 
to  the  quay,  and  was  aoon  bowling  over  a  lake  aa 
smooth  and  polished  as  the  bald  head  of  age.  The 
pat  of  every  float  in  the  wheel,  as  it  struck  in  the 
water,  echoed  with  individual  distinctness,  and  the 
hubbub  created  thereby,  in  the  otherwise  nnroffled 
lake,  left  its  trace  visible  on  the  mirrory  surface  for 
so  great  a  distance  as  to  justify  a  disputatious  man  in 
questioning,  whether  the  term  *  trackless  way'  was  ap- 
plicable to  the  course  a  vessel  had  passed  over. 
Here  we  are,  steaming  away  merrily  for  Niagara. 

There  is  nothing  interesting  in  scenery  until  you 
come  to  the  entrance  of  the  river,  on  the  opposite  sides 
of  which  stand  Lewistown  and  Queenstown,  and 
above  the  latter  the  ruthlessly  mutilated  remains  of 
the  monument  to  the  gallant  Brock.     The  miscreant 


who  perpetrated  the  vile  act  in  1841  has  since  fallen 
into  the  clutches  of  the  law,  and  has  done— and,  for 
aught  I  know,  is  now  doing — penance  in  the  New 
York  State  Prison  at  Auburn.  I  believe  the  Govern- 
ment are  at  last  repairing  it :  better  late  than  never. 
The  precipitous  banks  on  either  side  clearly  indicate 
they  are  the  silent  and  persevering  work  of  the  ever- 
rolling  stream,  and  leave  no  doubt  upon  any  reflecting 
mind  that  they  must  lead  to  some  fall  or  cataract, 
though  no  reflection  can  fully  realize  the  giant  cataract 
of  Niagara. 

There  are  several  country  places  on  the  banks,  and 
the  whole  appearance  bespeaks  comfort  and  civiliza- 
tion ;  far  away  in  the  distance  is  to  be  seen  the  sus- 
pension-bridge, high  in  mid  air,  and  straight  as  the 
arrow's  flight.  On  either  bank  rival  railroads  are  in 
progress  ;  that  on  the  Canada  side  is  protected  from 
the  yawning  abyss  by  a  wall  calculated  to  defy  the 
power  of  steam.  The  boat  touches  at  Queenstown, 
and  thence  proceeds  to  Lewistown,  where  a  stage  is 
waiting  for  Niagara  City.  No  botherations  of  cus- 
tom-house— what  a  blessing!  The  distance  to  ride 
is  seven  miles,  and  the  time  one  hour ;  but  in  the 
United  States,  you^e  aware,  every  chap  will  '  do  as 
he  blest  pleases ;'  consequently,  there  is  a  little  infor- 
lalion  to  be  obtained  from  the  fresh  arrival,  a  cock- 
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tail  with  a  friend  or  two^  a  quiet  piling  on  of  luggage, 
tc;  aU  this  takes  a  long  half-hour,  and  away  we  go 
with  four  tough  little  nags.  A  tremendous  long  hill 
warms  their  hides  and  cools  their  mettle,  though  by 
no  means  expending  it.  On  we  go  menilj ;  Jehu,  a 
free-and-easy,  well-informed  companion,  guessing  at 
certainties  and  calculating  on  facts. 

At  last  we  reach  a  spring  by  the  roadside,  the 
steam  rising  from  the  flanks  of  the  team  like  mist 
from  a  marsh.  What  do  I  see  ?  Number  one  nag 
with  a  paiUiil  of  water,  swigging  away  like  a  Glasgow 
baiUie  at  a  bowl  of  punch.  He  drains  it  dry  with  a 
rapidity  which  says '  more,  more  f  and  sure  enough  they 
keep  on  giving  him  pail  after  pail,  tiU  he  had  taken 
in  enough  to  burst  the  tough  hide  of  a  rhinoceros. 
I  naturally  concluded  the  horse  was  an  inyalid,  or  a 
culprit  who  had  got  drunk,  sind  that  they  were  mixing 
the  liquor  '  black  list '  fashion,  to  save  his  intestines 
and  to  improve  his  manners;  but  no — round  goes 
the  pailman  to  every  nag^  drenching  each  to  the 
bursting  point. 

*Aint  you  afraid,'  I  said,  *of  killing  the  poor 
beasts  by  giving  them  such  a  lot  of  water  ?' 

'  I  guess  if  I  was,  I  shouldn't  give  it  em,'  was  the 
terse  reply. 

Upon  making  further  inquiries  into  this  mysterious 
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treatment,  he  told  me  that  it  was  a  sulphur  spring, 
and  that  all  tired  horses  having  exhibited  an  avidity 
for  it,  far  greater  than  for  common  water,  the  in- 
stinct of  the  animal  Iiad  been  given  a  fair  trial,  and 
subsequent  experience  had  so  ratified  that  instinct 
that  it  had  become  *  a  known  fact,'  An  intelligent 
American  sitting  at  the  feet  of  a  quadruped  Gamaliel, 
humbly  learning  from  his  instincts,  should  teach  the 
bigots  of  evei7  class  and  clime  to  let  their  prejudices 
hang  more  loosely  upon  them.  But  half  an  hour  has 
passed,  and  Jehu  is  again  on  the  box,  the  nags  as 
fresh  as  daisies,  and  as  full  as  a  corncob.  Half  an 
hour  more  lands  us  at  Niagara.  Avoiding  the  hum 
of  men,  I  took  refiige  for  the  night  in  a  snug  little 
cottage  handy  to  the  railway,  and  having  deposited 
my  traps,  started  on  a  moonlight  trip.  I  need  scarce 
say  whither. 

Men  of  the  highest  and  loftiest  minds,  men  of  the 
humblest  and  simplest  minds,  the  poet  and  the  philo- 
sopher, the  shepherd  and  the  ChristiaUj  have  alike 
home  testimony  to  the  fact,  that  the  solitude  of  night 
tends  to  solemnize  and  elevate  the  thoughts.  How 
greatly  must  this  effect  he  increased  when  aided  by 
the  contemplation  of  so  grand  a  work  of  Nature  as 
Niagara !  In  the  hroad  blaze  of  a  noonday  sun,  the 
power   of  such   contemplation  is  weakened   by   the 


forced  admixture  of  the  eajlhly  element^  interspersed 
as  the  scene  is  with  the  h abi la tions  and  works  of  man, 
But»  in  the  hushed  repose  of  night,  man  stands  as  it 
were  more  alone  with  Mb  Maker.  The  mere  admirer 
of  the  picturesque  or  the  grand  wHl  £nd  much  to 
interest  and  charm  him ;  but  may  there  not  aiise  in 
the  Christian's  mind  far  deeper  and  higher  thoughts 
to  feed  his  contemplation  ?  In  the  cataract's  mighty 
roar,  may  he  not  hear  a  voice  proclaiming  the  anger 
of  an  unreconciled  God?  May  not  the  soft  beams 
of  the  silvery  moon  above  awaken  thoughts  of  the 
mercies  of  a  pardoning  God?  And  as  he  views  those 
beams^  veiled  as  it  were  in  tears  by  the  rising  spray, 
may  he  not  think  of  Him  and  his  tears,  through 
whom  alone  those  mercies  flow  to  man  ?  May  not 
yon  mist  rising  heavenward  recai  his  glorious  hopes 
through  an  ascended  Saviour;  and  as  it  falls  again 
perpetually  and  imperceptibly,  may  it  not  typify  the 
dew  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ever  invisible,  ever  descending, 
the  blessed  fruit  of  that  Holy  Ascension  ?  And  if  the 
mind  be  thus  insensibly  led  into  such  a  train  of 
thought,  may  not  the  deep  and  rugged  cliff,  worn 
away  by  centuries  unnumbered  by  man,  shadow  forth 
to  him  ideas  of  that  past  Eternity,  compared  to  which 
they  are  but  as  a  span;  and  may  not  the  rolling 
stream,   sweeping  onward    in   rapid   and  unceasing 


flight  into  the  abyss  beneath  his  feet,  fill  bis  soul 
ynih  the  coDtemplation  of  Time's  flight,  which,  alike 
rapid  and  continuous,  is  ever  beariug  bim  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  brink  of  that  fiiture  Eternity  in  which 
all  his  highest  and  brightest  hopes  will  be  more  than 
realized,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  happiness  such  as 
*  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  beard,  neither  hath  it 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  oonceiye/  Say  then, 
Teader,  is  not  every  element  of  thought  which  can 
arise  between  a  Christian  and  his  Creator  symb oiled 
forth  here  in  equal  beauty  and  grandeur?  One  indeed 
is  wanting,  which,  alas  I  none  of  Nature  s  workb  but 
man  can  supply — that  sad  element  which  those  who 
search  their  own  hearts  the  deepest  will  feel  the  most. — 
I  feel  I  have  departed  from  the  legitimate  subject  of 
travels  ;  let  the  majesty  of  the  scene  plead  my  excuse. 

Adieu,  Niagara, 

Early  next  morning  I  put  myself  into  a  railway 
car,  and  in  due  time  reached  Batavia.  On  my  arrival, 
being  rather  hungry,  I  made  a  modest  request  for 
a  little  brandy  and  some  biscuits ;  fancy  my  astonish- 
ment, when  the  *belp'  said,  *I  guess  we  only  give 
meals  at  the  fixed  hours,'  As  I  disapproved  very 
much  of  such  an  unreasonable  and  ridiculous  refusal, 
I  sought  out  the  chief,  and,  preferring  my  niodest 
request  to  Mm,  was  readily  supplied  with  my  simple 


luncheon.  In  the  meantime  a  light  fly  had  been 
prepared,  and  off  I  started  for  Geneseo.  The  road 
presented  the  usual  features  of  rich  cultivated  land, 
a  dash  of  wild  forest,  a  bit  of  hog,  and  ruts  like  drains ; 
and  each  hamlet  or  Tillage  exhibited  a  permanent  or 
an  ambulating  daguerreotype  shop.  Four  hours  housed 
me  with  my  kind  and  hospitable  friends  at  Geneseo. 

As  the  chances  of  travel  bad  brought  me  to  a  small 
country  village  at  the  time  of  the  annual  celebration 
of  the  4th  of  July,  I  was  unable  to  witness  the  cere- 
mony on  the  grand  scale  in  which  it  is  conducted  in 
the  large  cities  of  the  Union;  and  as  I  think  it  is 
frequently  accompanied  with  circumstances  which  are 
entitled  to  some  consideration,  I  shall  revert,  in  a  sub- 
sequent chapter,  to  those  points  which  appear  to  me 
calculated  to  act  upon  the  national  character.  On  the 
present  occasion,  I  was  delighted  to  find^  that  although 
people  all  'liquored*  freely,  there  was  scarcely  any 
drunkenness ;  at  all  events,  they  had  their  little  bit 
of  fun,  such  as  we  see  at  fairs  at  home.  By  way  of 
enabling  those  who  have  a  turn  for  the  facetious  to 
share  in  their  jokes,  I  insert  a  couple  of  specimens : — 


'ORDER   OF  THE    DAY. 

'  Th^vagt  nmltitude  will  be  assembled  on  the  Public  Square, 
in  rear  of  the  Candy  Factoiy,  under  the  direction  of  Marshall 
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JOHN  A.  DITTO,  where  they  will  be  formed  in  procession 
.        in  the  foUowiEg  order : 

^P     •  I.  Officers  of  the  Day,  in  their  fltocking  feet* 
~       *  2,  Kevolutionary  Eelica,  under  the  direction  of  the  vene- 
rable G.  W,  S.  Mattocks. 

*3.  Soldiers  of  the  last  War,  looking  for  Bonnty  Land 
WarrantB. 

*  4.  The  Mayor  and  Common  Council,  drawn  in  a  Willow 
Wagon,  by  the  force  of  habit, 

*  5.  Officera  of  the  Hoodoos,  drawn  by  13  Shanghai  Chickens, 
and  driven  by  Joe  Garlinghonse's  Shanghai  Quail. 

*6,  The  Bologna  Guards,  in  new  dress,  counting  their 
money* 

'  7,  The  Ancient  Fire  Company  expecting  their  treasurer  to 
chuck  42-6^  50  under  their  windows. 

*  The  procession  will  then  march  to  the  grore  in  rear  of 
Smith  Scoville'a  barn,  where  the  following  exerciaea  wiU  take 
place : — 

I'  I.  The  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  by 
the  Tinker,  Dan. 
•  a.  Oration^ — By  Bill  Garrison. 
*  3.  Hymn— There  was  three  Crows  sit  on  a  tree,  by  the 
Hoodo  Choir. 
'  4.  Benediction — ^by  Elder  Bibbina. 
'After  which  the  multitude  will  repair  to  Charley  Babcock's 
old  stand  for  EefreahmeutB. 

H    '  BUI  of  Fare.—t,  Mud  Turtle  Soup.    2.  Boiled  Eggs, 
hard.  3.  Pea-nuts.    4.  Boiled  EggSj  soft.  5.  More  Pea-nuts. 

*  2>fi**er^.— Scotch  Herrings  dried.  2.  do.  do.  dead.  3.  do. 
done  brown.    4.  Sardines  by  special  request. 

'  Wines  a7id  Liquors. — ^Hugb  Doty's  Battle  Belly  Pop. 


Hide  and  go  Seek  (a  new  brand)* 


'  Precisely  at  4  o'clock,  p.m,,  the  Double  OTen  Air  Caloric 
Engine,  attached  to  a  splendidly  decorated  Wheel  Bairowj 
will  make  an  excfuision  on  the 

Conk^teion  Valley  Switch, 

to  the  old  Hemp  Factory  and  back.  It  is  expected  that  the 
Pregident  and  Directors  will  go  orer  the  Road,  and  they  are 
to  have  the  first  chance,  strictly  tmder  the  direction  of  the 
•  Boiling  Stock.* 

*  Hail,  ye  freebom  Sons  of  Happy  America.  *  Aronse,  Git 
up  and  Git ! !'     Mumc — Loud  Fifing  during  the  day» 

*  June,  1853.  By  Order  of  COMMITTEE/ 


'  CLEAB  THE    TRACK    FOR    THE   LIGHTNIKG   LINE    OF 
MALE    AND    FEMALE    STAGES!!! 

*  From  Perry  to  Geneseo  and  back  in  a  Flash* 

'  BAOQAQB,  PEBSOKS^  A17D    EYE-SIOHT    AT    RISK  OF  OWJTS&S, 
JJTD   KO   qUESTIOHfl   ANBWXBED. 

'  ^P"  Having  bonght  out  the  ralaable  righta  of  young  Master 
James  Howard  in  this  Line,  the  ffubBcriber  will  streak  it  daily 
between  Perry  and  Geneaeo,  for  the  oonreyanoe  of  Uncle 
Sam'a  Mails  and  Family ;  leaving  Perry  before  the  Crows 
wake  up  in  the  morning,  and  arriving  at  the  first  house  this 
aide  of  Geneseo  about  the  same  time ;  returning,  leave 
Geneaeo  after  the  CrowB  have  gone  to  rooat  and  reach  Perry 
in  time  to  join  them.  Paaaengers  will  pleaae  to  keep  their 
mouths  shut  for  fear  they  should  loose  their  teeth.  No 
Smoking  allowed  for  fear  of  fretting  the  Horses ;  no  Talking 
lest  it  wake  the  Driver.    Fare  to  suit  passengers, 

'  The  public's  very  much  obliged  servant,  &c.  Ac/ 

A  quiet  and  simple  stage  of  rough  wood  was  pnt 
up  at  one  end  of  the  village,  close  to  the  Court-house, 


pom  whence  the  Declaration  ofTDtlependence  was  read, 
'aft^r  which  a  flowery  orator — summoned  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  who  travels  about  to  different  tillages  in  dif- 
ferent years  with  his  well  digested  oration — addressed 
iie  multitude.     Of  course  similes  and  figures  of  rhe- 
toric were  lugged  in  hy  the  heels  in  every  sentence,  as  is 
the  all  but  universal  practice  on  such  occasions  in  every 
part  of  the  world.     The  moral  of  bis  speech  was  in 
the  main  decidedly  good,  and  he  urged  upon  his  audi- 
ence strongly,  *  the  undying  advantages  of  cultivating 
pluck  and  education'  in  preference  to  *  dollars   and 
shrewdness.*    All  went  ofF  in  a  very  orderly  manner, 
and  in  the  evening  there  were  fireworks  and  a  village 
halL     It  was  at  once  a  wild   and  interesting  sight 
during  the  fireworks ;    the  mixture  of  men,  women, 
and    children,    some   walking,    some   carried,    some 
riding,    some   driving ;    empty  buggies,    some  with 
horses,  some   without,  tied    all   round ;    stray    dogs 
looking     for  masters   as    hopelessly   as   old    maids 
seeking  for  their  spectacles  when  raised  above  their 
eyes  and  forgotten.     Fire  companies  parading  ready 
for  any  emergency ;  the  son  of  mine  host  tugging 
away  at  the  rope  of  the  engine  in  his  red  shirt,  like  a 
juvenile  Atlas,  as  proud  as  LucifeFj  as  pleased  as 
Punch.     All  busy,  all  excited,  all  happy  ;  no  glimpse 
of  poverty  to  mar  the  scene  ;  all  come  with  one  voice 
ih  I 


and  one  heart  to  celebrate  the  glorious  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  a  nation,  whose  past  gigantic  strides,  tin- 
paralteled  though  they  be,  are  insufficient  to  enable 
any  mind  to  realize  what  fntore  is  in  store  for  her,  if 
she  only  prove  true  to  herself. 

Leave-takinga  do  not  interest  the  pnblie,  so   the 
leader  will  be  satisfied  to  know  that  two  days  after 
found  me  in  an  open  carriage  on  my  way  to  Kochester. 
The  road  lay  entirely  through  cultivated   land,  and 
had  no  peculiar  features.      The   only  thing  I    saw 
worth  noticing,  was  two  men  in  a  light  four-wheel 
one-horse   shay,  attached   to  which  were  at  least  a 
doxen  others,  some  on  two  wheels,  some  on  four.     I 
of  course  thought  they  were  some  country  productions 
going  to  a  city  manufacturer.  Wliat  was  my  astonish- 
stent  at  finding  upon  inquiry,  that  it  was  merely  an 
American   phase  of  hawking.     The  driver   told  me 
that  these  people  will  go  away  from  home  for  weeks 
together,  trying  to  sell  their  novel  ware  at  hamlet, 
village,  farm -house,  Arc,  and  that  some  of  the  shrewdest 
of  them,  the  genuine  Sam  Slick  breed,  manage  to 
make  a  good  thing  of  it. 

The  shades  of  evening  closed  in  upon  me  as  I 
alighted  at  a  very  comfortable  hotel  at  Hochesier. 
The  amiable  Morpheus  soon  claimed  me  as  his  own, 
nor  was  I  well  pleased  when  ruthlessly  dragged  from 
bis  soft  embrace  at  6^  a.m.  the  following  morning ; 
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bat  railways  will  not  wait  for  Morpheus  or  any  otiier 
deity  of  fancy  or  fiction^  so  making  the  hest  use  I 
could  of  a  tub  of  water  and  a  beefsteak,  and  calming 
my  temper  with  a  fragrant  weed,  I  was  soon  ensconced 
in  one  of  their  cars,  a  passenger  to  New  York. 

On  reaching  Albany,  we  crossed  the  river  and 
threw  ourselves  into  the  cars  of  the  Hudson  River 
Railway,  which,  running  close  to  the  margin  nearly 
all  the  way,  gives  you  an  ever- varying  view  of  the 
charming  scenery  of  this  magnificent  stream.  Yankee 
industry  was  most  disagreeably  prominent  at  several 
of  the  stations,  in  the  shape  of  a  bevy  of  unwashed 
urchins  parading  the  ears  with  baskets  of  the  eteraal 
pea-nut  and  various  varieties  of  lollipop,  lemonade, 
Slc,  all  crying  out  their  wares,  and  finding  as  ready  a 
sale  for  them  as  they  would  at  any  school  in  Kng- 
land*  The  baiting-plaoe  was  not  very  tempting ;  we 
all  huddled  into  one  room,  where  everything  was 
hurry  and  confusion:  besides  which,  the  appetite  was 
not  strengthened  by  the  sight  of  hands  —  whose 
owners  seemed  to  have  *  registered  a  vow  in  heaven,'  to 
forego  the  use  of  soap — ^turning  over  the  sandwiches, 
one  after  another,  until  they  had  made  their  selection. 
However,  the  majority  approve  of  the  system  ;  and  as 
no  thought  is  given  to  the  minority,  *  if  you  don't 
like  it,  you  may  lamp  it/ 
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But  the  more  permanent  inconvenience  of  this  rail- 
road in  one  for  which  the  majority  cannot  be  held 
responsible,  L  €.,  it  runs  three-fonrtbs  of  the  way  over 
a  bed  of  granite,  and  often  between  cuts  in  the  solid 
granite  rock,  the  noise  therefore  is  perfectly  stunning; 
and  when  to  this  you  add  the  echoing  nature  of  their 
long  wooden  cars,  destitute  of  anytliing  to  check  the 
vibrations  of  sound,  except  the  human  cargo  and  the 
cushions  they  sit  upon,  and  when  you  add  further  the 
eternal  slamming  of  the  doors  at  each  end  by  the 
superintending  conductor  and  the  inquisitive  portion 
of  the  passengers,  you  may  well  conceive  that  this 
combinaiion  is  enough  to  rouse  the  slumbers  of  the 
dead,  and  rack  the  hmins  of  the  living.  At  the  same 
time,  I  must  allow  that  tliis  line  runs  the  best  pace 
and  keeps  the  best  time  of  any  in  the  Union, 

On  reaching  the  outskirts  of  New  York,  I  asked, 
'  Is  this  fie  proper  place  for  rae  to  get  out  at  ?'  And 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  I  alighted,  and  found 
myself  in  a  broad  open  street.  Scarce  had  I  set  my 
foot  on  the  ground,  when  I  saw  the  train  going  on 
again,  and  therefore  asked  for  my  luggage*  After  a 
few  questions  and  answers,  I  ascertained  it  had  gone 
on  in  the  train  about  three  miles  further;  and  the 
only  consolation  I  got,  was  being  told,  '  I  guess  you  d 
best  have  gone  on  too.'     However,  all  troubles  must 
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have  an  end;  so  getting  into  a  hackney^  I  drove  to  my 
hospitable  Mend  Phelps'  house,  where,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  glorious  old  Madeira — P.  had  just  finished 
dinner — and  most  undeniable  claret,  the  past  was 
soon  buried  in  the  present ;  and,  by  the  time  I  had 
knocked  the  first  ash  oflF  one  of  his  best  ^  prensadoSy 
the  stray  luggage  returned  firom  the  involuntary  trip 
it  had  made  on  its  own  account.  What  a  goodly 
cheery  thing  is  hospitality,  when  it  flows  pure  firom  a 
warm  heart ;  nor  does  it  lose  aught  in  my  estimation 
when  viewed  through  the  medium  of  a  first-rate  cellar 
and  the  social  *  Havana.' 

Time  progresses ;  small  hours  approach,  the  front 
door  shuts  behind  some  of  the  guests,  six-foot-two  of 
animal  life  may  be  seen  going  up-stairs  with  a  bed- 
candle,  the  latter  is  soon  out,  and  your  humble 
servant  is  snug  in  the  former. — Reader,  good-night ! 


CHAPTER  ^^I. 
Education,  Civil  and  Military. 

TTAVING  said  so  much  of  edneation  in  other 
-*•-*•  cities,  I  will  only  observe,  that  in  regard  to 
common  schools,  New  York  is  on  a  par  with  most  of 
her  rivals  in  this  noble  strife  for  superiority;  but  I 
must  ask  those  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  to 
give  me  their  attention,  while  I  enter  into  a  few  de- 
tails connected  with  their  admirable  Free  Academy. 
The  object  of  this  institution  is  to  combine  under  one 
sy&tem  and  under  one  roof,  high  school,  academy, 
jnOxtechnio,  and  college,  and  to  furnish  as  good  an 
tviucation  as  can  be  obtained  by  passing  through  each 
*M  ihi^se  places  of  instruction  separately.     AU  this 

\  S4XIU  i»f  £10,000  was  authorized  for  the  building, 
i^-^i  i^cv>3  iiuuually  for  its  support.  The  course  of 
:w>44'*4»  Ui^u  li  divided  into  thirteen  departments,  with 
i»  ^.»4v\hi>OH\r  al  the  head  of  each,  aided  by  tutors  where 
v,^^cknh5>  ,  ihi^  >Khole  under  a  principal,  with  a  salary 
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yo  a  year,  who  is  at  the  same  time  profesBor  of 
moral,  intellectual,  and  political  philosophy.  The 
^salaries  of  the  other  professors  average  £300  a  year, 
jibose  of  the  tutors  £100.  The  course  of  study  em- 
braces all  that  is  taught  at  the  four  different  places  of 
education  hefore-named.  The  student  is  allowed  to 
make  his  selection  hetween  the  classical  languages 
and  the  modem — French,  Spanish,  and  German.  The 
whole  course  occupies  five  years.  The  requisites  for 
admission  are,  that  the  applicant  be  thirteen  years 
oldj  living  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  have  attended 
the  common  schools  for  eighteen  months;  besides 
which  he  is  required  to  pass  a  moderate  examination. 
The  number  of  students  at  present  is  about  350,  hut 
they  will  doubtless  increase.  If  to  the  annual  ex- 
penses of  the  institution  he  added  the  interest  at  six 
per  cent,  on  the  outlay,  the  instruction  given  will  be 
ound  to  cost  the  inconceivably  small  sum  of  £13  5s. 
per  scholar,  including  books,  stadonery,  and  etceteras. 
So  trivhil  must  this  sum  appear  to  the  reader,  tliat  to 
remove  any  doubts  which  may  exist  in  his  mind  as  to 
what  is  really  taught,  I  have  added  data  in  the  Ap- 
'pendix  C,  whereby  he  may  have  those  doubts  removed, 
and  know  how  duly  to  appreciate  the  inestimable 
value  of  this  admirable  institution. 

S.  B.  Ruggles  was  kind  enough  to  introduce 
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me  to  Mr.  Honu;e  Webster^  by  whom  I  was  shown 
orer  the  whole  establishment.  The  cleanliness  and 
good  ventilation  certainly  exceeded  that  of  any  other 
similar  establishment  which  I  had  visited  in  the 
United  States.  There  is  a  very  good  library  con- 
taining 3000  Tolomes,  besides  8000  which  are  nsed 
as  text-books  or  books  of  reference.  Many  publishers 
supplied  the  requisite  books  at  reduced  prices^  which, 
as  long  as  they  retain  the  ignominious  position  of  the 
literary  pirates  of  the  world,  I  suppose  they  can  afford 
to  do  without  inconvenience.  There  is  also  a  fine 
studio  full  of  casts  firom  the  best  models,  and  copies  of 
the  Elgin  marbles  presented  by  Mr.  Leap.  Instruments 
of  the  best  quality  abound  for  the  explanation  of  all 
the  sciences  taught. 

In  one  of  the  rooms  which  I  entered  there  was  an 
examination  goiug  on.  The  subject  was  astronomy, 
and  it  was  the  first  class.  I  was  particularly  struck 
with  the  very  clear  manner  in  wiiich  the  lad  under 
examination  replied  to  the  questions  put  to  him,  and 
I  began  to  suspect  it  was  merely  something  he  had 
learnt  by  rote;  but  the  professor  dodged  him  about 
in  such  a  heartless  manner  with  his  '  whys'  and  his 
*  wherefores,'  his  *  how  do  you  knows'  and  *  how  do  you 
proves,'  that  I  quite  trembled  for  the  victim.  Vain 
fears  on  my  part;  nothing  could  put  bim  out;  he 


I  seemed  as  much  at  home  as  the  professor,  and  an- 
swered all  the  questions  propounded  to  him,  in  lan- 
guage as  clear  and  simple  as  tliat  which  the  great 
Faraday  employs  to  instruct  his  eager  listeners  at  the 
Boyal  Institution,  Not  once  could  the  professor 
make  him  trip  during  the  long  btJf-hour  of  his  search- 
ing examination.  Having  remarked  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  student  was  rather  that  of  a  labouring 
'than  of  a  wealthy  stock,  I  asked  the  principal  who  he 
was.  '  That,  sir/  replied  Mr.  Wehater,  '  is  one  of  our 
best  students,  and  be  is  the  son  of  a  poor  journeyman 
blacksmith. ' 

New  York  may  point  with  just  pride  to  her  Free 
[Academy,  tmd  say,  *  In  our  city  the  struggling  efforts 
I  of  genius  are  never  cramped  by  the  chill  blast  of 
raoverty,  for  within  those  walls  the  avenues  to  the 
highest  branches  of  literature  and  science  are  opened 
without  charge  to  the  humblest  and  most  destitute  of 
our  citizens.'     I  spent  several  hotirs  in  this  most  ad- 
.mirahle  and  interesting  institution,  so  ably  presided 
'over  by  Mr.  Horace  Webster,  through  whose  kind- 
ness I  was  provided  with  the  full  details  of  all  its 
workings. 

A  few  days  afterwards  Mr.  Buggies  offered  to  ac- 
'  company  me    in  a    visit  I    wished  to  make   to   the 
National  Military  College  of  West  Point.     I  gladly 
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accepted  his  profiPered  kindness,  and  in  due  time  we 
were  rattling  away  over  the  granite-bottomed  raibroad, 
along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  Close  to  the  station 
we  found  a  small  ferry-boat,  ready  to  take  us  across 
to  the  southern  bank.  On  landing  at  West  Point, 
*  my  pipe  was  immediately  put  out'  by  a  summary 
order-from  the  sentry  on  the  wharf.  Dropping  a  tear 
of  sorrow  through  a  parting  whiff,  and  hurling  the 
precious  stump  into  the  still  waters  of  the  little  bay,  I 
followed  my  cicerone  up  the  hill,  and  soon  found 
myself  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  professors, 
through  whose  assistance  we  were  enabled  thoroughly 
to  lionize  every  department.  As  many  of  my  military 
friends  who  have  visited  West  Point  have  spoken  to 
me  in  terms  of  the  highest  admiration  of  the  institu- 
tion, I  propose  entering  more  into  detail  than  I  other- 
wise might  have  thought  requisite. 

The  candidates  for  admission  are  nominated  by  the 
members  of  Congress,  one  for  each  congressional  dis- 
trict, in  addition  to  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  the  nomination  of  forty  from  the  Republic 
at  large.*  The  requisites  for  admission  are — the 
passing  a  very  easy  examination,  being  a  bachelor 


*  By  the  published  class-list  the  numbers  at  present  are 
324. 
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between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  twenty-one,  and 
having  no  physical  defect.  The  pay  of  each  cadet  is 
about  five  pounds  a  month,  of  which  his  hoard  takes 

o  pounds,  and  8g.  6d,  is  hiid  aside  monthly,  whereby 
to  fonn  a  fund  to  assist  him  in  the  expenses  of  equip- 
ment upon  leaving.  The  balance  provides  for  his 
dress  and  other  expenses,  and  a  treasurer  is  appointed 
to  superintend  and  keep  the  accounts.  The  routine 
of  duty  prescribed  is  the  following  :■ — Hise  at  j  a.m* 
in  sammer,  and  ji  in  winter ;  double  up  bed    and 

attressj  &c.,  and  study  till  7  ;  then  fall  in,  and 
go  to  breakfast;  at  7|-,  gnard-mouuting — twenty- 
four  cadets  are  on  guard  every  day  ;  at  8,  study ; 
at  I  o'clock,  break  up,  fall  in,  and  go  to  dinner, 
which  they  rise  from  at  the  word  of  command,  and 
are  then  free  till  2.  From  2  p.m;  to  4,  study  ;  at 
4,  drill  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  after  which  they 

e  free  till  sun-set ;  at  sun-set,  parade  in  front  of 
ibe  barracks,  and  delinquents'  names  called  over ; 
then  follows  supper,  after  which  the  cadets  are  free 
till  8,   at  which   time  there   is. a   call    to    quarters, 

,d   every  cadet   is   required    to   retire    to    his   own 

room   and  study   till    9^,  when    the  tattoo  is  beat ; 

at    10,   there   is   a   roll  of  the  drum,  at   the  sound 

whereof  every  light  must  be  out  and  evei7  student  in 

>ed. 


The  cadets  are  organized  into  a  battalion  of  four 

companies,  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
are  all  appointed  by  the  superintendent,  from  a  list 
submitted  to  him  by  the  commandant  of  cadets,  the 
selection  being  made  from  tboae  most  adyanced  in 
their  studies  and  moat  exemplary  in  their  conduct ; 
they  perform  in  every  particular  the  same  duties  as 
those  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  a  regiment ;  they 
have  divisions  and  sub -divisions,  with  superintendent 
cadets  attached  to  each,  regular  orderlies  who  sweep 
and  clean  out  the  room,  furniture,  &c. :  guards  are 
regularly  mounted,  an  officer  of  the  day  duly  ap- 
pointed, and  all  the  duties  of  a  regular  barrack  punc- 
tually performed^  even  to  the  sentinels  being  supplied 
with  bail  cartridge  at  night.  Their  uniform  is  of  grey 
cloth,  and  their  hflir  is  kept  a  close  crop ;  neither 
wiiiskers  nor  moustache  are  tolerated,  and  liquor  and 
tobacco  are  strictly  prohibited.  The  punishments 
consist  of  privation  of  recreation,  extra  duty,  repri- 
mand, arrest  or  confinement  to  room  or  tent,  confine- 
ment to  light  or  dark  prison,  dismission  with  privilege 
of  resigning,  and  public  dismission;  the  former  of  these 
are  at  the  will  of  the  superintendent — confinement  to 
prison  and  dismission  are  by  sentence  of  a  court- 
martiaL 

The  course  of  studies  pursued  are  classed  under 


twelve  heads: — I.  Infixntry  taedcs  and  military 
police;  2.  Mathematics;  3.  French;  4.  Drawing; 
5.  Chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geology ;  6.  Natural 
and  experimental  philosophy ;  7,  Artillery  tactics, 
science  of  gunnery,  and  the  duties  of  the  military 
laboratory;  8.  Cavalry  tactics;  9.  The  use  of  the 
.sword;  JO,  Practical  military  engineering;  Ji. 
Grammar,  geography^  ethics,  &c, ;  12,  Military  and 
civil  engineering  and  the  science  of  war. 

In  the  preceding  pages  we  have  seen  that  ten  hours 
are  daily  devoted  to  study,  besides  an  hour  and  a  half 
to  drill ;  and  tlius,  while  the  brain  is  severely  taxed, 
but  little  leisure  is  left  to  get  into  those  minor  scrapes 
so  prevalent  at  most  public  schools. 

There  is  a  most  minute  system  of  merit  and  demerit 
established ;  everything  good  and  everything  bad  has 
a  specific  value  in  numbers  and  decimals,  which  is 
accurately  recorded  against  the  owners  thereof  in  the 
reports  made  for  each  year.  The  cadet  appears  to  be 
expected  to  improve  in  conduct  as  well  as  knowledge, 
for,  according  to  the  rules,  after  his  first  year  is  com- 
pleted, the  number  expressing  his  absolute  demerit  is 
increased  by  one-sixth  during  the  second  year,  by  one- 
third  during  ihe  third  year,  and  by  one-half  during 
the  fourth  year.  Thus,  suppose  a  certain  number  of 
faults  to  be  represented  by  the  sum  of  $6,  if  faults 
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which  those  figures  represent  are  committed  during 
tlie second  year  of  the  cadets  course,  one-sixth  would 
be  added,  and  his  name  appear  on  the  demerit  list  with 
42  against  it ;  i£  in  the  third  year,  one-third  would 
be  added  to  the  36,  and  48  would  be  placed  against 
his  name;  and  if  daring  the  fourth  year,  one-half 
would  be  added,  and  54  wo  aid  appear  against  it. 
It  will  thus  be  seen,  that,  supposing  offences  of  equal 
value  to  be  committed  by  the  cadet  in  his  first  year 
and  by  another  in  his  fourth  year,  the  figures  of 
demerit  against  the  latter  would  be  one-half  more 
than  those  placed  against  the  name  of  the  cadet  in 
his  first  year*  A  demerit  conduct  roll  is  made  out 
each  year,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  War  Department. 

There  is  also  a  general  merit  roll  of  proficiency 
and  good  conduct  sent  to  the  same  department,  an 
abstract  whereof,  with  demerit  added,  is  sent  to  the 
parents  or  guardians  in  a  printed  book  containing 
the  names  of  all  the  cadets,  by  wliich  they  can  at  once 
see  the  relative  position  of  their  son  or  word.  The 
table  in  Appendix  C  will  perhaps  explain  the  rolls 
referred  to  above.  A  board  with  tlie  marks  of  demerit 
ia  always  publicly  hung  up,  so  that  each  cadet  may 
know  the  exact  length  of  his  tether,  for  if  the  numbers 
amount  to  200  he  is  dismissed,  I  have  dwelt  very 
lengthily  upon  the  system  adopted  of  recording  and 
publishing  the  merit  and  demerit  of  the  students. 
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because  I  was  infurmed  of  the  admirable  effect  pro- 
duced by  it  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  certainly  ap- 
pears not  only  an  admirable  means  of  enabling  the 
War-office  to  estimate  character,  but  the  great  pub- 
licity given  to  it  must  act  as  a  powerful  stimulus  to 
exertion  and  good  conduct. 

A  portion  of  the  cadets  are  instructed  every  day  in 
fencing  and  riding.  When  well  advanced  in  the  latter, 
tliey  are  taught  spearing  rings  or  stuffed  heads  at  the 
gallop,  and  the  same  with  the  sword.  The  riding- 
school  is  perfectly  abominable,  dark,  full  of  pillars, 
and  most  completely  out  of  harmony  with  all  the  rest 
of  the  establishment,  which  is  excellent  in  every 
detail.  On  Sundays  all  the  cadets  attend  church, 
unless  excused  on  conscientious  motives,  and  with  the 
approval  of  their  parents.  The  minister  is  selected  by 
the  President,  and  may  be  of  any  denomination.  I 
was  told  that  an  Episcopalian  had  been  most  fre- 
quently chosen.  The  present  minister  is,  I  believe,  a 
Presbyterian.  During  the  mouths  of  July  and 
August  the  cadets  all  turn  out  of  their  barracks,  pitch 
their  tents,  and  live  regular  camp  life,  only  going  to 
the  barracks  to  eat  their  meals.  During  the  time  they 
are  tented,  the  education  is  exclusively  military  prac- 
tice ;  the  same  hours  are  kept  as  in  the  baiTacks  ; 
the  tents  are  boarded,  and  two  cadets  sleep  in  each. 
They  are  all  pitched  with  scrupulous  accuracy,  and 


the}  trt  oMignd  to  keep  iheir  insy  as  dem  as  m  new 

every  donr  of  a 
ovn  ikoesy  f?teh- 
iog  tlidr  own  wvlef;  Jbe.  Tfcej  were  all  in  tents  at 
tlie  tioia  ot  aiy  vnii,  woA  I  fear  noi  partienlaily  oom- 
fbttable,  for  there  had  heen  two  iars  and  nights  hard 
nin,  and  the  wet  aiattfwiwfH  were  eiftntiag  the  warm 
lajs  of  the  a&emoam  mat.  Whatever  jobberf  is  ai- 
lenpled  i]itheadaetkfii0f  eaafdateafer  admimoiiio 
the  Aeadaaf.  is  soon  eorrocted  h  j  the  Academy  itself 
for  thoog^b  the  entrmnee  examinatkni  is  simple  to  a 
degree,  the  subsequent  examinations  are  Terr  severe, 
and  tho^  who  cannot  come  up  to  the  mark  get 
notice  to  qnit ;  and  the  unerriBg  tell-tale  column  of 
demerit  eoon  obliges  the  turbolent  to  *  clear  ont.* 

The  result  of  this  system  is,  that  when  I  saw  them 
under  arms^  their  soldier-like  appearance  stmck  me 
very  much ;  and  the  effect  piodaeed  upon  them  by 
discipline  was  very  marked.  You  might  almost  guess 
the  time  they  had  been  there  by  tfaeir  gentlemanly 
bearing,  a  quality  which  they  do  not  readily  lose ;  for 
the  office]^  of  the  American  army  who  have  been 
educated  at  West  Point,  enjoy  a  universal  reputation 
for  intelligence  and  geotlemaniy  bearing  wherever 
ihey  are  to  be  met  with. 

The  discipline  here  is  no  fiction ;  tbey  do  not  play 
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at  soldiers,  they  all  work  their  way  up  from  the  ranks, 
performing  every  duty  of  each  rank,  and  the  most 
rigid  obedience  is  exacted.  In  the  calculations  for 
demerit,  while  idleness  in  the  Academy  obtains  a  mai'k 
of  three,  disobedience  to  a  superior  officer  is  marked 
eight.  There  is  no  bullying  thought  of  here ;  the 
captain  of  his  company  would  as  soon  think  of  bully- 
ing the  cadet  private,  as  a  captain  of  a  regiment  of 
the  line  would  of  bullying  any  private  under  hia 
command.  An  officer  who  had  been  for  many  years 
connected  with  West  Point,  told  me  that  among  all 
the  duels,  wliich  unfortnnately  are  so  prevalent  in  the 
United  States,  he  had  never  either  known  or  heard  of 
one  between  any  two  gentlemen  who  had  received 
their  education  at  this  Academy^tricks  of  course  are 
sometimes  played,  but  nothing  oppressive  is  ever 
thought  of. 

I  did  hear  a  story  of  a  cadet,  who,  by  way  of  a 
joke,  cam©  and  tried  to  take  away  the  musket  of  a 
wiry  young  Kentuckian,  who  was  planted  sentrv  for 
the  first  time ;  but  he  found  a  military  ardour  he  had 
little  anticipated ;  for  the  novice  sentry  gave  him  a 
crack  on  the  side  of  the  head  that  turned  him  round, 
and  before  he  could  recover  himself,  he  felt  a  couple 
of  inches  of  cold  steel  running  into  the  hank  situated 
at  the  juncture  of  the  hips  and  the  back-bone,  and 
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thus  nol  only  did  he  mxSer  total  defeat  and  tin  igno* 
mtnions  wound,  bat  be  efimed  a  large  figure  on  the 
danerit  roU.  From  the  way  the  story  was  told  to 
me,  I  imagiBe  it  is  a  solitary  instance  of  each  an 
cmtragt  being  attempted ;  lor  one  of  the  fiiBt  things 
lliey  seek  lo  inculcate  ts  a  military  spirit,  and  the 
young  Kenttickian  at  all  events  proved  that  he  had 
eanght  the  spirit;  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  the 
method  he  took  to  impress  it  npon  his  assailant,  as 
a  ftmd^oientai  principle  of  action,  was  equally  sharp 
and  striking* 

Happening  to  be  on  the  ground  at  the  hour  «of 
dinner,  I  saw  them  all  marched  off  to  their  great 
dining  hall,  where  the  table  was  well  supplied  with 
meat,  vegetables^  and  pudding ;  it  was  aU  sub- 
stantial and  good,  but  ^e  tout  ensemble  was  decidedly 
very  rough.  If  the  intention  is  to  complete  the 
soldier  life,  by  making  them  live  like  weU-fed  privates 
of  the  line,  the  object  is  attained ;  but  I  should  be 
disposed  to  think,  they  might  dispense  with  a  good 
deal  of  the  roughness  of  the  style  with  great  advan- 
tage, though  doubtless,  where  the  general  arrange- 
ments are  so  good,  they  have  their  own  reasons  for 
keeping  it  as  it  is.  I  paid  a  visit  in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon  to  the  fencing- room  ;  but  being  xhe  hour  of 
recreation,  I  found  about  thirty  lusty  cadets,  votaries 
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to  Terpsichore,  all  waltziog  and  polldiig  merrily  to  a 
fiddlei  alily  wielded  by  their  iastractor ;  as  their  capa- 
bilities  were  various,  the  coolusion  was  great,  and  the 
master  bewihlered,  but  they  all  aeemed  heartily  enjoy- 
ing themselves. 

The  professors  and  military  instructors,  &c.,  have 
each  a  small  comfortable  house  with  garden  attached., 
and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Academy.  There 
is  a  comfortable  hotel,  which  in  the  summer  months 
is  constantly  filled  with  tlie  iriends  and  relatives  of 
the  cadets ;  and  occasionally  they  get  permission  to 
^ve  a  little  sair^e  danmnie  in  the  fencing-room.  The 
hotel  is  prohibited  from  selling  any  spirituous  liquora, 
wines,  &c. 

The  Government  property  at  West  Point  consists 
of  about  three  thousand  acres,  the  Academy,  pro- 
fessors' honses,  hotel,  &€.,  are  built  upon  a  large 
plateau,  commanding  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
Hudson  both  ways.  The  day  I  was  there  the  scene 
was  quite  lovely ;  the  noble  stream  was  as  smooth  as 
a  mirror;  a  fleet  of  rakish  schooners  lay  helpless, 
their  snow-white  sails  hanging  listlessly  in  the  calm ; 
and,  as  the  cleax  waters  reflected  everything  with 
unerring  truthfulness,  another  fleet  appeared  beneath, 
lying  keel  to  keel  with  those  that  floated  on  the  sur* 
se.     With  such  beautiful  scenery,  and  so  far  re- 
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moved  ixom  the  bustle  emA  strife  of  cities,  I  cannot 
conceive  any  situation  better  adapted  for  health  and 
study,  pleasure  and  exercise. 

The  great  day  of  the  year  is  that  of  the  annual 
review  of  the  cadets  by  a  board  of  gentlemen  belong- 
ing to  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  and  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War ;  it  takes  place  early  in  June, 
I  believe,  and  consequently  before  the  cadets  take  the 
tented  field.  The  examination  goes  on  in  the  library 
hall,  which  is  a  very  fine  room,  and  hung  with  por- 
traita  of  some  of  their  leading  men  ;  the  library  is  a 
very  fair  one,  and  the  cadets  have  always  easy  access 
to  it,  to  assist  them  in  their  studies.  I  could  have 
spent  many  more  hours  here  with  much  pleasure,  but 
the  setting  sun  warned  us  no  time  was  to  be  lost  if  we 
wished  to  save  the  train ;  so  bidding  adieu  to  the 
friends  who  had  so  kindly  afforded  me  every  assistance 
in  accomplishing  the  object  of  my  visit,  I  returned  to 
the  great  Babylon,  after  one  of  the  most  interesting 
and  gratifying  days  I  had  spent  in  America.* 


*  An  account  of  a  viflit  to  this  Academy,  from  the  pen  of 
Sir  J*  Alexander,  is  published  in  Colbum^s  United  Service 
Magazine,  Septemben  1854. 


CHAPTEK  VIIL 

Waten/  Highways  and  Metallic  Intercourse. 

TIHERE  is  perhaps  scarcely  any  feature  in  wlucli 
the  United  States  differ  more  from  tlie  nations  of 
the  Old  World,  than  in  the  unlimited  extent  of  their 
navigable  waters,  the  value  of  which  has  been  incal* 
culably  increased  by  the  introduction  of  steam.  By 
massing  these  waters  together,  we  shall  be  the  better 
able  to  appreciate  their  importance ;  but  in  endea- 
vouring to  do  tliis,  I  can  oniy  offer  an  approximation 
as  to  the  size  of  the  lakes,  from  the  want  of  any 
oflBcial  information,  in  the  absence  of  wldch  I  am 
forced  to  take  my  data  from  authorities  that  some- 
times differ  widely.  I  trust  the  following  statement 
will  be  found  sufficiently  accurate  to  convey  a  tolerably 
correct  idea. 

The  seaboard  on  each  ocean  may  be  estimated  at 
1500  miles ;  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  at 
17,000  miles;  Lake  Ontario,  at  190  niilea  by  50; 
Lake  Erie,  at  260  miles  by  60 ;  Lake  Huron,  at  200 
miles  by  70;  the  Georgian  Bay,  at  160  miles,  one  half 


whereol'  is  aboat  50  bfOttii;  Lake  Midkigaa,  ml  350 
miles  by  60 ;  and  Lake  Sofeaovt^  wt  400  malm  by  160, 
oemainmg  32,000  sqoAie  viks»  and  wbmam  eapable  of 
floaciiig  Englfuid,  if  its  soil  mts  is  booyiuii  as  its 
credit.  AJl  the  lakes  combined  contam  abcmt  loo^ooo 
aqosre  nules^  Th£  rate  at  which  the  umamgB  upon 
them  is  iitiireflSLD^  appears  quite  ftbakms.  In  1840 
it  amounted  to  75*000  tons,  firom  wMch  it  had  risen 
in  1850  to  a  16,000  tons.  Besides  the  foregoing; 
thfiie  are  the  eastern  riTers^  and  the  deep  bajB  on  the 
oeem-boanL  LeaTing,  howerer,  these  latter  oat  of 
ibt  queatian,  let  oa  endeaToor  to  realize  in  one  sum 
the  extent  of  soil  benefited  by  diis  boantilal  provision 
of  Providence,  to  do  which  it  is  necessary  to  calcalate 
both  sides  of  the  rivers  and  the  shores  of  the  lakes, 
whieh,  of  conrse,  must  be  of  greater  extent  than 
double  the  length  of  the  lakes ;  nev^rthelees,  if  we 
ittHftate  them  at  only  double,  we  shall  find  that  there 
lire  40, 1 30  miles  washed  by  their  navigable  waters ; 
and  by  the  constitution  of  the  Union  these  waters 
are  declared  to  be  *  common  property,  for  ever 
b^%  without  any  tax^  dnty^  or  impost  what- 
^ver»' 

7W  Am^cans  are  not  free  firom  the  infirmities  of 
bLUiluui  nature;  and  having  got  a  '  good  thing'  among 
tt^^K^  m  process  of  time  it  became  a  boDe  of  con- 
iQtttioii^  i^lkh  it  stiU  remains :  the  Whigs  contending 


that  the  navigable  waters  having  been  declared  by  the 
constitution  *  for  ever  free/  are  national  waters,  and 
as  such,  entitled  to  have  all  necessary  improvements 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  Union ;  their  opponents 
asserting,  that  rivers  and  harbours  are  not  national, 
but  local,  and  that  their  improvements  should  be  ex- 
clusively committed  to  the  respective  States.  This 
latter  opinion  sounds  strange  indeed,  when  it  is 
remembered,  that  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries 
bathe  the  shores  of  some  thirteen  States,  carry- 
ing on  their  bosoms  produce  annually  valued  at 
£55,000,000  sterling,  of  which  £500,000  is  utterly 
destroyed  from  the  want  of  any  sufficient  steps  to 
remove  the  dangers  of  navigation.* 
I  Mr.  Buggies  has  always  been  a  bold  and  able  ad- 
Tocate  of  the  Whig  doctrine  of  nationality;  and,  in  a 
lecture  delivered  by  him  upon  the  subject,  he  states 
that  during  the  recent  stniggle  to  pass  the  River  and 
Harbour  Bill  through  the  Senate,  Mr.  Douglas,  a 
popular  democrat  from  Illinois,  offered  as  a  substi- 
tute an  amendment  giving  the  consent  of  Congress 
*  to  the  levy  of  local  tonnage  dues,  not  only  by  each 
of  the  separate  States,  but  even  by  the  authorities  of 
r  any  city  or  town/  One  can  hardly  conceive  any  man 
1  of  the  most  ordinary  intellect  deliberately  proposing 


•  Tide  obserTationa  oa  tliia  subject  ia  Chapter  X.  vol*  i. 


to  inflict  upon  his  country  tlie  curse  of  an  unlimited 
legion  of  custom-houses,  arresting  commerce  in  every 
bend  of  the  river  and  in  every  bay  of  the  sea ;  yet 
such  was  the  case,  though  happily  the  proposition 
was  not  carried.  How  inferior  does  the  narrow  mind, 
which  made  the  above  proposition  io  1848,  appear 
when  placed  beside  the  prescient  mind  which  in  1787 
proposed  and  carried,  *  That  navigable  waters  should 
be  for  ever  free  from  any  tax  or  impost  whatever.* 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary  instances  of  routine 
folly  which  I  ever  read  or  heard  of,  and  which,  among 
so  practical  and  unrouiiney  a  people  as  the  Americans, 
appears  all  bat  incredible,  is  the  following;  Congress 
having  resisted  the  Harbour  Improvement  Bill,  but 
acknowledged  its  duties  as  to  certain  lights  and 
beacons,  *  Ordered,  that  a  beacon  should  be  placed 
on  a  rock  m  the  harbour  of  New  Haven.  The  en- 
gineer reported,  that  the  cost  of  removing  the  rock 
would  be  less  than  the  cost  of  erecting  the  beacon ; 
but  the  President  was  fiim, — a  great  party  doctrine 
was  involved,  and  the  rock  remains  to  uphold  the 
beacon — a  naked  pole,  with  an  empty  barrel  at  its 
head — a  suitable  type  of  the  whole  class  of  consti- 
tutional obstructions.'^ 


*  Extract  from  lecture  delivered  by  S.  B.  Euggles,  at  New 
York,  October,  1852, 


The  State  of  New  York  may  fairly  claim  the  credit 
of  having  executed  one  of  the  most— if  not  the  most 

,  — valuable  public  works  in  the  Union — ^the  Erie 
^  Canal.  At  the  time  of  its  first  proposal,  it  received 
the  most  stubborn  opposition^  especially  from  that 
portion  of  the  democratie  party  known  by  the  appel- 
lation of  '  Bam-hnmers/  whose  creed  is  thus  described 
in  the  pamphlet  before  me  :■ — ■'  All  acciimnlatioDS  of 
wealth  or  power,  whether  in  associations,  corporate 
bodies,  public  works,  or  in  the  state  itself,  are  anti- 
democratic and  dangerous The  construction 

of  public  works  tends  to  engender  a  race  of  dema- 
gogues who  are  sure  to  lead  the  people  into  debt  and 
difficulty,'  &:c.  The  origin  of  their  name  I  have  not 
ascertained. 

Another  party,  possessing  the  equally  euphonical 
name  of '  Old  Hunkers,'  are  thus  described ; — '  Stand- 
ing midway  between  this  wing  of  the  Democracy  and 
the  Whig  partyj  is  that  portion  who  have  taken  upon 
themselves  tlie  comfortable  title  of  *  Old  Hunkers/ 
The  etymological  origin  of  this  epithet  is  already  lost 
in  obscurity.  They  embrace  a  considerable  portion 
of  our  citizens  who  are  engaged  in  banking  and  other 
active  business,  but  at  the  same  time  decided  lovers 
of  political  place  and  power.     At  heart  they  believe 

.in  progress,  and  are  in  favour  of  a  liberal  prosecution 
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of  works  of  improvement,  but  most  generally  disguise 
it,  in  order  to  win  the  Bam-bumers'  votes.  They  are 
by  no  means  deficient  in  intelligence  or  private  worthy 
but  are  deeply  Bkilled  in  political  taotics ;  and  their 
Greedy  if  it  ia  rightly  understood^  is  that  public  works 
ought  to  be  'judiciously*  prosecuted,  provided  they 
themselves  can  fill  all  the  offices  of  profit  or  honour 
connected  with  their  administration/* 

Such  is  the  description  given  of  these  two  parties 
by  the  pen  of  a  political  opponent,  who  found  in 
them  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
canal. 

The  name  of  De  Witt  Clinton  will  ever  be  asso- 
ciated with  this  great  and  useful  work,  by  which  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  ocean  lakes  is  poured  into  the 
Hudson^  and  thence  to  the  Atlantic.  After  eight 
years'  hard  struggle,  and  the  insane  but  undivided 
opposition  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  law  for  the 
construction  of  the  canal  was  passed  in  the  year  1817, 
One  opponent  to  the  undertaking,  when  the  difficulty 
of  supplying  water  was  started  as  an  objection, 
assisted  his  friend  by  the  observation,  '  Give  yourself 
no  trouble — the  tears  of  our  constituents  will  fill  it/ 
Many  others  opposed  the  act  on  the  grounds  that,  by 


■  This  extract  is  from  a  lecture  by  S.  B.  Buggies  to  the 
citizens  of  B43che3ter,  October,  1849. 


bringing  the  produce  of  the  States  on  the  lake  shores 
80  easily  to  New  York,  the  property  of  the  State  would 
be  depreciated,  which  appears  to  me,  in  other  words, 
to  be — they  opposed  it  on  the  grounds  of  its  utility. 
Others  again  grounded  their  objections  on  the  doubt 
that  the  revenue  raised  by  the  tolls  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  expense.  Fortunately,  however, 
the  act  was  canied ;  and  in  seven  years,  the  canal, 
though  not  quite  completed,  was  receiving  tolls 
to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  £50,000,  In  1836 
the  canal  debt  was  paid,  and  produce  valued 
at  £13,000,000 — of  which  £10,000,000  belonged 
to  the  State  of  New  York— was  carried  through 
it;  the  tolls  had  risen  to  £320^000  per  annum, 
and  £8o,GOO  of  that  sum  was  voted  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  general  purposes  of  the  State,  the 
total  cost  having  been  under  one  and  a  half  million 
sterling. 

One  might  imagine  that  such  triumphant  success 
would  have  made  the  State  ready  to  vote  any  reason- 
able sum  of  money  to  enlarge  it  if  required,  but  the 
old  opponents  took  the  field  in  force  when  the  propo- 
sition was  made.  Even  after  a  certain  sum  had  been 
granted,  and  a  contract  entered  into,  they  rescinded 
the  grant  and  paid  a  forfeit  to  the  contractor  of 
£15,000.    It  was  in  vain  that  the  injury  to  commerce, 


resulting  from  the  small  dimensions  of  the  canal,*  was 
represented  to  them  ;  it  was  in  vain  that  statistics 
were  laid  before  them,  showing  that  the  7,000,000 
miles  traversed  by  the  4500  canal  boats  might,  if  the 
proposed  enlargement  took  place,  reduce  the  distance 
traversed  to  two  millions  of  miles,  and  the  boats 
employed  to  ijoo;  Bam-btimers  triumphed,  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  enlargements  should  only  be 
made  out  of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the  tolls  and 
freight,  by  which  arrangement  this  vast  commercial 
advantage  will  be  delayed  for  many  years,  unless  the 
firnits  of  the  canal  increase  more  rapidly  than  even 
their  present  wonderful  strides  can  lead  one  to  antici- 
pate, although  amounting  at  this  present  day  to  up- 
wards of  £1,000,000  yearly.*"  Such  is  a  short  epitome 
of  a  canal  through  which,  when  the  Sault  St.  Marie 
Channel  between  Lakes  Superior  and  Huron  is  com- 
pleted,  an  unbroken  watery  highway  will  bear   the 


*  The  neighbouring  wolony  '  whips*  the  republic  in  canals. 
Vessel*  from  350  to  400  tons  can  pass  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Welland  Canala.  Nothing  abore  75  tons  can  use  the  Erie 
CanaL 

*  The  governor  of  the  State,  in  hia  anntial  message,  1854, 
callfl  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  toll  on  the  canals  is 
rapidly  decreasing,  and  will  be  seriously  imperilled  if  steps 
are  not  taken  to  enlarge  it. 
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ricb  produce  of  the  West  from  beyond  the  90*  meridian 
of  longitude  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.* 

Although  the  Erie  is  perhaps  the  canal  which 
bears  the  most  valuable  freight,  it  is  by  no  means  the 
greatest  undertaking  of  the  kind  in  the  Union.  The 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  uniting  Washington  and 
Pittsburg,  has  nearly  400  locks,  and  is  tunnelled 
four  miles  through  the  AUeghanies ;  and  the  Pennsyl- 
ania  canal,  as  we  have  already  seen  in  a  former  chap- 
',  runs  to  the  foot  of  the  same  ridge,  and  being 
unable  to  tunnel,  uses  boats  in  compartments,  and 
drags  them  by  stationary  engines  across  the  moun- 
tains. Nothing  daunts  American  energy.  If  the 
people  are  once  set  upon  having  a  canal,  go-ahead  it 
U6t ;  can't  is  an  unknown  expression.^ 
However  important  the  works  we  have  been  con- 
dering  may  be  to  the  United  States^  there  can  be  no 
doubt  tiiat  railways  are  infinitely  more  so  ;  I  there- 
fore trust  the  following  remarks  upon  them  may  have 
some  interest. 

By  the  statement  of  the  last  Census,  it  appears  that 


•  Bv  the  Elinoia  and  Michigan  Canal  the  ocean  lakes  com- 
municate with  the  MiBaissippi ;  and  when  the  channel  ia  made 
by  Lake  Nipiesing,  there  will  be  an  nnbroken  watercourse 
between  New  Orleans,  New  York,  By  town,  and  Quebec. 

^  There  are  upwards  of  5000  mOes  of  canal  in  America. 


there  are  no  le^a  than  13^266  miles  of  railroad  in 
operation,  and  I2,68t  in  progress,  giving  a  total  of 
nearly  26,000  miles;  the  cost  of  those  which  are 
completed,  amounts  to  a  little  less  than  £75,000,000, 
and  the  estimate  for  those  in  progress  is  a  little  above 
£44,000,000 ;  we  thos  see  that  the  United  States  will 
possess  26^000  miles  of  railroad,  at  the  cost  of  about 
iBi 20,000,000.  In  England  we  have  8068  miles  of 
railway,  and  the  cost  of  these  amounts  to  £273,860,000 
or  at  the  rate  of  £34,020  per  mile.  This  extraordinary 
difference  between  the  results  produced  and  the 
expenses  incurred  requires  some  little  explanation. 
By  the  Census  report,  I  learn  that  the  average 
expense  of  the  railways  varies  in  different  parts  of 
the  Union ;  those  in  the  northern,  or  New  England 
States,  costing  £9250  per  mile ;  those  in  the  middle 
States  £8000 ;  and  those  in  the  southern  and  western 
States  £4000  per  mile.  The  railway  from  Charleston 
to  Augusta^  on  the  Savanah  River,  only  cost  £1350 
per  mile.  From  the  above,  we  see  clearly  that  the 
expenses  of  their  railways  are  materially  affected  by 
density  of  population  and  the  consequent  value  of 
land,  by  the  comparative  absence  of  forest  to  supply 
material^  and  by  the  value  of  labour.  If  these  three 
causes  produce  such  material  differences  in  a  country 
of  oomparative  empty  space  like  the  United  States,  it 
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is  l)ut  natural  to  expect  that  they  should  be  felt  with 
infinitely  more  force  in  England.  Moreover,  as  it 
has  been  well  observed  by  Captain  D.  Galton*  R.  E.,* 
that  *  railways  originated  in  England,  and  therefore 
the  experience  which  is  always  required  to  per- 
fect a  new  system  has  been  chiefly  acquired  in  this 
country,  and  has  increased  the  cost  of  our  own  rail- 
ways for  the  benefit  of  our  neighbours/^ — Some  con- 
ception may  be  formed  of  the  irregular  nature  of  the 
expense  on  the  lines  in  England  from  the  statement 
subjoined,  also  taken  from  the  same  paper,  viz.: — 


„          -«  M               Land  and 
Ktmeof  Radway.  ^  compensation. 

Works,    ' 

RallB. 

Total  coit 
per  mile. 

LDndoa      \ 

and         > 

Blackwall  ) 

Leicester  ) 

and         \ 
Swannington  ) 

£ 

113,500 

1,000 

£ 
98,000 

£ 
4,000 

70Q 

£ 
353,000'' 

8,700^ 

Tide  an  able  paper  on  railways,  written  by  that  officer, 
and  publiahed  in  that  valuable  work  Aide  Mhwire  to  the 
Milittirt/  Scietiees. 
I     ••  This    ifl    without  the  expenfiefl  ariaiog   from    law  and 
parliamentary  proceedings , 
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From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
cost  of  oonstruction  and  engineering  expenses  amounted 
to  ^35^5^^.535  o^*^  of  £45,051,217,  Taking  the 
railways  quoted  as  representing  a  fair  average  of  the 
whole,  we  ascertain  that  more  than  one-fourth  of 
expense  of  our  railways  is  incurred  for  extras  com* 
paratively  unknown  in  the  United  States.  At  a 
general  meeting  of  the  London  and  North  Western, 
in  1854,  Mr*  Glyn  mentioned  as  a  fact,  that  a  chair- 
man of  a  certain  line,  in  giving  evidence,  had  stated 
that  a  competition  for  the  privilege  of  making  5t8 
miles  of  railway  had  cost  £350,000*  Such  an  item 
of  expenditure  can  hardly  enter  into  the  cost  of  a 
railway,  in  a  country  as  thinly  populated  as  the 
Republic,  There  are  also  two  other  important  facta 
which  are  apt  to  be  overlooked ;  first,  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  railways  in  the  United  States  are  single 
lines;  and  secondly,  that  the  labour  performed  is  of 
a  far  less  solid  and  enduring  character,  A  most 
competent  civil  engineer  told  ma  that  the  slovenly 
and  insecure  nature  of  many  of  the  railway  works  in 
the  United  States  was  perfectly  inconceivable,  and 
most  unquestionably  would  not  stand  the  inspection 
required  in  England,  A  friend  of  mine  has  traveDed 
upon  a  railway  in  America,  between  Wasliington  and 
Virginia,  of  which  a  great  portion  waa  composed  of 
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merely  a  wooden  rail  with  a  bar  of  iron  screwed  on 
to  the  nnrhce^  Tlie  carriages  are  also  far  leas 
expensive  and  comfortable ;  a  carriage  in  the  United 
States,  which  carries  fifty  people,  weighs  twelve  tons, 
and  costs  £450 ;  in  England  it  may  be  fairly  asserted, 
that,  for  every  fifty  people  in  a  mixed  train  there  is 
a  carriage  weight  of  eighteen  tons  at  a  cost  of  £1500. 
When  all  the  foregoing  facts  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration, it  must  appear  clear  to  the  reader,  that 
until  the  efficiency  of  the  work  done,  the  actual 
number  of  miles  of  rail  laid  down,  and  the  comfort 
enjoyed  are  ascertained,  any  comparison  of  the  relatiro 
expenses  of  the  respective  railways  must  be  alike  ui^M 
less  and  erroneous ;  at  the  same  time,  it  can  scarce^^ 
be  denied  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  Eepublic 
too  much  credit  for  the  energy,  engineeiing  skill,  and 
economy  with  which  they  have  railway-netted  the 
whole  continent.  Much  remains  for  them  to  do  in 
the  way  of  organising  the  corps  of  officials,  and  in 
the  erection  of  proper  stations  sufficient,  at  all  events 
to  protect  travellers  from  the  weather,  for  which  too 
common  neglect,  the  abundance  of  wood  and  admirable 
machinery  leaves  them  without  excuse ;  not  that  we 


»  I  believe  the  railway  from  Charlegton  to  SaraDiiah  wa« 


entirely  laid  down  on  thia  plan. 
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are  without  sin  ourselves  in  this  last  particolar. 
The  uncovered  station  at  Warrington  is  a  disgrace 
to  tlie  wealthy  London  and  North  Western  Company, 
and  the  inconveniences  for  changing  trains  at  Gretna 
unction  is  even  more  disreputahle ;  hot  these  form 
e  rare  exceptions,  and  as  a  general  rule,  there 
cannot  he  the  slightest  comparison  between  the 
admirably  arranged  corps  of  railway  servants  in  Eng' 
land,  and  the  same  class  of  men  in  the  States ;  nor 
between  the  excellent  stations  in  this  country,  and 
the  wretched  counterpart  thereof  in  the  Eepublic.  In* 
creased  intercourse  with  Europe  will,  it  is  to  he  hoped, 
gradually  modify  these  defects ;  but  as  long  as  they 
continue  the  absurd  system  of  running  only  one  class 
of  carriage,  the  incongruous  hustling  together  of  hu* 
manities  must  totally  prevent  the  travelling  in  America 
being  as  comfortable  as  that  in  the  Old  World, 

liCt  us  now  turn  from  that  which  carries  our  bodies 
at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  hour,  to  that  last  giant 
stride  of  science  hy  wMch  our  words  are  carried  quick 
j  as  thought  itaeli' — the  Telegraph.  The  Americans 
^^  soon  discovered  that  this  invention  was  calculated  to 
^H^e  peculiarly  useful  to  them,  owing  to  their  enormous 
Hpextent  of  territory;  and  having  come  to  this  con- 
elusion,  their  energy  soon  stretched  the  electric  mes- 
senger throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
L  2 
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land,  and  bj  the  last  Census  ibe  telegraphic  lines 
extend  i<5,735  miles,  and  the  length  of  wires  employed 
amounts  to   23,281.     Tk^:  Seventh  Censm  gives  the 
expense  of  construction   as   £30  per  mile.*     The 
systems  in  use  are  Morse's,  House  s^  and  Bain's ;  the 
two  former  of  American  invention,  the  latter  imported 
from  this  country.     Of  these  three,  the  system  most 
generally  employed  is  Morse's,  the  others  being  only 
worked  upon  about  2000  miles  each.     It  would  be  out 
of  place  to  enter  into  any  scientific  explanation  of  their 
different  methods  in  these  pages;  suffice  it  to  say^ 
that  all  three  record  their  messages  on  ribands  of 
paper ;  Morse  employing  a  kind  of  short-hand  symbol 
which  indents  the  paper;  Bain,   a   set  of  symbols 
which  by  chemical  agency  discolour  the  paper  instead 
of  indenting  it;  and  House  printing  Eoman  letters 
in  foil  by  the  discolouring  process.     Those  who  wish 
for  details  and  explanations,  will  find  them  in  the 
works  of  Dr.  Lardner  and  others  on  the  Telegraph. 

The  following  anecdote  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
rapidity  with  which  they  work.  A  house  in  New 
York  expected  a  synopsis  of  commercial  news  by  the 
steamer  from  LiverpooL     A  swift  boat  was  sent  down 


'  Mr.  Jones,  in  his  KUtorical  Sketrk  of  the  JSleciric  Teh* 
graphs  makes  the  caJctilation  £40  a  mile,  and  estimates  that* 
to  erect  them  durably,  would  cost  £100  a  mile. — Vide  page  91* 


to  wait  for  the  steamer  at  the  quarantioe  grouDd, 
Immediately  tlie  steamer  arrived,  the  synopsis  "was 
thrown  into  the  hoat,  and  away  she  went  as  fast  as 
oars  and  sails  could  carry  her  to  Kew  York.  The 
aews  was  immediately  telegraphed  to  New  Orleans 
and  its  receipt  acknowledged  hack  in  three  hours  and 
five  minuteSp  and  before  the  steamer  that  hronght  it 
was  lashed  alongside  her  wharf.  The  distance  to  New 
Orleans  by  telegraph  is  about  2000  miles.  The  most 
extensive  pnrchases  are  frequently  made  at  a  thou- 
sand miles  distance  by  the  medium  of  the  telegraph. 
Some  brokers  in  Wall-street  average  from  six  to  ten 
messages  per  day  throughout  the  year.  I  remember 
hearing  of  a  young  officer,  at  Niagai^a  Falls,  who 
finding  himself  low  in  the  purse,  telegraphed  to 
New  York  for  credit,  and  before  he  had  finislied  his 
breakfast  the  money  was  brought  to  him.  Cypher 
is  very  generally  used,  for  two  reasons ;  first,  to  ob- 
tain the  secrecy  which  is  frequently  essential  to  com- 
mercial affairs  \  and  secondly,  that  by  well  organized 
cypher  a  few  words  are  sufficient  to  convey  a  long 
sentence. 

Among   other  proposed   improvements  is  one  to 

ransmit  the  signature  of  individuals,  maps  and  plans, 

and  even  the  outlines  of  the  human  face,  so  as  to  aid 

in  the  apprehension  of  rogueSj  &c»     By  a  table  of 
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precedence^  GoTammetit  messages,  and  messages  for 
the  fhrtberance  of  justice  and  detection  of  criminals, 
are  first  attended  to ;  then  follow  notices  of  death  or 
calls  to  a  dying  bed ;  after  which,  is  the  Press,  if  the 
news  be  important;  if  not,  it  takes  its  turn  with  the 
general,  commercial,  and  other  news.  The  wires  in 
America  scorn  the  railway  apron-strings  in  wWch  they 
are  led  about  in  this  country*  They  thread  their  in- 
dependent course  through  forests,  along  highways 
and  bjTways,  through  streets,  oyer  roofs  of  houses, — 
everybody  welcomes  them, — appearance  bows  down  at 
the  shrine  of  utility,  and  in  the  smallest  villages  these 
winged  messengers  are  seen  dropping  their  commani- 
cative  wires  into  the  post-office,  or  into  some  grocer's 
shop,  where  a  cute  lad  picks  up  all  the  passing  in- 
formation— which  is  not  in  cypher — ^and  probably 
retails  it  with  an  amount  of  compound  interest  com- 
mensurate with  the  trouble  he  has  taken  to  obtain  it. 
There  is  no  donbt  that  many  of  these  village  stations 
are  not  sure  means  of  communication,  partly  perhaps 
firom  carelessness,  and  partly  from  the  trunk  arteries 
having  more  important  matter  to  transmit,  and  elbow* 
ing  their  weaker  neighbours  out  of  the  field.  Their 
gradual  increase  is  however  a  sufficient  proof  that 
the  population  find  them  useful,  despite  the  disad- 
vantages  they   labour  imder.      In  some  instances. 
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however^  they  have  shown  a  zeal  without  discretion, 
for  a  friend  of  minej  lately  arrived  from  the  Far  West, 
informs  me,  that  in  many  places  the  wires  may  be 
seen  broken  and  the  poles  tumbling  down  for  miles 
and  miles  together,  the  use  of  the  telegraph  not  being 
sufficient  even  to  pay  for  the  keeping  up.  This  fact 
should  be  borne  in  mind  when  we  give  them  the  full 
benefit  of  the  16,735  miles  according  to  their  own 

r statement  in  The  Seventh  Census, 
^  The  very  low  tariff  of  charge  renders  the  use  of  the 
telegraph  universal  throughout  the  Union,  In  Messrs. 
Whit  worth's  and  WaUis's  Report,  they  mention  an  in- 
I  stance  of  a  manufacturer  in  New  York,  who  had  his 
office  in  one  part  of  the  town  and  his  works  in  an 
i  opposite  direction,  and  who,  to  keep  up  a  direct  com- 
I  municatjon  between  the  two,  erected  a  telegraph  at 
I  Ma  own  expense,  obtaining  leave  to  carry  it  along 
^Kver  the  tops  of  the  intervening  bouses  without  any 
"difficulty*  The  tariff  alluded  to  above  will  of  course 
I  vary  according  to  the  extent  of  the  useful  pressure  of 
competition.  I  subjoin  two  of  their  charges  as  an 
example.  From  Washington  to  Baltimore  is  forty 
miles,  and  the  charge  is  lod  for  ten  words.  From 
New  York  to  Orleans  is  two  thousand  miles,  and  the 
charge  for  ten  words  is  ten  shillings.  It  must  be  re- 
embered  that  these  ten  words  are  exclusive  of  the 
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names  and  addresses  of  the  parties  sending  and  receiv* 
ing  the  message, 

A  short  sketch  of  the  telegraph  in  this  country  may 
not  be  without  interest  to  some  of  my  readers;  I 
therefore  devote  a  few  lines  to  the  subject  which, 
having  been  obtained  from  the  beat  authority,  may 
safely  be  relied  on. 

The  extent  to  which  the  telegraph  is  used  in  the 
United  States,  induced  those  interested  in  the  matter 
in  England  to  send  over  for  the  most  competent  and 
practical  person  that  could  he  obtained,  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  how  far  any  portion  of  the  system 
employed  by  them  might  be  beneficially  introduced 
into  this  country.  The  American  system  is  that  of 
the  complete  circuit,  and  therefore  requiring  only  one 
wire;  and  the  patent  of  Bain  was  the  one  experi- 
mented with,  as  requiring  the  slightest  intensity  of 
current.  After  considerable  expense  incurred  in  trials, 
the  American  system  was  found  decidedly  inferior  Vb 
our  own,  solely  owing  to  the  humidity  of  our  climate, 
whicbj  after  repeated  trials,  has  been  found  to  require 
afar  more  perfect  insulation  than  is  necessary  either  in 
the  United  States  or  on  the  Continent,  and  therefore 
requiring  a  greater  outlay  of  capital  in  bringing  the 


For  the  length  of  telegraph  wires,  &c*,  see  Appendix  D, 


telegrapliic  wire  into  a  practical  working  state ;  260 
miles  is  tlie  greatest  length  that  a  battery  is  equal 
to  working  in  this  country  in  the  worst  weather* 
1 1  Bain's  system  was  formerly  not  sufficiently  per- 
fected to  work  satisfactorily  in  our  climate;  recent 
improTements  are  remoTing  those  objections,  and  the 
employment  of  it  is  now  rapidly  increasing.  The 
advantages  that  Bain*s  possesses  over  Morse's  are  two- 
fold :  first,  the  intensity  of  current  required  to  work 
it  is  lighter ;  and  secondly,  the  discolouration  it  pro* 
duces  is  far  more  easily  read  than  the  indentations  of 
Morse  s.  The  advantage  Morse's  possesses  over  Bain*8 
isj  that  the  latter  requires  damped  paper  to  be  always 
ready  for  working,  wliich  the  former  does  not.  The 
advantage  Cook  and  Wbeatstone's*  possesses  over  both 
the  former  is,  that  it  does  not  demand  the  same  skilled 
hands  to  wind  and  adjust  the  machine  and  prepare  tho 
paper;  it  is  always  ready  at  hand,  and  only  needs 
attention  at  long  intervals,  for  which  reasons  it  is  more 


■     »  Having  alluded  in  the  text  to  the  Byatemfi  of  Morae,  Bain, 
and  House,  I  must  apologise  for  omitting  to  add,  that  the 
By  stem  of  Cook  and  ^Tieatatone  coosista  simply  of  a  deflect- 
ing needle— or  needlea — wkieh  being  acted  upon  by  the  eur- 
BQts  are,  according  to  the  manipulationa  of  the  operator^ 
do  to  indicate  the  required  letters  by  a  certain  number  of 
1  to  the  right  or  left. 
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generally  employed  at  all  minor  and  intermediate  sta* 
tions;  its  disadvantages  are,  that  it  does  not  trace 
the  message,  and  consequently  leaves  no  telegraphic 
record  for  reference,  and  it  requires  two  wires,  while 
Bain's  or  Morse's  employs  hut  one;  the  intensity  of  the 
current  required  to  work  it  is  the  same  as  Bain  s,  and 
rather  less  than  Morse's.  All  three  admit  of  messages 
going  the  whole  length  of  the  line  heing  read  at  all 
intermediate  stations.  The  proportion  of  work  capahle 
of  being  done  by  Bain's,  as  compared  with  Cook  and 
Wheatstone's,  is;  Bain's  and  one  wire -3  ;  Cook  and 
Wheatstone  8  and  two  wires  =  5.  But  if  Bain's  had  a 
second  wire,  a  second  set  of  clerks  would  be  requisite 
to  attend  to  it.  The  errors  from  the  tracing  tele- 
graph are  less  than  those  from  the  magnetic  needle ; 
but  the  difference  is  very  trifling.  No  extra  clerk 
is  wanted  by  Cook  and  Wheatstone's,  as  all  messages  ^ 
are  written  out  by  a  manifold  writer.  Every  messa^^J 
sent  by  telegraph  in  England  has  a  duplicate  copy 
sent  by  rail  to  the  *  Clearing  Office,'  at  Lothbury, 
to  be  compared  with  the  original ;  thanks  to  which 
precaution,  clerks  keep  tlieir  eyes  open,  and  the  public 
are  efficiently  protected  from  errors. 

How  strange  it  is,  that  with  the  manifest  utility  of 
the  telegraph  in  case  of  fire,  and  the  ease  with  which 
it  could  be  adapted  to  that  purpose — as  it  has  now 
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been  for  some  years  in  Boston — the  authorities  tate 
no  step B  to  obtatD  its  invaluable  services.  The  alarm 
of  fire  can  be  transmitted  to  every  district  of  London 
at  the  small  cost  of*  £350  a-year»  The  most  com- 
petent parties  are  ready  to  undertake  the  contract  j 
but  it  is  too  large  a  sum  for  a  poor  little  village,  with 
only  2,500,000  of  inhabitants,  and  not  losing  more 
than  £500,000  annually  by  fires,  to  expend.  The 
sums  spent  at  St.  Stephen's  in  giving  old  gentlemen 
colds,  and  in  making  those  of  all  ages  sneeze  from 
underfoot  snuff — ^in  other  words,  the  attempt  at  ven- 
tilation, which  is  totally  useless — has  cost  the  country 
more  than  would  be  necessary  to  supply  this  vast 
metropolis  with  telegraphic  fire  communication  for  a 
century. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  state  that  in  this  country 
several  establishments  and  individuals  have  their  own 
private  telegraphs,  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  re- 
ferred to  at  New  York,  and  many  more  would  do  the 
same,  did  not  vested  interests  interfere. 


^^#';#^ 


CHAPTER  rX. 


Americas  Press  and  England's  Censor. 


TN  treating  of  a  free  country,  the  Press  must  ever  be 
■^  considered  as  occupying  too  important  an  influence 
to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  I  therefore  propose 
dedicating  a  few  pages  to  the  subject.  The  follow- 
ing Table,  arranged  from  information  given  in  the 
Census  Report  of  1850,  is  the  latest  account  within 
my  reach : — 

Newspapers  Published, 


Daily 
a54 

Tri-Weekly 
115 

Semi-Weekly 
31 

Weekiy 
190Z 

Printed 

Annually 

*  35, 1 19,965 

Printed 
Annually 
11,811,140 

Printed 
Annually 
5,565,176 

Printed 
Annually 
153,1*0,708 

Semi-Montbly 
95      . 

Monthly 
100 

Quarteriy 
19 

Printed 
Annually 
1 1,703,480 

Printed 

Annually 

8,887,803 

Printed 

Annually 

103.500 

MAHVELLOrS  AOCURACT  (?) 


*oy 


General  ChufsificaHon. 


Literary  and 

MueeHaneouB 

568 

Prkit«d 
Anuuallj 


Neutral  and 

Independent 

8} 

Printed 
Anniially 
88^1.953 


Pojltical 

|6 

Frinted 

Anniutly 


Betiglafat 
191 

Fainted 

Annoftlly 
33^45484 


SI 

Printed 
AnQQally 


Total  number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals,  2526;  and 
copies  printed  annuaUj,  426^409,9 7 8. 

The   minute   accuracy   of  the  number  of  copies 
issued  annually  is  a  piece  of  startling  information  :  Uie 
Republic  is  most  famous  for  statistics,  but  bow,  with- 
out any  stamp  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  issues,  they 
have  ascertained  the  units  while  dealing  with  hundreds 
of  millions  is  a  statistical  prodigy  that  throws  the 
n      calculating  genius  of  a  Bahbage  and  the  miraculous 
^■powers  of  Herr  Dobler  and  Anderson  into  the  shade. 
H I  can  therefore  no  more  pretend  to  explain  the  method 
^^Uipy  employ  for  statistics,   than  I  can  the  system 
adopted  by  Herr  Dobler  to  mend  plates  by  firing 
pistols  at  them.     The  exact  quantity  of  rehance  that 
can  he  placed  upon  them,  I  must  leave  to  my  reader's 

(judgment. 
As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  said  that  the  literary, 
religious,  and  scientific  portion  of  the  Press  is  printed 
on  good  paper,  and  provided  with  useful  matter, 
reflecting  credit  on  the  projectors  and  contributors. 
'  wish  I  could  say  the  same  of  the  political  Press ; 
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but  truth  compels  me  to  give  a  far  different  accouot 
of  their  publications :  they  certainly  partake  more  of 
the  *  cheap  and  nasty*  style.  The  paper  is  generally 
abominable,  the  type  is  so  small  as  to  be  painful  to 
the  eyes,  and  would  almost  lead  one  to  suppose  it  had 
been  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of  a  conclave  of  cute 
oculists:  the  style  of  language  in  attacking  adver- 
saries is  very  low :  the  terms  employed  are  painfully 
coarse,  and  there  is  a  total  absence  of  dignity;  be- 
sides which  they  are  profuse  caterers  to  the  vanity 
of  the  nation.  I  do  not  say  there  are  no  exceptions; 
I  merely  speak  generally,  and  as  they  came  under 
my  own  eye,  while  travelling  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  States.  At  the  same  time,  injustice,  it 
must  be  stated,  that  they  contain  a  great  deal  of  com- 
mercial information  for  the  very  small  price  they  cost, 
some  of  them  being  as  low  as  one  halfpenny  in  price. 
I  do  not  endorse  the  following  extract,  nor  do  I 
give  it  as  the  opinion  wliich  editors  entertain  gene- 
rally of  each  other,  but  rather  to  show  the  language 
in  which  adverse  opinions  are  expressed.  It  is  taken 
from  the  columns  of  The  Liberator: — ^  We  have  been 
in  the  editorial  harness  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and,  during  that  period,  have  had  every 
facility  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  American 
Press,  in  regard  to  every  form  that  has  struggled  for 
the  ascendancy  dining  that  period;   and  we  soberly 
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aver,  as  our  conviction,  that  a  majority  of  the  proprie- 
tors and  editorsof  public  journals  more  justly  deserve 
a  place  in  the  penitentiaries  of  the  land  than  the  in* 
mates  of  those  places  generally.  No  felons  are  more 
lost  to  shame,  no  liars  are  so  unscrupulous,  no  calum- 
niators are  so  malignant  and  satanic' — ^The  language 
of  the  foregoing  is  doubtless  nnmistakeably  clear,  but 
I  think  the  style  can  hardly  be  thought  defensible. 
On  general  topics  of  interest,  if  nothing  occurs  to  stir 
the  writer's  bile,  or  if  the  theme  be  not  calculated  to 
excite  the  vanity  of  their  countrymen,  the  language 
usually  employed  is  perhaps  a  little  metapliorical,  but 
is  at  the  same  time  grammiitical  and  sufficiently  clear; 
and,  I  beheve,  that  aa  a  general  principle  they  expend 
hberally  for  information,  and  consequently  the  whole 
Kepublic  may  be  said  to  be  kept  well  informed  on  all 
passing  events  of  interest. 

If  we  tnm  for  a  moment  from  considering  the 
American  Press,  to  take  a  slight  glimpse  at  our  oi^ti, 
how  startling  does  the  difference  appear  I  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands,  with  a 
population  exceeding  that  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  wealth  immeasurably  greater,  produce  624  papers, 
and  of  these  comparatively  few  are  doily;  only  180 
issue  above  icx>,ooo  copies  annually,  only  32  circu* 

te  above  500,000,  and  only  12  above  1,000,000.  It 
further  been  stated,  that  there  are  75  towns 
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retummg  115  members,  and  representing  i,5oo,ocxi 
of  the  papulation,  without  any  local  paper  at  all. 

The  information  respecting  the  Press  in  England i 
derived  from  The  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Agso- 
ciation  for  promoting  the  Repeal  of  the  Taxes  en 
Knowledge^  and  TJie  Newspaper  PresM  Directory, 
The  issues  subjoined  are  taken  from  the  Return 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons,  of  newspaper 
stamps,  which  is  *A  Return  of  the  Number  of  News- 
paper Stamps  at  one  penny,  issued  to  Newspapers 
in  England^  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  for  the 
year  1854.* 

In  England, 


The  Times  .     .     . 

The  News  of  the 
World     .    .    . 

Illustrated  Lon- 
don News    .     , 

Lloyd's  WeeMy 
Newspaper 

Weekly  Times     , 

Eeynold's  WeeMy 

Morning  Adver- 
tiser   ♦     .     .     . 

Weekly  Dispatch 

Daily  News     .     . 

Bellas  Life  in  Lon- 
don    .... 

Morning  Herald . 


i5'97St739 
5'<573»525 

5,637,866 

5^572,897 
3,902,169 
2,49^,356 

2,392,780 
1.9^2,933 
i.4^5»o99 

i,i6i,cx>o 
1,158,000 


Manchester  Ghiar- 

dian  ....  1,066,575 
Liverpoal  Mercnry  9i2tOOO 
Morning  Chronicle  873,500 
The  Glohe  .  .  .  850,000 
TheExpr^A  .  .  841,342 
Morning  Poet  .  .  832,500 
The  Sun  ....  825.000 
Evening  Mail  .  .  800,000 
Leeds  Mercury  ,  735*5oo 
Stamford  Mercury  689,000 
Birmingham  Jour- 
nal    650,750 

Shipping  Gazette  ,  628,000 

Weekly  Messenger  625,500 


Ifi  Scotland* 

North  British  Ad- 
vertiser.    .    .     .    802,000 

Glaagow    Saturday 

Po»t 727,000 

Jforth  British  Mail     565,000 

Glasgow  Herald     ,    5411000 


Various  reasons  may  be  given  for  this  great 
difference  between  the  Press  of  the  two  countries. 
Many  are  disposed  to  attribute  it,  very  naturally,  to  the 
govemment  stamp,  and  the  securities  which  are  re- 
quired ;  some,  to  the  machinery  of  Grovemmeot  of  this 
country  being  necessarily  so  complicated  by  ancient 
rights  and  privileges,  and  the  difficulties  of  raising  a 
revenue,  whereof  the  item  of  interest  on  the  national 
debt  alone  amounts  to  nearly  £30,000,000 ;  while 
otherB,  again,  planting  one  foot  of  the  Press  compass  in 
London,  show  that  a  half  circle  with  a  radius  of  five 
hundred  miles  brings  nearly  the  whole  community 
within  twenty-four  hours*  post  of  the  metropolis,  in 
which  the  best  information  and  the  most  able  writers 
are  to  be  found,  thereby  rendering  it  (questionable  if 

■cal  papers,  in  any  numbers,  would  obtain  sufficient 
circulation  to  enable  the  editors  to  retain  the  services  of 
men  of  talent,  or  to  procure  valuable  general  informa- 
tion, without  wholesale  plagiarism  from  their  giant  me- 

opolitan  rivals.    Besides,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
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m  America^  emeh  Suue,  being  independeDt,  r^qoires  i 
flepizmte  Pre»  of  its  own,  while  tlie  onion  of  all  the 
States  renders  it  neoeeeary  that  the  proceedings  in  each 
of  the  others  should  be  known,  in  order  that  the  con- 
stttntional  Umits  within  which  they  are  permitted  to 
ezciciae  their  independence,  may  be  constantly  and 
jealously  watched ;  from  which  canse  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  a  Tery  simple  reason  for  the  Bepnblic 
requiring  comparatiTely  far  more  papers  than  this 
eoontry,  though  by  no  means  accounting  for  the  very 
great  disproportion  existing. 

While,  however,  I  readily  admit  that  the 
papers  of  Great  Britain  are  greatly  inferior  in  nam" 
bers,  I  am  boand  in  justice  to  add,  that  they  are 
decidedly  superior  in  tone  aod  character.  I  am  not 
defending  the  wholesale  manner  in  which,  when  it 
suits  their  purpose,  they  drag  an  unfortunate  indi- 
ridual  before  the  public,  and  crucify  him  on  tbe 
anonymous  editorial  We,  which  is  at  one  and  the 
same  time  their  deadliest  weapon  and  their  surest 
shield.  Such  acts  all  honest  men  must  alike  deplore 
and  condemn ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  lan- 
guage they  employ  is  more  in  accordance  with  the 
courtesies  of  civilized  life,  than  that  used  by  the 
Press  of  the  Kepublic  under  similar  circumstances; 
and  ii^  in  a  time  of  excitement  and  hope,  they  do 
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sometimes  cater  for  the  vanity  of  John  Bull,  they 
more  generally  employ  their  powers  to  *  take  him  down 
a  peg;'  and  every  newspaper  which  has  sought  for 
popularity  in  the  muddy  waters  of  scurrility,  has— to 
use  an  Oriental  proverb — *  eaten  its  own  dirt,  and  died 
a  putrid  death/ 

Let  me  now  turn  from  the  Press  to  the  literature  of 
the  United  States.  Of  the  higher  order  of  publica- 
tions, it  is  needless  to  say  anything  in  these  pages, 
Irving,  Prescott,  Ticknor,  Stephens,  Longfellow,  Haw- 
thome,  and  that  stamp  of  writer,  are  an  honour  to 
any  country,  and  are  as  well  known  in  England 
as  they  are  in  America,  consequently  any  encomium 
from  my  pen  is  as  unnecessary  as  it  would  he  pre* 
Bumptuous. 

The  literature  on  which  I  propose  to  comment,  is 
that  which  I  may  reasonahly  presume  to  be  the  popular 
literature  of  the  masses,  because  it  is  the  staple  com- 
modity for  sale  on  all  railways  and  steamboats.  1 
need  not  refer  again  to  the  most  objectionable  works, 
inasmuch  as  the  very  fact  of  their  being  sold  by  stealth 
proves  that,  however  numerous  their  purchasers,  they 
are  at  all  events  an  outrage  on  pubHc  opinion.  I 
made  a  point  of  always  purchasing  whatever  books 
appeared  to  me  to  be  selling  most  freely  among  my 
fellow-travellerB,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  mass 
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of  trash  I  thus  hecame  possessed  of  was  perfectly  in- 
conceivable,  and  the  most  vulgar  abuse  of  this  country 
was  decidedly  at  a  premium.  Bat  their  language  was 
of  iteelf  so  penny*a-liny,  that  they  might  have  lain  for 
weeks  on  the  book- shelf  at  an  ordinary  railway-station 
in  England — ^price,  gratu — and  nobody  bet  a  trunk- 
maker  or  a  grocer  would  have  been  at  the  trouble  of 
removing  them. 

Not  content,  however,  with  writing  trash,  they  do 
not  scruple  to  deceive  the  public  in  the  most  bare* 
faced  way  by  deliberate  falsehood.  I  have  in  my  po&- 
eaeaion  two  of  these  spe^^imens  of  honesty^  purchased 
solely  from  seeing  my  brother's  name  as  the  author, 
which  of  course  I  knew  perfectly  well  to  be  false, 
and  which  they  doubtless  put  there  because  the  Ame- 
rican public  had  received  favourably  the  volumes 
he  really  had  written.  Of  the  contents  of  theee 
works  attributed  to  him  I  will  only  say,  the  rubbish 
was  worthy  of  the  robber.  I  would  not  convey  the 
idea  that  all  the  books  offered  for  sale  are  of  this 
calibre ;  there  are  also  magazines  and  other  worksj 
Bome  of  which  are  both  interesting  and  well-written. 
If  I  found  no  quick  sale  going  on,  I  generally  selected 
some  work  treating  of  either  England  or  the  English, 
80  as  to  ascertain  the  popular  shape  in  which  my 
countrymen  were  represented. 

One  work  which  I  got  hold  of,  called  Northwood, 
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amused  me  mucli:  I  there  found  the  Englishman  lining 
under  a  belief  that  the  Americatis  were  little  better  than 
savages  and  Pagans,  and  quite  overcome  at  the  extra- 
ordinary scene  of  a  household  meeting  together  for 
domestic  worship^  which  of  course  was  never  heard  of 
in  England.  This  httle  scene  affords  a  charming 
opportunity  for  *  buttering  up'  New  England  piety  at 
the  cheap  expense  of  a  libel  upon  the  old  country. 
He  then  is  taken  to  hear  a  sermon,  where  for  his 
special  benefit^ — I  suppose — the  preacher  expatiates 
on  the  gloiious  field  of  Bunker  s  Hill,  foretells  Eng* 
land's  decUne,  and  generously  promises  our  country- 
men a  home  in  America  when  they  aje  quite  '  used 
up/  The  Englishman  is  quite  overcome  with  the 
eloquence  and  sympathy  of  the  Church  militant 
preacher,  whose  discourse^  being  composed  by  the 
authoress,  I  may  fairly  conclude  is  given  as  a  model 
of  New  England  oratory  in  her  estimation*  Justice 
requires  I  should  add,  that  the  sermons  I  heard 
during  my  stay  in  those  States  were  on  religious 
topics,  and  not  on  revolutionary  war. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  NortJmood  was  written 
some  years  ago,  I  will  therefore  pass  from  it  to  what 
at  the  present  day  appears  to  be  considered  a  chef 
d'cBUvre  among  the  popular  style  of  works  1  have  been 
speaking  of,  I  ground  my  opinion  of  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  it  is  held  from  the  EatteriJig  encomiums 
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passed  upon  it  hj  the  Press  through  out  the  whole 
BepubUc  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans.  Boston 
styles  it  a  *  vigorous  volume  ;*  Philadelphia  a  *  ddigkt' 
Jul  treat;'  New  York  *  intereBting  and  instructive;' 
Albany  admires  the  Anthor's  *  keen  discriminating 
powers;*  Detroit  'a  lively  and  racy  style;*  The  Chris- 
tian Advocate  styles  it  *  a  skinning  operation,*  and  then 
adds  it  is  a  'retort  courteous  to  Uncle  Tommyism; 
Rochester  honours  the  author  with  the  appellation  of 
*"  the  most  chivalrous  American  that  ever  crossed  tlie 
Atlantic*'  New  Orleans  winds  up  a  long  paragraph 
with  the  following  magnificent  burst  of  editorial  elo- 
quence : — '  The  work  is  essentiaUy  American.  It  is  the 
type,  the  representative,  the  aggregate  outbcrst  of 

THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  HEART,  80  Well  expressed,  SO  od- 

mirahly  revealing  the  sentiment  of  our  whole  people — 
with  the  exception  of  some  puling  lovers  he  speaks  of — 
that  it  tvUl  find  sympathy  in  the  mind  of  every  true 
son  of  the  soiV  The  work  thus  heralded  over  the 
Republic  with  such  i^eriect  e  pluribus  unum  concord  is 
entitled  English  Items ;  and  the  embodiment  of  the 
'  aggregate  outburst  of  the  great  American  heart,'  is  a 
Mr.  Matthew  F,  Ward,  whose  work  is  sent  forth  to 
the  public  from  one  of  the  most  respectable  publishers 
in  New  York — D.  Appleton  and  Co.,  Broadway. 

Before  I  present  the  reader  specimens  of  ore  from 
this  valuable  mine,  I  must  make  a  few  observations. 
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The  author  is  the  son  of  one  of  the  ^^edthiest  families 
in  Kentucky,  a  man  of  education  and  travel^  and 
has  appeared  before  the  public  in  a  work  entitled 
The  Three  Continents :  I  have  given  extracts  from 
the  opinions  of  the  Press  at  greater  length  than  I 
otherwise  should,  because  I  think  after  the  reader 
has  followed  me  through  a  short  review  of  English 
Items,  he  will  see  what  strong  internal  testimony  they 
bear  to  the  truth  of  my  previous  observations.  I 
i^-oxild  also  remark,  that  I  am  not  at  all  thin-skinned 
as  to  travellers  giving  vent  to  their  true  feelings  with 
regard  to  my  own  country.  All  countries  have  their 
weaknesses,  their  follies,  and  their  wickednesses. 
Public  opinion  in  England,  taken  aa  a  whole,  is 
decidedly  good,  and  therefore  the  more  the  wrong  is 
laid  bare,  the  more  hope  for  its  correction ;  but,  while 
admitting  this  right  in  its  fullest  extent,  it  is  under 
two  eonditions :  one  that  the  author  speak  the  truth, 
the  other  that  his  language  he  not  an  outrage  ou 
decency  or  good  manners.  Now  then,  come  forth, 
thou  aggregate  outburst  of  the  great  American  heart  f^ 
Speak  for  thyself — let  the  public  be  thy  judge. 


^  •  Tlie  reader  is  requested  to  remember  that  all  the  words 
priDted  in  italics — while  dealing  with  ^nf/lisk  Items— b^^  bo 
done  to  show  that  they  are  quotationa  from  the  eulogies  of 
the  American  press*  They  are  as  thorouglily  repudiated  by 
me  as  they  muat  be  by  every  American  gentleman. 


168 


FRIENDLY  RELATIONE 


The  following  extxaotd  are  from  the  chapter  on 
*  Oar  mdividQal  Eeladons  with  England/ the  chaste 
fityle  whereof  must  gratify  the  reader : —  *  I  am 
eorry  to  observe  that  it  is  hecoming  more  and  more 
the  fashion,  especially  among  trayelled  AmeiioanB^  to 
pet  the  British  beast  ;.*,..  instead  of  treating 
him  like  other  refractory  brutes,  they  puaiUanimously 
strive  to  soothe  him  by  a  forbearance  he  cannot  ap 
predate  ;..*..  beasts  are  ruled  through  fear,  not 
kindness :  they  submissively  lick  the  hand  that  wields 
the  lash/  Then  follow  instructions  for  his  treatment, 
BO  terrible  as  to  make  future  tourists  to  America 
tremble: — 'Seize  him  fearlessly  by  the  throat,  and 
once  strangle  him  into  involuntary  silence,  and  the 
British  lion  will  hereafter  be  as  fawning  as  he  has 
hitherto  been  spiteful/  He  then  informs  his  country- 
men that  the  English  '  cannot  appreciate  the  retiring 
nature  of  true  gentility  ,  .  .  *  nor  can  the^  realize 
how  a  nation  can  fail  to  be  blustering  except  from 
cowardice.'  Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  chapter 
he  explains  that  '  hard  blows  are  the  only  logic  the 
English  understand  /  and  then,  lest  the  important 
fact  sbould  be  forgotten^  he  clothes  the  sentiment  in 
the  following  burst  of  genuine  American  eloquence : — 
'  To  affect  their  understandings,  we  must  punch  their 
heads/     So  much  for  the  chapter  on  '  Our  Individual 


Kelations  with  England/  which  promise  to  be  of  so 
friendly  a  nature  that  future  travellers  had  better  take 
with  them  a  supply  of  bandages,  lint,  and  diachylon 
plaster,  bo  as  to  be  ready  for  the  new  genuine 
American  process  of  intellectual  expansion. 

Another  chapter  is  dedicated  to  *  Sixpenny  Mracles 
in  England/  which  is  chiefly  composed  of  rechauffem 
from  our  own  press,  and  with  which  the  reader  is  pro- 
bably familiar ;  but  there  are  some  passages  sufficiently 
amusing  for  quotation: — ^^  English  officials  are  in- 
variably impertinent  J  from  the  policeman  at  the  comer 
to  the  minister  in  Downing-street  •  ,  .  .  a  stranger 
might  suppose  them  paid  to  insult,  rather  than  to 
oblige  ....  from  the  clerk  at  the  railway  depot  to 
the  secretary  of  the  office  where  a  man  is  compelled 
to  go  about  passports,  the  same  laconic  rudeness  is 
observable/  How  the  American  mind  must  have 
been  gtiUed,  when  a  cabinet  minister  said  'not  at 
home'  to  a  free  and  enlightened  citizen,  who,  on  a 
levee  day  at  the  White  House,  can  follow  his  own 
^hackney-coachman  into  the  august  presence  of  the 
?resident  elect.  Conceive  him  strolling  up  Charing 
Cross,  then  suddenly  stopping  in  the  middle  of  the 
pavement,  wmpt  in  thought  as  to  whether  he  should 
cowhide  the  insulting  minister,  or  give  him  a  chance 
at  twenty  yards  with  a  revolving  carbine.     Ere  the 
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knotty  point  is  settled  in  his  mind,  a  voice  £rom 
beneath  a  hat  with  an  oibkin  top  sounds  in  his  ear, 
*  Move  on,  sir,  don't  stop  the  pathway !'  Imagine  the 
senfiations  of  a  sovereign  citizen  of  a  sovereign  state, 
heing  suhject  to  such  indignities  firom  stipendiary 
ministers  and  paid  police.  Who  can  wonder  that  he  con* 
ceives  it  the  duty  of  government  so  to  regulate  pnhlic 
offices,  &c.,  'as  to  protect  not  only  its  own  subjects, 
but  strangers,  from  the  insults  of  these  impertinent 
hirelings/  The  bile  of  the  author  rises  with  his  sub- 
ject, and  a  few  pages  further  on  he  throws  it  off  in  the 
following  beautiful  sentence  :■ — *  Better  would  it  be  for 
the  honour  of  the  English  nation  if  they  had  been 
bom  in  the  degradation,  as  they  are  endued  with  the 
propensities,  of  the  modem  Egyptians." 

At  last,  among  other  *  sixpenny  miracles/  he  arrives 
at  the  Zoological  Gardens, — the  beauty  of  arrange- 
ment, the  grandness  of  the  scale,  &c.,  strike  him 
forcibly ;  but  his  keen  inquiring  mind,  and  his  accu- 
rately recording  pen,  have  enabled  him  to  afford  his 
countrymen  information  which  most  of  my  co-members 
in  the  said  Society  were  previously  unconscions  of. 
He  tells  them,  'It  is  under  control  of  the  English 
Government,  and  subject  to  the  same  degradation  as 
Westminster,  St.  Paul's,  &c/  Starting  from  this 
basis,  which  only  wants  truth  to  make  it  solid,  he 
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complains  of '  the  meannesB  of  redocing  the  nation  to 
the  condition  of  a  common  showman;*  the  trifling 
mistake  of  confounding  public  and  private  property 
moves  his  democratic  chivalrp,  and  he  takes  up  the 
cudgels  for  the  masses.  I  almost  fear  to  give  the 
sentence  puhiicity,  lest  it  should  shake  the  Mnistry, 
and  be  a  rallying  point  for  Filibustero  Charlists,  My 
anticipation  of  but  a  moderate  circulation  for  this 
work  must  plead  my  excuse  for  not  withholding  it. 
*  The  Government  basely  use,  without  permission,  the 
authority  of  the  people's  namCj  to  make  them  sharers 

1  in  ft  disgrace  for  which  they  alone  are  responsible. 
A  stranger,  in  paying  his  shilling  for  admission  into 
an  exhibition,  which  has  been  dubbed  national  (by 
whom?),  in  contradistinction  from  another  in  the 
Surrey  Gardens,  very  naturally  suspects  that  the 
people  are  partners  in  this  contemptible  transaction, 

I .  ,  *  ,  The  English  people  are  compelled  to  pay 
for  the  ignominy  with  which  their  despotic  rulers 
have  loaded  them/  Having  got  his  foot  into  this 
mare's  nest,  he  finds  an  egg  a  litde  fnrttier  on,  which 
he  thus  hatches  for  the  American  public :  '  English- 
men not  only  regard  eating  as  the  most  inestimable 
blessing  of  life  when  they  enjoy  it  themselves,  but 
they  are  always  intensely  delighted  to  see  it  going  on* 
The  Government  charge  an  extra  shilling  at  the  Zoo- 


179 


CHELSEA. 


[CH. 


logica]  Gardens  on  the  daja  that  ibe  animals  sre  fed 
in  pablic;  but  as  much  as 


spending 


an  Englishman 
the  extraordinary  attraction 


money, 
&ils  to  draw/  &c. 

From  the  Gardens  he  Tisits  Gheldea  Hospital, 
where  his  keen  discriminating  powers  having  been 
sharpened  by  the  demand  for  a  shilling — the  chief 
object  of  which  demand  is  to  protect  the  pensioners 
from  perpetual  intrusion — he  bursts  forth  in  a  soblime 
magnifico  Kentnckyo  flight  of  eloquence :  '  Sordid 
barbarians  might  degrade  the  wonderful  monuments 
of  their  more  civilized  ancestors  by  charging  idsitors 
to  see  them;  but  to  drag  from  their  lowly  retreat  these 
maimed  and  shattered  victims  of  national  ambition, 
to  be  stared  at,  and  wondered  at,  like  caged  beasts,  is 
an  outrage  against  humanity  that  even  savages  would 
shrink  from/  And  then,  a  little  further  on,  he  makes 
Ihe  following  profound  reflection,  which  no  doubt 
appears  to  the  American  mind  peculiarly  appropriate 
to  Chelsea  Hospital :  '  Cringing  to  the  great,  obse- 
quious to  the  high,  the  dwarfed  souls  of  Englishmen 
have  no  wide  extending  sympathy  for  the  humble,  no 
soothing  pity  for  the  lowly,'  &c.  It  would  probably 
astonish  some  of  the  readers  who  have  been  gulled  by 
his  book,  could  they  but  know  that  the  sum  paid  by 
Great  Britain  for  the  support  and  pension  of  her  vete- 


rans  by  sea  and  land  costs  annually  nearly  enough  to 
buy,  equip,  and  pay  the  whole  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,* 

The  next  'sixpenny  mkaole'  he  Yisit^  is  Chats- 
worth,  which  calls  forth  the  following  vigorous  attack 
Oil  sundry  gentlemen,  clothed  in  the  authors  pecu- 
liarly livdif  and  racy  language :  *  The  showy  mag- 
nificence of  Chatsworth,  Blenheim,  and  the  gloomy 
grandeur  of  Warwick  and  Alnwick  Castles,  serve  to 
remind  us,  like  the  glittering  shell  of  the  tortoise, 
what  worthless  and  insignificant  animals  often  inhabit 
ie  moat  splendid  mansions/  He  follows  up  this 
'^general  castigation  of  the  owners  of  the  above  pro- 
perties with  the  infliction  of  a  special  oowhiding  upon 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who,  he  says,  '  would,  no 
doubtj  be  very  reluctant  frankly  to  confess  to  the 
world,  that  although  he  had  the  vanity  to  affect  libe- 


f  *  Did  Mr*  Ward  ever  read  any  account  in  the  gazettes  of 
his  own  country,  of  the  poor  soldiers  going  to  Wafihiogton  to 
procure  land  warranta,  and  after  being  detained  there  till 
they  were  reduced  lo  beggary,  receiYing  no  attention  p  Let 
me  commeod  the  following  letter,  tdcen  from  the  press  of 
hie  own  coiiaLry,  dated  July  6,  1853,  and  addresBed  to  the 
Preeident  v — 

*  Deab  Sir,  —  In  the  hmnhlesi  tone  dt>  I  implore  ^our 

harityfor  ikree  cmis,  to  enable  me  to  proeure  something  to 

at.    Pray  be  so  Icind,  and  receive  the  grateful  thanlta  of 

your  humble  supplicant  ,  »  .  ,  .  of  Skneaudoah  County,  Va/ 
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rality,  he  was  too  penurious  to  bear  the  expense  of  it 
Like  the  ostrich,  he  sticks  his  head  in  the  sand,  and 
imagines  himself  in  the  profoundest  concealmenL* 
He  then  hegs  the  reader  to  understand^  that  he  i 
not  mean  to  intimate  '  that  any  portion  of  the  large 
amounts  collected  at  the  doors  of  Chataworth  actually 
goes  into  the  pocket  of  His  Grace,  hut  they  are, 
nevertheless,  remarkahly  convenient  in  defraying  the 

expense  of  a  large  household  of  servants 

The  idea  of  a  private  gentleman  of  wealth  and  rank 
deriving  a  profit  from  the  exhihidon  of  his  grounds, 
must  he  equally  revolting  to  all  classes/  Th^e  tmdi- 
fill  ohservations  are  followed  hy  a  description  of  the 
gardens ;  and  the  whole  is  wound  up  in  the  following 
chivalrom  and  genuiru  American  reflection  :  '  Does  il 
not  appear  extraordinary  that  a  man  dwelling  in  a 
spot  of  such  fairy  loveliness  should  retain  and  indulge 
the  most  grovelling  instincts  of  human  nature's  lowest 
grade/  What  a  delightful  treat  these  passages  must 
he  to  the  rowdy  Americans,  and  how  the  Duke  must 
writhe  under — what  the  ChrUtian  Advocate  lauds  as 
— the  skinning  operation  of  the  renowned  American 
champion.^ 

*  The  read^  will  be  astoniiihed  to  know  that  these  remarki 
are  from  the  pen  of  a  Kentucky  man ;  in  which  State  there  ii 
A  \BTge  hole  in  the  ground,  made  by  FroTidence,  and  called 


The  Press-bespattered  autlior  then  proceeds  to  make 
some  observations  on  various  subjects,  in  a  similar 
_vein  of  chaste  language,  lighting  at  last  upon  the 
System  of  the  sale  of  army  eommissions.  His  vigour 
is  so  great  upon  this  point,  that  had  he  only  been  in 
the  House  of  Commons  when  the  Hubject  was  under 
consideration,  his  eloc[uence  most  have  hurled  the 

*  hireling  ministers*  headJong  from  the  government, 
I  can  fancy  them  sitting  pale  and  trembling  as  the 
giant  orator  thus  addressed  the  House :  *  She  specu- 
lates in  glory  as  a  petty  hneksterer  does  in  rancid 
cheese  J  but  the  many  who  hate,  and  the  few  who 
despise  England,  cannot  exult  over  her  baseness  in 
selling  commissions  in  her  own  army.  There  is  a 
degree  of  degradation  which  changes  scorn  into  pity, 
and  makes  us  sincerely  8}Tnpathize  with  those  whom 
we  most  heartily  despise."  The  annexed  extract  from 
his  observations  on  English  writers  on  America  is  an 
equally  elegant  s-^ecimen  of  genuine  American  feeling, 

*  When  the  ability  to  calumniate  is  the  only  power 
which   has    survived   the   gradual   encroachment  of 


'The  Mammotli  Cave;'  it  is  situated  on  private  property, 
and,  for  the  priv^ileji^e  of  lionizinfj  it,  you  pay  io«.  So  carefidlj 
is  it  watched,  that  no  one  ia  even  aUowed  to  make  a  plan  of  it, 
lest  some  entrance  should  be  foimd  available  on  the  adjoining 
property. 


bowels  upon  inleUeet  in  Grefti  Britain,  it  would  be  a 
pity  to  rob  the  Unglish  even  of  this  miaerable  erideiiea 
of  mind  ....  «lie  gloats  oter  as  with  tliat  sort  of 
appetizing  tendemess  whicb  might  be  suppocded  to 
hare  animated  a  sow  that  had  eaten  her  nine  farrow** 
Tbe  subjoined  sentbnent,  if  it  rested  with  the  author 
to  veriiy,  would  doubdeas  be  trne;  and  I  sappooeit 
is  the  paragraph  whioh  eamod  for  his  work  the  laoda- 
tioos  of  The  Christian  Advocate,  '  Mutnal  enmitr  ia 
the  only  feeling  which  can  erer  exist  between  the  two 
nations.  .  *  .  .  She  gave  ns  no  assistanoe  in  our 
rise She  most  expect  none  &om  as  in  her  de- 
cline.' How  frightful  is  the  contemplation  of  this 
omnipotent  and  Christian  threat;  it  is  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  my  conntrymen  whether  they  had  ] 
better  try  and  bribe  the  great  Matt.  Ward  to  nse 
influence  in  obtaining  them  recognition  as  American 
territory.  The  honour  of  being  admitted  as  a  soto- 
reign  state  is  too  great  to  be  hoped  for.  lie  has 
already  discovered  signs  of  our  decay^  and  i 
informs  the  reader  that '  The  weaker  riral  erer  i 
the  bitterest  hate/  This  information  is  followed  by 
extracts  from  yarious  English  writers  eommentii^ 
upon  America,  at  one  of  whom  he  gets  so  indignant, 
that  he  suggests  as  an  appropriate  American  transla- 
tion of  the  F*ItS.,  which  is  added  to  the  authors 
name,  '  First  Royal  Scavenger/ 
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He  then  gets  into  a  fever  about  the  remarks  made 
by  travellers  upOD  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  filthy 
practice  of  indiscriminate  spitting.  He  becomes  quite 
furious  because  he  has  never  fonnd  any  work  in  which 
'  an  upstart  islander  hag  ever  preached  a  crusade 
against  the  Turks  because  they  did  not  introduce 
knives  and  forks  at  their  tables/  &c.  Even  Scripture 
— and  this,  be  it  remembered,  by  the  sanction  of  The 
Christian  Advocate  —  is  blasphemously  quoted  to 
extenuate  the  practice  of  American  expectoration, 
*  Wbat  after  all  is  there  so  unbearably  revolting  about 
spitting  ?  Our  Saviour  in  one  of  his  early  miracles 
'  spat  upon  the  ground  and  made  clay  of  the  spittle, 
and  anointed  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man  with  the 
clay.  And  he  said  unto  him.  Go  wash  in  the  pool  of 
Silo  am.  He  went  his  way  therefore  and  washed,  and 
came  seeing/  I  have  with  a  crowd  of  pilgrims  gone 
down  to  drink  from  this  very  pool,  for  the  water  had 
borrowed  new  virtue  from  the  miracle/  He  then 
states  his  strong  inclination  to  learn  to  chew  tobacco 
in  order  to  show  his  contempt  for  the  opinions  of 
travellers.  What  a  beautiful  picture  to  contemplate — 
a  popular  author  with  a  quid  of  Virginia  before  him ; 
Nausea  drawing  it  hack  with  one  hand,  and  Vengeance 
bringing  it  forward  with  the  other*  Suddenly  a  bright 
idea  strikes  liim;  others  may  do  what  he  dare  not; 
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80  he  makes  the  following  fitining  appeal  to  his 
countrymen :    *  Let  us  spit  out  courageously  before 

the  whole  world  ....  let  us  spit  fearlessly,  and 
profusely.  Spitting  on  ordinary  occasions  may  be 
regarded  by  a  portion  of  my  countrymen  as  a  luxury : 
it  becomes  a  duty  in  the  presence  of  an  Englishman. 
Let  us  spit  around  him — above  him — beneath  him — 
everywhere  but  on  him,  that  he  may  become  perfectly 
familiar  witli  the  habit  in  all  its  phases,  I  would 
make  it  the  first  law  of  hospitality  to  an  Englishman, 
that  every  tobacco-twist  should  be  called  into  requisi- 
tion, and  every  spittoon  be  flooded,  in  order  tho- 
roughly to  initiate  him  into  the  mysteries  of  chewing. 
Leave  no  room  for  imagination  to  work.  Only  spit 
him  once  into  a  state  of  friendly  familiarity  with  the 
barbarous  custom/  &c.  What  a  splendid  conception 
the  population  of  a  whole  continent  organized  under 
the  expectorating  banner  of  the  illustrious  Matt. 
Ward  :  field-days  twice  a  week ;  ammunition  supplied 
gratis;  liberal  prizes  to  the  best  marksmen.  The 
imagination  is  perfectly  bewildered  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  80  majestic  an  aggregate  outburst  of  the  great 
American  mouth.  I  would  only  suggest  that  they 
should  gather  round  the  margin  of  Lake  Superior, 
lest  in  their  hospitable  entertainment  of  the  *  upstart 
islanders'  they  destroyed  the  vegetation  of  the  whole 
continent 
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Another  chapter  informs  hig  countryiaeii  that  the 
four  Luodied  imd  thirty  nobles  in  England  speak  and 
act  for  the  nation ;  his  knowledge  of  history,  or  his 
love  of  tnithj  ignoring  that  little  community  called 
the  Honse  of  Commons.  Bankers  and  wealthy  men 
come  under  the  ban  of  his  condemnation,  as  having 
no  time  for  '  enlightened  amusements  ;*  he  then,  with 
that  truthfulness  which  mEdies  him  so  safe  a  guide  to 
his  readers,  adds  that  ^  they  were  never  known  to 
manifest  a  friendship,  except  for  the  warehouse  cat ; 
they  have  no  time  to  talk,  and  never  write  except  on 
business ;  all  hours  are  office-hours  to  them^  except 
those  they  devote  to  dinner  and  sleep ;  they  know 
nothing,  they  love  nothing,  and  hope  for  nothing 
beyond  the  four  walls  of  tlieir  counting-room  ;  nobody 
knows  them,  nobody  loves  them ;  they  are  too  mean 
to  make  friends,  and  too  silent  to  make  acquaintances/ 
&c.  What  very  interesting  information  tliis  must  be 
for  Messrs.  Baring  and  their  co- fraternity. 

In  another  part  of  this  volume,  the  author  becomes 
suddenly  impressed  with  deep  reverence  for  the  holy 
localities  of  the  East,  and  he  falls  foul  of  Dr,  Clarke 
for  his  scepticism  on  these  points,  winding  up  his 
remarks  in  the  following  beautiful  Kentucky  vein : — 
*  A  monster  so  atrocious  could  only  have  been  a  Goth 
or  an  Enghshman.'     How  fortunate  for  his  country- 
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man,  Br.  Bobioson,  that  he  bad  tieTer  beard  of  bk 
three  learned  tomes  on  the  same  ©objeet,  though^ 
perhaps,  seepticism  in  an  American,  in  bis  discnmj- 
nating  miod,  would  have  been  deep  erudition  correct- 
ing the  upstart  islanders.  This  deep  interest  vieeh 
he  evinces  for  holy  localities — accompanied  as  it  is  by 
an  expression  of  horror  at  some  English  timTeller, 
who,  be  asserts,  thonght  that  Da^d  picked  up  lus 
pebbles  in  a  brook  between  Jordan  and  the  Dead  Se^ 
whereas  he  knew  it  was  in  an  opposite  direction — 
doubtless  earned  for  him  the  patronage  of  The  Ckris' 
Han  Advocate;  and  the  pious  indignadon  be  ex- 
pressed at  an  Englishman  telling  him  he  would 
good  dinner  at  ifount  Carmel^  is  a  beautiitil  i 
lion  of  bis  religions  feelings. 

The  curious  part  of  this  portion  of  Mr.  Ward  s  book 
is,  that  baying  previously  informed  his  countiry]nen« 
in  every  variety  of  American  phraseology,  that  the 
English  are  composed  of  every  abominable  compound 
which  can  exist  in  human  nature^  he  selects  them  as 
his  companions,  and  courts  their  Mendship  to  enjoy 
the  pleasure  of  betraying  it.  Of  courBe»  if  one  is  to 
judge  by  former  statements  made  in  the  volnma^ 
which  are  so  palpably  and  ridiculously  false,  one  may 
reasonably  conclude  that  truth  is  equally  disregarded 
here ;  but  it  looks  to  me  rather  as  if  my  countrymen 
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had  discovered  his  cloven  hoof,  as  well  as  his  over* 
weening  vanity  and  pretensions,  and,  wlieu  he  got 
pompoQfily  classical^  in  his  trip  through  Greece,  they 
amused  themselves  at  his  expense  by  suggesting  that 
the  Acropolis  '  was  a  capital  place  for  lunch ;  Par- 
nassus, '  a  regular  sell ;  ThermopyleBj  '  great  for 
water-cresses/  Passing  on  from  Ms  companions — 
one  of  whom  was  a  Fellow  of  Oxford,  and  the  other  a 
captain  in  Her  Majesty  s  senice — he  becomes  grandly 
Byronic,  and  consequently  quite  frantic  at  the  idea  of 
Mr»  A.  Tennyson  supplanting  him  !  '  Byroa  and  Ten- 
nyson ! — what  an  unholy  alliance  of  names  ! — what 
sinful  juxtaposition  !  He  who  could  seriously  com- 
pare the  insipid  effusions  of  Mr.  Tennyson  with  the 
mighty  genius  of  Byron,  might  commit  the  sacrilege  of 
likening  the  tricks  of  Professor  Anderson  to  the 
miracles  of  our  Saviour,' 

Having  delivered  himself  of  this  pious  burst,  he 
proceeds  to  a  castigation  of  the  English  for  their  ob- 
servations on  the  nasal  twang  of  his  countrymen,  and 
also  for  their  criticism  upon  the  sense  in  which  sundry 
adjectives  are  used  ;  and,  to  show  the  superior  purity 
of  the  American  language,  he  informs  the  reader  that 
in  England  *  the  most  elegant  and  refined  talk  con- 
stantly of  '  fried  "am* they  seem  very  re- 
luctant to  ftacknowle Jge  this.peculiarly  ^exceptionable 


'abit,  and  Ainsii^t  that  hit  his  confined  to  the  low  and 
Aignorant  of  the  country/  He  then  gets  iztdignfiiit 
that  we  call  *  stone' '  stun/  and  measure  the  grayitj  of 
flesh  and  blood  thereby-  '  To  unsophisticated  earB, 
21  stone  6  pounds  sounds  infinitely  less  than  thiBe 
hundred  pounds,  which  weight  is  a  fair  average  of  the 
avoirdupois  density  of  the  Sir  Tonbelly  Clumsiea  of 
the  middle  and  upper  classes/ 

From  this  elegant  sentence  he  passes  on  to  the  evils 
of  idleness,  in  treating  of  which  he  supplies  The  Chris* 
tian  Advocate  with  the  true  cause  of  original  sin. 
*  Does  any  one  imagine  that  the  forbidden  fruit  would 
ever  have  been  tasted  if  Adam  had  been  daily  occu- 
pied in  tilling  the  earth,  and  Eve,  like  a  good  house- 
wife, in  darning  fig-leaf  aprons  for  herself  and  her 
husband  ?  Never  !*  The  observation  would  lead  one  to 
imagine  that  the  Bible  was  a  scarce  article  in  Kentucky. 
He  passes  on  from  Adam,  to  the  banker  and  merchani 
of  the  present  day,  and  informs  the  reader  that  they 
command  a  high  respect  in  society,  but  it  would  be 
deemed  a  shocking  misapplication  of  terms  to  speak 
of  any  of  them  as  gentlemen.  After  which  truthful 
statement,  he  enters  into  a  long  de&nition  of  a  gen- 
tleman, as  though  he  thought  his  countrymen  totally 
ignorant  on  that  point :  he  gets  quite  chiralrons  in  his 
description :  '  He  ought  to  touch  his  hat  to  his  op- 
ponent with  whom  he  was  about  to  engage  in  mortal 


«-l 


KENTUCKY   POLITENESS. 


183 


combat/*  After  which  remark  he  commiimcales  two 
pieces  of  inform ation^^ — the  one  as  tiiie  as  the  other  is 
modest ;  '  Politeness  is  deemed  lessening  to  the  posi- 
tion of  a  gentleman  in  England ;  in  America  it  is 
thought,  his  proudest  boast/  Of  course  he  only 
alludes  to  manner ;  his  writings  prove  at  every  page 
that  gemtme  American  feeling  dispenses  with  it  in 
language.  His  politeness,  I  suppose,  may  he  de- 
scribed in  the  w^ords  Junius  applied  to  friendship  : — 
*  The  insidious  smile  upon  the  cheek  should  warn  you 
of  the  canker  in  the  heart/  By  way  of  encouraging 
cinlity,  he  informs  the  reader  that  an  Englishman 
'never  appears  so  disgusting  as  when  he  attempts  to 

be  especially  kind ; in  affecting  to  oblige, 

he  becomes  insulting/  He  confessos^  however:  'I 
have  known  others  in  America  whom  you  would  never 
suspect  of  being  Englishmen— they  were  such  good 
fellows ;  but  they  bad  been  early  transplanted  from 
England.  If  the  sound  oranges  be  removed  from  a 
barrel  in  which  decay  has  commenced,  they  may  be 
saved ;  but  if  sufiered  to  remain,  they  are  all  soon 
reduced  to  the  same  disgusting  state/ 

His  discriminating  powers  next  penetrate  some  of 
the  deep  mysteries  of  animal  nature :  be  discovers  that 


•  I  muat  bog  the  reader  to  remember  this  last  aeatenco 
when  he  comes  to  the  intervicvr  between  the  Kentucky 
author  and  \m  old  friend,  the  achoolmaater. 
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the  peculiandes  of  the  bollock  and  the  sheep  have  been 
gndnallT  absoibed  into  the  national  character,  as  hat 
as  eonTersadon  is  concerned.  '  They  hare  not  become 
vooIIt,  nor  do  they  vear  horns,  bat  the  nobility  are 
eternally  bellowing  forth  the  astounding  deeds  of  their 
ancestors,  whilst  the  mattonish  middle  classes  bleat 
a  timorous  approraL  .  .  .  Such  sabjects  oonsd- 
tate  their  fiond  of  amnsing  small  talk,'  &e.  From 
the  foregoing  elegant  description  of  oonYersation  he 
passes  onwards  to  the  sabject  of  gendhty,  and  de- 
scribes a  yonng  hononrable,  on  board  a  steamer,  who 
refiised  to  shut  a  window  when  sskei  by  a  sick  and 
snfiering  lady,  telling  the  husband,  'He  conld  not 
consent  to  be  sofTocated  though  his  wife  was  sick.' 
And  having  cooked  up  the  story,  he  gives  the  follow- 
ing charming  reason  for  his  conduct :  '  He  dreaded  the 
possibility  of  compromising  his  own  posidon  and  that 
of  his  noble  family  at  home  by  obliging  an  ordinary 
person.'  He  afterwards  touches  upon  English  visitors 
to  Amenca,  who,  he  says,  '  generally  come  among 
us  in  the  undisguised  nakedness  of  their  vulgarity. 
Wholly  freed  from  the  restraints  imposed  upon  them 
at  home  by  the  different  grades  in  society,  they  indo- 
lendy  luxuriate  in  the  inherent  brutality  of  their 
nature.  They  constantly  violate  not  only  all  rules  of 
decorum,  but  the  laws  of  decency  itself.  .  .  .  They 
abuse  our  hospitality,  insult  our  peculiar  insdtudons. 
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set  at  defiance  all  the  refinements  of  life,  and  return 
liome,  lamenting  the  social  anarchy  of  America,  and 
retailing  tlieir  own  indecent  conduct  as  tlie  ordinary 

f      customs  of  the  country The  pranks  which,  in  a 

L  backwoods  American,  would  be  stigmatized  as  shocking 
^■bscenity,  become,  when  perpetrated  by  a  rich  Eng- 
Hshman,  charming  evidence  of  sportive  humour,"  &c. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  volume  is  dedicated 
to  Chiircb  mattei"s ;  for  which  subject  the  meek  and 
lowly  style  which  characterizes  his  writing  pre-emi- 
nently qualifies  him,  and  lo  which,  doubtless,  he  is 
indebted  for  the  patronage  of  The  Christian  Advocate. 
I  shall  only  indulge  the  reader  with  the  following 
beautiful  description  of  the  Established  Church-  'It 
is  a  bloated  unsightly  mass  of  formalities,  hypocrisy, 
bigotry,  and  sellisfmess,  without  a  single  charitable 
impulse  or  pioua  aspiration/  After  this  touching 
display  of  genuine  Armrican  feeling,  he  draws  the 
picture  of  a  clerg}^man  in  language  so  opposite,  thafc 
one  is  reminded  of  a  certain  mysterious  personage, 
usually  represented  with  cloven  feet,  and  who  is  said 
I  to  be  very  apt  at  (poting  Scripture. 
^H  Heraldry  and  ancestry  succeed  the  Church  in  gain- 
^Htig  a  notice  from  bis  pen  ;  and  his  researches  have 
'  gone  so  deep,  that  one  is  led  to  imagine^ — ^despite  his 
declarations  of  contempt — that  he  looks  forward  to 
ecoming  some  day  The  Most  Noble  the  Duke  of 
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Arkansas  and  Mississippi,  with  a  second  title  of  Vis- 
coont  de'  Tacky  and  Ohio;*  the  'de'  snggestiye  of 
his  descent  fix>m  The  Three  Continents.  One  of 
the  most  lemaikahle  discoTeries  he  has  made,  is,  diat 
'  the  soap-makers  and  the  hrewers  are  the  compound- 
ers of  the  great  staple  commodities  of  consumption 
in  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  surpass  eyen  Chazies 
himself  in  the  number  of  their  additions  to  the  Peer- 
age.' This  Taluable  hint  should  not  be  lost  upon 
those  employed  in  these  useful  occupations,  as  hope 
is  calculated  to  stimulate  zeal  and  ambition. 

The  last  quotations  I  propose  making  from  this 
rigorous  volume  are  taken  from  the  seventh  chapter, 
headed,  '  English  Devotion  to  Dinner.'  On  tMs 
subject  the  author  seems  to  have  had  his  keen  dis- 
criminating  powers  peculiarly  sharpened;  and  the 
observations  made  are  in  his  most  lively  and  raey 
style,  and — according  to  the  Press — perfectly  cour- 
teous. The  Englishman  'is  never  free  till  armed 
with  a  knife  and  fork ;  indeed,  he  is  never  completely 
himself  without  them^   ....   which   may  be  as 

*  Kentucky  is  the  State  of  liis  birth  and  family,  Arkansas 
the  State  of  his  adoption,  and  the  three  continents  the  fruit  of 
his  pen. 

^  The  reader  will  find  that,  in  his  interview  with  the 
achoohnaster,  his  brother  was  '  completely  himself,'  with  a 
bowie-knife  only. 
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properly  considered  integral  portions  of  an  English- 
man, aa  claws  are  of  a  cat;  .  ,  .  *  they  are  not 
original  even  in  their  glottony  ;  .  .  ,  ,  they  owe  to 
a  foreign  nation  the  mean  privilege  of  bestial  indul- 
gence ;  .  .  .  .  they  make  a  run  into  Scotland  for  the 
sake  of  oatmeal  cakes,  and  sojourn  amongst  the  wild 
beauties  of  Switzerland  in  order  to  he  convenient  to 
goats'  milk.  .  .  .  Tike  other  coxnivorous  animals, 
an  Englishman  is  always  surly  over  his  meals. 
Morose  at  all  times ^  he  becomes  unbearably  so  at 

at  interesting  period  of  the  day,  when  his  soul 
appears  to  cower  among  plates  and  dishes;  .... 
though  he  gorges  his  food  with  the  silent  deliberation 
of  the  anaconda,  yet,  in  descanting  upon  the  deli- 
cacies of  the  last  capital  dinner,  he  makes  an  approach 
to  animation  altogether  unusual  to  him  ;  »  .  .  .  when, 
upon  such  auspicious  occasions,  he  does  go  off  into 

mething  like  gaiety,  there  is  such  fearful  quivering 
of  vast  jelly  mounds  of  flesh,  something  so  super- 
naturally  tremendous  in  his  efforts,  that,  like  the  re- 
coil of  an  overloaded  musket,  be  never  fails  to  astound 
those  who  happen  to  be  near  him/  But  his  keen  obser- 
vation has  discovered  a  practice  before  dinner,  which, 
being  introduced  into  the  centre  of  various  censures, 
may  also  be  fairly  supposed  to  be  considered  by  him 
and  his  friends  of  the  Press  as  most  objectionable, 


and  as  fonning  one  t»f  the  aggregate  Items  which  eon* 
stitute  the  English  beast.  *  For  dinner,  he  bathes, 
mbs,  and  dresses/  How  filthy!  Yet  be  not  too 
hard  upon  him,  reader,  for  this  observation ;  I  have 
travelled  in  bis  neighbourhood,  on  the  Missisaippi 
steamers,  and  I  can  therefore  well  understand  bow 
the  novelty  of  the  operation  must  have  stmck  him 
with  astonishment,  and  how  repugnant  the  practice 
must  have  been  to  his  habits. 

Among  other  important  facts  c<>nnected  with  this 
great  question,  his  discriminating  mind  has  ascertained 
that  an  Englishman  'makes  it  a  rule  to  enjoy  a 
dinner  at  his  own  expense  as  little  as  poeeible.' 
Armed  with  this  important  discovery,  he  lets  drive 
the  fallowing  American  shell,  thus  shivering  to  atoms 
the  whole  framework  of  our  society.  The  whole  nation 
may  tremble  as  it  reads  these  withering  words  of 
Kentucky  eloquence ; — *  When  it  is  remembered  that 
of  all  the  vices,  avarice  is  most  apt  to  oorrupt  the 
heart,  and  gluttony  has  the  greatest  tendency  to 
brutalize  the  mind,  it  no  longer  continues  surprising 
that  an  Englishman  has  become  a  proverb  of  mean- 
ness from  Paris  to  Jerusalem.  The  hatred  and  con- 
tempt of  all  classes  of  society  as  necessarily  attend 
him  in  his  wanderings  as  his  own  shadow.  .  .  . 
Equally   repulsive    to    every    grade   of   society,   he 


stands  isolated  and  alone,  a  solitary  monument  of 
the  degradation  of  which  human  nature  is  capable.' 

Feeling  that  ordinary  language  is  inBufficient  to 
convey  his  courteous  and  chwalrous  sentiments,  he 
ransacks  natnral  history  in  search  of  a  suhlime 
metaphor :  his  triumphant  success  he  records  in  this 
beautifully  expressed  sentence — *  The  dilating  power 
of  the  anaconda  and  the  gizzard  of  the  cassowary  are 
the  highest  objects  of  his  ambition/  But  neither 
ordinary  language  nor  metaphor  can  satisfy  his 
lofty  aspirations :  it  requires  something  higher,  it 
requires  an  embodiment  of  genuine  American  feeling, 
vigorous  yet  courteous ;  his  giant  intellect  rises  equal 
to  the  task.  He  warns  my  countrymen  '  to  use  ex- 
pletives even  with  the  danger  of  being  diffuse,  rather 
than  be  so  blunt  and  so  vulgar;'  and  then  by  way — 
I  suppose — of  showing  them  how  to  be  sarcastic 
without  being  either  blunt  or  vulgar,  he  delivers  him- 
self of  the  following  magnificent  bursts — *  If  guts 
could  perform  the  function  of  brains,  Greece's  seven 
wise  men  would  cease  to  he  proverbial,  for  England 
would  present  to  the  world  twenty-seven  millions  of 

sages To  eat.  to  drink,  to  look  greasy,  and 

to  grow  fat,  appears  to  constitute,  in  their  opinion,  the 

career  of  a  worthy  British  subject The  lover 

never  asks  liis  fair  one  if  she   admires  Donizetti's 


composidoDs,  but  tenderly  inquires  if  she  loves  beef- 
steak pies.  This  sordid  vice  of  greediness  is  rapidty 
brutalizing  natures  nut  originally  spiritual;  every 
other  passion  is  sinking*  oppressed  by  flabby  folds  of 
fat,  into  helplessness.  All  the  mental  energies  are 
crushed  beneath  the  oily  mass.  Sensibility  is 
smothered  in  the  feculent  steams  of  roast  beef,  and 
delicacy  stained  by  the  waste  drippings  of  porter. 
The  brain  is  slowly  softening  into  blubber,  and  the 
liver  is  gradually  encroaching  upon  the  heart.  All 
the  nobler  impulses  of  man  are  yielding  to  those 
animal  propensities  which  must  soon  render  English- 
men beasts  in  all  save  form  alone/ 

I  have  now  finished  my  Elegant  Extracts  from  the 
work  of  Mr.  Ward.  The  reader  can  judge  for  himself 
of  Bostons  'vi^aram  volume^'  of  Philadelphia's  'de- 
lightful treaty*  of  Rochester's  *  chivalrous  and  genuine 
American  feelitig,*  of  The  Christian  Advocate  s  *  retort 
eourteom,'  and  of  New  Orleans'  *  aggregate  outburst  of 
the  great  American  hearty*  kc.  These  compliments 
from  the  Press  derive  additional  value  from  the  fol- 
lowing passage  in  the  work  Uiey  eulogize.  Pages  96^ 
97,  Mr,  Ward  writes :  '  It  is  the  labour  of  every 
author  so  to  adapt  his  style  and  sentiments  to  the 
tastes  of  his  readers,  as  most  probably  to  secure  their 
approbation The  consciousness  that  his  success 
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is  80  Twholly  dependent  on  their  approval,  will 
make  him,  without  Ida  being  aware  of  it,  adapt  his 
ideas  to  theirs.'  And  the  New  Orleans  Press  endorses 
all  the  author's  sentiments,  and  insults  American 
gentlemen  and  American  intelligence,  by  asserting 
that  it  *  admirablif  reveals  the  sentiments  of  the  whole 
people,  and  will  find  Bijmpatky  in  the  mirid  of  every 
true  m7i  of  the  soiV 

Before  taking  a  final  leave  of  English  Items,  I 
e  some  apology  to  the  reader  for  the  length  at 
wliicli  I  have  qooted  from  it.  My  only  excuse  is, 
that  I  desired  to  show  the  grounds  upon  which  I  spoke 
disparagingly  of  a  portion  of  the  Preas,  and  of  the 
low  popular  literatare  of  the  country.  I  might  have 
quoted  from  various  works,  instead  of  one,  hut  if  I 
had  done  so,  it  might  fairly  have  been  said  that  I 
selected  an  isolated  passage  for  a  particular  purpose ; 
or  else,  had  I  quoted  largely,  I  might  have  been  justly 
charged  with  heing  tedious.  Besides  which,  to  corro- 
borate my  assertions  regarding  the  Press,  I  should 
have  been  hound  to  give  their  opinion  also  upon  each 
book  I  quoted  from  ;  and,  beyond  all  these  reasons,  I 
It  that  the  generality  of  the  works  of  low  Hterature 
which  I  came  across  were  from  the  pen  of  people 
with  far  less  education  than  the  author  I  selected, 
who,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  belongs  to  one  of  the 


wealthiest  f&milies  io  Keotucky,  aiid  for  whom,  con- 
sequently,  neither  tlrie  want  of  edncatioDy  nor  the 
want  of  opportunities  of  mixing  in  respectable  society 
— bad  be  wished  to  do  so — can  be  offered  as  the 
slightest  extenuation. 

I  feel  also  that  I  awe  some  apology  to  iny  American 
friends  for  dragging  such  a  work  before  the  public, 
but  I  trust  they  will  find  sufficient  excuse  for  my  doing 
80j  in  ^e  explanation  thus  afforded,  of  the  way  the 
mind  of  Young  America  gets  poisoned,  and  which  will 
also  partly  account  for  the  abuse  of  this  country 
that  is  continually  appearing  in  their  Press.  I  feel 
sore  there  is  hardly  a  gentleman  in  Americaj  whose 
acquaintance  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making,  who  would 
read  even  the  first  twenty  pages  of  the  book;  and  I  am 
in  justice  bound  to  say,  that,  among  all  the  works  of 
a  similar  class  which  I  saw,  EngUih  Items  enjoys 
unapproachable  pre-eminence  in  misrepresentation  and 
Yulgarity,  besides  being  peculiarly  contemptible,  from 
the  false  being  mixed  up  with  many  true  statements 
of  Tarious  evils  and  iniquities  still  existing  in  £ng- 
land^  and  which,  being  quoted  from  our  own  Press, 
are  calculated  to  give  the  currency  of  truth  to  the 
whole  work  J  among  that  mass  of  his  countrymen  who, 
with  all  their  intelligence,  are  utterly  ignorant  of 
England,  either  socially  or  politically. 


The  Bubseqoeot  career  of  tliis  censor  of  English 
manners  and  morals  is  too  remarkable  to  be  passed 
over  in  silence  I  therefore  now  proceed  to  give  you 
a  short  epitome  of  it,  as  a  specimen  of  morals  and 
manners  in  Kentucky,  as  exbibited  by  him,  and  his 
trial.  My  information  is  taken  from  the  details  of  the 
trial  published  at  full  length,  a  copy  of  which  I 
obtained  in  consequence  of  the  extraorilinary  accounts 
of  the  transaction  which  I  read  in  the  papers. — Pro- 
fessor Butler  had  formerly  been  tutor  in  the  family  of 
the  Wards,  and  was  equally  esteemed  by  them  and 
the  public  of  Louisville  generally.  At  the  time  of 
the  following  occurrence  the  Professor  was  Principal 
of  the  High  School  in  that  city» 

One  of  the  boys  at  the  school  was  William — 
brother  of  Mr.  Matt.  F*  Ward:  it  appears  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Professor  the  boy  had  been  guilty 
of  eating  nuts  in  the  school  and  denying  it^  for  which 
offence  he  was  called  out  and  whipped,  as  the  master 
told  him,  for  telling  a  lie.  Whetlier  the  charge  or  the 
punishment  was  just  is  not  a  point  of  any  moment, 
though  I  must  say  the  testimony  goes  far  to  justily 
both.  William  goes  home,  complains  to  his  brother 
Matt.  F.,  not  so  much  of  the  severity  of  the 
punishment,  as  of  being  called  a  liar.  The  elder 
brother  becomes  highly  indignant,  and  determines  to 
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go  to  the  Professor  and  demand  an  apology.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  father  was  all  this  tune  in 
Loaisrille,  and  of  conrse  the  natural  person  to  hare 
made  any  remonstrance  with  his  old  friend  the  Pro- 
fessor. Matt.  F.'s  family  remind  him  that  he  is  yery 
weakly^  and  that  one  of  the  masters  at  the  school  is 
an  enemy  of  his.  They  therefore  beg  of  him  to  he 
calm,  and  to  take  his  intermediate  brother  Robert 
with  him,  in  case  of  accidents.  He  consents.  He 
th^i  goes  to  the  gun-store  of  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Gil- 
morej  and  purchases  of  the  latter,  ahont  9  a.m.,  twu 
small  pocket-pistols,  three  inches  long  in  the  barrel. 
These  he  gets  Mr.  Gilmore  to  load,  but  purchases 
no  further  ammunition.  After  this  he  proceeds  with 
his  brother  Robert,  who  is  armed  with  a  bowie-knife, 
to  the  school.  Not  wishing  to  be  unjust  to  Mr, 
Halt  F.  Ward,  I  give  the  statement  of  the  subse- 
quent occurrence  in  the  words  of  his  brother  Robert  s 
evidence  in  court* 

'  On  entering  the  school-room,^  Matt,  asked  for 
Butler.  He  came.  Matt  remarked,  I  wish  to 
have  a  talk  with  yon.     Butler  said,  Come  into  my 


*  Of  coarse  the  evidence  of   the  brother  ib    the 
fatourahle  to  Mr.  M.  F.  W.  that  the  triJil  produces. 

^  It  appears  in  erldence  that  the  scene  described  took  plaae 
about  half-past  t^o,  a.m. 


MATT,  ward's  revenge. 
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Matt,  said,  No  :    he 


the  pla 


pnvale  room 

Mr,  Butler  nodded.  Matt,  said.  What  are  your 
ideas  of  justice?  Which  is  the  worst,  the  boy  who 
begs  chestnuts,  aud  tlu-ows  the  shells  on  the  floor 
and  lies  about  it,  or  my  brother  who  gives  them  to 
him  ?  !Mr.  Butler  said,  he  would  not  be  interrogated, 
putting  bis  pencil  in  his  pocket  and  buttoning  up  his 
coat.  Matt,  repeated  the  question.  Butler  said, 
There  is  no  such  boy  here*  Matt,  said.  That  settles 
the  matter:  you  called  my  brother  a  liar,  and  for  that 
I  must  have  an  apology.  Butler  said,  be  bad  no 
pology  to  make.  Is  your  mind  made  up  ?  said 
Matt.      Butler    said    it   was.      Then,    said    Matt., 

i      you  must  bear  my  opinion  of  you.    You  are  a  d d 

sooundrel  and  a  coward.     Butler  then  struck  Matt. 

I      twice,    and    pushed    him    back    against    the    door. 

^■iatt  drew  his  pistol  and  fired.      Butler  held  his 

*  hand  on  him  for  a  moment.  As  the  pistol  fired, 
Sturgus*  came  to  the  door.  I  drew  my  knife^  and 
told  him  to  stand  hack,'  Thus  was  Professor  Butler, 
Principal  of  the  High  School  of  Louisville,  shot  by 
the  author  of  English  Items,  mth  a  pistol  bought  and 
loaded  only  an  hour  and  a  half  previous,  in  broad  day- 


'  Mr,  Sturgas  is  the  maater  who  waa  supposed  to  he 
unfriendly  to  Mr.  Matthew  F.  Ward. 
^  Vide  note  (b),  page  lH6, 
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lights  and  in  the  middle  of  Ms  scholars.  The  Pro- 
fessor died  during  the  nighu 

The  details  of  the  trial  are  quite  unique  as  to  the 
IflDgiiage  employed  by  jury,  counsel,  and  evidence,  but 
I  purposely  abstain  from  making  extracts,  though  I 
eoold  easily  quote  passages  sufficiently  ridiculous  and 
amusing,  and  others  which  leave  a  painful  impression 
of  the  state  of  law  in  Kentucky.  My  reason  for  ab- 
ataimng  is  that  if  I  quoted  at  all^  I  ought  to  do  so  at 
greater  length  than  the  limits  of  a  book  of  travels 
would  justify :  suffice  it  that  I  inform  you  that  Mr. 
Matthew  F.  Ward  was  tried  and  acquitted. 

When  the  result  of  the  trial  was  made  known,  an 
indignation  meeting  was  held  in  Louisville,  presided 
over  by  General  Thomas  Strange,  at  which  various 
resolutions  were  passed  unanimously.  The  first  was 
in  the  following  terms  :— *  Besolved — ^That  the  verdict 
of  the  jury,  recently  rendered  in  the  Hardin  County 
Court,  by  which  Matt.  F,  Ward  was  declared  innocent 
of  any  crime  in  the  killing  of  William  H.  G.  Butler, 
is  in  opposition  to  all  die  evidence  in  the  case,  con- 
trary to  our  ideas  of  public  justice,  and  subversive 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  personal  security 
guaranteed  to  us  by  the  constitution  of  the  State. 

'  Secondly  ;  Resolved — That  the  published  evidence 
given  on  the  tnal  of  Matt.  F.  Ward  shows,  beyond 
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  TRIAL. 
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all  question,  that  a  most  estimable  citizen,  and  a  most 
amiable,  moral,  and  peaceable  man,  has  been  wantonly 
and  cruelly  killed  while  in  the  pedbrmance  of  his 
regular  and  responsible  duties  as  a  teacher  of  youth  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  verdict  of  a  corrupt  and 
venal  jury,  the  deliberate  jud^ent  of  the  heart  and 
conscience  of  this  community  pronounces  that  killing 
to  be  murder/  The  committee  appointed  by  the 
meeting  also  requested  Mr.  Wolfe,  one  of  the  counsel 
for  the  prisoner,  to  resign  his  seat  in  the  State 
Senate,  and  the  Honourable  Mr.  Crittenden,  another 
counsel,  to  resign  his  place  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States ;  effigies  of  the  two  brothers  Word  were 
burnt,  and  a  public  subscription  opened  to  raise  a 
monument  to  the  murdered  Professor.  I  cannot,  of 
course,  decide  h<w  far  the  conclusions  of  the  com- 
mittee arc  just,  as  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  Ken* 
tucky  law.  I  have  however  given  the  trial  to  mem- 
BFS  of  the  Bar  in  this  country  accustomed  to  deal 
^vith  such  cases,  and  they  have  without  hesitation 
asserted  that  not  one  man  in  ten  who  has  been  hung 
in  England  has  been  condemned  on  more  conclusive 
evidence.  It  is  also  apparent  that  in  some  parts  of 
the  Union  the  same  opinion  prevails,  as  the  following 
paragraph  trom  tlie  New  York  Dailij  Times  will 
clearly  show  :  --  The  trial  is  removed  from  the  scene 


of  the  homicide,  so  that  the  prisoners  shall  not  he 
tried  by  those  who  knew  them  best^  bat  is  taken  to  i 
distant  country.  The  Press  is  forbidden,  against  all 
law  and  right,  to  pnblish  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
while  the  trial  is  in  progress.  Every  particle  of  evi- 
denee  in  regard  to  Bntler's  character  is  exelnded; 
while  a  perfect  anny  of  witnesses  —  clergymen, 
colonels,  members  of  Congress^  editors,  cabinet 
officers,  &c,,  who  had  enjoyed  the  social  intimacy  of 
the  Wards — testified  ostentatiously  to  tlie  prisoner's 
mildness  of  temper,  declaring  him,  with  anxious  and 
undisguised  exaggeration,  to  be  gentle  anrl  amiable  to 
a  fanlL  All  these  preparations,  laboriously  made  and 
steadily  followed  up,  were  for  the  purpose,  not  of  de> 
termining  the  truth,  which  is  the  only  proper  object 
of  judicial  inquiry — not  of  ascertaining  accurately  and 
truly  whether  Matthew  Ward  did  or  did  not  murder 
Butler — but  to  secure  impunity  for  his  act.  This 
whole  drama  was  enacted  to  induce  the  jury  to  affirm 
a  falsehood  ;  and  it  has  succeeded*  We  do  not  be- 
lieve John  J.  Crittenden  entertains  in  his  heart  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  Butler  was  murdered ;  we  do 
not  believe  that  a  single  man  on  that  jury  believes 
that  the  man  Uiey  have  acquitted  is  innocent  of  the 
crime  laid  to  his  charge.  We  regard  the  issue  of  this 
trial  as  of  the  gravest  importance ;  it  proves  that  in 


IX.]  THE  CONCLUSION.  igC) 

one  State  of  this  Union  wealth  is  stronger  than  jus- 
tice ;  that  Kentucky's  most  distinguished  sons  take  to 
their  hearts  and  shield  with  all  their  power  a  mur- 
derer who  has  money  and  social  position  at  his  com- 
mand ;  and  that,  under  their  auspices,  legal  tribunals 
and  the  most  solemn  forms  of  justice  have  been  made 
to  confer  impunity  on  one  of  the  blackest  and  most 
wanton  murders  which  the  annals  of  crime  record.*  . 
I  add  no  comment,  leaving  the  reader  to  make  his 
own  deductions,  and  I  only  hope,  if  the  foregoing 
lines  should  ever  meet  the  eye  of  a  citizen  belonging 
to  the  sovereign  state  of  Kentucky,  they  may  stir  him 
up  to  amend  the  law  or  to  purify  the  juries. 
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CHAPTER  X. 
The  Institution  of  Slavtry, 

rpHERE  is  one  subject  which  no  person  who  pre* 
^  tends  to  convey  to  the  reader  the  honest 
t^oaghts  and  impressions  which  occupied  his  mind 
during  his  travels  in  this  vast  Republic^  can  pass 
over  in  silence ;  and  that  subject,  I  need  scarcely  ob- 
serve, is  Slavery*  It  is  fm  institution  which  deserves 
most  serious  coo  si  deration  ;  for  while  a  general  unity 
of  sentiment  binds  the  various  States  together  in  a 
manner  that  justifies  the  national  motto,  *  E  pluribus 
unum*  the  question  of  slavery  alone  hangs  fearfully 
over  their  Union ;  and  the  thread  by  which  it  is  sus- 
pended is  more  uncertain  than  the  fragile  hair  of  the 
sword  of  Damocles,  for  it  is  dependent  upon  the 
angry  passions  of  angry  man. 

So  true  do  I  feel  this  to  be,  that  were  I  a  citizen 
of  one  of  the  Free  States  of  America,  I  might  hesitate 
before  I  committed  my  opinions  to  the  Press.  I 
trust,  however,  that  I  may  so  treat  the  subject  that 
no  cause  for  ill-blood  may  be  given.     Unquestion- 
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ably,  the  origin  of  the  evil  is  wholly  with  the  mother 
country.  We  entered  into  the  diabolical  traffic  of 
our  fellow- creatures,  and  forced  the  wretched  negro 
upon  a  land  which  had  never  before  received  the 
impress  of  a  slaveys  foot,  and  this  we  did  despite  all 
the  remoEBtrances  of  the  outraged  and  indignant 
colonists;  and,  with  this  revolting  sin  upon  our  shoul- 
ders, it  is  but  natural  we  should  feel  deeply  interested 
in  the  sable  ivy- shoot  we  planted,  and  which  now 
covers  the  whole  southern  front  of  the  stately  edifice 
of  the  Giant  Republic.  Time  was  when  a  Newcastle 
collier  might  have  carried  the  sable  shoot  back  to  the 
soil  whence  it  had  been  st(3len;  now,  the  keels  of 
many  nations  combined  would  scarce  suffice  to  movB 
the  rapid  growth. 

But,  wlnle  at  England's  door  lies  the  original  guilt, 
[lerica  has  since  put  the  solemn  seal  of  her  pater- 
nity upon  it ;  every  foot  of  land  which,  in  the  rapid 

meer  of  her  aggrandisement,  has  been  sallied  with  the 
footsteps  of  the  slave  for  the  first  lime,  mars  the  beauty 
of  the  cap  of  liberty,  and  plants  a  shive- trader's  star  in 
the  banner  of  the  nation.  She  is  only  doing  a  century 
later  what  we  wickedly  did  a  century  before — ^viz., 
planting  slavery  on  a  soil  hitherto  free,  and  enlarging 
the  market  for  the  sale  of  flesh  and  blood.      The 

itile  excuse  sometimes  offered,  that  they  were  merely 


SOI 


BESPQiisiBrLrrr* 


[CH» 


moTed  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  same  coontrr, 
cannot  be  admitted ;  or,  if  it  be,  all  the  Free  States 
might  return  again  to  slavery  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple. If  it  be  no  sin  to  introduce  aJavery  into  a  free 
sOTereign  State^  then  was  England  not  so  gniltj  in 
the  fiist  instance ;  for  she  sent  slaves  from  a  land  of 
ignorance,  cruelty,  and  idolatry,  to  an  enlightened  and 
Christian  colony.  It  is  in  vain  for  either  England  or 
the  United  States  to  shirk  the  guilty  responsibility  of 
introducing  slaves  on  fi^e  soil.  England  has  the 
additional  guilt  of  acting  against  the  wishes  of  tlie 
colonists;  the  United  States  has  the  additional  gnilt 
of  increasing  slave  territory  a  centnry  later,  and  when 
the  philanthropists  of  every  country  were  hu^ed  in 
endeavours  to  solve  the  problem,  *  How  can  slavery 
be  abolished?* 

Without  dwelling  farther  upon  respective  guilt,  I 
will  at  once  proceed  to  review  the  crusades  which  have 
been  made  against  the  institution,  and  the  hopes  of 
the  slave  under  it ;  after  which,  I  will  offer  for  con- 
sademtion  such  proposals  as  i^pear  to  me  worthy  the 
attention  of  all  the  true  friends  of  the  negro,  whether 
omim  or  not  Wliile  thus  treating  the  subject,  I  beg 
to  observe  that  I  fully  recognise  each  individual  State 
as  possessing  plenipotentiary  powers  within  the  limits 
of  that  coDstitution  by  which   they   are   all  bound 
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together ;  and  I  trust  tlint,  in  any  observations  I  may 
make,  no  one  exprossion  will  be  so  misconBtrned  as 
to  give  offence,  for  I  know  full  well  the  stupendous 
difficuhiea  with  which  ibe  whole  question  is  sur- 
roundedj  and  I  feel  it  is  one  which  should  be  ap- 
proached only  in  a  true  spirit  of  charity  and  kindness 
towards  the  much  maligned  gentlemen  of  the  South. 

I  open  the  question  by  asking — what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  cry  raised  by  the  fanatics  of  the  Nortb^ — 
the  abolition  crusaders  ?  In  words,  it  is  freedom  to 
the  slave;  in  fact,  it  is  spoliation  of  their  neighbours, 
ad  the  proposition  come  from  wild  Arabs  who  live  in 
houses  they  carry  on  their  backs,  and  feed  on  the  milk 
of  Hocks  that  pasture  at  their  side,  I  might  have  com- 
prehended the  modest  pn^posal ;  but  coming  from 
those  whose  energy  for  business  is  proverbialj  and 
^hose  acuteness  in  all  matters  of  dollars  and  cents  is 
unsurpassed,  if  equalled,  by  the  shrewdest  Hebrew  of 
the  Hebrews,  I  confess  it  is  beyond  my  punyimagina- 
,on  to  fathom.  Were  it  accompanied  with  any  pe- 
luniary  offer  adetjuate  to  the  sacrifice  proposed,  I 
might  be  able  to  comprehend  it,  but  for  those,  or  the 
descendants  of  those  who,  as  they  found  white  labour 
more  profitable,  sold  their  sable  brethren  to  their 
eon  them  neighbours,  and  thus  easily  and  profitably 
removed  slavery  from  their  borders, — for  those,  I  say. 


to  turn  romid  and  preach  a  crasade  for  the  emanci* 
pation  of  the  negro,  in  homilies  of  contumely  with 
the  voice  of  self-righteoasness,  exhibits  a  degree  of 
assurance  that  cannot  be  surpassed.  Had  they  known 
as  much  of  human  nature  as  of  the  laws  of  profit  and 
loss,  they  might  hare  foreseen  that  in  every  epithet 
heaped  upon  their  southern  countrymen^  they  were 
riveting  a  fresh  bolt  in  the  slave's  fetters*  On  what 
plea  did  the  American  colony  rebel  ?  Was  it  not,  as  a 
broad  principle,  the  right  of  self-government  ?  Does 
not  their  constitution  allow  independent  action  to 
each  State,  subject  only  to  certain  obligations  binding 
alike  on  all  ?  If  those  are  complied  with,  on  what 
principle  of  patriotism  or  honour  do  individuals  or 
societies  hurl  torches  of  discord  among  their  southern 
co-cidzens  ? 

No  person  who  has  watched  or  inquired  into  the 
social  state  of  the  slaves  during  the  present  cen* 
tury,  can  fail  to  have  observed  that  much  has  been 
done  to  improve  their  condition  among  the  respectable 
holders  thereof,  both  as  regards  common  education 
and  religious  instruction ;  at  the  same  time,  they  will 
perceive  that  the  lirst  law  of  nature — ^self-preservation 
^-compelled  them  to  make  common  education  penal, 
•8  soon  as  fanatical  abolitionists  inundated  the  country 
with   firebrand  pamphlets.     No  American  can  deny. 
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that  when  an  oppressed  people  feel  their  chains 
galling  to  them,  they  have  a  right  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  colonists  and  strike  for  freedom.  This 
right  doubtless  belongs  to  the  negro,  and  these  in- 
flammable pubhcations  were  calcnlated  to  lead  them 
on  to  make  the  effort.  But  what  reflecting  mind  can 
fail  to  foresee  the  horrors  consequent  upon  such  a 
hopeless  endeavour  ?  More  especially  must  it  have  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  mind  of  the  slave-masters;  and  could 
they,  with  sure  visions  before  their  eyes  of  the  fearful 
sacrifice  of  human  life,  the  breaking-up  of  whatever 
good  feeling  now  exists  between  master  and  slave,  and 
the  inauguration  of  a  reign  of  terror  aud  unmitigated 
severity,  could  they,  I  say,  with  such  consequences 
staring  them  in  the  face,  have  taken  a  more  mild, 
sensible,  and  merciful  step  than  checking  that  educa- 
tion, through  the  instrumentaHty  of  which  the  aboli- 
tionists were  hastening  forward  so  awful  a  catastrophe  ? 
The  following  extract  may  suffice  to  prove  the 
itation  produced  by  the  abolitionists  in  Virginia, 
though  of  course  I  do  not  pretend  to  insinoate  that 
the  respectable  portion  of  the  community  in  that  State 
rould  endorse  its  barbarous  ravings  : — 

•  Slavery  in  the  School-Eoom. — The  (Amerieaa)  Riv/t- 
mond  Examinet\  m  connexion  with  the  recent  trial  of  Ward 
of  IKeDtucky,  has  the  folloi^Tiig  theory  on  the  extinction  of 
Behoolmasters  in  general: — 'The  South  has  for  years  been 


oremm  with  hordei  af  illiterate,  unprnuripled  graditttes  of 

tke  Yaskec  free  scIiooIb  (tlio^e  hot-beds  of  self-coiieeift  sod 

igQoniac«)t  who  hare,  bj  dint  of  anblQAhing  impadeQce*  eitft- 

blijbed  tUemselFefl  as  sehodmaftterB  in  onr  midst.     So  4 

are  some  of  these  *  itinerant  ignqranm&es'  to  the  people  of  1 

Soatli ;  so  full  of  abolitioniEm  and  concealed  incendiarisni  ajie 

niBny  of  this  cla«s ;  so  full  of  guile,  frand,  and  deceit*  that  the 

deliberale  ghooting  one  of  them  down,  in  the  act  of  poiMomg 

the  minds  of  our  skf-es  or  our  children,  we  think,  if  Teguded 

u  homicide  at  all«  should  always  be  deemed  perfectly  Justin 

fiable ;  and  we  imagine  the  propriety  of  shooting  an  aboHtion 

schoolmaster,  when  eaught  tampering  with  our  slaret^  hat 

nerer  been  questioned   by  any  lutelligent  Soothem   man. 

This  we  take  to  be  the  unwritten  common  kw  of  the  Soutli, 

and  we  deem  it  adiisable  to  promulgate  the  law,  that  it  may 

be  copied  into  all  the  abolition  papera,  thimderHi  at  by  the 

three  thousand  New  England  preachers,  aud  read  with  pe^ 

cniiar  emphasis,  and  terrible  up-turning  of  eyes,  by  Garrison* 

at  the  next  meetiDg  of  the  anti-alaFefy  party  at  Faneuil  HalL 

We  repeat,  that  the  shooting  of  itinerant  abolition  school- 

masters  is  frequently  a  creditable  and  laudable  act,  entitltng 

a  respectable  southern  man  to,  at  least,  a  seat  in  the  legtela- 

tore,  or  a  place  in  the  Common  CounciL     Let  all  Yankee 

•choolmasters  who  propose  inrading  the  sonth,  endowed  with 

a  strong  nasal  twang,  a  long  scriptural  name,  and  Webster's 

lexicographic  book  of  abominations,  seek  some  more  congenial 

landf  where  their  own  Htcs  will  he  more  secure  than  in  the 

'rile  and  homicidal  slare  states.'  We  shall  be  glad  if  the 

rarings  of  the  abolition  press  about  the  Ward  acquittal  shall 

hare  this  efEeeV ' 


We  now  see  that  the  abolitionists  have  rende 
the  education  of  the  negro,  with  a  riew  to  his  ulti- 
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mate  fitness  for  freedom  or  self-government,  utterly 
imprftcticable,  however  anxious  tlie  slave-owner  might 
have  otiierwise  been  to  instnict  him.  Thus,  hy  their 
imprudent  violence,  they  have  effectually  closed  the 
educational  pathway  to  emancipation.  It  should  not 
either  be  forgotten  that  tlie  Southerners  may  have 
seen  good  reason  to  doubt  the  Christitm  sincerity  of 
those  who  chimoured  so  loudly  for  loosening  the 
fetters  of  the  slaves.  The  freed  slaves  in  the  Northern 
States  must  have  frequently  been  seen  hy  them  yeiu* 
after  yeax'  as  they  went  for  *  the  season '  to  the 
wateriiig -places,  and  could  tliey  observe  much  in  his 
position  there  to  induce  the  belief  that  the  Northerners 
are  the  fiiends  of  the  negro  ?  In  some  cities,  he 
must  not  drive  a  coach  or  a  car;  in  others,  he  must  not 
enter  a  pubho  conveyance ;  in  places  of  amusement, 
he  is  separated  from  his  white  Mend ;  even  in  the 
house  of  that  God  with  whom  *  there  is  no  respect  of 
persons/  he  is  partitioned  off  as  if  he  were  an  unclean 
animal;  in  some  States  he  is  not  admitted  at  all. 

With  such  evidences  of  friendship  for  the  negi'o, 
might  they  not  question  tlie  honesty  of  Northern 
champions  of  emancipation  ?  Could  they  really  place 
confidence  in  the  philantliropic  professions  of  those 
who  treat  tlie  negro  as  an  outcast,  and  force  on  him 
a  life  of  wretchedness  instead  of  striving  to  raise  him 


szH  VKJBOlZ  it.  SSESBQl  (xik. 

m.  cae  ^eittl  k^  ?     It'  &  negcn  hjid  ite  mronwirt:  of 
&  Sdnpoin. — if  oe  WQce  i?rnpii*<(   in.  pir^iis'  and.  fiofr 
1nm»n   ami  if  he  tisme-  frp^  izonL  ol  OnemaL  Tii«:ii, 
siii  iragnain  a&  '  JLahj^  se^ces.'  &  ^^irc&eaciiesr  woiml 

nnf<i*r  ^rrn-nqr  lioriirii  wix&  &  poIsCflC — &ft  'Wnilf£  wTJlfT 

fiJBiik  &  ILvin^  aaiil.  tTTrm  die  tfwg-  i^ao.  tmaiiii.  c&e  Tt««Trf 

sees  &  nesED  in  i^e  3^]irT^  ^mfTp-  sc  t;^  siamnac&.  of 
de  wniiH  nuEo.  ?     WIlq  hoe  mic  aesL  &  wnrcfiy  prmttMr 

VXI&  ^niTTi^  in.  aanrniiHitTev.  or  po^aps  refiQ.viiv  & 
RraaiE  tttti  tjf  ^nde  sad.  ^^ieasars:  a&  t&e  woct&y  aimer 

fCBEJifi  his  niini?  12a  SOine  old  tkirfilTrr  3I&V&. 

I  niifnrt-  I  h&v%  ^iwn.  in.  t:he  ^rssning- zsmffl&s, 
t^iui  die  -SninLoaL  ^»i«-  ohrae  §Giid  and  'imdmn:  srnnndff 
of  aojet'djQa  jq  die  Fr^e  'riiices  s^boiicioaisc  Ecst. — 
The  musEiL  ■foiric  of  ouizl  "vriiciL  reheia'  .aswasc  w&nie- 
aaie  TiEiperacica  :*TTif  .laimniLy.  SitiomlLy,. — Th» 
G&ficuiie   imev  hav*    placed   in    T^n^^    wny  »if   airoiff 

n&e    iLiVi  smoie   'itLjLCaxiDtL,  bv   rnrrfiifm^fncr  moBC  ilL- 

ffjimTTiztfuV  TjiimDnies.  TTuttlLv. — ^TL.e  aiiesQiiiui&Llff 
SHnuericjr  ■:<:  dieir  pnmased  ^ympaciLy  &r  ctte  sise^ 
39  eviiienced  by  the  anriDacay  imey  t^xniTifn  Gawacds 
tie  irsft  nesn*  and  bv^  die  paiptmle  ^uic  diac  &e  is 
&r  worse  oif  in  *  fr^e  duuL  in  a  itav^  Scace. 

Xhe  some  obTefidi-n  -laimoc  jnsciy  be  nkim  ai^ximsc 
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English  abolitionists,  becaose  they  act  and  think 
chiefly  upon  the  evidence  furnished  by  American 
hands ;  besides  which,  slavery  in  the  West  Indian 
coloniea  was  felt  by  the  majority  of  the  nation  to  be 
80  dark  a  stain  upon  our  national  character,  that, 
although  burdened  with  a  debt  such  as  the  world 
never  before  dreamt  of,  the  sum  of  £20,000,000 
was  readily  voted  for  the  purposes  of  emancipation. 
Whether  the  method  in  which  the  provisions  of  the 
act  were  carried  ont  was  very  wise  or  painfully  faulty, 
we  need  not  stop  to  inqnire ;  the  object  was  a  noble 
one,  and  the  sacrifice  was  worthy  of  the  object. 

With  all  the  feelings  of  that  discussion  fresh  in 
the  public  mind,  it  is  no  wonder  that  philantliropists, 
reading  the  accounts  published  by  American  authors, 
of  the  horrors  of  slavery,  should  band  themselves 
together  for  the  purpose  of  urging  America  in  a 
friendly  tone  to  follow  Great  Britain's  noble  example, 
and  to  profit  by  any  errors  she  had  committed  as  to 
the  method  of  carrying  emancipation  into  effect.  I 
am  quite  aware  a  slaveholder  may  reply,  *  This  is 
all  very  good;  but  I  must  have  a  word  with  you 
good  gentlemen  of  England,  as  to  sincerity.  If  you 
hold  slavery  so  damnable  a  sin,  why  do  you  so 
greedily  covet  the  fruits  of  the  wages  of  that  sin  ? 
The   demand    of   your  markets   for   slave    produce 


aiO         LAUREL  OR  FADED  LEAF,        [cH. 

enhances  the  value  of  the  slave,  and  in  so  doing 
clenches  another  nail  in  the  coffin  of  his  hopes/  I 
confess  I  can  give  no  reply,  except  the  humiliating 
confession  which,  if  the  feeling  of  the  nation  is-  to 
be  read  in  its  Parliamentary  acts,  amounts  to  this — 
*We  have  removed  slavery  from  our  own  soil,  and 
we  don't  care  a  farthing  if  all  the  rest  of  the  world 
are  slaves,  provided  only  we  can  get  cheap  cotton  and 
sugar,*  &c.  Mammon !  Mammon !  Mammon !  is  ever 
the  presiding  deity  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  whether 
in  the  Old  or  the  New  World. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  reception  of  Mrs. 
Beecher  Stowe's  work  and  person  in  England  was  very 
galling  to  many  a  Southerner,  and  naturally  so ;  be- 
cause it  conveyed  a  tacit  endorsement  •  of  all  her 
assertions  as  to  the  horrors  of  the  slavery  system. 
When  I  first  read  Uncle  Tom,  I  said,  '  This  will  rather 
tend  to  rivet  than  to  loosen  the  fetters  of  the  slave, 
rousing  the  indignation  of  all  the  South  against 
her  and  her  associates.'  Everything  I  have  since 
seen,  heard,  and  read,  only  tends  to  confirm  my 
original  impression.  While  I  would  readily  give 
Mrs.  Stowe  a  chaplet  of  laurel  as  a  clever  authoress, 
I  could  never  award  her  a  faded  leaf  as  the  negro's 
friend. 

X.et  me  now  for  a  moment  touch  upon  the  treatment 
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of  slaves*  The  farms  of  the  wealthy  planters,  aud 
the  chapels  with  negro  miiiister  and  negro  congrega- 
tion, bear  bright  evidence  to  the  fact  that  uegroes 
have  their  bodily  and  spiritual  wants  attended  to,  not 
forgetting  also  the  oral  teaching  they  often  receive 
from  the  wife  of  the  planter.  But  is  that  system 
universal  ?  Thofsc  who  would  answer  that  question 
truthfully  need  not  travel  to  the  Southern  States  for 
documentary  evidence.  Is  any  human  heiug  lit  to  be 
trusted  with  absolute  power  over  one  of  Ms  fellow- 
creatures,  however  deeply  his  public  reputation  and 
bis  balance  at  the  banker  8  may  be  benefited  by  the 
most  moderate  kindness  to  them  ?  If  every  man  were 
a  Howard  or  a  Wilberforce,  and  every  woman  a  Fry 
or  a  Nightingale,  the  truth  woold  be  ever  the  same, 
and  they  would  he  the  first  to  acknowledge  it. — Man 
is  unfit  for  irresponsible  power. 

Now  the  only  bar  before  whioh  the  proprietor  of 
slaves  is  likely  to  be  arraigned  is  the  bar  of  public 
opinion;  and  the  influence  whioh  that  knowledge  will 
have  upon  his  conduct  is  exactly  in  the  inverse  ratio 
to  its  need ;  for  the  hardened  brote  upon  whom  its 
influence  is  moat  wanted  is  the  very  person  who,  if 
he  can  escape  lynching,  is  indifferent  to  public 
opinion.  No  Southerner  can  be  affronted,  if  I  say  that 
he  is  not  more  Christian,  kind-hearted,  and  mild- 
p  a 


tempered  than  his  fellow-man  in  the  Northern  States, 
in  France,  or  in  England;  and  yet  how  constantly  do 
we  find  citizens  of  those  communities  evincing  unre- 
strained passions  in  the  most  hrutal  acts,  and  that 
with  the  knowledge  that  the  law  is  hanging  over  their 
heads,  and  that  their  victims  can  give  evidence 
against  them ;  whereas,  in  the  Slave  States,  provided 
the  eye  of  a  white  man  is  excluded,  there  is  scarce 
a  limit  to  the  torture  which  a  savage  monster  may 
inflict  upon  the  helpless  slave,  whose  word  cannot 
he  received  in  evidence.  It  is  as  ahsurd  to  judge 
of  the  condition  of  the  slave  by  visiting  an  amiable 
planter  and  his  lady,  as  it  would  be  to  judge  of  the 
clothing,  feeding,  and  comfort  of  our  labouring  popu- 
lation by  calling  at  the  town-house  of  the  Duke  of 
Well-to-do  and  carefully  noting  the  worthy  who  fills 
an  arm-chair  like  a  sentry-box,  and  is  yclept  the 
porter.  Look  at  him,  with  his  hair  powdered  and 
fattened  down  to  the  head;  behold  him,  as  the 
hell  rings,  using  his  arms  as  levers  to  force  his 
rotundity  out  of  its  case;  then  observe  the  pedestals 
on  which  he  endeavours  to  walk ;  one  might  imagine 
he  had  been  tapped  for  the  dropsy  half-a-dozen  times, 
and  that  all  the  water  had  run  into  the  calves  of  his 
legs.     Is  that  a  type  of  the  poorer  classes  ? 

Where,  then,  ore  we  to  look  for  true  data  on  which 


to  form  an  opinion  of  the  trentment  of  the  slave  ? — 
Simply  by  studying  human  nature  and  weighing 
tuna  an  passions,  and  tlieo  inquiring  by  what  laws 
they  are  held  in  check.  Now,  as  to  the  laws,  they 
tamount  to  notliing,  inasmuch  as  slave  evidence  is  not 
admissible,  and  the  possibility  of  any  oppression,  even 
to  death  itself,  must  frequently  be,  without  any  fear 
of  punishment,  in  the  hands  of  the  owner.  If  law, 
then,  affords  the  negro  no  efEicient  protection  from 
human  passions,  where  are  we  to  look  for  it  in  human 
nature,  except  it  be  in  the  influences  of  Christianity, 
self-interest,  or  public  opinion?  The  last  of  these,  we 
have  seen,  is  upon  a  sliding-scale  of  an  inefficiency 
which  increases  in  proportion  to  the  necessity  for  its 
influence,  and  is  therefore  all  but  impotent  for  good. 

Let  us  now  consider  self-interest.  Will  any  one 
assert  that  self-interest  is  sufficient  to  restrain  anger? 
How  many  a  hasty  word  does  man  utter,  or  how  many 
a  hasty  act  does  man  commit,  under  the  influence 
of  passion  he  cannot  or  will  not  restrain—and  that 
among  his  equals,  who  may  be  able  to  resent  it,  or  in 
the  face  of  law  ready  to  avenge  it!  How  prone  are 
we  all,  if  things  go  wrong  firom  some  fault  of  our  own, 
to  lose  our  temper  and  try  to  throw  the  blame  on 
others,  rather  than  admit  the  failure  to  be  our  own 
fault  I     Without   dwelling  upon  the   serious   injury 
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people  often  do  to  themselves  by  unrestrained  passion, 
think  for  a  moment  of  the  treatment  frequently  in- 
flicted upon  the  poor  animals  over  whom  they  rule 
absolute.  Is  not  kindness  to  a  horse  the  interest  as 
well  as  the  duty  of  the  owner  ?  and  yet  how  often  is 
he  the  unfortunate  victim  of  the  owner's  rage  or  cruel 
disposition,  while  faithfully  and  willingly  expending 
all  his  powers  in  the  service  of  his  tyrant  master.  If 
these  things  be  so  among  equals,  or  comparative 
equals,  and  also  in  man's  dealings  with  the  lower 
orders  of  the  creation,  what  chance  has  the  poor  slave, 
with  the  arm  of  legislative  justice  paralysed,  and  an 
arm  nerved  with  human  passion  his  only  hope  of 
mercy? — for  self-defence,  that  first  law  of  nature,  is  the 
highest  crime  he  can  be  guilty  of:  and,  while  consi- 
dering the  mercenary  view  of  self-interest,  let  it  not 
be  forgotten  that  an  awful  amount  of  human  suffering 
is  quite  compatible  with  unimpaired  health,  and  that 
a  slave  may  be  frequently  under  the  lash  and  yet 
fully  able  to  do  his  day's  work. 

The  last  influence  we  have  to  consider  is  indeed 
the  brightest  and  best  of  all—  Christianity :  high  on 
the  brotherly  arch  of  man's  duty  to  his  fellow-man, 
and  forming  its  enduring  keystone,  we  read,  traced 
by  Jehovah  in  imperishable  letters,  radiant  with  love, 
'  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  that  they  should  do 


unto  you ; '  'Love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.'  Sorely  it 
needs  no  words  of  mine  to  show,  that  a  faithful  history 
of  the  most  Christian  country  in  the  most  Christian 
times  the  world  ever  witoessedj  would  contain  fearful 
evidence  of  the  cruelty  of  man  setting  at  nought  the 
above  blessed  precept.  Nay,  more^I  question  if, 
viewed  in  its  entire  fulness,  there  is  any  one  single 
command  in  Scripture  more  habitually  disregarded. 
Proverbs  are  generally  supposed  to  he  a  condensation 
of  facts  or  experiences.  Whence  comes  *  Every  one 
for  himself,  and  God  for  us  all"  ?  or,  the  more  vulgar 

one,  'Go  ahead,  and  the  D 1  take  the  hindmost'? 

What  are  they  but  concentrations  of  the  fact  that 
selfishness  is  man  s  ruling  passion  ?  What  are  most 
laws  made  for,  but  to  restrain  men  by  human  penalties 
from  a  breach  of  the  law  of  love  ?  and,  if  these  laws 
be  needful  in  communities  all  the  members  of  which, 
are  equal  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  and  even  then  be 
found  inefficient  for  their  purpose,  as  may  be  daily 
witnessed  in  every  country,  who  will  say  that  the 
influence  of  Christianity  is  sufficient  protection  to  the 
poor  slave? 

There  is  only  one  other  influence  that  I  shall 
mention — that  is  habit ;  it  acts  for  and  against  the 
slave.  Thus,  the  kind  and  good,  brought  up  among 
slaves,  very  often  nursed  by  them,  and  grown  up  in 


the  continual  presence  of  tlieir  gentleness  and  faith- 
fulness, repay  them  with  iinmeftsured  kindness,  and  a 
sympathy  in  all  their  sickness  and  their  sorrows,  to  a 
degree  which  I  feel  quite  certain  the  most  tender- 
hearted Christian  breathing  could  never  equal,  if 
landed  among  slaves,  for  the  first  time,  at  years  of 
maturity.  The  Christian  planter's  wife  or  daughter 
may  he  seen  sitting  up  at  night,  cooking,  nursing, 
teudiDg  an  old  sick  and  helpless  slave  with  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  the  same  affectionate  oane  she  would 
bestow  upon  a  sick  relation,  the  very  friendlessness  of 
the  negro  stimulating  the  benevolent  heart  This  is 
indeed  the  bright  aide  of  the  influence  of  habit — But 
the  other  side  is  not  less  true ;  and  there  the  effect  is, 
that  a  coarse^  hrutal  mind,  trained  up  among  those  it 
can  bully  with  impunity,  acquires  a  heartlessness  and 
indifference  to  the  negro's  wants  and  sufferings  that 
grow  with  the  wretched  possessor's  growth.  This  is 
the  dark  side  of  the  influenoe  of  habit. 

Let  two  examples  suffice,  both  of  which  I  have  upon 
the  very  best  authority.  A  faithful  slave,  having  grown 
up  with  his  master's  rising  family,  obtained  his  freedom 
as  a  reward  for  his  fideUty,  and  was  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  property  \  realizing  some  money,  he 
became  the  owner  of  slaves  himself,  from  among  whom 
he  selected  his  w^ife,  and  to  all  of  whom  he  showed 
the  greatest  consideration.     Some  time  after,  lying 
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upon  his  deathbed  J  he  made  his  wHl,  in  which  he  be- 
queathed his  wife  and  all  his  other  negroes  to  his  old 
master,  giving  as  his  reason,  that,  from  his  own  lively 
recollections  of  his  masters  unvarying  kindness  to 
himself  and  the  other  slaves,  he  felt  certain  that  in  so 
doing"  he  was  taking  the  best  means  in  liis  power  of 
securing  their  future  happiness. — What  stronger  evi- 
dence of  the  growth  of  kindness  in  the  master's  heart 
could  possibly  be  desired  ?  Here,  then,  is  the  effect 
of  habit  in  a  benevolent  owner. — Now,  turn  to  the 
opposite  picture.  A  lady  of  New  Orleans  was  accus- 
tomed to  strip  and  flog  a  slave  for  the  pleasure  of 
witnessing  sufferings  which  she  endeavoured  to  render 
more  acute  by  rubbing  soft  soap  into  the  broken 
skin.  Here  you  have  the  effect  of  habit  upon  a 
brutal  mind. 

To  the  credit  of  New  Orleans  be  it  recorded,  that 
the  knowledge  of  this  atrocity  having  come  to  white 
ears,  her  house  was  broken  open,  every  article  it  con- 
tained pulled  out  in  the  street  and  burnt;  and,  had 
she  not  succeeded  in  eluding  search,  the  she-devil 
would  have  been  most  assuredly  reduced  to  ashes 
with  her  own  goods,  America  became  too  hot  for 
her,  and  Providence  alone  knows  the  demon's  cave  of 
concealment. 

Having  thus  passed  in  review  the  various  influ- 
ences bearing  upon  the  treatment  of  the  slave,  and 


ai8  NATURAL  DOUBTS.  [CH. 

seen  how  utterly  inadequate  they  are  to  protect  him 
from  ill-treatment,  who  can  wonder  that  the  tales  of 
real  or  supposed  cruelty  inflicted  upon  slaves  by  the 
Southerners,  are  received  with  indignation  by  both 
parties  in  the  States  ?  The  virtuous  and  kind  master, 
indignant  at  the  thought  of  being  included  in  the 
category  of  monsters,  and  the  real  savage,  if  possible, 
still  more  indignant,  because  his  conscience  brings 
home  to  his  seared  heart  the  truthfulness  of  the  pic- 
ture, even  if  it  be  overdrawn  almost  to  caricature. 
And  here  it  is  curious  to  observe  the  difierent  action 
of  these  two  parties :  the  former,  in  the  consciousness 
of  a  kind  heart  and  a  real  desire  for  the  negro's  good, 
calmly  states  what  has  been  done  and  is  doing  for  the 
negro,  and  throws  a  natural  veil  of  doubt  over  horrors 
so  utterly  repulsive  to  the  feelings,  that  their  exist- 
ence is  discredited;*  the  latter,  with  a  shallowness 


•  The  reader  is  particularly  requested  to  give  his  attention 
to  a  letter  in  the  Appendix  B,  written  by  Miss  Mcintosh, 
and  intended  as  a  reply  to  the  courteous  though  Ol-adyised 
document  sent  from  Stafford  House.  It  does  credit  both  to 
herself  and  her  countrywomen,  and  presents  a  most  favour- 
able contrast  to  the  answer,  more  generally  read  at  the  time, 
and  which  was  signed  Julia  Gardiner  Tyler.  This  latter  is 
calculated  to  give  a  most  unjust  impression  of  American 
ladies,  savouring  as  it  does  so  strongly  of  the  pen  of  a  second- 
rate  village  attorney. 
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which  Providence  sometimes  attaches  to  guilt,  aware 
that  some  suoh  accusatioas  come  too  paiofuUy  and 
truthfolly  home,  prononnce  their  own  condemnation 
by  their  line  of  defence — recrimination. . 

Take,  for  example,  the  following  extract  from  an 
article  in  a  Slave  State  paper,  entitled  '  A  Sequel  to 
Uncle  Tom's  Cabin/  and  in  which  Queen  Victoria, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  *  genius,"  has  the  condition 
of  her  subjects  laid  hare  before  her.*  After  various 
other  paragraphs  of  a  similar  nature,  comes  the  fol- 
lowing :— 

'  The  sky  was  obscured  by  the  smoke  of  hundreds 
of  small  chimneys  and  vast  edifices,  stretching  in 
lines  for  miles  and  miles.  The  latter  were  crowded 
with  women  and  children,  young  in  years,  hut  withered 
in  form  and  feature.  The  countenances  of  the  men 
were  as  coh^urless  as  the  white  fabric  in  their  looms ; 
their  eyes  sparkled  with  iotelligeuce^  but  it  was  chiefly 
the  intelligence  of  suffering,  of  privation,  of  keen  sense 
of  wrongs  of  iuahility  to  he  better,  of  rankling  hatred 
against  existing  institotions,  and  a  Ibrtive  wish  that 
some  hideous  calamity  would  bmry  them  all  in  one 
common,  nndistinguishable  ruin. 

*  *  Are  these  the  people?'  groaned  the  Queen,  as 
the  cold  damp  of  more  than  mortal  agony  moistened 
her  marble  forehead. 

*  'Not  all  of  them  !'  sounded  the  voice  in  her  ear, 
so  sharjjly  that  her  Majesty  looked  up  eagerly,  and 
saw  written,  in  letters  of  fire,  on  the  palace  wall : — 


wmsusbjssjbsl  Tcm 


**"£..  IE*Q9nr  tTBiCElEba.  UfiXSHIL  IZL  wmc i&iifiinnTm»  iff- s, 

**  "■  3-  £^''^rr  "i'jffatcecL  tj^skul  za.  '^nr  xuininiiiiis  is 
ft  itK^iiUit  TwaiJiifflcsi  Triri  an  iTi»if  iiic  :ae  «:7= — aa 
Rome  anc  &  grrwiii.     TlLsy^  s»  ^^ne  Ik&maeiiXEs  if 

DOfuBSSL   SBiBXEC^l   •f^M4in*    'Illtt'^   w^qfif    rn>  a^nartHc:  riwwn, 

^"j^  ThsBS:  JHS  iiL  FsfiiiHid  rc74^;'i«r  ixmales: 
£vi[i&  t&ai:  imnmor  iv  jzc.zcc.  uii£  toil  tkIE  •mtf  t^ac 

toft. !    Bumac  ffiTtftt  <iil  ffurn tr  [      ^  fiarfrinr  / 

TTiBif  doilaws  t&s-  %Ra&  <i£  &  •fitwrfiniHTrHtg-  ^BaiB: 
tfimwimr  ^i»y*igi<^  -iv^r  i  ac!its&  lift  wniiii&  wimfin^  wa 
wait  riim  ihaensimt  wobrs:  'jf  imhriiminn.,  mJfhmKBJ.  ay 

'  El  "Tanr  iwn  "^miF  jhtscTT.  "^ib  iBseaice  ir  T>»riiyfr  in. 
maariisr  »  leaiiit^fL  ia^  in  iia  mmsc  ;zni£-lfe  tewitari- 
TTwinr  inn  i,  lanie — ^miieas"  'laiic  inrr  le  •prnrri'ft  Truay-r 
whmn  araadisiilT  js  inc  xTrrHir  juaiHe — ^MfffTfWF  -n 
wnrk  inm  :n>pr  aum  "ii  nir^  TnifTTi?Tnr  arr  'ius:  am^ 
KancT'  TiErani!j«i — LuiJSiae  ai  font*i  an  'wnsdin.  ba.  :fe 
&ami&  Hill  air  idB  innerh:  if  iie  iptv= — acsiMfr  ai  adiinr 
EaHcrr  air  zr^  iiiiiEaaima — lufmse  ai  ^fsiiL  TrnTifrpTT 
Qi  :3ss;ssfL  fchntiia — ocsnae  ai  mn  ai  :aff  liJe-aiiiiMi — 
Jhifsass:  ai  znw^  Jimniftit  imt  imal — tii!«isee  ai  atfgfff?f?g 
c&ff  iificas  if  r^iiiHiitL  ai  i'^wfuir.  'ui  ie^  ai  iLisiaesiifi: 
— iicsiae  ai  «BaL  ai  lamiier  aminefikii^L  ai  "laa  iossees: 
m^&hss.  ai  aiwa  imL  iiuvT^  1^773"  -^  TTTJt^  iresic  mes 
»if  ::nfr  ^anrJi — iiiiflnae^  ai  !i?*ffa  IT^r^  i  -vnrnL  itmiiirfi 
See.  ir  airaniL  ^nnruia  x  llf?f  1.  -vdiL  lease :  mit  la^ 
sui  mafi:  aretuiiiia  it  lil — sbr  x  is  aiini32fL — ticsi^E 
m  fiacw» .  ai  ran.  ai   fie.  mil  ac:  aarietL  in.  &  ^wmiF 
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paupers  grave,  on  whicli  the  sweet- Bmelling  flowers 
sent  to  strew  the  pathway  of  mao  aotl  woman  with 
beauty,  love,  and  hope,  will  refaee  to  grow,  much  less 
bloom/ 

SettiDg  aside  all  exaggerations,  who  does  not  re- 
cognise in  the  foregoing  quotations  '  the  galled  jade 
winning  ?  Were  the  writer  a  kind  owner  of  slaves,  he 
might  have  replied  to  Uncle  Toms  Cabin  by  facts  of 
habitual  kindness  to  them,  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
authoress  had  entered  into  the  region  of  romance  ; 
bot  in  his  recrimination  he  unconsciously  displays 
the  cloven  hoof,  and  leaves  no  doubt  on  the  mind 
that  he  writes  imder  the  impulse  of  a  bitterly-accusing 
monitor  witliin.  It  would  be  wasting  time  to  point 
out  the  difference  between  a  system  which  binds  mil- , 
lions  of  its  peojile  in  bondage  to  their  feUow-man,  a 
master's  sovereign  will  their  only  practical  protection, 
and  a  system  which  not  only  makes  all  its  subjects 
equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  free  to  seek  their  for- 
tunes wherever  they  list,  but  which  is  for  ever  striving 
to  mitigate  the  distress  that  is  invariably  attendant 
upon  an  over-crowded  population.  But  even  granting 
that  his  assertions  were  not  only  true,  hut  that  they 
were  entirely  produced  by  tyrannical  enactments,  what 
justification  w^ould  England*s  sins  be  for  America's 
crimes  ?  Suppose  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
Lords  Temporal  and  Spiritual  obtained  the  royal 
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sanction  to  an  act  for  kidnapping  boys  and  grilling 
them  daily  for  a  table-d'hote  in  their  respective  legis- 
lative assemblies,  would  such  an  atrocity — or  any 
worse  atrocity,  if  such  be  possible — ^in  any  respect 
alter  the  question  of  right  and  wrong  between  master 
and  slave  ?  Let  any  charge  of  cruelty  or  injustice  in 
England  be  advanced  on  its  own  simple  grounds,  and, 
wherever  it  comes  from,  it  will  find  plenty  of  people, 
I  am  proud  and  happy  to  say,  ready  to  inquire  into  it, 
and  to  work  hard  for  its  removal ;  but  when  it  comes 
in  the  shape  of  recrimination,  who  can  fail  to  recog- 
nise an  accusing  conscience  striving  to  throw  the 
cloak  of  other  people's  sins  over  the  abominations 
which  that  conscience  is  ever  ringing  in  the  writer  s 
•ears  at  home. 

I  must,  however,  state,  that  in  speaking  of  the 
sufferings  or  injuries  to  which  the  slave  is  liable,  I  am 
not  proclaiming  them  merely  on  the  authority  of 
Northern  abolitionists,  or  on  the  deductions  which  I 
have  drawn  from  human  nature ;  many  travellers  have 
made  similar  charges.  Miss  Bremer  writes : — *  I  be- 
held the  old  slave  hunted  to  death  because  he  dared 
to  visit  his  wife, — ^beheld  him  mangled,  beaten,  re- 
captured, fling  himself  into  the  water  of  the  Black 
Eiver,  over  which  he  was  re-taken  into  the  power  of 
his  hard  master — and  the  law  was  silent.  I  beheld 
a  young  woman  struck,  for  a  hasty  word,  upon  the 


temples,  so  that  she  fell  down  dead  ! — and  the  law  was 
silent.  I  heard  the  law,  through  its  joiy,  adjudicate 
between  a  white  man  and  a  hlackj  and  sentence  the 
latter  to  he  flogged  when  the  former  was  guilty — and 
they  who  were  honest  among  the  jurymen  in  vain 
opposed  the  verdict.  I  heheld  here  on  the  shores  of 
the  Mississippi,  only  a-  few  months  since,  a  young 
negro  girl  fly  from  the  maltreatment  of  her  master, 
and  he  was  a  professor  of  religion,  and  fling  herself 
into  the  river/— Homes  of  the  New  WorU.  Would 
Mis9  Bremer  write  these  things  for  the  press,  as 
occurring  under  her  own  eye,  if  they  were  not  true  ? 

Then  again,  the  Press  itself  in  the  South  bears  wit- 
ness to  what  every  one  must  admit  to  be  an  inhuman 
practice.  How  often  must  the  reader  of  a  Southern 
States*  paper  see  children  of  the  tenderest  age,  some- 
times even  under  a  year  old,  advertised  for  public  sale. 
Did  any  one  ever  take  up  the  New  Orleans  paper 
without  seeing  more  than  one  such  advertisement  as 
the  following  ? — 

150  Negboes  foe  Sale. 

flC  Jaat  ajrived  and  for  sale,  at  my  old  atand, 
-CT^  1^0.  7,  Moreau-street,  Third  MunicipaLifcy,  one 
Eimdred  aad  fifty  yoaDg  and  likely  I*JEGEOES,  consisting 
of  fieldJmndsj  lionae  aerrants  and  met'hanica.  They  will  he 
sold  on  reasonable  terms  for  good  paper  or  caah.  Persone 
wishing  to  purchaae  will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  g'we  me 
a  call.  ISep.  3c^-6in.]  WM.  F.  TALBOTT. 
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What  happiness  can  the  slave  enjoy  among  a  com- 
munity where  such  an  advertisement  as  the  following 
can  he  tolerated,  or,  worse  still,  when,  as  in  the  preseat 
instance^  it  is  sent  forth  tmder  the  sanction  of  the 
law  ?  The  advertisement  is  taken  from  a  paper  puh- 
tished  at  WilmingtoDj  North  Carolina. 

^235  KEWAED.  State  op  Nohts  Cabolika,  New 
Hanov£B  CotiNTY.  Whereas,  coraplaiot  upon  o«tli  hath  this 
day  been  made  to  ii»,  two  of  the  Juaticea  of  the  Peace  for  the 
SUte  and  county  aforefiaid,  hy  BENJAMIN  HALLET,  of 
the  said  county,  that  tvro  certain  male  slaves  belonging  to 
him,  named  LOTT»  aged  about  twenty-two  years,  ^re  feet 
four  or  five  inchea  high,  and  black,  formerly  belonging  to 
LoTT  Williams*  of  Onslow  county  ;  and  BOB,  aged  about 
sixteen  years,  fire  feet  high,  and  black  ;  have  absented  them- 
aelvea  firom  their  said  master's  senrice,  and  Biipposed  to  be 
lurking  about  this  county,  committing  acts  of  felony  and 
other  misideedfl*  These  are,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the 
State,  aforesaid,  to  command  the  slaves  forthwith  to  return 
home  to  their  masters ;  and  we  do  hereby,  bj  virtue  of  the 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  in  such  cases  made  and  pro- 
vided, intimate  and  declare  that  if  the  said  LOTT  and  BOB 
do  not  return  home  and  surrender  themselvei,  immediately 
after  the  publication  of  these  presents,  that  akt  pehson  mat 
£ILL  ANo  DESTKOY  the  said  slaves,  by  such  meana  as 
he  or  they  may  think  fit,  without  accusation  or  impeachment 
of  any  crime  or  ofieace  for  so  doing,  and  without  incurring 
any  penalty  or  forfeiture  thereby* 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  this  28th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 185iJ. 

W.  N  Pede^-,  X  P.,  [SealO 

W.  C.  BETTKJfcoiTET,  J.  P.  [Seal.] 


xa 


MOHE  ETTDENCK 


225 


Mr  235  EEWAHD.  Two  Httfdred  Dollaes  will  be  given 
for  negro  LOTT,  eithek  bead  ob  alive  ;  and  Twentt-fivb 
DoLLAHs  for  BOB'S  head,  delivered  to  the  aubflcriber  in  the 
town  of  WUmington* 

BENJAMIN  HALLET, 

March  2ndy  XS53. 

There  is  another  evidence  of  a  want  of  happiness 
among  the  slaves,  wMeh  though  silent  and  iin* 
heard,  challenges  contradiction^ — I  mean  the  annual 
escape  of  from  one  to  two  thousand  into  Canada,  in 
spite  not  only  of  the  natural  diificulties  and  priva- 
tions of  the  journey,  hut  also  of  the  fearful  dread  of 
the  consequences  of  re-capture,  Donhtless  some  of 
these  may  he  fleeing  from  the  dread  of  just  pxinish* 
ment  for  offences  against  the  law,  but  none  can 
doubt  that  many  more  are  endeavouring  to  escape 
from  what  they  feel  to  be  cruelty,  injustice,  and 
oppression. 

I  do  not  wish  to  pander  to  a  morhid  appetite  for 
horroi's,  by  gathering  together  onder  one  view  all  the 
various  tales  of  woe  and  misery  which  I  have  heard  of, 
known,  or  seen.  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  prove 
to  any  unprejudiced  person  that  such  tilings  do,  and 
must  ever,  exist  under  the  institution  of  Slavery ;  and 
that  although  the  statements  of  rabid  ahoHtiomsts  are 
often  the  most  unwarranted  exaggerations,  the  all  but 
total  denial  of  tlxeir  occurrence  by  the  slave-ownera  is 
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also  not  correct.  The  conviction  forced  upon  my 
own  mind,  after  much  thought  and  inquiry  on  this 
most  interesting  topic  is,  that  there  are  many  dark 
clouds  of  cruelty  in  a  sky  which  is  hright  with  much 
of  the  truest  and  kindest  sympathy  for  the  poor  slave. 

I  now  propose  to  take  a  short  review  of  the  progress 
and  real  state  of  slavery;  and  I  will  commence  by 
giving  in  extenso  an  enactment  which  materially 
affects  the  negro,  and — as  I  have  before  observed — 
has  more  than  once  threatened  the  Bepublic  with 
disunion : — 

Section  a — Privileges  of  Citizens. — Clause  3.  '  No 
person  held  to  service  or  labour  in  one  State  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  to  another,  shall  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein  be  discharged 
from  such  service  or  labour,  but  shall  be  delivered 
up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labour 
may  be  due/ 

Of  course  the  word  *  slave*  would  have  read  strangely 
among  a  community  who  set  themselves  up  as  the 
champions  of  the  *  equal  rights  of  man;*  but,  it  is 
clear  that,  according  to  this  clause  in  the  constitution 
which  binds  the  Eepublic  together,  every  Free  State  is 
compelled  to  assist  in  the  recapture  of  a  fugitive  slave. 

What  was  the  exact  number  of  slaves  at  the  date 
of  this  law  being  passed^  I  have  not  the  means  of 
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ascertaining:  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  it 
-was  under  900,000;  in  the  Census  of  1850  they 
had  increased  to  3,200,  000.*   There  were  originally 


LUt  of  States  and  Territories  forming  the  Confederation, 
Those  marked  S  are  Slave-holding  States, 


ORIGINAL  STATES. 


New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Ehode  Island 
Connecticut 
New  York 
New  Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania 


Vermont    .    .     . 

.  1791 

8.  Kentucky  .     .     . 

.  1792 

S.  Tennessee  .     . 

.  1796 

Ohio      .     .     . 

.  1802 

S.  Louisiana  .    . 

.  1812 

Indiana      .    . 

.  1816 

8.  Mississippi     . 

.    .  1817 

Illinois  .     .     . 

.     .  1818 

8.  Alabama    .     . 

.    .  1819 

Maine      .    .    . 

.     1820 

8.  Delaware 
S.  Maryland 
8.  Virginia 
8.  North  Carolina 
8.  8outh  Carolina 
8.  Georgia 


NEW  STATES. 

8.  Missouri 
8.  Arkansas 

Michigan 
8.  Florida . 
8.  Texas    . 

Iowa 

Wisconsin 

California 
8.  Nebraska 
8.  Columbia  District 


1821 
1836 
1837 

1845 
1845 
1846 
1848 
1850 

1855 
1791 


TEBBITOBIES. 


Oregon .    . 
Minnesota. 


.  I848 
.  I849 


8.  Utah 1850 

New  Mexico  .     .    .  1850 


^  1  beheve  the  last  slave  has  been  removed  from  New 
Jersey. — H.  A.  M. 

Q2 
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13  States.  At  present  there  are  33 ;  besides  terri- 
tory not  yet  incorporated  into  States.  The  Slave 
States  are  17,  or  more  than  half.  Thus  much  for  in- 
crease of  the  slave  and  the  slave  soil.  But,  it  will 
naturally  he  asked,  how  did  it  happen  that  as  the  ad- 
ditional soil  was  incorporated,  the  sable  workmen 
appeared  as  if  by  magic  ?  The  answer  is  very  simple. 
The  demand  regulated  the  supply,  and  slave  breeding 
became  a  most  important  feature  in  the  system ;  thus 
the  wants  of  the  more  Southern  States  became  regu- 
larly lessened  by  large  drafts  from  Maryland,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Virginia.  Anybody  desirous  of  testing 
the  truth  of  this  statement  will  find  statistical  data 
to  assist  him  in  an  unpretending  volume,  by  Marshall 
Hall,  M.D.,  &c..  On  Twofold  Slavery,  which  I  read 
with  much  interest,  although  I  cannot  agree  with  him 
in  everything.* 

I  am  aware  that  residents  in  these  breeding  States 
are  to  be  found  who  would  scorn  to  utter  a  wilful 
falsehood,  and  who  deny  this  propagation  of  the 
human  chattel  for  the  flesh  market ;  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  unbiased  seeker  after  truth  will 


•  Between  18 10  and  1850  the  slave  population  in  Virginia 
has  only  increased  from  392,000  to  470,000,  while  in  Tenessee 
it  has  increased  from  44,000  to  240,000 ;  and  in  Louisiana, 
fr'>ni  35,000  to  240,000. 
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find  that  such  is  the  case.  And  why  not  ?  Why 
should  those  who  make  their  livelihood  by  trafficking 
in  the  flesh  of  their  fellow-creatures  hesitate  to  in- 
crease their  profits  by  paying  attention  to  the  breed 
ing  of  them  ?  These  facts  do  not  come  under  the 
general  traveller's  eye,  because,  armed  with  letters  of 
introduction,  he  consorts  more  with  worthy  slave- 
owners, who,  occupied  with  the  welfare  of  those 
around  and  dependent  upon  them,  know  little  of  the 
world  beyond ;  in  the  same  way  as  in  England,  a 
Christian  family  may  be  an  example  of  patriarchal 
simplicity  and  of  apostolic  zeal  and  love,  and  yet 
beyond  the  circle  of  their  action,  though  not  very  far 
firom  its  circumference,  the  greatest  distress  and  per- 
haps emehy  may  abound.  How  many  of  the  dark 
spots  on  our  commumty  has  the  single  zeal  of  the 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury  forced  upon  the  public  mind,  of 
which  we  were  utterly  ignorant,  though  living  in  the 
midst  of  them.  The  degraded  female  drudge  in  a 
coal-pit,  the  agonized  infant  in  a  chimney,  and  the 
death-wrought  cliild  in  a  factory— each  and  all  bear 
testimony  to  how  much  of  suffering  may  exist  while 
surrounded  by  those  whose  lives  are  spent  in  Chrisrian 
charity.  And  so  it  is  in  every  community,  Slave 
States  included.  Christian  hearts,  pregnant  with  zeal 
and  love,  are  diffusing  blessings  around  them;  and, 


250  FLESH  ASD  LABOUR.  [CH. 

oocnpied  with  their  noble  work,  they  kaow  little  <d 
the  dark  places  that  hang  on  their  horders.  The 
Southern  planter  and  his  lady  may  be  filled  with  the 
lore  of  a  St.  John,  and  radiate  the  beams  thereof  on 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  under  their  gaaidianship, 
and  then, '  measuring  other  people  s  com  by  their  own 
lovely  bushel,'  they  may  well  hesitate  to  bdieve  in 
the  existence  of  a  profligate  breeding  Pandemonium 
within  the  precincts  of  their  immediate  ooontrj. 
Tet^  alas!  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  does 
exist. 

Let  us  now  fix  our  attention  on  the  actual  fiicts  of 
the  case  which  all  parties  admit.  First,  we  have  a 
slave  population  of  3,200,000.  I  think,  if  I  estimate 
their  marketable  value  at  £80  a  head,  I  shall  be  con- 
siderably  below  the  truth.  That  gives  us,  in  human 
flesh,  £250,000,000.  Secondly,  let  us  take  the  pro- 
duct of  their  labour.  The  Slave  States  raise  annually — 

Biee 2i5,ooo/xx>  lbs. 

Toba^eeo 185,000,000   „ 

Sagar 248,000,000   „ 

Cotton 1,000,000,000   „ 

MolaaeeB 12,000,000  galkns. 

Indian  Com 368,000,000  baihds. 

Estimating  these  at  a  lower  value  than  they  have 
ever  fiiUen  to,  you  have  here  represented  £8o«ooo,coo 


sterling  of  annual  produce  from  the  muscle  and 
sinew  of  the  slave.*  Surely  the  wildest  enthusiast, 
did  lie  but  ponder  over  these  facts,  could  not  fail 
to  pause  ere  he  mounted  the  breach,  shouting 
the  rabid  war-cry  of  abolition,  which  involves  a 
capital  of  ^£35^*^^^^^^?  ^^^  ^^  annual  produce  of 
dE8o,ooo,ooo. 

The  misery  which  an  instantaneous  deliverance 
of  the  slave  would  cause  by  the  all  but  certain 
loss  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  products  above 
enumerated,  must  be  apparent  to  the  least  reflecting 
mind.  If  any  such  schemer  exist,  he  would  do  well 
to  study  the  history  of  our  West  India  islands  since 
their  sudden  emancipation,  especially  since  free- trade 
admitted  slave  produce  on  equal  terms  with  the  pro- 
duce of  free  labour.  Complain  la  of  utter  ruin  are 
loud  and  constant  from  the  proprietors  in  neaiiy 
^very  island ;  they  state,  and  state  with  truth,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  fi:ee  labour  at  a  high  price,  and 
wMch  can  only  be  got  perhaps  for  six  hours  a  day, 
to  compete  with  the  steady  slave  work  of  twelve 
hours  a  day ;  and  they  show  that  slaveholding  com- 
munities have  materially  increased   their  products, 


I 


I  take  no  notice  of  the  varioua  other  valuable  productions 
f  thea«  StaUa :  they  may  fairly  represent  the  produce  of  tke 
white  man's*  labour. 


2^2  EFFECTS  OF  ABOLITION.  [CH. 

which  can  only  have  been  eflfected  by  a  farther  taxing 
of  the  slave's  powers,  or  a  vast  increase  of  fresh  hmnan 
material.*  But  they  farther  complain  that  the  negro 
himself  is  sadly  retrograding.  '  They  attend  less  to 
the  instruction  of  their  religious  teachers ;  they  pay 
less  attention  to  the  education  of  their  children ;  vice 
and  immorality  are  on  the  increase/  &c. — Petition  to 
the  Imperial  Parliament  from  St.  Georges,  Jamaica, 
July,  1852. 

I  might  multiply  such  statements  from  nearly  every 
island,  and  quote  the  authority  even  of  some  of  their 
governors  to  the  same  effect ;  but  the  above  are  suflfi- 
cient  for  my  purpose.  They  prove  three  most  im- 
portant facts  for  consideration,  when  treating  the 
question  of  Slavery.  First,  that  you  may  ruin  the 
planter.  Secondly,  that  you  may  free — ^without 
benefiting — the  slave.  Thirdly,  that  each  State,  as 
it  becomes  free,  tends  to  give  additional  value  to 
the  property  of  those  States  which  choose  to  hold 
on  to  slavery ;  and  all  these  results  may  occur 
despite  the  wisdom  (?)  of  senators,  and  an  indemnity 
of  ^20,000,000. 

Surely,  then,  the  Southern  planter  may  well  assert 
that  he  sees  not  sufficient  inducement  to  follow  our 


•  Vide  vol.  i.,  ch.  xii.,  *  The  Queen  of  the  Antilles.* 


hasty  wholesale  example.      But  while  such  convic- 
tions axe  forced  upon  hira,  he  will  be  a  degenerate  son 
of  energetic  sires,  if  he  he  so  scared  at  our  ill-gucoess 
as  to  fear  to  look  for  some  better  path  to  the  same 
noble  object ;  and  there  is  one  most  important  con- 
sideration whicli  should  impel  himj  while  avoiding  all 
rash  haste,  to  brook  no  dangerous  delay ;  that  con- 
sideration  is,  that  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the 
question  is  increasing  with  feaiful  rapidity,  for  the 
I       slave  population  has  nearly  quadrupled  itself  since 
^Blihe  beginning  of  the  century.     The  capital  involved 
^Bs,  we  have  seen,  gigantic ;  but  the  question  of  nnm- 
'      bers  is  by  far  the  most  perplexing  to  deal  with,  in  a 
^^^ocial  point  of  view.     The  white  population  of  the 
^'Slave  States  is,  in  rough   numbers,  6,000,000 ;  the 
slave  population  is  more  than  3,000,000,  and  the  free 
blacks  250,000.     Does  any  sane  man  beheve  that^  if 
slavery  had  existed  in  Great  Britain,  mid  that  the 
slaves  had  constituted  one-tliird  of  the  population,  we 
should  have  attempted  to  remove  the  black  bar  from 
our  escutcheon,  by  the  same  rapid  and  summary  pro- 
cess  which  we  adopted   to  free   the   negro  in   our 
colonies  ? 
^B    An   American  writer  on  Slavery  has  said,  and  I 
think  most  justly,  *  that  two  distinct  races  of  people, 
nearly    equal   in   numbers,   and    unlike    in    colour, 
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TinmnfflT!^.  ha&ics.  iBftiingr^.  and  sxaa&  of  csrnRzsaiasL  m 

^fffifi    a  fFi»gTrwf  tiiaC  ionalmmmTinn    is  inLDOflBiMflL  GSL- 

nflc  (PPBaL  tzi^Buifflr  in.  ul&  •TwrifT  dnnnnmuv  rmrRgg^  tzi0 
one  be  in  sabjeciiun.  oa  die  ather,'  Sa  fdlLy  anL  I 
(suLvinced  if  die  imdL  af  diis  maxBaaeBOZf  sul  3a  cisr- 
tun.  ant  T  t^ac  evesnr  one  who  ba&  besL  in  a.  Sla^e  i^tass 
TnTTHc  be  ^>Qff4tffif  'if  die  umit  of  it;  t&K  I  feel.  ^"th^.  i£ 
die  SiQUxiL  fiiggd  ttvttcv  ^sFe  GarEnorcDw,  nan  &  wcsemi 
wanid  *»(«n«»  be^biB  escb  Statoe  in.  t&e  UmaiL  widumc 
scBfflSQfln.  would  Qflse  ^izniseii£  Iqdbvs  tn  luttvtiiic:  rft«wg 
««^TTg-  wzdim.  duar  boideaB;  svql  sc  t&is  momeaic 
gffT^b  a,  law  t-weiwtj*  in.  some  St&c^Si. 

Witb.  all  tibeae  £^&eii£ties  aans&uidiv  be&car  tJii»m, 
wbo  *isaL  woudjEX  zhaz.  a  kind-heflcted  piimiBT;  while 
gTtgHTur  oa  die  ahfierm  and  happy  &ces  of  his  wbiL^ 
&d  and  weil-hoiiaeft  -iLavea.  ishauld  Laiik  >iL9Q:afi{;^iIIv  at 
emanciptuiun,  ami  szive  oo  jnscilV  aa  hm  «ianaGie3u;e 
appoariaiL  tao  iurr  pian,  howevigr  gnufnal,  which  Leads 
wuspsoa,  Nev^acdieiesa,  hcrwsv^  ^ad^ied  in  hi»  miTTi? 
rim|:  die  slaves  ars  kiniilv  creatEd,  and  diac  hffisfane^ 
ep^^HL  is  nevor  aaed  he  iiannnr  (lonxeanpiatB  die  mwritn^ 
don.  iTnm  a  smficienn  distance  to  be  bevnnd  its  in.- 
Soeaices.  winionc  leeiins'  dioc  ryrnaniripiiriiin  f»  die  goaL 
tziwuds  which  iiis  dioni^his  i^ianld  e^vijr  bend*  and  diac 
in  prnrpomon.  as  die  ^cs^»  cuwards  it  nmsc  be  grar 
tfniilj  30  ishould  diev  speedilv  aomniQice.     Bat;  how  ? 
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Washington,  while  confessing  his  most  earnest  desire 
for  aholition,  declares  his  conviction  that  *  it  can  only 
be  effected  by  legislative  authority.* 

The  next  chapter  will  detail  such  propositions  as,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  appear  most  worthy  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  with  a  view  to  the  gradual 
removal  of  the  black  star  from  the  striped  banner. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Hints  far  MagUr — Hopes  far  Slare, 

T  WILL  now  suggest  certcm  pn^osab,^  in  the  hope 
-^  that,  while  thej  can  do  no  hitfui,  they  mmj  by 
chjmce  lead  to  some  good  result.  The  first  pccpDsal 
is  a  Tery  old  one,  and  only  made  by  me  now,  heeaiee 
I  consider  it  of  primary  importance^— I  mean  a  '  Free- 
Soil'  bilL  I  adrocate  it  npon  two  distinct  gzovmds — 
the  one  affecting  the  Bepabhc,  the  other  the  sZ&Te^ 
The  Bepablic  sanctions  and  carries  on  the  slaTe-traie 
bj  intTjdaeing  the  institution  into  land  hitherto  firee, 
and  the  slave  throughout  the  Union  has  his  fetters 
tightened  by  the  enhancement  of  his  Talue ;  bat  the 
great  Channing  has  so  fully  and  ably  argued  the 
truth  of  these  evils,  when  treating  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  that  none  but  the  wilfully  blind  can  fiul  to 
be  convinced  ;  in  short,  if  Slavery  is  to  be  introduced 
into  land  hitherto  £ree,  it  is  perhaps  questionable  if  it 
be  not  better  to  send  for  the  ill-used  and  degraded 
slave  from  Africa,  and  leave  the  more  elevated  slave 


*  Manj  of  my  roggeatzooj,  the  reader  will  cbaerre,  ire 
drawn  from  the  Cuba  oide. 
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m  Ms  comparatively  bappy  home  in  the  old  Slave 
States ;  the  plea  may  be  osed  for  hettering  the  condi- 
tion of  the  former,  but  that  plea  eaunot  he  used  for 
the  latter. 

The  next  proposal  ia  one  which,  if  it  came  from  the 
South,  would,  I  suppose,  have  the  support  of  all  the 
kind  masters  in  those  States,  and  most  assiu"edly 
would  find  no  opposition  in  the  Korth,  —  1  mean 
the  expulsion  from  the  Constitution  of  that  law  by 
which  fugitive  slaves  are  forced  to  he  given  up.^ 
If  the  proposal  came  from  the  North,  it  would 
naturally  excite  ill-feeling  in  the  South,  after  all 
the  angry  passions  which  abolition  crusading  has  set 
in  action ;  but  the  South  might  easily  propose  it: 
and  when  we  see  the  ao counts  of  the  afiectionate  at* 
tachment  of  the  slaves  to  their  masters,  and  of  the 
kindness  with  which  they  are  treated,  in  proportion 
as  such  statements  are  correct,  so  ^vill  it  follow  as  a 
consequence,  that  none  but  those  who  are  driven  to 
it  by  cruelty  will  wish  to  leave  their  snug  homes  and 
families,  to  seek  for  peace  in  the  chilly  winters  of  the 
North*  And  surely  the  slaves  who  are  victims  of 
cruelty,  every  kind*  hearted  slave -master  would  rejoice 
to  see  escaping ;  it  would  only  be  tlie  compulsory 
..giving  up  of  fugitives,  except  for  criminal  offences, 

■  Vide  page  336. 
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which  would  be  expunged;  each  individnal  State 
would  be  able,  if  desirous,  to  enter  into  any  mutnal 
arrangement  with  any  other  State,  according  to  their 
respeetive  necesaities.  This  proposal  has  two  ad- 
Tan  tages  :  one,  that  it  removes  a  bone  of  bitter  con- 
tention eyer  ready  to  be  thrown  down  between  the 
North  and  the  South ;  and  the  other,  that  it  opens 
a  small  loophole  for  the  oppressed  to  escape  from  the 
oppressor. 

The  next  proposal  I  have  to  make,  is  one  which, 
as  every  year  makes  it  more  difficult,  merits  imme- 
diate attention, — and  that  is,  the  providing  a  territory 
of  refuge.  No  one  for  a  moment  can  doubt  that  the 
foundation  of  Liberia  was  aa  act  of  truly  philan* 
thropic  intent,  reflecting  credit  upon  all  parties  con- 
cerned in  it;  but  it  must,  I  fear,  be  acknowledged 
that  it  ifl  totally  unequal  to  the  object  in  view.  No 
fhither  evidence  of  this  need  be  adduced,  than  the 
simple  fact,  that,  for  every  negro  sent  to  Liberia, 
nearer  twenty  than  ten  are  bom  in  the  States. 
Dame  Partington's  effort  to  sweep  back  the  incoming 
tide  with  a  hair-broom  promised  better  hopes  of  suc- 
cess ;  a  brigade  of  energetic  firemen  would  drain  off 
Lake  Superior  in  a  much  shorter  space  of  time,  than 
Uberian  colonization  would  remove  one-third  of  the 
slave  population.     The  scheme  is  in  the  right  direc- 
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tioDj  bet  as  iDsufficient  to  overcome  tbe  difficulty  as 
a  popgun  is  to  breach  a  fortified  city  ;  tbe  only  metbod 
of  eifectually  enabling  tbe  system  of  colonization  to  be 
carritid  out,  is — in  my  bumble  opinion — hj  setting 
apart  some  portion  of  the  unoccupied  territory  of  the 
Union  as  a  negro  colony.     In  making  tbe  selection, 
a  suitable  climate  should  be  considered,  injustice  to 
tbe  health  of  tbe  negro,  as  it  is  clear,  from  the  fate  of 
those  who  fly  from  persecution  to  Canada,  that  they 
are  unable  to  resist  cold ;  and  proximity  to  tbe  ocean 
is   desirable,   as   affording  a   cheap    conveyance  for 
those  who  become  manumitted :    the   expense  of  a 
passage  to  Liberia  is  one  great  obstacle  to  its  utility. 
Tbe  quantity  of  land  required  for  such  a  purpose 
would  be  very  small ;  and  stringent  regulations  as  to 
the   negro   leaving  tbe   territory  so  granted,  would 
effectually  prevent  any  inconvenience  to  the  neigb- 
hooring  States.     I  have  before  shown  that  tbe  com- 
parative   number    of    whites    and    blacks  —  whites 
6,000^000,  and  blacks  3,ocx:>,ooo — renders  it  all  but, 
if  not  quite,  impossible  for  tbe  two  races  to  live  to- 
gether free.     I  have  also  shown  that  the  Northern 
States  either  refiise  to  admit  them,  or  pass  such  laws 
respecting  them,  that  slavery  under  a  good  master  is 
a  paradise  by  comparison*    I  have  farther  shown  that 
Liberia  is,  from  its  distance,  so  expensive  for  their 
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length  from  four  to  five  feet.  Thirdly,  the  strap,  i.  e., 
a  piece  off  the  end  of  a  stiff  heavy  horse's  trace,  and 
ahont  three  or  three  and  a  half  feet  in  length,  Poiirthly, 
the  paddle;  i.e.,  a  piece  of  white  oalf  about  an  inch 
thick  all  through,  the  handle  ahout  two  inches  broad, 
and  rather  more  than  two  feet  long,  the  blade  about 
nine  inches  lon^  by  four  and  a  quarter  broad.  The 
two  latter  implements  I  found  upon  inquiry  were 
of  modern  date,  and  the  reason  of  their  introductitjn 
w^as,  that  the  mai'ks  of  the  punishment  inflicted  there* 
by  became  more  speedily  effaced ;  and  as  upon  the 
sale  of  a  slave,  if,  when  examined,  marks  of  punish- 
ment are  clearly  developed,  bis  price  suffers  from  the 
impression  of  his  being  obstreperous,  the  above- 
named  articles  of  punishment  came  into  favour. 

The  foregoing  observations — ^without  entering  into 
the  respective  merits  of  the  four  instiiiments— are 
sufficient  to  prove  that  no  one  definite  implement  for 
corporal  punishment  is  established  by  law,  and  con- 
sequently, that  any  enactment  appointing  a  limit  to 
the  number  of  stripes  which  may  be  given  is  an 
absurdity,  however  w^ell  intended.  Forty  stripes  is 
I  believe  the  authorized  number.  A  certain  number 
of  blows,  if  given  with  a  dog- whip,  would  inflict  no 
injury  beyond  the  momentary  pain,  whereas  the  same 
number  inflicted  with  a  heavy  walking-stick  might 
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lame  a  man.  for  life.  Again,  I  know  of  no  law  in  the 
States  prohibiting  the  fcorporal  punishmeni  of  any 
alaTe,  of  whtitever  age  or  sex  ;  at  all  events,  grown-up 
girls  and  mothers  of  families  are  doomed  to  have 
their  persons  exposed  to  receive  its  infliction.  Of  this 
latter  fact,  I  am  positive,  though  I  cannot  say  whether 
the  practice  is  general  or  of  rare  occurrence. 

I  have  entered  rather  fully  into  a  description 
of  the  implements  of  punishment,  to  show  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  make  the  following  pro- 
posals : — First,  that  a  proper  instrument  for  flogging 
be  authoii2ed  by  law,  and  that  the  employment  of 
any  other  he  severely  punished.  Secondly,  that  the 
number  of  lashes  a  master  may  inflict,  or  order  to 
be  inflicted,  be  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  that  while 
a  greater  number  of  lashes  are  permitted  for  grave 
oflfences,  they  be  only  administered  on  the  authority 
of  a  jury  or  a  given  number  of  magistrates.  Thirdly, 
that  common  decency  be  no  longer  outraged  by  any 
girl  above  fifteen  receiving  corporal  punishment* 
Fourtlily,  that  by  State  enactment — as  it  now  some- 
times is  by  municipal  regulation — ^no  master  in  any 


•  In  Peru,  the  maximum  of  stripes  tlie  law  permits  to  be 
inflicted  is  twelve ;  and  girls  above  fourteen,  married  woraea, 
lathers  of  children,  and  old  men^  are  exempt  from  the  lash. 
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town  be  permitted  to  inflict  corporal  puninlimeut  on  a 
slave  above  fifteea ;  tbose  who  have  passed  that  age 
to  be  sent  to  the  jail,  or  some  authorized  phice,  to 
receive  their  punishment,  a  faitliful  record  whereof, 
including  slave  and  owner's  names,  to  be  kept.  My 
reasons  for  this  proposal  are,  that  a  man  will  fre- 
quently punish  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  when  a 
Uttle  reflection  would  subdue  his  anger,  and  save 
the  culprit.  Also,  that  it  is  my  firm  conviction 
that  a  great  portion  of  the  cruelty,  of  which  slaves 
are  the  victims,  is  caused  by  half  educated  owners 
of  one  or  two  slaves,  who  are  chiefly  to  be  found 
in  to\nis,  and  upon  whom  such  a  law  might 
operate  as  a  wholesome  check.  Such  a  law  would 
doubtless  be  good  in  all  cases,  but  the  distances  of 
plantations  from  towns  would  render  it  impossible  to 
be  carried  out,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  no  sug- 
gestion to  make  by  which  the  slaves  on  plantations 
might  be  protected,  in  those  cases  where  the  absence 
of  the  owners  leaves  them  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
driver,  which  I  believe  io  be  the  cause  of  by  far  the 
greatest  amount  of  suffering  they  endure,  though  I 
trust  many  drivers  are  just  and  merciful.  Fifthly, 
that  the  law  by  which  negroes  can  hold  slaves  should 
immediately  be  aboUshed.  The  white  man  holding  a 
slave  is  bad  enough,  but  nothing  can  justify  the 
R  Z 


toleration  of  the  negro  holding  his  own  flesh  and 
blood  in  fetters,  especially  when  the  door  of  Education 
is  hermetically  sealed  against  him. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  suggestions  for  the  re- 
gulation of  punishment,  I  would  propose  that  any 
master  proved  guilty  of  inflicting  or  tolerating  gro68 
cruelty  upon  a  slave,  should  forfeit  every  slave  he 
may  possess  to  the  State,  and  he  rendered  incapable 
of  again  holding  them,  and  that  copies  of  such  deci- 
sions be  sent  to  each  county  in  the  State,  In  con- 
nexion with  this  subject,  there  is  another  point  of 
considerable  importance — viz.,  the  testimony  of  slaves* 
As  matters  now  stand,  or  are  likely  to  stand  for  some 
time  to  come,  there  appear  insuperable  objections  to 
the  testimony  of  a  slave  being  received  on  a  par  with 
that  of  a  white  man^,  and  this  constitutes  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  in  enabling  the  negro  to  obtain 
jusUce  for  any  injury  he  may  have  sustaiued.  It  ap- 
pears to  Diej  however,  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
this  difficulty  might  be  removed  by  admitting  a  certain 
number  of  slaves — say  three^ — ^to  constitute  one  witnese. 
Cross-examination  would  easily  detect  combination  or 
falsehood,  and  a  severe  punishment  attached  to  such 
an  offence  would  act  as  a  powerful  anddote  to  its 
oommiBsion.  Until  some  system  is  arranged  for 
receiving  negro  evidence  in  some  shape,  he  must  con- 
tinue the  hopeless  victim  of  frequent  injustice. 
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The  next  subject  I  propose  to  consider  is  a  legal- 
ized system,  having-  for  its  object  the  freedom  of  the 
slave.  To  accomplish  this  I  would  suggest  that  the 
State  should  fix  a  fair  scale  of  prices,  at  ivhich  the  slave 
might  purchase  bis  freedom,  one  price  for  males  and 
another  for  females  under  twenty,  and  a  similar  ar- 
rangement of  price  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  fifty, 
after  which  age  the  slave  to  be  free  and  receive  some 
fixed  assistance,  either  from  the  State  or  the  master, 
as  might  be  thought  most  just  and  expedient.  To 
enable  the  slave  to  take  advantage  of  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  his  freedom,  it  would  he  requisite  that  the 
State  should  have  banks  appointed  in  which  he  might 
deposit  his  savings  at  fair  interest ;  but  to  enable  bira 
to  have  something  to  deposit,  it  is  also  rerjuisite  that 
some  law  should  be  passed  compelling  owners  to 
allow  a  slave  certain  portions  of  time  to  work  out  for 
himself,  or  if  preferred,  to  work  for  the  master,  re 
ceiving  the  ordinary  wages  for  the  time  so  employed^ 
and  this,  of  course,  in  addition  to  the  Sunday.  As, 
however,  among  so  many  masters,  some  will  he  cruel 
and  do  their  utmost  to  negative  any  merciful  laws 
which  the  State  may  enact,  I  would  for  the  protection 
of  the  slave  propose  that,  if  he  feel  discontented  with 
the  treatment  of  his  master,  he  be  allowed  to  claim 
the  right  of  being  publicly  sold,  upon  giving  a  certidn 
number  of  days*  warning  of  such  desire  on  his  part ; 
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or  if  he  can  find  any  slave-owner  who  will  give  the 
price  fixed  by  law — as  before  suggested — and  is  will- 
ing to  take  him^  his  master  to  be  hound  10  deliver 
him  up.  With  regard  to  the  sale  of  slaves,  I  think 
humanity  will  justify  me  in  proposing  that  no  slave 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  be  sold  or  transferred  to 
another  owner  without  the  parents  also  ;  and  secondly, 
that  husband  and  wife  be  never  sold  or  transferred 
separately,  except  it  be  by  their  own  consent.  How* 
ever  rarely  such  separations  may  take  place  at  present, 
there  is  no  law  to  prevent  the  cruel  act,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  it  takes  place  much  oftener 
than  many  of  my  kind-hearted  plantation  friends 
would  be  ready  to  admit. 

Looking  forward  to  the  gradual,  but  ultimately 
total  abolition  of  slavery,  I  would  next  suggest  that 
after  a  certain  date — say  ten  year&— *every  slave,  upon 
reaching  thirty  years  of  age,  he  apprenticed  by  his 
master  to  some  trade  or  occupation  for  five  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time  he  he  free;  after  another 
fixed  period — say  ten  years — all  slaves  above  twenty 
years  of  age  be  similarly  treated ;  and  after  a  third 
period,  I  would  propose  that  the  United  States  should 
follow  the  noble  example  long  since  set  them  by 
Pem,  and  make  it  an  integral  part  of  their  constitu- 
tion that '  no  one  is  horn  a  slave  in  the  Republic/ 


The  next  proposal  I  have  to  make  is  one  which  I 
cannot  but  hope  that  all  Americang  will  feel  the 
propriety  of,  inasmuch  as  the  present  system  is,  in  my 
estimation^  one  the  blackest  of  features  of  the  insti- 
tution we  are  considering.  I  allude  to  the  slavery 
of  Americans  themselves.  In  nearly  every  civilized 
nation  in  the  world,  blood  is  considered  to  run  in  the 
father's  line,  and  although  illegitimacy  forfeits  in- 
heritance, it  never  forfeits  citizenship.  How  is  it  in 
the  United  States  ?  There  the  white  mans  offspring 
is  to  he  seen  in  fetters — The  hlood  of  the  free  in  the 
market  of  the  slave.  No  one  can  have  travelled  in  the 
Southern  States  without  having  this  sad  fact  forced 
upon  his  obsen^ation.  Over  and  over  again  have  I 
seen  features,  dark  if  you  will,  but  wliich  showed  un- 
mistakeably  the  white  man's  share  in  their  parentage. 
Nay,  more — T  have  seen  slaves  that  in  Europe  would 
pass  for  German  blondes.  Can  anything  be  imagined 
more  horrible  than  a  free  nation  trafficking  in  the  hlood 
of  its  co-citizens  ?  Is  it  not  a  diabolical  premium  on 
iniquity,  that  the  fruit  of  sin  can  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  sinner?  Though  the  bare  idea  may 
well  nauseate  the  kind  and  benevolent  among  the 
Southerners,  the  pioof  of  parentage  is  stamped  by 
Providence  on  the  features  of  the  victims,  and  their 
slavery  is  incontrovertible  evidence  that  the  oflspring 


of  Calambia  e  sons  m%j  be  sold  at  hnmazi  sbiiinble& 
£ren  in  Mussulman  law,  the  ofbpdng  of  the 
by  her  master  is  declared  free ;  and  shall  it  b 
the  followers  of  Christ  are,  in  any  one  point  of  men^, 
behind  the  followera  of  the  labe  pro^et  ?  Mj  pro- 
poaitioni  then,  is,  that  ererj  shrre  who  is  not  of  ptune 
African  bloody  and  who  has  reached,  or  shall  readt, 
the  age  of  thirty^  be  apprenticed  to  some  trade  fair  five 
years,  and  then  become  fr^e ;  and  that  all  who  shall 
siibseqtientlT  be  so  bom,  be  free  from  their  birth, 
and  of  course,  that  the  mother  who  is  proTed  thus  to 
have  been  the  victim  of  the  white  man  a  passion  be 
manomitted  as  well  as  her  child. 

I  make  no  proposal  about  the  spiritnal  instmetion 
of  the  slaTC,  as  I  believe  that  as  much  is  given  at 
present  as  any  legialadve  enactment  would  be  likely 
to  procure  ;  hut  I  have  gne  more  suggestion  to  make;, 
and  it  is  one  without  which  I  fear  any  number  of 
acts  which  might  be  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
slave,  would  lose  the  greater  portion  of  their 
That  suggestion  is,  the  appointment  of  a  suffie 
number  of  officers,  selected  from  persons  known  to 
be  friendly  to  the  slave,  to  whom  the  duty  of  aeetng 
the  enactments  strictly  carried  out  should  be  delegated. 

While  ruminating  on  the  foregoing  pages,  a  kind 
of  vision  passed  before  my  mind.     I  beheld  a  depnta- 
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tion  of  Republicans — -among  wliom  was  one  lady — 
approaching  rae.  Having  stated  that  they  had  read 
my  remarks  upon  Slavery,  I  immediately  became 
impressed  in  their  favour,  and  could  not  refuse  the 
audience  they  requested.  I  soon  found  the  deputation 
consisted  of  people  of  totally  different  views,  and  con- 
sequently each  addressed  me  separately. 

The  first  was  an  old  geotlemanj  and  a  determined 
advocate  of  the  institution.  He  said,  *  Your  remarks 
are  all  bosh  ;  the  African  race  were  bom  slaves,  and 
have  been  so  for  centuries,  and  are  fit  for  nothing 
else/ — I  replied,  '  I  am  quite  aware  of  the  effect  of 
breeding ;  we  have  a  race  of  dog  in  England  which, 
from  their  progenitors  of  many  successive  genera- 
tions having  had  their  tails  cut  off  in  puppyhood, 
now  breed  their  species  without  tails;  nay,  more — 
what  are  all  our  sporting  dogs  hut  evidence  of  the 
same  fact?  A  pointer  puppy  stands  instinctively  at 
game,  and  a  young  hound  will  run  a  fox  ;  take  the 
trouble,  for  many  generations,  to  teach  the  hound  to 
point  and  the  pointer  to  run,  and  their  two  instincts 
will  become  entirely  changed.  The  fact,  sir,  is  that  the 
African  having  been  bred  a  slave  for  so  many  genera* 
tions  is  one  great  cause  of  his  lower  order  of  intellect; 
breed  him  free  and  educate  him,  and  yon  will  find  the 
same  result  in  him  as  in  the  dog.' — He  was  about  to 


reply,  when  another  of  the  depatation  rose  and  re- 
minded him  they  had  agreed  to  make  but  one  ob- 
serration  eaeh,  and  to  receive  one  answer.  I  rejoiced 
at  tliis  arrangement^  as  it  saved  me  trouble  and  gave 
me  the  last  word. 

A  very  touchy  little  slaveholder  next  addressed 
me,  saying,  '  Pray,  sir,  why  can't  you  leave  us  alone, 
and  mind  your  own  business  ?'— I  replied,  *  As  for 
leaving  you  alone,  I  am  quite  ready  to  do  so  when 
you  have  left  the  negro  alone  ;  but  as  for  exelusiTely 
attending  to  my  own  business,  that  would  be  far  too 
dtill;  besides,  it  is  human  nature  to  interfere  with 
other  people's  affairs,  and  I  can't  go  against  nature/ — 
He  retired,  biting  his  lip,  and  as  the  door  closed,  I 
thought  I  heard  the  words  *  Meddling  ass  !*^ — ^but  I 
wont  be  sure. 

Next  came  a  swaggering  bully  of  a  slave-driver, 
evidently  bred  in  the  North.  He  said,  *  This,  sir,  is  a 
free  country  ;  why  mayn't  every  master  wallop  his  own 
nigger?' — I  thought  it  best  to  cut  him  short;  so  I 
said,  '  Because,  if  freedom  is  perfect,  such  a  pemus* 
sion  would  involve  its  opposite — viz.,  that  every 
nigger  may  wallop  his  own  master;  and  your  ante- 
cedents, I  guess,  might  make  such  a  law  peculiarly 
objectionable  to  ypu  personally.* — He  retired,  eyeing 
first  me  and  then  his  cowhide  in  a  very  significant 
manner. 
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The  next  spokesman  was  a  clerical  slaveliolderj 
with  a  very  stifi*  and  very  white  neckcloth,  hair 
straight  and  long»  and  a  sanctified,  reproof-fnl  voice. 
*  Sir/  sftid  he^  '  why  endeavour  to  disturb  an  institu* 
tion  that  Scripture  sanctions,  and  which  provides  90 
large  a  field  for  the  ministrations  of  kindness  and 
sympathy^two  of  the  most  tender  Christian  virtues  ?' 
A  crocodile  tear  dropped  like  a  full  stop  to  finish  his 
sentence.  Irascibility  and  astonishment  were  strag- 
gUng  within  me  when  I  heard  his  speech  ;  but  memory 
hrougbt  St.  Paul  to  my  aid,  who  reminded  me  be 
had  before  written  certain  words  to  the  Corinthian 
Churcb^ — '  Satan  himself  is  transformed  into  an  angel 
of  light ;  therefore  it  is  no  great  thing  if  bis  minis- 
ters also  he  transformed/  &c.  Thereupon  I  became 
calmer,  and  replied,  '  Sir,  you  are  perfectly  aware 
that  our  Saviours  mission  was  to  the  heart  of  man, 
and  not  to  the  institutions  of  man.  Did  He  not  in- 
struct liis  subjugated  countrymen  to  pay  tribute  to 
CflBsar  ?  and  did  He  not  set  the  example  in  his  own 
person  ?  Did  He  not  instruct  his  disciples  in  the 
same  breath,  '  Fear  God  :  honour  the  king  T — and 
is  it  not  elsewhere  written,  *But  I  say  unto  you, 
that  ye  resist  not  evil  ?'  You  are  also  perfectly 
aware  that  the  American  colonies  refused  to  pay 
tribute  to  their  Co3sar,  refused  to  honour  their  king, 
and    did  resist  the    evil.      Now,    sir,   these   things 
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being  so,  you  are  compelled  to  admit  one  of  two 
alternatives — either  the  whole  of  yoor  coiintrj'meii 
are  rebels  against  the  Most  High,  and  therefore 
aliens  from  God,  or  else,  as  I  before  said,  the 
znisfiioQ  of  the  Gospel  is  to  the  hearts  and  not  lo 
the  inatitntioDS  of  man.  I  see,  sir,  by  the  way  you 
winced  tmder  the  term  *  rebel/  that  you  accept  the 
latter  alternative,  If^  then,  it  he  addressed  to  the  heart 
of  man,  it  is  through  that  channel— as  it  becomes 
enlarged  by  those  virtnes  of  which  yoo  &poke,  kind- 
ness and  sympathy — ^that  human  institutions  are  to 
become  modified  to  suit  the  growing  intelligence  and 
growing  wants  of  the  human  race,  the  golden  rule 
for  man's  guidance  being.  Do  as  you  would  be  done 
by.  Be  kind  enough^  sir,  to  look  at  Mr.  Sambo  CsBsar 
working  under  the  lash  in  a  Carolina  rice  swamp; 
behold  Mrs.  Sambo  Cesair  torn  from  his  bosom,  and 
working  under  the  same  coercive  banner  in  Maryland ; 
and  little  Master  Pompey,  the  only  pledge  of  their 
affections,  on  his  way  to  Texas.  Is  not  this  a  beautiful 
comment  on  the  Divine  command,  *  Love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyself?  Permit  me,  sir,  with  all  due  respect^ 
to  urge  you  not  to  rest  satisfied  with  preaching 
Christian  resignation  to  the  slave,  and  Chiistiaii 
kindness  to  the  owner,  but  to  seize  every  opportunity 
of  fearlessly  asserting  that  slavery  is  at  variance  with 
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the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  and  therefore  that  it  behoves 
all  Christians  so  to  modify  and  change  the  laws 
respecting  it,  as  gradually  to  lead  to  its  total  ex* 
tinction.  Good  morning/ — The  reverend  gentleman, 
who  during  the  latter  part  of .  my  observations  had 
buried  his  hands  in  the  bottom  of  his  tail  pockets, 
no  sooner  saw  that  I  had  finished  my  remai'ks,  than 
he  hastily  withdrew  his  hands^  exhibiting  in  one  a 
Testament,  in  the  other  a  Concordance;  he  evidently 
was  rampant  for  controversy,^,  but  the  next  deputy, 
who  thought  I  had  already  devoted  an  unfair  pro- 
portion of  time  to  the  minister,  reminded  him  of  the 
regulations,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire,  another 
deputy  opening  the  door  for  him  as  both  his  hands 
were  fiill. 

The  deputy  who  next  rose  to  address  me  was 
accompanied  by  the  lady,  whom  of  course  I  begged 
to  be  seated.  The  husband — for  such  he  proved  to  be 
- — then  spoke  as  follows  : — '  Sir,  my  wife  and  I  have 
now  been  in  possession  of  a  plantation  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  During  all  that  period  the  rod  has 
scarcely  ever  been  used,  except  occasionally  to  some 
turbulent  little  boy.  We  have  built  cottages  for  our 
slaves;  we  allow  them  to  breed  poultry,  which  we 
purchase  from  them  ;  old  slaves  are  carefully  nurtured 
and  exempt  from  labour;  the  sick  have  the  best  of 


medical  attendance,  and  are  in  many  cases  ministered 
to  hj  my  wile  and  daughter ;  the  practical  truths  of 
Cbrisdonity  are  regularly  taught  to  them ;  and  erery 
slaye^  I  am  sure^  looks  upon  me  and  my  family  as  his 
truest  friends*  This  happy  state,  this  patriarchal 
relationship,  your  proposals,  if  carried  oat,  would 
completely  overthrow.' — He  was  then  silent,  and  his 
wife  howed  an  assent  to  the  ohservations  he  had 
made.  My  heart  was  touched  with  the  picture  of 
the  little  negro  paradise  which  he  had  given,  and  I 
replied,  as  mildly  as  possible,  *  The  sketch  you  have 
so  admirably  drawn,  and  every  word  of  which  I  fully 
believe,  is  indeed  one  which  might  dispose  me  to 
abandon  my  proposals  for  change,  did  any  one  which 
I  had  made  interfere  with  the  continuance  of  your 
benevolent  rule,  as  long  as  slavery  exists ;  hut  I  must 
call  your  attention  to  an  important  fact  which  you, 
I  fear,  have  quite  overlooked  during  your  twenty 
years  of  kind  rule*  To  be  brief — the  cheerful  homes 
of  your  happy  negro  families  can  afford  no  possib 
consolation  to  the  less  fortunate  negroes,  whose  wii 
and  children  are  torn  from  their  bosoms  and  sold  in 
separate  lots  to  different  parts  of  the  Union ;  nor  will 
the  knowledge,  that  on  your  plantation  the  rod  only 
falls  occasionally  on  some  turbulent  child,  be  any 
comfort   to  grown-up  negroes   and   negresses  while 


writhing  under  thirty  or  forty  stripes  from  the  cow- 
hide or  paddle*  Coothiue,  most  excellent  people, 
your  present  merciful  rule ;  strive  to  secure  to  every 
negro  the  same  treatment ;  and  if  you  find  that  im- 
possible, join  the  honourable  ranks  of  the  temperute 
and  gradual  abolitionist  and  colonizer/ — They  listened 
patiently  to  my  observations^  smiled  quietly  at  the 
vanity  which  they  thought  the  last  sentence  exhibited, 
and  retired. 

Scarce  had  the  last  charming  couple  disappeared, 
when  a  deputy  arose,  the  antipodes  of  the  last  speaker; 
his  manner  was  so  arrogant,  I  instantly  suspected  his 
ignorance,  and  his  observations  showed  such  painful 
sensitiveness,  that  they  were  evidently  the  production 
of  an  accusing  conscience.  His  parentage  I  could 
not  ascertain  accurately;  hut  being  a  slight  judge  of 
horseflesh,  I  should  suspect  he  was  by  '  Slavebully* 
out  of  *  Kantankerousina,* — a  breed  by  no  means  rare 
in  America,  but  thought  very  little  of  by  the  knowing 
ones.  On  referring  to  the  Hst,  I  found  he  was  entered 
as  'Kecriminator,*  and  that  the  rest  of  the  deputation 
had  refused  to  give  him  a  warranty.  He  sprang  up 
with  angry  activity;  he  placed  his  left  hand  on 
his  breast,  the  right  he  extended  with  cataleptic 
rigidity,  and  with  an  expression  of  countenance  which 
I  can  only  compare  to  that  of  an  injured  female  of 


Qaifotlesa  Wrtue,  he  began,  '  You,  sir, — je^  I  sar, 
Toti.  air, — you  preifmne  to  speak  of  the  slave,— joo^^ 
»r,  who  come  from  a  nation  of  slaves,  whose  ramp«fl^4 
aristocrats  feed  on  the  blood  of  their  serfs,  where  tiile 
is  another  word  for  villanT,  and  treads  honesty  be- 
neath its  iron  heel !  Yon,  sir,  yon  offiar  miggtai&ooM 
for  the  benefit  of  a  country  whose  prosperity  excites 
your  jealoQsy,  and  whose  institntions  arouse  minted 
feelings  of  hatred  and  fear!  Go  home,  sir, — go  home! 
— no  more  of  your  canting  hypocrisy  about  the  lusty 
negro  1  go  bome»  sir,  I  say — enrich  your  own  poor, 
clothe  your  own  naked,  and  feed  your  own  starving  ? 
— the  negro  here  is  better  off  than  most  of  them ! 
Imitate  the  example  of  this  free  and  enlightened 
nation,  where  every  citizen  is  an  independent  sove- 
reign ;  send  your  royalty  and  aristocracy  to  all  mighty 
smash, — ^raise  the  cap  of  liberty  on  the  lofty  pole  of 
Democracy,  and  let  the  sinews  of  men  obtain  their  just 
triumphs  over  the  flimsy  rubbish  of  intellect  and 
capital.  Tyranny  alone  makes  differences.  All  men 
are  equal  I' — He  concluded  his  harangue  just  in  time 
to  save  a  fit,  for  it  was  given  with  all  the  fuss  and 
fury  of  a  penny  theatre  King  Bichard, — in  fistct,  I  felt 
at  one  time  strongly  inclined  to  call  for  *  a  horse; — but 
having  accepted  the  deputation,  I  was  bound  to  treat 
its  members  with  courtesy,  so  I  replied,  '  Sir,  your 
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elegantly  expressed  opinions  of  royalty,  &c.,  require 
nothing  but  ordinary  knowledge  to  show  their  ab- 
surdity, so  I  will  not  detain  yon  by  dwelling  on  that 
subject;  but,  sir,  you  studiously  avoid  alluding  to 
the  condition  of  the  slave,  and,  by  seeking  for  a  fault 
elsewhere,  endeavour  to  throw  a  cloak  over  the  sub- 
ject of  this  meeting.  You  tell  me  the  poor  in  Eng- 
land need  much  clothing  and  food,^that  is  very  true ; 
but,  sir,  if  every  pauper  had  a  fur  cloak  and  a  round 
of  beef,  I  cannot  sec  the  advantage  the  negro  would 
derive  therefrom.  Again,  sir,  you  say  the  negro  is 
better  ofl'  than  many  of  our  poor, — so  he  is  far  better 
off  than  many  of  the  drunken  rowdies  of  your  own 
large  towns ;  yet  I  have  never  heard  it  suggested  that 
they  should  be  transformed  into  slaves,  by  way  of 
bettering  tlieir  condition.  Take  my  advice,  sir, — 
before  you  throw  stones,  be  sure  that  there  is  not 
a  pane  of  glass  in  your  cap  of  Liberty  big  enough  for 
3,000,000  of  slaves  to  look  through.  And  pray,  sir, 
do  not  forget,  *  Tyranny  alone  mokes  differences. 
All  men  are  equal !' ' 

A  slam  of  the  door  announced  the  departure  and 
the  temper  of  Recriminator,  and  it  also  brought  upon 
his  feet  another  deputy  who  had  kept  hitherto  quite  in 
the  background.  He  evidently  was  anxious  for  a 
private  audience,  but  that  being  impossible^  he  whis* 
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pered  in  my  ear,  '  Sir,  I  am  an  abolitioniat,  sUck 
straight  off,  and  all  I  have  got  to  say  18,  that  you  are 
H  soap  suddy,  milk-and-water  friend  to  the  slave,  fii 
it  how  you  will' — Seeing  he  was  impatient  to  be  off 
I  whispered  him  in  reply,  *  Sir,  there  is  an  old  prayer 
that  has  often  been  uttered  with  great  sincerity,  and 
is  probably  being  so  uttered  now  by  more  than  one 
intelligent  slave :  it  is  this,  '  Good  Lord,  save  me 
from  my  friends/  The  exertions  of  your  party,  sir, 
remind  me  much  of  those  of  a  man  who  went  to  pull 
a  friend  out  of  the  mud,  but,  by  a  zeal  without  discre- 
tion, he  jumped  on  his  friend's  head,  and  stuck  him 
faster  than  ever/ 

When  he  disappeared,  1  was  in  hopes  it  was  all  over; 
but  a  very  mild-tempered-looking  man,  with  a  broad 
intelligent  forehead,  got  up,  and  approaching  me  in 
the  most  friendly  manner,  said,  'Sir,  I  both  admit  and 
deplore  the  evil  of  the  institution  you  have  been  dis- 
cussing, but  its  stupendous  difficulties  require  a  much 
longer  residence  than  yours  has  been  to  fathom  them ; 
and  until  they  are  fully  fathomed,  the  remedies  pro- 
posed must  he  in  many  eases  very  unsuitable,  un- 
called for^  and  insufficient.  However,  sir,  I  accept 
your  remarks  in  the  same  friendly  spirit  as  I  am  sure 
you  have  oflfered  them*  Permit  me,  at  the  same  time, 
as  one  many  years  your  senior,  to  say,  that  in  cousi- 
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deriug  your  proposals  I  sbaU  separate  the  chaff — of 
-whicli  there  is  a  good  deal — from  the  wheat — of  which 
there  is  some  little :  the  latter  I  shall  gather  into  my 
mind's  garner,  and  I  trust  it  will  fall  on  good  soil.' — I 
took  the  old  gentleman's  baud  and  shook  it  warmly, 
and,  as  he  retired,  T  made  up  my  mind  he  was  the 
sensible  slave-owner. 

I  was  about  to  leave  the  scene,  quite  delighted  that 
the  ordeal  was  over,  when,  to  my  horror^  I  heard  a 
strong  Northern  voice  calling  out  lustily,  *  Stranger, 
I  guess  I  have  a  word  for  you/ — On  turning 
rotmd  I  beheld  a  man  with  a  keen  Hebrew  eye,  an 
Alleghany  ridge  nose,  and  a  chin  Uke  the  rounded 
half  of  a  French  roll.  I  was  eN^dently  alone  with  a 
'cute  man  of  dollars  and  cents.  On  my  fionling  him, 
he  said  with  Spartan  brevity,  '  Who's  to  pay  ?* — Con- 
ceive, oh  reader !  my  consternation  at  being  called  upon 
to  explain  who  was  to  make  compensation  for  the  sweep- 
ing away — to  a  considerable  extent,  at  all  events^ — of 
what  represented  in  Imman  flesh,  £250,000,000,  and 
in  the  produce  of  its  labour  £80,000,000  annually ! 

Answer  I  must;  so,  putting  on  an  Exchequery  ex- 
pression, I  said,  'Sir,  if  a  national  stain  is  to  be 
washed  out,  the  nation  are  in  honour  bound  to  pay 
for  the  soap.  England  has  set  you  a  noble  example 
under  similai'  circumstances,  and  the  zeal  of  the  abo-* 
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Udoniste  will,  no  doabt,  make  them  tax  themselves 
double ;  but,  as  for  suggesting  to  you  by  what  tax  the 
money  is  to  be  raised,  you  must  excuse  me,  sir,  I  am 
a  Britisher,  and,  remembering  how  skittish  you  were 
some  years  ago  about  a  little  stamp  and  tea  affair,  I 
think  I  may  fairly  decline  answering  your  question 
more  in  detail ;  a  burnt  child  dreads  the  fire/ — ^The 
cute  man  disappeared  and  took  the  vision  with  him ; 
in  its  place  came  the  reality  of  a  a.m.  and  the  candles 
flickering  in  their  sockets. 

Header,  I  have  now  done  with  the  question  of  the 
gradual  improvement  and  ultimate  emaneipatiofi  of 
the  slave.  The  public  institutions  of  any  country  are 
legitimate  subjects  of  comment  for  the  traveller,  and 
in  proportion  as  his  own  countrymen  feel  an  interest* 
in  them,  so  is  it  natural  he  should  comment  on  them 
at  greater  or  less  length.  I  have,  therefore,  dwelt  at 
large  upon  this  subject,  from  the  conviction  that  it  is 
one  in  which  the  deepest  interest  is  felt  at  home  ;  and 
I  trust  that  I  have  so  treated  it  as  to  ^ve  no  just 
cause  of  offence  to  any  one,  whether  English  or 
American. 

I  hope  I  have  impressed  my  own  countrymen  with 
some  idea  of  the  gigantic  obstacles  that  present  them- 
selves, of  which  I  will  but  recapitulate  three : — ^the 
enormotis  pecuniary  interests    involved;    the   social 


difficulty  arising  irora  the  amount  of  negro  population  ; 
and,  thougli  last  not  least,  the  perplexing  problem — 
if  Washington's  opinion,  that  '  Slavery  can  only  cease 
by  legislative  autlioiity/  is  received^how  Congress 
can  legislate  for  independent  and  sovereign  States  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  Constitution  by  which  they  are 
mutually  bound  to  each  other.  I  feel  sure  that  much 
of  the  rabid  outcry,  the  ovation  of  Mrs.  B.  Stowe, 
and  other  similar  exhibitions,  have  arisen  from  an  all 
but  total  ignorance  of  the  true  fact^  of  the  case.  This 
ignorance  it  has  been  my  object  to  dispel ;  and  I  im- 
hesitatingly  declare  that  the  emancipation  of  the 
negroes  throughout  the  Southern  States,  if  it  took 
place  to-morrow,  would  be  the  greatest  curse  the 
white  man  could  inflict  upon  them,  I  also  trust  that 
I  may  have  shadowed  forth  some  useful  idea,  to  assist 
my  Southern  friends  in  overtaking  a  gangrene  which 
lies  at  their  heart's  core,  and  which  every  reflecting 
mind  must  see  is  eating  into  tlieir  vitals  with  fearful 
rapidity.  My  last  and  not  my  least  sincere  hope  is, 
that  some  one  among  the  many  suggestions  I  have 
offered  for  the  negro's  present  benefit,  may  be  found 
available  to  mitigate  the  undoubted  sufl*erings  and 
cruel  injustice  of  which  those  with  bad  masters  must 
frequently  be  the  victims.  Should  I  succeed  in  even 
one  solitary  instance,  I  shall  feel  more  than  repaid  for 


the  many  hoars  of  thought  and  trouble  I  ha^e  spent 
4>ver  the  intricate  problem— the  best  road  firom 
Slavery  to  Emancipation. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  20,000,000  freemen^ 
by  the  decision  of  their  representatives  at  Washington^ 
have  hong  another  negro's  shackle  on  their  pole  of 
liberty  (?) ,  Nebraska  is  enslaved — ^freedom  is  dis- 
honoured. As  a  proof  how  easily  those  who  are 
brought  up  under  the  institution  of  Slavery  blind 
themselves  to  the  most  simple  facts,  Mr.  Badger,  the 
senator  for  North  Carolina,  after  eulogizing  the  treat- 
ment of  slaves,  and  enlarging  upon  the  affection 
existing  between  them  and  their  masters,  stated  that, 
if  Nebraska  was  not  declared  a  Slave  State,  it  would 
preclude  him,  should  he  wish  to  settle  there,  from 
taking  with  him  his  '  old  mammy,* — the  negro  woman 
who  had  nursed  him  in  infancy.  Mr,  Wade,  from 
Ohio,  replied,  *  that  the  senator  was  labouring  under 
a  mistake  ;  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  his  taking 
his  beloved  mammy  with  him,  though  Nebraska  re- 
mained free,  except  it  were  that  he  could  not  sell  her 
when  he  got  there.* 

Let  tlie  Christian  learn  charity  from  the  despised 
Mussulman.     Eead  the  following  proclamation  :■ — 


*  From  the  Servant  of  God,  the  Muahir  Ahmed  Basha  Bey, 
Prince  of  the  Tuoiflian  dominiona. 


*  To  our  ally,  Sir  Thomas  Boade,  Con&iil-GreneraJ  of  the 
Britbli  Govenimont  at  Tunis. 

*  Tlie  serritude  imposed  oa  a  part  of  tlie  human  Itind  whom 
God  has  creatt'd  is  a  very  cruel  thing,  and  our  heart  shrinks 
from  it. 

'  It  iieri?r  ceased  to  he  the  object  of  our  attention  for  years 
paat,  which  we  employed  in  adopting  such  proper  means  as 
could  bring  ns  to  its  extirpation,  aa  ia  well  known  to  jon. 
Now,  therefore,  we  have  thought  proper  to  publish  that  we 
have  abolished  men's  slav^ery  in  all  our  dominions,  inasmuch 
as  we  regard  all  slares  who  are  on  our  territory  aa  free,  and  do 
not  recognise  the  legality  of  tlieir  being  kept  as  a  property* 
We  have  sent  the  necessary  orders  to  all  the  governors  of  our 
Tunisian  kingdom,  and  inform  yon  thereof  in  order  that  you 
may  know  that  all  slaves  that  shall  touch  our  territory,  by 

iBea  or  by  land,  shall  become  free. 
'    *  May  you  live  under  the  protection  of  God ! 
*  Written  in  Moharrem,  1362.'    (23rd  of  January,  1846.) 
Wliat  a  bitter  satire  upon  the  vaunted  '  Land  of 
Liberty'  have  her  sons  enacted  since  the  Mahumetan 
Prince   penned    the   above.     The   virgin   ground    of 
I^KTexas    and    Nebraska,    contEiimng    374,000    square 
miles,  has  been  declared  slave- soil;  besides  which,  in 
Utah,   which  contains  188,000  square  miles,   slaves 
already  exist;  and  in  New  Mexico,  containing  211,000 
square  miles,  it  is  also  tolerated.     Slave  territory  has 
thus  heen  dotibled  by   a  republican  Christian  com- 
munity  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century. 


-     ^  _       ^ 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


CmSlMifm  of  the  Umted  Sia^e$. 

rpHE  most  important  subject  that  claims  the  atl€ii- 
-*-  tioD  of  the  traveUer  in  any  coontiy  diat  pretends 
to  edacauon  or  civilization^  is  undoubtedly  its  Coosii' 
tntioii.  The  reader  cannot  erpect — and  most  pro- 
bably would  not  wish — ^to  find,  in  a  woik  like  thts,  any 
elaborate  account  of  the  government  of  so  rasl  and 
varied  a  republic  as  that  of  the  United  States.  Thoee 
who  wish  thoroughly  to  grasp  so  very  extensire 
a  topic^  must  study  the  history  of  each  individual 
State  from  its  foundadon ;  must  watch  the  ehaagos 
each  has  undergone,  noting  the  effect  produced ; 
roust  carefiUIy  pore  over  the  writings  of  the  great : 
who  originally  planned — if  I  may  so  express  m} 
the  Republic^  and  must  dive  deep  into  the  learned  and 
valuable  tomes  of  Story,  Kent,  &c.  Those  who  are 
content  with  more  moderate  information,  will  find  a 
great  deal,  very  ably  condensed,  in  a  volume  by  Mr. 
Tremenheere.  To  the  reader,  I  pretend  lo  offer  notfaiiig 
but  a  glance  at  such  elements  as  appear  to  me  most 
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useful  and  interestiog,  and  in  so  doing,  I  shall  freely 
I      borrow  such  quotations  from  Mr.  Tremenheere's  refe- 
I      rences  to  Story  and  Kent  m  I  conceive  may   help 
to  elucidate   my  subject,  not  having  those  authors 
at  hand  to  refer  to. 
mM    The  Government  of  the  United  States  consists  of 
^    three  departments, — the  Executive,  Legislative,  and 
Judicial;   or  the   President  and   Vice-President,  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  Senate,  tmdthe  Judicial 
Courts.   The  President  and  Vice-President  are  chosen 
hy  an  elective  body  from  all  the  States,  the  said  body 
being  selected  by  popular  vote  in  each  State.     They 
are  elected  for  4  years,  but   may  be  re-elected  in- 
definitely.    Should  the  votes  be  equal,  the  House  of 
RepreseDtatives  selects  the  President  from  the  three 
a      on  the  list  who  have  moat  votes,  and  the  Senate  selects 
^^^^bie  Vice  in  the   same  way.     The  qualifications  for 
President  and  Vice  are,  native  born,  35  years  of  age, 
and  14  years'  residence  in  the  States.     The  salary  of 
,      the  President  is  about  £5 100  a  year,  and  a  residence 
at  Washington  called  '  The  White  House.'   The  salary 
of  the  Vice-President  is  £1680  a  year.   There  are  five 
secretaries, — State,   Interior,   Treasury,  War,   Navy, 
and  a  Postnaaster- General,  each  receiving  j£iil6o  a 
year;  the  Attorney -General,  who  also  forms  part  of  the 
Ipabinet,  receives  £850  a  year.     The  Senate  is  com- 
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posed  of  two  members  from  each  State,  irrespective  of 
population,  so  as  not  to  swamp  the  small  States.  The 
election  is  by  the  Legislature  of  each  State,  and  for 
6  years;  one-third  of  their  number  go  out  every  2 
years.  The  qualification  for  a  senator  is  that  he 
should  be  30  years  of  age,  have  been  9  years  a  citizen, 
and  living  in  the  State  for  which  he  is  elected.  The 
House  of  Representatives  originally  consisted  of  i 
member  for  a  certain  amount  of  population,  and  as 
the  increase  in  population  was  very  rapid,  the  number 
of  Bepresentatives  increased  as  a  matter  of  course.  In 
1843  it  was  I  member  for  every  70,000  of  population, 
but,  to  prevent  the  body  from  becoming  unmanageable 
owing  to  numbers,  in  1853  the  House  was  limited  to 
233  Representatives,  elected  pro  rata  to  the  several 
States.  Slaves  are  reckoned  in  the  proportion  of 
three-fifths  of  their  number.  The  election  is  for  2 
years,  and  the  qualification  is  7  years  a  citizen,  25 
years  of  age,  and  living  in  the  State.  The  salary  is 
the  same  as  that  of  a  senator.^  The  names  of  mem- 
bers composing  a  division  en  any  question  in  either 
House,  are  not  printed  unless  they  are  demanded  by 
one-fifth  of  the  members  present.  One  of  the  clauses 
of  tkmr  Omstitation  is  very  original,  and  runs  thus : 
fc  Honae  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
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ceediugSj  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour, 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two- thirds,  expel  a 
member/ 

All  impeachments  are  tried  in  the  Senate,  and  a 
majority  of  two-thirds  is  requisite  for  a  conviction.  If 
the  President  he  on  trial,  the  Chief  Justice,  or  head 
of  the  Supreme  Courts  presides.  While  the  power  of 
trial  rests  with  the  Senate,  the  power  of  impeachment 
rests  solely  with  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Each  State  in  the  Union  is  a  sovereign  State — they 
like  the  word  as  much  as  they  pretend  to  dislike  the 

IreaUty  —  acting  perfectly  independently  within  its 
limits,  except  in  such  cases  as  were  mutually  agreed 
upon  hy  the  terms  of  the  Union^  and  to  some  of  which 
we  shall  refer  hy  and  by.  This  sovereignty  of  indi- 
vidual States  renders  the  elective  franchise  different  in 
different  States. 

At  the  date  of  the  first  elections  after  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  no  State  admitted  mere 
citizenship  as  a  quahfication  for  the  elective  franchise. 
The  great  men  who  appeared  upon  the  stage  at  that 
period,  profiting  by  the  experience  of  past  ages,  threw 
certain  guards  Eiround  the  franchise  in  every  State  in 
the  Union,  varying  in  different  States,  but  all  beaiing 
unmistakeable  testimony  to  the  fact,  that  a  perfect 
democracy  was  not  the  basis  on  which  they  ever  con- 
templated building  up  the    Republic.     A  few  short 
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years  have  rolled  by;  the  13  States  are  increased 
to  33,  and  according  to  Mr.  Tremenheere,  *  a  grave 
departure  from  the  theory  of  the  Constitution,  as  it 
existed  in  the  eyes  and  expectations  of  its  careful 
and  prudent  founders,  has  taken  place  in  the  gradual 
lowering  throughout  nearly  all  the  States  of  the 
Union,  and  the  entire  abandonment  in  two-thirds 
of  them,  of  those  qualifications  for  the  exercise  of  the 
fi*anchise  which  existed  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted.'  In  one  State — Illinois — aliens  being  resi- 
dents are  entitled  to  vote.  Now,  if  the  great  men  of 
1776  thought  safeguards  around  the  fi*anchise  wise 
and  prudent  in  their  day,  before  the  great  tide  of 
emigration  had  set-in  to  the  westward,  and  when  the 
population  was  only  4,000,000,  what  would  they 
say,  could  they  but  rise  firom  their  graves  and  see 
how  their  successors  have  thrown  down  the  prudent 
barriers  they  had  raised,  and  laid  the  franchise  bare  to 
citizenship,  now  that  the  Union  numbers  23,000,000 
souls,  and  that  the  tide  of  emigration  is  daily  flood- 
ing them  with  hordes  of  the  discontented  and  turbulent 
from  every  country  in  the  Old  World. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  I,  as  an  English- 
man, am  prejudiced  against  republican  institutions  in 
any  shape ;  let  me,  then,  quote  you  an  authority  which 
every  educated  American  will  respect.     Mr.  Justice 
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Kent  says,  '  The  prog^resa  and  impulse  of  popular 
opinion  is  rapidly  destroying  every  constituitioiial 
cliect,  every  conser\^ative  element,  intended  by  the 
sages  who  framed  the  earliest  American  Constitutions 
as  safeguards  against  the  abuses  of  popular  suffrage.' 
Let  us  turn  to  another  equally  eminent  American 
authority,  LIr.  Justice  Story.  *  It  might  be  urged, 
that  it  is  far  from  being  clear,  upon  reasoning  or 
experience,  that  uniformity  in  tlie  composition  of  a 
representative  body  is  either  desirable  or  expedient, 
founded  in  sounder  policy,  or  more  promotive  of  the 
general  good,  than  a  mixed  system,  embracing,  repre- 
senting, and  combining  distinct  interests,  classes,  and 
opinions.  In  England,  the  House  of  Commons,  as  a 
representative  body,  is  founded  upon  no  uniform 
principle,  either  of  numbers,  or  classes,  or  places;  . . , 
and  in  every  system  of  reform  wMch  has  found  public 
favour  in  that  country,  many  of  these  diversities  have 
been  embodied  from  choice,  as  important  checks  upon 
undue  legislation,  as  facilitating  the  representation  of 
different  interests  and  different  opinions^  and  as  thus 
securing,  by  a  well-balanced  and  intelligent  repre- 
sentation of  all  the  various  classes  of  society,  a  per* 
manent  protection  of  the  public  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  a  firm  security  of  the  private  rights  of  persons  and 
property.' 
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Thus  far  I  have  quoted  the  opinioiiB  of  the  highest 
Amerietm  authorities  upon  the  franchise.  And,  as 
far  OS  the  lowering  it  in  England  affords  us  any 
lightj  I  would  wish  some  uuhiassed  and  competent 
person  to  inform  the  public,  whether  —  whatever 
other  benefit  it  may  have  procured  to  the  com* 
munity — ^it  has  increased  or  decreased  bribery  and 
cori'iiption ;  and  how  the  balance  between  advantage 
and  disadvantage  will  stand,  in  reference  to  the  com- 
munity at  large,  by  a  further  lowering  of  the  franchise 
in  this  countr}^ ;  and  also  to  what  extent — ^if  any— 
it  can  be  lowered,  without  throwing  all  but  unlimited 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  masses,  and  thus  destroy- 
ing that  balance  of  the  different  interests  of  the  com- 
muoity  which  are — thank  God — still  represented, 
and  which,  if  once  lost,  would  reduce  our  beloved 
Sovereign  to  the  position  of  a  gaudy  puppet,  and  the 
House  of  Lords  to  a  mere  cypher,  and  be  as  certainly 
followed  by  all  the  horrors  of  a  revolution,  and  all  the 
evils  of  a  corrupt  democracy.  How  easy  is  it  to  find 
politicians  ever  ready  to  sniff  tlie  incense  of  popu- 
larity at  the  plausible  shrine  of  a  descending  fran* 
cliise !  how  difficult  to  find  those  who,  wliile  granting 
what  is  just  and  prudent,  have  the  wisdom  to  plan, 
and  the  courage  to  dare,  measures  to  arrest  a  mobular 
be! 


I 


With  regard  to  the  frequency  of  elections,  I  will 
only  insert  the  following  senteoce  from  Mr;  Justice 
Story,  aSj  I  believe,  public  opioion  in  this  country  is 
all  but  universal  in  its  condemnation;  'Men,  to  act 
with  vigour  and  effect^  ,  .  .  must  not  be  hurried  on 
to  their  conclusions  hy  the  passions  or  the  fears  of 
the  multitude  :  .  ,  .  .  the  very  frequency  of  elections 
has  a  tendency  to  create  agitation  and  dissensions  in 
the  public  mind,  to  nourish  factions  and  encourage 
restlessness)  to  favour  rash  innovations  in  domestic 
legislation  and  public  policy,  and  to  produce  violent 
and  sudden  changes  in  the  administration  of  public 
aflfairs,  founded  upon  temporary  excitements  and  pre- 
judices: .  .  *  «  it  operates  also  as  a  great  discourage* 
ment  upon  suitable  candidates  offering  themselves  for 
the  public  service  :  ...»  the  period  of  service  ought, 
therefore,  to  hear  some  proportion  to  the  variety  of 
knowledge  and  practical  skill  which  the  duties  of  the 
station  demand. '—If  any  annual  parHament  maniac 
still  exist,  let  liim  profit  by  these  words  of  wisdom 
from  the  pen  of  a  republican,  dipped  in  the  ink  of 
Prudence  and  Patriotism ;  and  in  the  marked  difference 
between  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate 
Chamber — the  former  of  whom  are  elected  for  two,  the 
latter  for  six  years — let  bim  behold  the  most  incon- 
trovertible living  proofs  of  their  truth.     John  Jay, 
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one  of  the  most  able  men  of  America,  writing  to 
Washington,  expresses  his  wish  that  the  Upper  House, 
or  Senate,  shoold  be  elected  for  life. 

I  will  now  turn  to  a  topic  which  probably  interests 
the  British  public  more  than  any  other — except  the 
franchise — ^I  mean  the  BaUot.  So  much  has  been 
said  about  the  coercion  of  voters  by  those  on  whom 
they  are  dependent,  and  so  much  disgraceful  jobbery 
at  elections  in  this  country  has  been  laid  bare,  that  if 
the  Ballot  were  really  a  panacea  for  the  evil,  every 
patriot  should  exert  his  utmost  energies  to  forward 
the  introduction  of  so  essential  a  measure.  In  read- 
ing any  American  document  where  the  word  'ballot* 
is  used)  it  must  be  remembered  that,  unless  the  word 
*  secret'  precede  it,  the  meaning  is  merely  voting  by  an 
open  piece  of  paper  on  which  the  name  of  the  candi- 
date is  printed,  and  which  he  may  enclose  in  an  enve- 
lope or  not,  as  he  chooses.  It  is,  therefore,  only  with 
the  secret  ballot  we  have  to  deal  at  present;  for 
although  the  power  to  vote  secretly  exists,  it  is  obvious, 
that  unless  secret  voting  is  made  compulsory,  it 
ajQEbrds  no  protection  to  those  who  are  in  a  position 
to  be  bribed  or  coerced,  inasmuch  as  those  who  did 
bribe  or  coerce  would  insist  apon  the  vote  so  obtained 
being  given  openly. 

It  will  perhaps  astonish  an  Englishman  to  be  told 


that  *  secret '  ballot  is  all  but  unknown  in  the  United 
States.  Nevertheless,  such  is  the  case.  An  act  waa 
passed  some  four  years  ago  in  Massachusetts  requiriog 
secrecy  J  and  what  was  the  effect  of  this  act?  A 
large  body  of  the  electors  met  together  to  denounce 
witli  indigntition  any  attempt  at  enforcing  that  which 
they  repudiated  as  unworthy  of  freemen.  So  strong 
was  this  feeling  that,  in  1853,  the  act  which  enforced 
it  was  repealed,  and  in  the  convention  called  to  dis- 
cuss the  revision  of  their  Constitution — ^according 
to  Mr.  Tremenheere — although  the  democratic  party 
were  in  a  great  majority^  the  effort  to  impose  secrecy 
was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  5000. 

A  friend  of  mine,  who  took  considerable  interesj 
in  this  (pestion,  was  present  at  the  elections  for 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  when,  at  the  same 
time,  a  popular  vote  was  to  be  taken  on  the  pro- 
posed revision  of  the  Constitution;  this  latter  was 
by  special  enactment  made  compulsorily  secret. 
How  far  this  object  was  attained,  the  following 
statement  will  show.  As  the  voters  came  up  to 
the  polling-place,  tickets  were  offered  them  by  the 
agents  of  the  opposite  parties,  in  a  large  room  full  of 
people.  The  voters  selected  whichever  ticket  they 
preferred,  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  room,  and  then^ 
in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  enactment,  thoy 

II.  T 
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sealed  it  up  in  an  envelope  before  depositing  it  in  the 
voting  box.  So  much  for  compulsory  secrecy.  Of 
course  on  this  occasion,  as -on  all  electioneering  occa- 
sions, the  voters  might  have  concealed  their  votes  had 
they  chosen  so  to  do. 

The  only  States,  that  I  am  aware  of,  where  secrecy 
is  enjoined  by  law  are  New  York  and  Indiana;  and  in 
the  former  of  these,  I  can  most  certainly  testify,  from 
personal  observation,  that  in  many  instances,  if  not 
in  most,  it  is  a  dead  letter.  I  never  met  a  soul  who, 
in  talking  about  politics,  ever  thought  of  concealing  ~ 
his  sentiments.  I  am  therefore  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  secrecy  only  exists  among  the  very  lowest ; 
and  here  it  may  be  as  well  to  introduce  the  opinions 
of  the  Governor  of  this  important  State.  Mr. 
Washington  Hunt,  in  his  Message  of  January  7, 
1851,  says,  'The  alarming  increase  of  bribery  in  our 
popular  elections  demands  your  serious  attention. 
The  preservation  of  our  liberties  depends  on  the 
purity  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  its  independent 
exercise  by  the  citizen,  and  I  trust  you  will  adopt 
such  measures  as  shall  effectually  protect  the  ballot- 
box  from  all  corrupting  influences.' 

If  any  efforts  were  made  to  stay  the  tide  of  corrup- 
tion, the  message  of  the  same  Governor  the  following 
year  will  enable  you  to  judge  of  their  success.    In  his 


address  on  the  6th  January,  1852,  this  paragraph 
occurs:  *The  increase  of  corr apt  practices  in  our  elec 
tioos  has  hecome  a  subject  of  general  aiid  jnst  com- 
plaint: it  is  represented  that  in  some  lucidities  the 
suifrages  of  considerable  numbers  of  voters  have  been 
openly  purchased  with  money.  We  owe  it  to  onreelves 
and  to  posterity,  and  to  the  free  institutions  which  we 
have  inherited,  to  crush  this  hateful  evil  in  its  infancy, 
before  it  attains  sufficient  growtli  to  endanger  our 
pohtical  system.  The  honest  and  independent  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  suffrage  is  a  vital  principle  in  the 
theory  of  representative  government  It  is  the  only 
enduring  foundation  for  a  repubhc.  Not  only  should 
the  law  punish  every  violation  of  this  principle  as  a 
crime  against  the  integrity  of  the  State,  but  any  person 
concerned  in  giving  or  receiving  any  pecuniary  consi- 
deration for  a  vote  should  upon  challenge  be  deprived 
of  the  privilege  of  voting;  I  submit  the  subject  to 
your  consideration  J  in  the  hope  that  additional  reme- 
dies may  be  prescribed  and  enforced/ — The  two  fore- 
going extracts  do  equal  credit  to  the  head  and  heart 
of  Govenior  Hunt ;  but  what  a  picture  do  they  por- 
tray of  the  effects  of  secret  voting ! 

Let  us  now  turn  from  Governor  Hunt,  and  see 
what  the  Press  says  on  the  subject.     The  Neiu  York 
Herald f  which  if  not  highly  esteemed  is  at  least  widely 
t2 
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circulated,  thus  writes  in  the  month  of  May,  1852: — 
'  Look  at  the  proceedings  on  Thursday  last  in  the  19th 
Ward.  Voters  carried  to  the  hallot-hoxes  in  scores  of 
wagons  from  various  localities ;  and,  in  other  Wards, 
hundreds  of  democrats  voting  for  Scott  and  for  Fill- 
more, men  ignorant  and  steeped  in  crime,  picked  up 
in  all  the  purlieus  of  the  city  and  purchased  at  a  dollar 
a  head;  and  some,  it  is  said,  so  low  as  half  a  dollar, 
to  deposit  in  the  hallot-hox  a  vote  they  had  never 
seen/ — The  article  then  goes  on  to  explain  the 
methods  employed  at  elections  —  viz.,  a  lazy  fellow 
who  wont  work,  hrawls,  and  drinks,  and  spouts,  and 
defames  every  honest  man  in  the  Ward,  till  he  becomes 
a  semi-deity  among  the  riff-raflf,  then  *his  position  is 
found  out  by  those  who  want  to  use  him.  He  is  for 
sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  either  to  defeat  his  own 
party  by  treachery,  or  to  procure  a  nomination  for 
any  scoundrel  who  will  pay  for  it.  He  has  no  politics 
of  any  kind.  He  has  rascality  to  sell,  and  there  are 
those  who  are  willing  to  purchase  it,  in  order  that 
they  may  traffic  in  it,  and  sell  it  themselves  again  at  a 

very  high  profit We  have  heard  of  a  case  in 

one  of'the  Lower  Wards  of  the  city,  in  which  one  man 
got,  at  the  time  of  the  late  democratic  conventions, 
the  enormous  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  out  of 
which  it  is  said  he  bribed  the  majority  of  the  electors 
and  lr«T*<-  the  balance  for  himself.' 


A  few  paragraphs  further  on  he  suggests  remedies 
fur  the  evil ;  and  what  do  you  suppose  they  are  ?  First, 
that  honest  people  should  not  leave  politics  to  the 
ritf*raff.  Secondly,  *  there  ought  to  be  a  registration 
established,  by  which  no  man  could  sail  under  false 
colours,  or  deposit  a  vote  at  a  primary  election, 
unless  he  belonged  to  the  ward,  and  belonged  to  the 
party  to  which  he  professed  to  belong.'  Conceive 
the  state  to  whicli  secret  voting  has  reduced  tlje 
wealthy  and  intelligent  city  of  New  York;  absolutely, 
a  return  to  open  voting  is  considered  insufficient  to 
reach  the  vitals  of  the  evil  which  secrecy  baa  brought 
about  Here  we  have  proposed  as  a  remedy  the  com 
pulsoTi/  register  of  political  sentiments ;  and  to  prove 
that  things  are  not  meuding,  in  the  *  Retrospect 
of  the  year  1852/  which  forms  a  leading  article  in 
the  same  journal  at  the  commencement  of  1853,  after 
a  lengthy  panegyric  upon  the  ytate  of  America,  &c., 
during  1853,  he  winds  up  with  these  most  serious 
drawbacks  to  the  previous  eulogy  :  *  If  we  are  bound 
to  admit  mth  crimson  blush  that  crime  is  sadly  on 
the  increase,  and  that  our  municipal  iustitutiona  have 
reached  the  lowest  depths  of  inefficieocy  and  infamy, 
these  but  remind  us  that  the  w^ork  which  1855  has 
bravely  carried  on  is  not  yet  achieved,' — I  would  wish 
carefully  to  guard  against  being  understood  to  endorse 
the  violent  language  employed   by   the   New    York 
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Herald,  I  am  aware  how  unsafe  a  guide  the  Press 
ever  is  in  times  of  political  excitement;  hut  after 
making  every  reasonable  allowance,  enough  remains 
to  prove  the  tendency  of  the  secret  ballot,  corroborated 
as  it  is  by  the  authoritative  message  of  the  Governor 
of  the  State. 

Let  us  now  turn  for  a  moment  to  that  most  witty 
and  amusing  writer,  Sydney  Smith.  In  speaking  of 
Mr.  Grote*s  proposal  for  the  ballot,  the  author  says, 
'  He  tells  us  that  the  bold  cannot  be  free,  and  bids 
us  seek  for  liberty  by  clothing  ourselves  in  the  mask 
of  falsehood,  and  trampling  on  the  cross  of  truth ;' — 
and  further  on,  towards  the  end  of  the  pamphlet,  he 
quotes  an  authority  that  Americans  must  respect — 
*  Old  John  Randolph,  the  American  orator,  was  asked 
one  day,  at  a  dinner-party  in  London,  whether  the 
ballot  prevailed  in  his  State  of  Virginia  ?  *  I  scarcely 
believe,'  he  said, '  we  have  such  a  fool  in  all  Virginia 
as  to  mention  even  the  vote  by  ballot ;  and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  adoption  of  the  ballot  would 
make  any  nation  a  set  of  scoundrels  if  it  did  not  find 
them  so/ — John  Randolph  was  right ;  he  felt  that  it 
was  not  necessary  that  a  people  should  be  false  in 
order  to  be  free.  Universal  hypocrisy  would  be 
the  consequence  of  ballot.  We  should  soon  say,  on 
deliberation,  what  David  only  asserted  in  his  haste, 
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fcAftt  'all  men  are  liars,'* — How  strangely  prophetic 
Plifiue  opinion  of  John  Randolph  appears,  when  read  hy 
'  the  light  ofjhe  New  York  Herald  of  1852. 
fe  It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  the  argument  in 
^  favour  of  haUot  which  is  drawn  from  its  use  in  clubs, 
if  it  prove  anything  at  all,  is  rather  against  than  for 
!>  it;  its  value  there  arises  from  the  fact  of  the  inde- 
I,  pendence  of  the  members,  which  enables  any  mem- 
Ik  ber  if  asked  by  the  rejected  candidate  how  be  had 
voted,  to  decline  giving  any  answer  without  fear  of 
consequenees.  Were  he  dependent,  he  must  either 
deny  the  black-ball  he  gave,  had  he  so  voted,  or, 
confessing  the  fact,  he  must  suffer  for  it,  and  silence 
would  be  sure  to  be  coostraed  into  a  black-ball : 
therefore^  before  ballot  could  be  of  any  value  to 
a  constituency,  they  must  be  independent ;  and  if 
independent,  there  would  he  no  need  of  the  ballot. 
Of  course  secrecy  could  be  obtained  by  falsehood* 
Moreover,  the  object  of  it  in  a  club  is  to  keep  out  of 
a  select  society  not  only  those  who  are  considered 
absolutely  offensive,  but  many  with  whom,  though  you 
might  like  to  meet  them  in  general  society^  you  do  not 
think  it  desirable  to  be  on  more  intimate  terms  ;  and 
even  in  a  cluh,  who  will  deny  that  it  is  often  used 
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to  gratify  private  malice,  and  how  frequently,  when 
candidates  are  numerous,  are  black-halls  put  in  to 
hasten  forward  the  election  of  friends  ?  While  freely 
confessing  and  deeply  regretting  the  disgraceful 
jobhery  and  bribery  which  an  inquiry  into  our  own 
elections  too  often  reveals,  we  ought  to  be  thankful 
for  the  light  of  experience  which  a  contemplation  of 
the  elective  system  of  the  United  States  affords, 
warning  us  as  it  does  that  an  imprudent  lowering 
of  the  franchise  and  a  recourse  to  the  secret  ballot 
do  but  aggravate  the  evils  they  were  intended  to 
cure.  Before  we  proceed  to  lower  our  franchise, 
should  we  not  do  wisely  to  try  and  devise  some 
means  for  obtaining  the  votes  of  those  already  entitled 
to  vote  ?  Many  an  honest  and  industrious  artisan  at 
present  entitled  to  a  vote  will  not  come  to  the  poll 
on  account  of  the  violence  which — ^if  not  of  the 
mobular  party — he  may  be  subject  to;  his  family 
depend  on  his  exertions  for  their  daily  bread — a 
broken  limb,  or  any  such  accident  happening  to  him, 
may  bring  the  whole  family  to  deep  distress,  if  not 
to  the  workhouse.  It  appears  by  the  Edinburgh 
Review  of  October,  1852,  that  at  the  previous  general 
election,  40  per  cent,  of  those  possessing  the  privilege 
did  not  poll  their  votes.  A  hasty  lowering  of  the 
franchise  would  certainly  increase  that  number,  and 


thus  while  losing  more  votes  of  the  peaceful  and 
industrious  citizews,  we  should  be  inereasing  those  of 
the  more  turhiilent,  and  of  those  who  are  excited  by 
designing  demagogues. 

But  to  return  to  the  United  States.^Another 
feature  in  their  constitution  is  the  payment  of  mem- 
bers, which  is  £i  13s.  6d.  for  every  twenty  miles 
of  distance,  and  the  same  sum  for  every  day's  attend- 
ance during  the  session.  Now  as  travellingj  in  most 
parts  of  the  Union,  is  at  the  rate  of  less  than  2,d,  a 
mile,  and  living  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half  dollars 
— los.  6d, — a  day,  it  is  obvious  that  the  situation  of 
a  representative  is  advantageous  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view  to  those  who  wish  to  make  a  trade  of  politics. 
A  member  coming  from  a  distance,  say  of  400  miles, 
and  attending  lao  days,  would  have  a  clear  balance 
of  about  £150  left  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  How  far 
such  a  measure  is  wise,  and  brings  the  most  desirable 
men  into  the  public  service,  let  their  own  country- 
men tell.  Mr.  Venables,  of  North  Cai'olina,  in  a 
speech  at  Richmond,  Virginia — quoted  by  Mr.  Tre- 
menheere — says,  *  With  money  enough,  any  bill  can 
be  carried  through  Congress.'  No  nation — ^and  least  of 
all,  so  very  sensitive  a  nation  as  the  United  States- 
would  pass  an  act  which  could  possibly  throw  a 
cloud  of  doubt  over  the  integrity  of  its  representa- 
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tives,  were  there  not  some  imperative  necessity;  the 
act  referred  to  helow  will  he  found  in  page  363 
of  Appendix  to  Tremenheere's  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  one  clause  of  which  runs  thus: — *  That 
any  senator  or  representative  in  Congress  who,  after 

the  passage  of  this  act shall  receive  any 

gratuity,  or  any  share  of,  or  interest  in,  any  claim 
from  any  claimant  against  the  United  States,  &c., 
on  conviction  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  5000 
dollars — £1000— or  suffer  imprisonment  in  the  Peni- 
tentiary not  exceeding  one  year,  or  hoth,  as  the  Court 
in  its  discretion  shall  adjudge/ — Another  clause  fol- 
lows, against  the  knowing  and  wilful  destruction  of 
public  documents;  another,  against  any  individual 
who  shall  tempt  any  member  of  the  Senate  or  House 
of  Eepresentatives  with  bribe  of  any  kind  to  influence 
his  vote,  and  against  members  accepting  the  same. 
This  act  bears  date  Feb.  26,  1853,  and  certainly 
proves  that  Mr.  Venables'  assertion  had  some  solid 
foundation  in  truth. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  some  that  Collins,  finding 
the  Cunard  line  of  steamers,  when  supported  by  our 
Government,  too  strong  for  him  to  contend  against, 
applied  to  Congress  for  a  Government  grant.  In  ob- 
taining that  grant,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  he,  or 
le  on  his  behalf,  used  bribery  or  corruption. 
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when  he  took  round  one  of  his  magnificent  vessels  to 
Washington,  and  feasted  Congress  on  board  in  a  most 
champagnely  style ;  but  this  I  know,  that  many 
Araericans  were  most  indignant  at  the  proceeding,  for^ 
coupled  with  the  act  before  referred  to,  it  could  not  but 
excite  suapieion ;  and  I  feel  sure,  if  Cunard  had  brought 
ronnd  one  of  his  splendid  steamers  to  the  Thames, 
and  there  feasted  the  Legislature  while  his  obtaining 
a  Government  grant  was  under  discussion,  he  could 
not  have  taken  a  more  effectual  method  to  mar  his 
object.  Lafemme  de  Cesar  ne  doit  pas  etre  stmpecte. 
Thus,  then,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  of  any  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  payment  of  members,  we  can  see 
nothing  to  induce  us  to  adopt  such  a  system ;  and,  if 
I  mistake  not,  the  American  himself  feels  disposed 
to  give  it  up,  believing  that  the  standard  of  the 
representative  will  be  raised  thereby. 

I  have  before  spoken  of  the  very  great  readiness 
with  which  any  stranger  gains  admittance  to  Con- 
gress to  listen  to  the  debates ;  as  a  broad  feature,  I 
believe  their  discussions  are  carried  on  in  a  sober, 
practical,  business-like  manner ;  nevertheless,  most 
outrageous  scenes  have  occurred.  I  suhjoin  the  fol- 
lowing extract,  not  from  any  one  sentence  it  contains 
hut  from  its  continuity,  as  a  proof  that  the  tone 
of  the  House  is  not  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  so  great 
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a  country.  A  member  of  any  community  may  get  up 
and  use  the  most  gross  and  offensive  language  ;but 
if  the  offender  be  immediately  called  to  order,  and 
made  to  retract  the  offensive  expressions,  the  com- 
munity thus  vindicates  its  character.  Should,  how- 
ever, the  most  gross  and  offensive  language  be  used 
by  two  members  for  any  length  of  time,  without  in- 
terference, reprobation,  retraction,  or  punishment,  the 
community  as  a  body  must  fairly  be  considered  by 
their  silence  as  endorsing  such  conduct. 

The  extract  is  taken  from  that  widely  circulating 
journal,  The  Illustrated  London  News : — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington,  on  the 
Tith  ult.,  the  following  amusing  but  disgraceful  scene  oc- 
curred between  two  of  the  members — Messrs.  Stanly  and 
Giddings.  The  former  having  charged  the  latter  with  utter- 
ing a  falsehood,  the  following  conversation  ensued : — 

•  Mr.  Stanly:  It  is  usual  for  one  who  has  no  regard  for  the 
decencies  of  life  to  relieve  himself  from  responsibility  by  pro- 
nouncing statements  false,  and  it  is  characteristic  of  the  man 
who  sneaked  away  from  this  House,  and  took  his  pay  for 
work  which  he  did  not  do. 

*Mr.  Giddings:  When  the  gentleman  descends  to  low 
vulgarity,  1  cannot  follow  him.  I  protest  against  Dough- 
faces prompting  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

*  Mr.  Stanly :  It  is  tJie  business  of  a  scavenger  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  him,  and  I  will  have  to  wash  my  hands 
after  handling  him ;  but  the  thing  has  to  be  done,  as  he  has 
thrust  himself  on  us  as  a  kind  of  censor.    It  is  a  small  busi- 


TiesB  for  mo,  and  I  don't  know  how  I  cao  descend  any  lower 
than  to  take  liold  of  the  hon.  momber  for  Ohio,  (Cry  of 
'  Good/) 

*  Mr*  Giddinga  :  Will  you  hear  me  P 

*  Mr.  Stanly :  Ifohody  want«  to  hear  you,  but  I  will  in- 
dulge you* 

'  Mr.  Giddinga :  Tlie  gentleman  is  barking  up  the  \iTong 
tree* 

*  Mr.  Stanly :  Tlie  galled  jade  winces  agaia, 

*  Mr.  Giddings :  The  gentleman  sha*n't  crack  tLe  overseer's 
lasb  to  put  me  down, 

'  Mr.  Stanly :  I  hope  that  the  gentleman  will  not  gnasb  hia 
teeth  ao  hard ;  he  might  hurt  himself.  Wlio  is  here  playing 
the  overseer  over  wliite  men^ — wlio  but  he,  who  is  throwing 
liifl  filthy  gall  and  assailing  everybody  ss  Northern  Whig 
Doughfaces,  and  what  he  calls  the  vile  slaveholders  ?  He  is 
tbe  only  man  who  acts  in  that  way.  We  don't  raise  the  over- 
Beer's  lash  over  our  slaves  in  North  Carolina,  If  that  member 
was  in  tke  southern  country,  nobody  would  own  him  as  a 
black  man  with  a  white  skiu—f Laughter) — but  he  would  be 
suffered  to  run  wild  as  a  free  negro,  and  in  the  course  of  three 
Tveeks  he  would  be  brought  up  to  the  whipping-post  and 
lashed,  for  stealing  or  slandering  hia  neighboura,  (Laughter.) 
If  1  say  that  he  is  a  gentleman^  I  tell  a  falsehood. 

*  The  Speaker  (to  Mr.  Stanly) ;  Will  the  gentleman  sus- 
pend for  a  moment  P 

*  Mr.  Stanly :  We  ought  to  suspend  that  fellow  (pointing 
to  Mr.  Gid dings)  by  the  neck.     (Laughter.) 

*  Mr.  Giddings :  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  re- 
minds me  of  the  boy  who  turned  round  bo  fast  that  the  hind 
part  of  hia  breeches  was  on  both  sides.  (Laughter.)  The 
gentleman  say  a  that  I  was  at  Norrist'Own,  too  j  but  where  was 
he  and  the  members  of  the  Hou&e  P  Why,  drinking  their 
grog.     (Laughter.) 


a86  REPUBLICAN  SATIRE.  [CH. 

'  Mr.  Stanly :  I  charge  the  official  reporters  not  to  let  his 
(Mr.  Giddings*)  felonious  hand  touch  one  word  of  what  I  say, 
for  we  know  how  he  on  a  former  occasion  misrepresented  my 
colleague  from  the  Orange  district,  and  his  own  colleague 
irom  the  Chillicothe  district,  having  altered  his  own  speech 
after  he  gcrt  to  his  room  with  his  coloured  friends.  (Laughter.) 
He  talks  about  my  associates :  but  has  anybody  ever  seen 
him  in  private  decent  company  P  Free  negroes  may  call  to 
see  him.  He  does  not  let  his  right  hand  know  what  his  left 
doeth.  He  alludes  to  my  absence ;  but  I  have  not  set  myself 
up  as  a  standard.  I  don't  say  I'm  always  in  the  house  as  I 
ought  to  be.  He  says  we  were  here  drinking  our  grog  during 
Chiistmas  times.  Where  was  heP  In  Philadelphia,  drinking 
beer  and  eating  oysters  with  free  negroes.  (Laughter.) 
Which  was  the  best  offP  Judge  ye.  (Laughter.)  He 
thinks  he  was  better  off  than  we  were.  (Mr.  Stanly  paused, 
and,  looking  towards  Mr.  Preston  King,  who  was  standing 
near  Mr.  Giddings,  remarked,  raising  his  voice  to  a  higher 
pitch,  *  Help  him  out ;  he  needs  a  little  more  poison.*  Voices, 
*  Ha,  ha !  Good !  Ha,  ha !')  I  quit  this  subject  in  disgust. 
I  find  that  I  have  been  in  a  dissecting-room,  cutting  up  a 
dead  dog.  I  will  treat  him  as  an  insane  man,  who  was  never 
taught  the  decencies  of  Kfe,  proprieties  of  conduct — whose 
associations  show  that  he  never  mingled  with  gentlemen. 
Let  him  rave  on  till  doomsday.* 

The  conversation  then  ceased. 

Any  one  who  has  seen  much  of  American  gentle- 
men, must  know  that  such  language  as  the  above 
contains  would  be  reprobated  by  them  fiilly  as 
strongly  as  by  any  gentleman  in  this  country.  To 
doubt   that,   would    be   to   do   them   a  gross   injus- 


tjce.  Does  not,  tberefore,  the  recurrence  of  sucli 
scenes  go  far  to  prove,  that  the  advance  of  ultra-de- 
mocratic principles  has  the  effect  of  lowering  the  tone 
of  the  Hepresentative  Chamber,  and  that  men  of 
liberal  education  and  gentlemanly  bearing  do  not 
const! ttite  the  majority  in  that  House  ?  In  the  days 
of  Washington,  would  any  member  have  dared  to  use, 
or  would  any  otlier  member  have  for  a  moment  tole- 
rated, such  language  ?  It  is  but  justice  to  say,  that 
the  tone  of  the  Senate  Chamber  is  far  more  dignified; 
and  many  who  have  been  members  of  that  body  have 
established  a  world-wide  reputation  both  as  orators 
and  statesmen* 

Let  us  now  torn  for  a  few  minutes  to  that  impor- 
tant subject,  the  Judiciary  of  the  States,  one  peculiar 
feature  of  which  is,  its  being  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Legislature;  nay,  further,  it  has  the  power  of 
declaring  null  and  void  the  acts  of  the  Legislature, 
if,  in  its  judgment,  the  said  acts  are  contrary  to  the 
Constitution.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  is  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  country ;  it  con- 
sists of  a  Chief  Justice  and  eight  associate  Justices, 
the  Attorney- General,  a  reporter,  and  a  clerk.  All 
questions  affecting  foreign  ambassadors,  consuls,  &c., 
are  tried  before  this  court;  and  it  is  a  final  court  of 
appeal  in  cases  involving  constitutional  questions,  and 
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various  others,  too  long  to  enumerate  here.  The  salary 
of  the  Chief  Justice  is  about  £1050  a-year.  This 
court  is,  I  believe,  invariably  composed  of  men  of  the 
highest  talent  and  integrity ;  their  appointment  is 
from  the  President,  and  endorsed  by  the  Senate,  and 
their  tenure  of  ofi&ce  is  'during  good  behaviour/* 
There  has,  fortunately,  been  no  change  in  the  manner 
or  term  of  these  appointments ;  but,  in  the  different 
States,  the  democratic  mania  has  removed  the  old 
landmarks  of  prudence  bequeathed  to  them  by  their 
fathers.  Mr.  Tremenheere  tells,  that  in  1833  only 
5  States  out  of  the  24  had  adopted  the  principle 
of  electing  Judges,  and  appointing  them  for  a 
term  of  years ;  in  1844,  12  States  out  of  the  29 
had  adopted  the  principle;  and  in  1853,  22  out  the 
31  States  had  come  to  the  same  resolution.  We 
surely  have  in  these  facts  a  most  important  warning 
of  the  danger  of  introducing  too  much  of  the  demo- 
cratic element  into  the  constitution  of  any  country. 
Reflect,  if  but  for  a  moment,  on  the  danger  to  the 
community,  where  the  selection  of  the  Judges  of  the 
land  may  be  guided  by  political  rancour  or  public 
clamour ;  the  bare  knowledge  that  such  may  be  the 


•  This    expression,    both,   in    America   and    England,   is 
tantamount  to — for  life. 
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caae,  evmi  if  the  purity  of  the  maBees  be  so  great  as 
Dot  to  admit  of  snich  einister  infiiieaoe,  the  hme  pos- 
siJbiiity,  I  say,  is  calculated  to  lower  the  respect  in 
nAicfa  it  is  most  desirable  the  judiciary  ahotild  ever 
be  held,*  and  U)  deter  the  most  pure  and  high-minded 
dtkens  irom  offering  their  servioea.  The  salaries  of 
the  JudgeB  range  from  ^£250  to  £400  a-yejur. 

The  next  point  to  ifl?hieh  I  would  oill  atten- 
tion, IB  to  he  found  in  Art  I.  aect.  6,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Sta/tes,  the  test  elatiBe  of 
which  rune  thus : — ^  Ko  person  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  States  ehall  he  a  member  of  eitiber 
House  during  his  continuanoe  in  office.*  This  was 
probably  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  hluudcrs  such 
an  able  body  of  men  as  the  frameiB  of  the  Constitution 
ever  made ;  and  if  their  object  was  to  guard  agadnst  cor- 
ruption, and  the  undue  influence  of  the  leading  men 
of  the  country,  it  has  most  mgnally  failed,  as  the  Aet 
before  referred  to,  of  Febimary  1853,  lully  testi^ee. 
Only  conceive  the  effect  of  excluding  all  the  Cabinet 
and  liigh  functionaries  from  seats  in  the  Lords  and 
Commons ;  conceive  the  great  statesmen  of  tiiis 
country  being  obliged  to  hand  over  ihe  introduotion 


*  Ttde  emfe,  opinion  of  New  York  Press  nipoa  the  trial  of 
Matthew  F-  Ward,  p,  197 — 9. 
II.  U 
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of  most  important  measures,  and  the  defence  and 
explanation  of  them,  to  other  hands.  On  this  point, 
Mr.  Justice  Story  remarks :  *  Thus,  that  open  and 
public  responsibility  for  measures,  which  properly 
belongs  to  the  executive  in  all  governments,  and 
especially  in  a  republican  government,  as  its  greatest 
security  and  strength,  is  completely  done  away.  The 
executive  is  compelled  to  resort  to  secret  and  unseen 
influence, — to  private  interviews  and  private  arrange- 
ments,— to  accomplish  its  own  appropriate  purposes, 
instead  of  proposing  and  sustaining  its  own  duties 
and  measures  by  a  bold  and  manly  appeal  to  the 
nation  in  the  face  of  its  representatives.  One  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  things  is,  that  there  never 
can  be  traced  home  to  the  executive  any  respon- 
sibility for  the  measures  which  are  planned  and  car- 
ried at  its  suggestion.  Another  consequence  will  be 
— ^if  it  has  not  yet  been — that  measures  will  be 
adopted  or  defeated  by  private  intrigues,  political 
combinations,  irresponsible  recommendations,  by  all 
the  blandishments  of  office,  and  all  the  deadening 
weight  of  silent  patronage ;  .  .  .  ministers  may  conceal 
or  evade  any  expression  of  their  opinions.' 

In  charity  it  should  be  presumed  that  in  all 
nations  which  possess  anything  worthy  of  the  name 
of  free  institutions,  the  ablest  men  of  the  political 
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majority  constitute  the  Cabinet;  and^  by  the  enact- 
ment we    are    considering,   all    this    talent   is   ex- 
cluded from  the  councils  of  the  nation,  whereas  all 
the  talent  of  the  Opposition  may  be  there  arrayed 
against  their  measures.     I  confess  it  is  beyond  my 
penetration  to  see  how  this  can  be  reconciled  to  jus- 
tice or  common  sense;  in  no  one  principle  of  their 
Government   did  they  more   completely   ignore   the 
wisdom  and  experience  of  the  mother  country,  and  in 
the  object  they  had  in  view  they  appear  to  have  most 
completely  failed.     It  is  tut  fair  to  the  democrats  to 
say  it  is  no  act  of  theirs ;  they  inherited  the  misfor- 
tune, and  are  likely  to  keep  it,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  their  Constitution,  and  they 
have  a   salutary   dread— much   to    their   praise— of 
tinkering  up  any  flaw  they  iind  in  that  document,  lest 
in  mending  one  hole  they  make  two.     They  have,  as 
a  nation,   so  greatly  prospered  under  its  combined 
enactments,  and  possess  such  an  unlimited  indepen- 
dence in  their  individual  States,  that  although  the 
exclusion  of  the  Cabinet  is  now  very  generally  ad* 
mitted  to  be  an  error,  I  saw  no  inclination  to  moot  the 
question;    probably,    lest    other   questions  affecting 
the    slave    and    non-slave-holding   States   might  be 
brought  on  the  boards,  and  again  disturb  tlie  hoods 
of  union, 

U    2r 
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Another  very  remarkable  *— and  in  a  Bepri^ 
anomalous — feature  in  the  ^venment^  is  the  poiMt 
of  the  Premdenty  who,  b jr  the  OoBBtittttzon,  i«  eluMdl 
during  his  four  years'  tenure  of  offio^  t6  rtde  in  t^ 
^position  to  the  majority,  obstracting  lall  the  ^neaMM 
they  may  bring  forward,  unless  the  WftjoliCy  MlMMlts 
to  two-thirds  in  both  Houses  of  Ooagress^ 

Article  I,,  section  7,  claose  z,  tunis  thus  :-«^'  E^^ 
bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  oi  Rei)pxes6B- 
tatives  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it  beconse  ^  kw, 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States^  if 
he  alpproves,  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not^  he  ^"kA 
return  it  with  his  objections  to  that  Houm  in  whkli  It 
shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  oljeGtkms 
at  large  on  thedr  journal,  and  proceed  to  ^fe-eondiec 
it.  If  aft^  such  re-consideration  two-tbilirds  of  that 
House  Bhall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shi^ll  be  «eBt, 
together  with  the  objectio»8,  to  the  otb^  H^ynse,  by 
which  it  rfiall  likewise  be  re-consideated,  and  H  ap"- 
proved  by  two-thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a 
law/  &o. 

This  powOT  of  the  President  has  been  tised  by 
Washington,  Jackson,  Tyler,  'and  Polk;  paiitidtflai^ 
by  Tyler,  who  opposed  the  wishes  of  the  majority 
^fven  when  those  wishes  were  backed  by  his  xmn 
ministry.     During  the  discussions  on  the  Constitu- 
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tion,  many  of  the  wisest  heads  at  that  eventful  period 
desired  to  establish  the  Presidency  for  life,  bui 
eventoally  the  term  of  four  years  was  agreed  upon; 
and  if  such  powers  of  obstructing  the  wishes  of  a 
majority  were  to  accompany  the  office,  it  certainly 
was  a  prudent  conclusion  they  arrived  at.  In  a  densely 
populated  commumty  like  Great  Britain,  such  powers, 
whether  in  the  hands  of  the  sovereign  or  the  minis- 
ters,  would  produce  a  revolution  in  n^uch  less  time 
than  four  yearR.  It  may,  however,  be  questioned, 
whether  these  powers  are  not  productive  of  evil,  by 
rendering  necessary  such  frequent  elections  for  the 
Presidency.  On  this  point,  Mr.  Justice  Story  states: 
^  The  inconvenience  of  such  frequently  recun-ing  elec- 
tions of  the  chief  magistrate,  by  generating  factions, 
I  combining  intiigues,  and  agitating  the  public  mind, 
l^ems  not  hitherto  to  have  attracted  as  much  attention 
ifl  it  deserves/  And  Chancellor  Kent  remarks,  that 
Hhe  election  of  a  supreme  executive  magistrate  for 
a  whole  nation,  aflTccts  so  many  interests,  addresses 
itself  so  strongly  to  popular  passions,  and  holds  out 
such  powerful  temptations  to  ambition,  that  it  neces- 
sarily becomes  a  strong  trial  to  public  virtue,  and 
^^Byen  hazardous  to  public  tranquillity/ 
^^  There  is  another  evil  which  attends  these  frequent 
I     elections  of  the  chief  magistrate— namely,  the  enor- 
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mous  patronage  at  his  disposal,  and  the  mass  of 
jobbery  and  corruption  to  which  the  exercise  of  it 
nhnost  invariably  leads.  Besides  the  appointment  of 
nearly  every  military,  naval,  civil,  judicial,  and 
revenue-collecting  official — some  of  these  subject,  it  is 
true,  to  the  approval  of  the  Senate — Mr.  Justice  Story 
remarks,  that  with  regard  to  inferior  offices  'his 
patronage  probably  includes  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  of  the  lucrative  offices  of  the  government.' 
His  great  rival  in  patronage  is  the  Postmaster- 
General,  who  has  power  to  appoint  and  remove 
all  deputy-postmasters,  which,  as  the  number  of  post- 
offices  is  22,688,  amounts  to  something  considerable.* 
This  power  was  doubtless  intended  for  the  public 
good,  and  in  order  that  incompetent  or  inefficient 
persons  should  be  removed.  To  the  honour  of 
Washington,  it  is  recorded,  that  during  his  eight  years* 
presidency  only  nine  removals  took  place.  To  President 
Jackson  they  are  indebted,  as  I  have  before  remarked, 
for  the  introduction  of  the  present  corrupt  system. 
According  to  Justice  Story,  on  his  entering  office  he 
removed  233  employes  ;  since  then,  the  snowball  has 
been  steadily  increasing  till  the  present  moment ;  it 
has  now  reached  an  amount  which  it  would  require 


•  Vide  vol.  i.  p.  343. 


Mr.  Baljbage's  n^aoliiiie  to  calculate.  Who  can  doubt 
that  sueli  vast  patronage  has  far  more  influence  in  the 
selection  of  a  rreaident,  than  any  personal  qualifica- 
tion for  the  high  and  important  post  ?  Nothing  could 
prove  more  clearly  that  such  influences  are  piiramoont 
to  aJl  others  than  the  last  election.  There  were  eight 
candidates  on  the  democratic  side,  of  whom  General 
Pierce  was  not  one  ;  all  the  eight  had  their  special 
^  friends,  and  each  party  was  loth  to  lose  the  chance  of 
'  patronage  which  their  friend  s  election  might  reasonably 
lead  them  to  hope  for.  Thus  they  fought  so  vigorously 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  any  one  having  the  requi- 
site nomber  of  votes,  i.e ,  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  polled. 

The   Convention   being   deputed   hy  the  different 
,  States  to  select  from  the  candidates  already  in  the 
|:field,  how  do   they  get  out  of  the  difficulty  at  the 
I  eleventh  hour  ?    They  take  upon  themselves  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair,  who  was 
not  fettered  by  any  particular  followers,    and  from 
whom   all   parties   hoped   they  would  receive   some 
share  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  as  a  reward  for  their 
support.     The  electors  endorsed  the  new  selection  of 
the    Convention,    and    General    Pierce,    lately    com- 
manding a  brigade  in  the  Mexican  war,  was  elected  by 
a  most  astounding  majority.     Scarcely  any  President 
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^ • 

was  e^er  eleeled  with  racb  ftU-bnt  imammity,  and  Ibe 
Press  was  equally  undiiided  iia  ito  praisesv  Erery 
paper  I  read,  in  erery  plaee  I  passed  throizgi^  was 
full  of  the  most  unboauded  eulogy.  But  moA  tte 
change  a  few  months  made.  Before  the  end  o<f  the 
year,  one  half  of  that  Press/ that  which  had  bespattered 
him  with  the  most  fulsome  adulation  during^  the 
honeymoon  of  which  his  inauguration  was  the  centre, 
were  filling  their  columns  with  long  and  loud  eom- 
plaints,  if  not  abuse.  And  what  was  the  chief  burden 
of  their  invective  ?  It  was  the  manner  in  which  he 
distributed  his  patronage.  In  shorty  they  were  dis- 
contented with  the  share  they  received  of  the  loaves 
and  fishes,  and  thus  the  target  of  their  adulation 
during  the  summer  of  hope,  became  the  butt  for  their 
abuse  in  the  winter  of  disappointment. 

There  is  another  subject  connected  with  these  elec- 
tions, which  speaks  with  warning  voice  against  the 
presumable  advantage  of  democr«wjy.  I  would  not  be 
misunderstood  as  casting  the  slightest  shade  upon  the 
amiable  qualities,  intellectual  powers,  or  administrative 
talents  of  any  American  citizen  who  has  been  raised  to 
the  Presidency  during  later  years.  Let  any  candid 
reader,  however,  whether  English  or  American,  look 
at  the  following  lists  of  Presidents  since  the  Consti- 
tution, and  he  cannot  fail  to  observe  that  while  the 
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franchise  was  restricted  in  nearly  every  State,  those 
called  to  that  high  poet  were  the  marked  men  of  the 
highest  talent  in  the  conntry — ^men  whose  reputation 
and  abilities  were  patent  to  the  whole  community ; 
■  while,  with  the  increase  of  democracy,  those  selected 
dtiring  kter  years  are  men  who,  whatever  their  Tirtues 
and  cfipribilities,  were  compaTatively  unknown.  In 
the  case  of  General  Franklin  Pierce,  he  was  never 
even  named   by  the  community;    but,   as  we  have 

I  shown,  was  selected  by  the  Convention  at  the  eleventh 
honr,  as  a  compromise  of  political  partisanship.  Let 
nn  not  forget,  that  while  some  of  the  latei  Presidents 
irere  elected,  Colquhoitn,  Clay,  and  Webster — whose 
nwnes  are  the  just  pride  of  the  RepubUc,  and  house- 
hold words  in  every  family — were  passed  over.*  Surely 
these  simple  facts  may  afford  us  aabjeet  for  profitable 
reflection. 

We  will  now  pass  on  from  the  Goremor  of  the 
Republic    to    the    Governors    of   individual    States. 


•aWafihin^oB  . 

1789 

J.  Adams  .     »     . 

1797 

T.  Jefferaon  .     . 

1801 

J,  Madidon    .     . 

i8og 

J.  Muiiroe      .     . 

1817 

J.  Q.  Adama  .     . 

1825 

A.  Jackson    .     . 

r829 

M.  Van  Buren  . 
W.  H.  Harrison 
J,  Tyler  . 
J.  K.  Polk 
Z.  Taylor  . 
M.  Fillmore 
F.  Pierce  . 
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Their  salaries  vary  in  different  States,  and  range  from 
£300  to  £2000  a-year.  Their  election  is  in  some 
States  by  the  people,  in  others  by  the  legislature: 
their  term  of  office  varies  ;  in  some  States  the  election 
is  annual,  and  in  all  for  a  very  limited  period ;  and  under 
them  each  separate  State  has  its  own  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  its  Senate.  The  chief  power,  which  re- 
sides in  the  Governor  alone,  is  that  of  pardon ;  and  here 
we  may  observe,  that  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  so  enlightened  a  community  as  the  United  States 
would  not  for  any  considerable  number  of  years  have 
tolerated  the  most  flagrant  abuse  of  such  a  power  as 
that  of  pardon ;  and  consequently  that  if  it  be  found 
that  such  abuse  do  now  exist,  it  must  have  grown  with 
the  ever-growing  democratic  element. 

Mr.  Tremenheere  quotes  largely  from  a  work  by  Dr. 
Lieber,  Professor  of  Political  Philosophy  in  the  State 
College  of  South  Carolina.  Among  others  of  a  similar 
character,  the  following  passage  occurs : — *  I  consider 
the  indiscriminate  pardoning  so  frequent  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  most  hostile 
things,  now  at  work  in  our  country,  to  a  perfect  go- 
vernment of  law.'  He  elsewhere  states, '  thatthe  New 
York  Committee  had  ascertained  that  there  are  men 
who  make  a  regular  trade  of  procuring  pardons  for 
convicts,  by  which  they  support  themselves.'  Further 
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on,  be  9 aye,  *  To  tliis  statement  we  have  now  to  add 
the  still  more  appalling  fact,  which  we  would  pass 
over  in  silence  if  our  duty  peiTnitted  it,  that  hut  a 
short  time  ago  the  Governor  of  a  large  State — a 
State  among  the  foremost  in  prison  discipline — was 
openly  and  widely  accused  of  taking  money  for  his 
pardons.  We  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  state 
whether  this  be  true  or  not,  but  it  is  obvious  that  a 
state  of  tilings  which  allows  suspicions  and  charges  bo 
degrading  and  so  ruinous  to  a  healthy  condition,  ought 
not  to  be  home  with/  He  then  subjoins  this  note  : — 
'  While  these  sheets  are  going  through  the  press,  the 
papers  report  that  the  Governor  of  a  large  State  has 
pardoned  thirty  criminals,  among  whom  were  some  of 
the  worst  characters,  at  one  stroke,  on  leaving  the  gu- 
bernatorial chair/ — Among  the  conclusions  Dr.  Lieber 
draws  on  this  point,  is  the  following  astounding  one — - 
L??That  the  executive  in  our  country  is  so  situated  diat,  in 
tlie  ordinar}'  course  of  things,  it  cannot  be  expected  of 
him  that  he  will  resist  the  abuse;  at  least  that  he  will 
not  resist  it  in  many  cases/ 

The  foregoing  extracts  are  certainly  entitled  to  no 

small  weight  when  it  is  remembered  they  come  from 

the   pen    of   a  republican    professor,    writing  upon 

'  Civil  Liberty  and  Self*govemracut/     I  do  not  pre- 

nd  to  say  that  such  gross  cases  as  those  referred  to 
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by  him  oame  within  my  oognizance  during  my  travels, 
bat  I  mo9t  certainly  did  bear  charges  made  against 
goremorsN— in  more  than  one  instanoe^^of  granting 
pardons  throngh  eorrapt  influence. 

I  have  now  given  a  cursory  review  of  the  leading 
features  in  the  executive  of  the  United  States  ;  and  I 
have  endeavoured,  while  doing  so,  to  point  out  the 
effects  which  the  gradual  inroads  of  the  democratic 
element  have  produced.  The  subject  is  one  of  the 
deepest  interest  to  us  as  Englishmen,  inasmuob  as  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  government  to  enlarge,  as  fkr  as 
is  consistent  with  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  The  foregoing  remarks  oi^  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  appear  to  me  conclusive 
as  to  one  faot--*viz.,  that  the  democratic  element  may 
be  introduced  so  largely  as  that,  despite  a  high  stan-^ 
dard  of  national  education  and  worldly  prosperity, 
its  influence  will  produce  the  most  pernicious  eflbet 
upon  die  government  of  the  country. 

This  truth  cannot  be  too  strongly  brought  forward^ 
for  undoubtedly  change  is  the  mania  of  the  day ;  emi 
as>  in  a  free  country,  all  constitutional  changes  must 
have  a  liberal  tendency,  it  behoves  our  legislators  to 
study  deeply  and  patiently  the  effect  produced  upon 
any  country  whose  constitution  is  more  democratic 
than  our  own,  so  as  to  enable  them,  while  steadily  ad- 


vancing  ^ulli  the  age,  to  luiow  when  the  well-being 
of  their  country  retjaii'es  them,  as  true  pa  trio  ts,  to 
resist  tlioao  meiismres  wliich  threaten  injury  to  the 
social  fabric  coniniit^ed  to  tlieir  guidance.  No  field 
oan  afford  tJiem  more  profitable  subjects  for  r&flection 
than  the  United  States  ;  independent  of  the  fact  that 
ber  institutions  are  aiore  democratic .  than  our  own, 
she  possesses  natural  advantages  tliat  enable  her  to 
earry  them  out,  such  as  we  do  not,  and  therefore  the 
British  statesman  may  always  sludy  h^  career  with 
profit,   when  any  great  liberal   movement   is  being 

yita?ted  in  his  own  country. 

Lest  any  one  should  be  disposed  to  imagine  that 
the  statements  I  have  made,  or  the  deductions  I  have 
drawn,  are  merely  the  prejudices  of  a  traveller 
brought  up  under  a  constitutional  monarchy,  1  will 
add  a  passage  showing  the  conclusions  at  which  oiie 
of  the  ablest  men  in  America  has  arrived. 

Bishop  Hopkins,  in  an  address  delivered  before  tlie 
House  of  Convooation  of  Tiinity  College,  Hartford, 
^  after  enlogiising  tlie  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the 
>unders  of  has  country,  as  being  '  tbe  wise  mayter 
builders  of  the  noblest  republic  in  the  world,'  asks 
what  is  its  present  state  after  seventy  yeai's'  brief  ex- 
pt^ience  ?  Behold  the  reply  ; — '  First,  then,  we  hear 
try  side   the   charge  of  pohtioal    corruption. 
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Bribery  is  practised  in  all  our  elections.  The  spoils 
of  oflSce  are  expected  as  a  matter  of  course  by  the 
victorious  party.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
dares  not  be  impartial ;  for,  if  he  were,  he  would  lose 
the  confidence  of  his  Mends,  without  gaining  the 
confidence  of  his  enemies.  The  oldest  statesmen, 
and  most  prominent,  cannot  follow  the  dictates  of  their 
own  judgment  and  conscience,  without  being  re- 
proached as  though  they  were  laying  a  trap  for  the 
presidential  chair.  The  very  laws  of  Congress  are  set 
down  as  the  results  of  personal  venality  or  ambition. 
The  House  of  Representatives,  or  even  the  Senate 
Chamber,  are  disgraced  every  year  by  fierce  passion 
and  violent  denunciation.  The  barbarous  and  im- 
christian  duel  is  anticipated  as  quite  inevitable  unless 
it  be  averted  by  explanations  which  may  satisfy 
worldly  honour,  in  utter  contempt  of  all  religious 
principle.  And  no  member  of  either  House  can  go  to 
the  performance  of  his  public  duties  with  any  security 
that  he  may  not  be  insulted  by  coarse  invective  before 
the  day  is  closed.  Yet  our  rulers  are  never  weary  of 
lauding  the  character  of  Washington,  as  if  they  were 
quite  convinced  that  the  time  had  passed  by  when 
they  might  be  expected  to  verify  the  language  of 
praise  by  the  act  of  imitation.  When  we  look  into 
the  other  classes  of  the  community,  the  same  charge 
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of  venality  and  corruption  meets  us  again.  Our  mer- 
chants are  accused  of  all  sorts  of  dishonest  manage- 
ment; our  brokers,  of  stock-jobbing;  our  city  alder- 
men, of  bribery;  our  lawyers,  of  tnavery;  our 
justices,  of  complicity  with  the  guilty.  The  same 
worship  of  Mammon  seems  to  govern  the  whole,  and 
the  current  phrase,  '  the  almighty  dollar,'  is  a  sad  but 
powerful  exponent  of  the  universal  sin  which  involves 
the  mass  of  our  population.' 

Being  perfectiy  aware  what  a  *  glass  house'  of  cor- 
ruption we  ourselves  are  living  in,  I  do  not  quote  the 
foregoing  by  way  of '  throwing  a  stone,*  but  insert  it 
merely  as  a  warning  of  the  direction  in  which  we 
should  not  seek  for  an  advance  in  purification. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

The  Church,  the  School,  and  ffie  Law. 

A  LTHOUGH  the  Churcik  has  no  connexioa  with 
-^^  ike  State,  it  must  ever  be  a  moet  imp^tant 
element  in  any  Christian  coBunufiitjr.  I  th^refei^ 
fEmish  a  Table  of  the  various  -denoxoinationfi^  so  «b 
to  enable  the  reader,  at  a  glance,  to  get  the  particular 
information  he  may  desire.  Som<e  of  the  denoouiia: 
tions  given  in  this  Table  are  of  course  again  divided 
into  other  sects,  such  as  'Eeformed  Methodists,* 
'  Episcopal  Methodists,* '  Wesleyan  Methodists,'  '  Six 
Principle  Baptists,'  'Seventh-day  Baptists,*  'Anti- 
mission  Baptists,'  &c. 

If  the  accompanying  Tafele  may  be  taken  as  indi- 
cative of  the  whole  population,  it  will  be  seen  that 
one  person  out  of  every  three  is  a  Methodist,  and 
only  one  in  every  twenty-two  is  a  Eomanist;  but 
what  is  more  worthy  of  remark  is,  the  provision  which, 
under  the  voluntary  system,  has  been  made  for  public 
worship. 
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^ 

DenomlDfidoiis. 

Number  of 
Churohca. 

Aggregate  Ac- 
coQUocxiatioa . 

Total   Talue 
of  Church 
PropL-rty. 

1 

Eaptists  .... 

8791 

3^130,878 

£ 
2. 295-590 

Cliri^tiao     .     -     . 

S12 

396,050 

177,621 

^^H 

Congregational 

1674 

795*1/7 
181,986 

1.674*332 

^^H 

Dutch  Beformed  . 

324 

860,313 

^^1 

Episcopal     .     .     . 

1422 

625,213 

2t3%-o»3 

^^M 

Free 

361 

108,605 

52<973 

^^H 

Friends  .... 

7M 

282,823 

359'«>7' 

^^^1 

German  lie  formed 

3^7 

*5<5.933 

29,024 

^^H 

Jewiali     .... 

31 

i6'575 

78.036 

^^H 

Lutheran      .     .     . 

1203 

531,100 

602,205 

^^H 

Mennonite  .     .     . 

ito 

29,900 

19,791 

^^H 

Methodist    .     .     * 

I2,4<>7 

4i209.333 

3*073^700 

^^H 

Moravian     .     .     . 

331 

112,185 

93.002 

^^H 

Presbyterian     .     . 

'        45'=«4 

,      2,040,316 

3*017,675 

^^1 

Roman  Cathohc     . 

11 13 

630,950 

1,884,505 

^^H 

S  weden  borgian 

^5 

5^070 

22,701 

^^1 

Tunker    .... 

^^^ 

35'075 

9,665 

^^1 

Union 

619 

213.553 

144*913 

^^H 

Unitarian     .     .     . 

243 

137^367 

686,305 

^^1 

Universalist      .     . 

494 

205,462 

371-073 

^^1 

Minor  Sects      .     . 

325 

"5^347 

1551815 

I 

Total    . 

36,011 

13,849,896 

£i7»973*523 

We  here  see  accommodation  provided  for  14,000,000 

■ 

in  a  population  of  23,ocx3,ooo — of  wliicli  3^000,000              ^^| 

are  slavoB.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  also  be  obsen'ed,              ^^| 

that  all  these  churches  tire  not  necessarily  supplied              ^^M 

with  ministers,     Their  support  being  dependent  upon             ^^M 

their  congregation,  it  will  occasionally  happen  that              ^^M 

a  minister   gets   starved   out,   and   some  time   may              ^^M 

elapse  before  a  successor  is  appointed;    the  incon-              ^^M 

venience  of  which  contingency  occuriing  is  obvious,              ^^^ 

[                                                                                                           ^1 
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More  than  one  such  case  came  under  my  own  observa- 
tion when  travelling  through  the  country. 

With  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  churches, 
the  only  peculiarity  I  observe  is,  that  the  Unitarian 
community  appear  to  be  nearly  all  gathered  into  one 
spot,  and  that  spot  the  Land  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers, 
and  the  State  that  is  considered  foremost  in  educa- 
tion. Out  of  243  churches,  163  are  situated  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. I  have  never  heard  any  reason  given  for 
this  curious  fact;  doubtless  the  great  talents  of 
Ghanning  tended  to  swell  their  numbers,  but  could 
hardly  account  for  the  extraordinary  proportion  esta- 
blished in  this  State. 

In  proportion  to  its  numbers,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  Episcopal  is  the  wealthiest  of  all  Churches ;  and 
yet  we  find  complaint  made  of  the  insufficiency  of 
the  support  for  their  ministers.  Bishop  Eastbum, 
of  Massachusetts,  in  a  pastoral  letter,  states  that  in 
his  diocese  *  respectable  parents  will  not  bring  up 
their  children  to  the  clerical  profession,  because  the 
salaries  hardly  keep  people  from  starving.'  How  far 
this  is  true  generally,  or  whether  confined  to  his  own 
neighbourhood,  I  cannot  say.  The  Episcopal  Church 
in  America  is  free  from  the  violent  factions  that  have 
distracted  and  thrown  obloquy  upon  the  sister  church 
in  this  country.  The  puerile  struggle  about  surplibes. 
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and  candles,  and  steps  up  to  altars,  and  Bnisaels  lace 
offerings,  appear  to  have  attracted  little  attention  among 
those  in  America,  whose  theological  views  assimilate 
with  the  extreme  high  party  in  England :  and  I  never 
heard,  dnring  my  residence  in  the  States,  any  of  that 
violent  and  uncharitable  language  with  which  dis- 
cnssions  on  religious  topics  too  frequently  ahound  in 
this  country;  nor  is  the  Episcopal  community  by 
any  means  so  divided  as  it  is  here.  The  Bishop  of 
New  Zealand  is  far  nearer  their  type  than  the  con- 
troversial prelate  of  Exeter, 

The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  as  arranged  by  Con- 
vention in  1790,  is  well  worthy  of  notice,  and,  in 
many  points,  of  imitation.  These  pages  are  not  the 
proper  place  for  a  theological  discussion,  and  my 
only  reason  for  touching  upon  the  subject  at  all  iSj 
that  the  public  voice  is  constantly  calling  for  some 
modification  of  the  great  length  of  our  present 
Sunday  services,  and  I  therefore  conclude  that  the 
following  observations  may  be  interesting  to  some  of 
my  readers. 

The  leading  points  of  retrenchment  are — removing 
all  repetitions  such  as  the  Lord^s  Prayer,  the  Creed, 
and  the  Collect  for  the  day ;  a  portion  of  the  close 
of  the  Litany  is  omitted  at  the  discretion  of  the 
minister.     The  Communion  Service  is  not  read  every 

X2 
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Sunday.  I  suppose  the  Church  authorizes  this 
omission  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister,  as  I  have 
attended  service  on  more  than  one  occasion  when  the 
Communion  was  not  read;  when  read,  Our  Lord's  com- 
mandment, Matthew  xxii.  37 — 40,  follows  the  Com- 
mandments of  the  Old  Testament,  and  a  short  Collect, 
followed  by  the  Collect,  Epistle,  and  Gospel  for  the 
day,  finish  that  portion  of  the  service.  Independent 
of  the  regular  Psalms  for  the  day,  there  are  ten 
separate  short  collections,  any  one  of  which  the 
minister  may  substitute  for  the  proper  Psalms,  and 
the  Gloria  Patri  is  only  said  after  the  last  Psalm. 

The  leading  features  of  difference  from  our  own 
*  Common  Prayer*  are  as  follow: — They  appoint 
proper  Second  Lessons  for  the  Sunday,  instead  of 
leaving  them  to  the  chance  of  the  Calendar — they 
place  the  Nicene  and  Apostles  Creed  side  by  side, 
and  leave  the  minister  to  select  which  he  prefers,  and 
to  use,  if  he  think  proper,  the  word  *  Hades  *  instead 
of  Hell.  They  remove  the  Athanasian  Creed  entirely 
from  the  Prayer  Book,  leaving  to  the  minister  to 
explain  the  mysteries  which  that  creed  so  summarily 
disposes  of.  When  it  is  considered  how  many 
Episcopalians  are  opposed  to  its  damnatory  clauses, 
and  how  much  more  nearly  the  other  creeds  resemble 
that  model  of  simplicity  the  Lord's  Prayer,  they 
appear  to  have  exercised  a  sound  discretion  in  this 


excision.  Few  deep-tliinking  people,  I  imagine,  can 
have  heard  the  cliildreo  of  the  parish  school  reading 
the  responses  of  that  creed  after  the  minister,  without 
pain. 

Lest  the  passing  opinion  of  a  traveller  upon  such 
a  suhject  he  deemed  hasty  or  irreverent,  I  heg  to  quote 
Bishop  Tomline*s  opinion.  He  says^ — *Great  ohjections 
have  heen  made  to  the  clauses  which  denounce  eternal 
damnation  against  those  who  do  not  heheve  the  faith 
as  here  stated;  and  it  certainly  is  to  be  lamented 
that  assertions  of  so  peremptory  a  nature,  unexplained 
and  unqualified,  should  have  heen  used  in  any  human 
composition.  ....  Though  I  firmly  helieve  that  the 
doctrines  of  this  creed  are  all  founded  on  Scripture, 
I  cannot  hut  conceive  it  to  he  both  unnecessary  and 
presumptuous  to  say  that^  '  except  every  one  do  keep 
them  whole  and  undefiled,  without  doubt  he  shall  perish 
evarlaatingly.'  *  Mr.  Wheatley  also,  when  writing  on 
the  Creed  says,  that  the  third  and  fourth  verses  con- 
stitute the  creedj  and  that  what  follows  *  requires  our 
assent  no  more  than  a  sermon  does,  which  is  made 
to  prove  or  illustrate  a  text.'— To  resume. 

They  have  proper  prayers  and  thanksgivings  for  in- 
dividuals who  desire  their  use,  instead  of,  as  with  us, 
introducing  a  few  w^ords  into  the  ordinary  service. 
They  have  provided  a  Hberal  collection  of  psalms  and 
hymns  for  singing  in  church,   and  no   others  are 
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allowed  to  be  used.  Each  psalm  and  hymn  has 
the  Gloria  Patri  suited  to  it  marked  at  the  be- 
ginning. The  inconvenience  of  the  total  want  of 
such  a  provision  in  our  Church  is  most  palpable. 
Not  long  before  I  went  to  America,  I  was  attend- 
ing a  parish  church  in  the  country,  where  a  great 
proportion  of  the  psalms  and  hymns  used  were 
the  minister  s  own  composition,  and,  if  I  recollect 
right,  the  book  cost  half-a-crown.  I  came  up  to  town, 
and  I  found  my  parish  church  there  had  a  selection 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Bishop  of  London.  Since  my 
return  from  America  I  have  gone  to  the  same  London 
church,  under  the  same  Bishop,  and  I  have  found  a 
totally  different  book  in  use. — ^The  foregoing  are  the 
principal  alterations  in  the  Sunday  services. 

The  alterations  in  the  other  services  are  chiefly  the 
following : — In  the  full  Communion  Service,  the  word 
*  condemnation'  is  substituted  for  *  damnation,*  in  the 
notice  of  intimation.  The  whole  of  the  damnatory 
clause  in  the  exhortation,  from  the  word  *  unworthily' 
to  '  sundry  kinds  of  death,'  is  expunged.  The  first 
prayer  in  our  Church  after  the  reception,  is  modified 
by  them  into  an  oblation  and  invocation,  and  precedes 
the  reception.  The  remainder  of  the  service  is  nearly 
the  same  as  our  own. 

They  have  removed  the  objectionable  opening  of 
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the  Marriage  Service  ;  but,  not  content  with  that,  they 
have  also  removed  the  whole  of  tbe  service  which 
follows  the  minister's  blessing  after  the  marriage  is 
pronounced,  and  thus  reduced  it  to  a  five  minutes* 
ceremony.  While  on  this  subject,  I  may  as  well  obaerve 
that,  from  inquiries  I  made,  I  believe  but  few  of  those 
marriages  take  place  by  which  husband  and  wife 
are  prevented  from  kneeling  at  the  &ame  altar,  by  which 
their  highest  interests  can  never  be  a  subject  of  mutnal 
discussion,  and  by  which  children  are  either  brought 
up  without  any  fixed  rehgious  ideas  at  all,  or  else  a 
compromise  is  entered  into,  and  the  girls  are  educated 
in  one  Church  and  the  boys  in  another*  In  short,  I 
believe  the  Eomanists  in  America,  marry  but  rarely 
out  of  the  pale  of  their  own  church.  I  cannot  say 
what  the  law  of  divorce  is,  but  it  appears  to  offer  far 
greater  facilities  than  would  be  approved  of  in  Eng- 
land. A  gentleman  mentioned  two  cases  to  me,  in 
one  of  which  the  divorce  was  obtained  by  the  wife 
without  the  husband  being  aware  of  it,  although 
living  in  the  same  State ;  in  the  other,  the  wife  re* 
turned  to  the  State  from  which  her  husband  had 
taken  her,  and  there  obtained  a  divorce  without  his 
knowledge. — To  return  from  this  digression*  In  the 
Visitation  of  the  Sick  they  have  removed  that  individual 
absolution  of  the  minister,  the  wording  of  which  is 
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SO  objectionable,  that,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  it  is 
rarely  used  by  ministers  in  England.  In  the  fiurial 
of  the  Dead  they  have  changed  the  two  concluding 
prayers  in  those  sentences  which  refer  to  the  deceased. 
The  Commination  they  have  entirely  expunged.  They 
have  added  a  full  service  for  Visitation  of  Prisoners ; 
and  a  Harvest  Thanksgiving ;  and  they  have  provided 
a  form  of  morning  and  evening  prayer  for  families. 

The  foregoing  constitute  the  leading  points  of  dif- 
ference. Of  course  there  are  many  minor  ones  which 
are  merely  verbal,  such  for  instance  as  their  expung- 
ing the  scriptural  quotation  of  *  King  of  kings.  Lord 
of  lords,*  from  the  prayer  for  the  President,  probably 
out  of  deference  to  the  prejudices  of  the  Bepublicans, 
for  which  omission  they  have  partially  atoned  by  the 
substitution  of  the  grander  expression  of  *  only  Buler 
of  the  Universe,'  in  lieu  of  the  more  limited  term  '  only 
Euler  of  Princes.*  To  enter  into  all  these  verbal 
changes  would  be  alike  tedious  and  useless.  Enough 
I  trust  has  been  written  to  convey  a  general  idea  of 
the  most  striking  and  interesting  points  of  difference. 

Other  Churches  transplanted  to  this  hemisphere, 
seem  to  differ  from  the  parent  stock  most  essentially. 
Thus  I  find  in  the  almanack  for  1853,  'Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  (North)  3984  ministers,  and 
66:^,315  communicants;*  and  below  them  *  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church  (South)'  without  any  return  of 
statistics*  I  regret  not  heing  able  to  give  the  reader 
any  lii  story  of  this  occidental  hierarchy,  I  do  not  even 
know  the  Episcopacizing  process  they  go  through, 
whether  it  is  entirely  lay,  or  entirely  clerical,  or 
whether  it  is  a  fusion  of  the  two.  At  first  I  imagined 
it  was  a  Wesleyan  offshoot,  but  I  can  find  no  indica- 
tion of  that  fact;  and  moreover  the  Wesleyan  is  a 
very  small  body  numbering  600  ministers  and  30,000 
commumcants,  I  only  allude  to  it  because  it  appears 
to  me  a  totally  novel  feature  in  Dissenting  bodies — 
as  understood  in  England,  Another  curious  change 
produced  by  this  Western  climate,  is  that  it  turns  all 
my  Presbyterian  Mends  instrumentally  musical,  I 
do  not  remember  entering  any  of  their  churches 
without  finding  an  organ  ;  and  in  many  instances  a 
very  good  choir.  Although  I  approve  highly  of  the 
euphonioos  improvement,  I  feel  sure  that  many  of  my 
countrymen  in  the  extreme  north  would  rather  see  a 
picture  representing  Satan  in  Abraham's  bosom  inside 
their  kirk  than  any  musical  instrument.  Such  is  the 
force  of  habit  and  prejudice. 

The  extent  to  which  the  churches  in  America  have 
increased  is  doubtless  most  creditable  to  the  com- 
munity, when  it  is  remembered  that  all  the  various 
denominations  ai'e  supported  volunttirily  :  nor  is  their 
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number  the  only  point  worthy  of  notice ;  the  buildings 
themselves  have  all  some  ecclesiastical  appearance, 
and  many  of  them  are  fine  specimens  of  architecture. 
Besides  which,  they  are  always  kept  clean  and  in 
good  order ;  you  vrill  never  find  those  unsightly  bamSi 
and  still  less  the  dilapidation  which  is  often  met  with 
in  the  mother  land.  I  have  myself  been  in  a  church 
at  home  where  the  flooring  was  all  worn  away,  and 
gravel  from  the  outside  substituted,  and  where  the 
seats  were  so  ricketty  that  a  fall  might  be  anticipated 
at  any  moment.  The  parishioners  were  poor  High- 
landers, it  is  true,  but  the  owner  of  the  soil  was  a  man 
of  considerable  wealth. 

I  have,  since  my  return  to  England,  been  into  a 
beautiful  old  parish  church  in  one  of  the  midland 
counties ;  the  building  was  in  a  most  deplorable  state 
of  dilapidation,  and  the  communion-rail  formed  a 
music-stand,  while  inside  were  placed  an  orchestra 
of  two  fiddles  and  a  bass-viol.  The  minister  received, 
for  the  first  three  years  he  officiated,  the  exorbitant 
remuneration  of  thirty  pounds  a  year;  since  which 
time  he  has  taken  the  duties  of  parish- schoolmaster, 
the  salary  for  which,  increased  by  a  small  sum  from 
Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  enables  him  to  keep  body  and 
soul  together.  But  of  course  the  school  engrossed  all 
his  time,  except  what  was  necessary  to  prepare  his  dis- 
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courseSj  ami  iiia  parishioners  were  unavoidably  and 
totally  neglected,  till  dissenting  ministers  came  to  the 
rescue ;  as  a  natural  consequence,  they  soon  followed 
the  ministers  who  made  them  the  objects  of  their  care> 
and  when  I  attended  this  beautiful  old  parish  church, 
the  congregation,  independent  of  the  orchestra  and 
the  parish  school,  consisted  of  eleven  souls,  three  of 
whom  came  from  the  minister's  own  house.  You 
might  seek  in  vain  to  parallel  such  a  case  throughout 
the  whole  Republic. 

I  now  propose  to  make  a  few  observations  about 
disbelief  in  the  United  States*  On  this  point  I  have 
no  statistics  to  refer  to,  nor  do  I  believe  such  exist. 
I  therefore  can  form  no  idea  of  its  extent ;  but 
the  open  way  in  which  some  parties  not  only  express 
their  doubts  of  the  authenticity  of  Scripture,  but  dis- 
pute every  doctrine  which  it  contains,  and  openly 
proclaim  it  the  enemy  of  man,  is  worthy  of  some 
notice.  An  Ismite  Convention  was  held  for  many 
days  at  Hartibrd,  in  one  of  the  New  England  States 
— Connecticut — where  I  suppose  education  may  be 
considered  as  universal  as  in  any  other  State  in  the 
Union, 

The  meeting  was  considered  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  occupy  daily  several  columns  of  one  of  the 
New  York  leading  journals,  and  to  employ  a  special 
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reporter.  It  is  thus  headed — Meeting  of  Philo- 
sophers, Theologians,  Thinkers,  Strong-Minded 
Women,  Spiritual  Eappers,  Atheists,  and  Ne- 
groes. Details  of  this  Convention  would  be  too 
tedious ;  I  propose  only  giving  a  few  of  their  re- 
solutions. Eesolved  —  *  That  the  Bible,  in  some 
parts  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  sanctions  in- 
justice, concubinage,  prostitution,  oppression,  war, 
plunder,  and  wholesale  murder,  and  therefore  that 
the  Bible,  as  a  whole,  originated* — is  false,  and  in- 
jurious to  the  social  and  spiritual  growth  of  man.' 
After  which  the  chairman  goes  on  to  prove  (?)  it 
is  purely  human,  &c.  Another  resolution  reiterates 
the  former,  and  adds  that  *the  time  has  come  to 
declare  its  untruthfulness,  and  to  unmask  those  who 
are  guilty  of  its  imposture.*  Then  follows  a  resolution 
for  the  especial  consideration  of  slave-owners  : — '  Re- 
solved— That  it  is  the  climax  of  audacity  and  impiety 
for  this  nation  to  receive  the  Bible  as  the  inspired 
Word  of  God,  and  then  to  make  it  a  penal  offence  to 
give  it  to  any  of  the  millions  who  are  held  as  chattel 
slaves  on  its  soil,  thus  conspiring  to  maJce  them 
miserable  here  and  hereafter.'  Then  follows  a  chari- 
table resolution,  declaring  their  belief  that  all  the 
clergy  *  would  readily* bum   the   Bible  to-morrow  if 

•  I    suppose    originated  from    the  Deity  is    intended. — 
H.  A.  M. 
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public  BentimeDt  denaaiided  it/  One  of  the  orators 
brings  the  Bible  to  the  bar  of  Geology,  and  there  con 
demns  it,  and  recommends  '  that  the  Hindoos  should 
establish  a  mission  to  enlighten  Christians  of  this  and 
other  countries.  He  believed  the  priesthood  and  Bible 
were  opposed  to  all  liberty  and  progress,  and  the  dead- 
liest enemies  of  mankind/ 

Another  member  of  this  blasphemous  band  becomes 
highly  indignant  because  the  orthodox  clergymen' — 
who  probably  remembered  that  *  evil  communicatioua 
corrupt  good  manners' — would  not  meet  them  on  their 
iniidel  platform,  and  he  presents  a  resolution  de- 
claring that  *  by  their  absence^  they  had  openly 
declared  their  infidelity  to  their  professions  of  theo- 
logical faitl],  and  had  thus  confessed  the  weakness 
and  folly  of  their  arrogant  assumptions,  and  proved 
that  they  loved  popular  favour  more  than  common 
good ;  that  they  are  therefore  moral  cowards,  pharisees 
of  this  nineteenth  century,  seeking  to  enslave  more  and 
more  the  mind  of  man/  &c.  Another  orator  then  pro- 
poses a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  Bible  religion  is  not  a  system  of  salvation 
from  sin  and  its  effects,  but  a  system  of  damnation 
into  sin  and  its  effects;  that  it  is  the  friend  of  moral 
and  spiritual  slavery,  and  therefore  'the  foe  of  human 
mental  and  spiritual  liberty/  Subsequently  a  strong* 
minded  woman^  called  Mrs.  Rose,  appeared  on  the 
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platform  amid  considerable  uproar,  followed  by  ex- 
tinguishing the  gas  and  singing  songs.  After  a 
severe  struggle,  the  lady  managed  to  express  her 
sentiments  in  these  mild  and  Christian  terms: — 
*  The  Church  is  upon  your  neck.  Do  you  want  to  be 
free  ?  Then  trample  the  Church,  the  priest,  and  the 
Bible  under  your  feet/ — ^Tbe  last  day  s  proceeding 
closed  by  a  row  in  the  gallery,  owing  to  a  fight,  in 
which  a  dirk  had  been  drawn ;  and  then  the  Conven- 
tion adjourned  till  the  following  year. 

The  reader  must  not  imagine  that  I  state  this  as  an 
indication  of  the  tone  of  religious  feeling  in  the  New 
England  States, — far  from  it ;  but  it  appears  to  me  a 
fact  worth  noticing,  that  a  Convention  of  such  a 
nature  and  magnitude,  and  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  to  employ  the  special  reporter  of  a 
leading  journal  of  New  York,  should  by  any  pos- 
sibility assemble  for  days  and  days  together,  and  give 
vent  to  such  blasphemous  sentiments  among  a  people 
so  liberally  educated  and  so  amply  supplied  vrith 
means  of  religious  instruction.  I  only  hope  that  the 
infidelity  of  the  whole  Eepublic  was  gathered  into  that 
one  assembly,  and  that  having  met  in  so  uncongenial 
an  atmosphere,  they  all  returned  to  their  homes  im- 
pregnated with  some  of  the  purer  atmosphere  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  people. 
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Tlie  subject  of  Education  naturally  follows  ailter 
the  Chorch ;  but,  on  this  point,  any  attempt  at  accu- 
racy is  hopeless*  Whether  it  be  from  the  variety  of 
school  systems  in  the  different  States,  or  from  some 
innate  defect  in  the  measures  taken  to  obtain  infor- 
mationj  1  cannot  pretend  to  say ;  Ijot  the  discre- 
pancies between  the  statements  made  are  bo  great,  that 
I  can  only  pretend  to  give  a  moderate  approximation 
to  the  truth,  which  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  the 
means  provided  for  education  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  tlie  Bepublic,  constitute  one  of  its  noblest 
features.  In  rough  numbers  they  may  be  thus  stated : — 


Schools. 

Kumb^ir. 

InstniGtora. 

Pupils. 

Poblic       ,     -     , 
CoUegcB  .     .     . 
Academies,  &  ) 
others          ) 

SltOOO 
220 

6,000 

92,000 
I2,GOO 

4,000,  cr£«3 
20,000 

261^000 

Of  the  above  colleges,  theology  claims  44,  medicine 
37,  law  16, 

Among  the  expenses  of  the  various  colleges,  which 
I  can  refer  to,  I  find  University  College,  Virginia — 
the  terms  of  which  occupy  44  weeks — is  the  moat 
expensive.  The  annual  charges  for  a  student  are 
the  following : — ^College  expenses,  £40 ;  botu^d,  £22  ; 
washing,  fuel,  and  lights,  £4; — in  all,  £70.     It  is 
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the  noble  work  of  the  protection  and  edncation  of 
helpless  youth.  The  regulation  exists  in  some  shape 
or  other  in  many  States.  1  suhjoin  the  wording  of  it 
from  that  of  Massachusetts  : — 

^  'No  child  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years  shall  be 
employed  i7i  any  maniLfacturing  estahlishmentf  unless 
such  child  shall  have  attended  some  public  or  private 
day -school,  where  instruction  is  given  by  a  teacher 
qualified  according   to  law   to    teach    orthographif, 

^  reading,  writing^  English  grammar,  geography y  arith- 
utiCf  and  good  behaviour ^  at  least  one  term  of  eleven 
weeks  of  the  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  time  of 
such  employntent,  and  for  the  same  period  during  any 
and  every  twelve  mo7iths  in  which  such  child  shall  be 
so  employed.' 

Although  my  salt-fish  friends  are  probably  very 
familiar  with  sea-lawyers,  the  general  reader  may  be 
Istonished  to  see  ajiy  allusion  to  law  made  by  a  sea* 
captain.  I  therefore  beg  to  inform  Mm,  that  the  fol- 
lowing observations  on  a  most  interesting  point  are 
furnished  me  by  a  friend  who  is  legitimately  at  home 
in  that  complicated  business,  and  who  devoted  much 
attention  to  the  study  of  the  method  by  which  land  is 
conveyed  in  the  United  States  with  so  much  ease  and 
so  little  expense : — 

*  In  America  all  conveyances  of  land,  whether  ab- 
II,  Y 
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solute  or  by  way  of  mortgage  only,  are,  with  the 
exception  of  some  chattel  interests,  required  to  be 
registered  within  a  fixed  or  a  reasonable  time  after 
their  execution.     Registration  is  constmctiYe  notice 
to  all  the  world ;  if  not  registered,  a  deed  is  only  valid 
against  the  parties  to  it  and  the  heirs  and  devisees 
of  the  grantor.     Generally,  however,  notice  obtained 
by  a  purchaser  previous  to  his  purchase,  will,  if  clearly 
proved,  prevent  his  taking  the  advantage,  though  he 
may  have  been  beforehand  in  registering  his  own  title. 
*  By  the  old  laws  of  Massachusetts,  all  deeds  <d 
conveyance  were  required  to  be  recorded,  *  that  nei- 
ther creditors  might  be  defrauded,  nor  courts  troubled 
with  vexatious  suits  and  endless  contentions/   In  con- 
sequence of  the  number  of  registers  established — one 
in  each  county — and  the  excellence  of  their  arrange- 
ments, no  inconvenience  results  from  the  accximulation 
of  deeds,  notwithstanding  the  early  period  to  which  they 
go  back.     In  the  register  for  Suffolk  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, are  to  be  seen  copies  of  deeds  from  1640 
down  to  the  present  time.     They  are  bound  up  in 
640  volumes,  and  do  not  as  yet  take  up  much  ^ace. 
They  have  lately  multiplied  in  an  increasing  ratio, 
the  volumes  having  risen  from  250  to  their  present 
number  within  the  last  25  years. 

*  The  register  for  Philadelphia  county,  Pennsylvania, 
contains  within  a  moderate  compass  deeds  from  1683 
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downwards.  They  are  refen-ed  to  by  indiees  on 
the  following  plan :  All  deeds  made  within  a  certain 
time,  and  in  which  the  name  of  the  grantor  com* 
mences  with  the  same  letter  of  the  alphabet,  are 
bound  np  in  one  volume ;  thuSi  a  volume  marked 
'H  1820-1847/  contains  all  deeds  executed  he* 
tween  those  years  by  grantors  whose  names  begin 
with  H,  One  index  volume  contains  the  names  of  all 
grantors  between  those  years  in  alphabetical  order, 
another  that  of  all  grantees,  and  both  refer  to  volume 
and  page  of  the  books  of  deeds.  A  third  index  gives 
the  names  of  grantors  and  grantees,  arranged  chrono- 
logically according  to  the  year  in  which  the  deed  they 
were  parties  to  was  executed, 

*  The  original  deeds  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
proprietors,  bnt  are  of  secondary  importance.  They 
are  written  in  a  plain  legible  hand  on  paper,  parch- 
ment being  seldom  used.  The  signatures  of  the 
parties  are  of  course  requisite ;  but  the  seal,  which  is 
essential  to  a  deed  in  England,  is  in  many  States  dis- 
pensed with.  The  custom  of  registering  obviates  the 
necessity  for  those  long  recitals  that  so  swell  out  an 
English  conveyance,  and  the  shortest  possible  forms 
of  covenants  are  preferred.  The  American  conveyance 
only  Witnesses  that  the  grantor  conveys  the  property 
therein  described,  which,  or  part  of  which,  was  con- 
veyed to  liim  by  such  a  one  by  a  deed  of  such  a  date ; 
Y  % 
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and  a  marginal  note  states  the  volume  and  page  where 
the  deed  thas  mentioned  is  to  be  seen. 

*  The  advantages  of  registration  are, — greater  secu- 
rity of  title,  and  brevity  and  economy  in  conveyances. 
The  example  of  the  United  States  shows  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  of  real  property 
to  render  such  a  system  impracticable.  Several  of 
the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  Boston  declared,  that 
their  registration  was  found  to  work  easily  and  safely; 
the  only  change  desired  was  by  a  few,  who  expressed 
a  wish  that  more  registers  should  be  established,  as, 
one  for  every  district,  instead  of  for  every  county. 
They  all  expressed  their  astonishment  that  a  similar 
plan  had  not  long  ago  been  adopted  in  England. 
They  admitted  that  dealings  with  property  were  more 
simple  in  America,  where  strict  settlements  are  either 
not  allowed,  or  not  generally  in  use,  but  maintained 
that  the  real  obstacles  to  a  registration  in  this  country 
lie  not  so  much  in  the  difficulty  of  carrying  it  out,  as 
in  the  prejudices  of  landowners,  the  self-interest  of 
lawyers,  and  the  superstitious  dread  entertained  by 
John  Bull  generally  of  anything  to  which  he  is  un- 
accustomed.'* 


•  Comnmnicated  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Dodson,  son  of  The 
Bight  Honourable  Sir  J.  Dodson,  Dean  of  the  Arches,  &c. 
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I  am  no  lawyer,  as  I  observed  before,  and  therefore 
I  do  not  pretend  to  pass  an  opinion  on  the  details  of 
the  foregoing  remarks ;  but  of  the  results  produced 
by  their  system,  I  certainly  can  speak,  for  I  have  seen 
property  transferred  without  the  slightest  trouble,  and 
for  a  few  shillings,  which,  owing  to  the  amount  in- 
volved, and  the  complications  connected  with  it, 
would,  if  transferred  in  this  country,  have  kept  the 
firm  of  Screw,  Skinflint,  and  Stickem  hard  at  work 
for  months,  and  when  finished,  would  have  required  a 
week  to  make  up  the  bill  of  costs,  &c. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
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TTTRITING  about  law  makes  one  litigions;  so  I 
'  *  seize  this  opportunity  for  making  a  few  obser- 
Tations  on  American  claims*  I  am  not  going  to  open 
the  question  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  &c.  fisheries; 
because  British  liberality  has  resigned  a  right,  the 
retention  of  which  was  a  source  of  continual  irritation 
to  our  republican  neighbours.  I  must,  however,  quote 
a  few  lines  from  the  work  of  their  able  Chancellor, 
Kent,  to  show  how  fully  justified  we  were  in  claiming 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy*  If  the  Chan- 
cellor's work  on  the  Law  of  Nations  is  consulted,  it  will 
be  found  that  he  points  out  to  Ms  countrymen  their 
right  to  the  sovereignty  of  lines  stretching  'from 
Cape  Anne  to  Cape  Cod,  Nantucket  to  Montauck 
Point,  thence  to  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  and  from 
the  South  Cape  of  Florida  to  the  Misdssippi/     With 
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Biich  wholesale  claims  asserted  on  their  part,  it  would 
require  something  more  than  modest  assurance  to 
dispute  England's  right  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy*  But 
my  litigation  with  the  Republic  is  respecting  some  of 
their  claims  to  inventions,  which  they  put  forward  in 
80  barefaced  a  manner,  that  the  unwary  or  the  unin- 
quiring — which  two  sections  of  the  human  family 
constitute  the  great  majority — are  constantly  misled 
into  a  belief  of  their  truth;  and  tlie  citizens  of  the 
Republic  would  do  well  to  remember,  that  by  putting 
forward  unwarrantable  pretensions  to  some  disco- 
veries, they  afford  just  grounds  for  questioning  their 
lawful  claims  to  others. 

The  first  I  shall  mention  is  with  reference  to  Fulton 
and  steam,  Mr.  Charles  King,  the  President  of 
Columbia  College,  in  a  lecture  delivered  before  the 
Mechanics'  Institute,  Broadway,  Kew  York,  in  De- 
cember, 3851,  claims  for  Fulton  '  the  application  of  a 
known  force  in  a  new  manner,  and  to  neio  and  before 
unthQught-of  purposes,*  Now  what  are  the  real  facts  ? 
James  Watt,  in  1769,  patented  the  double-acting 
engine,  which  was  the  first  step  by  which  the  steam- 
engine  was  made  capable  of  being  used  to  propel  a 
vesseL  In  tySo  James  Pickard  patented  what  is  no 
other  than  the  present  connecting  rod  and  crank,  and 
a  fly-wheel,  the  second  and  last  great  improvement  in 
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the  steam-engine  which  enabled  it  to  be  of  service  in 
propelling  vessels.*  In  1785  William  Symington 
took  out  a  patent,  by  which  he  obtained,  with 
economy  of  fuel,  a  more  perfect  method  of  conden- 
sation of  steam  and  a  more  perfect  vacuum. 

In  1787,  Mr.  Miller,  of  Dalswinton,  a  gentleman 
who  had  spent  a  fortune  of  nearly  ^630,000  in  ship- 
building experiments,  was  urged  by  Mr.  Taylor  to 
try  and  apply  the  power  of  steam  to  vessels.  William 
Symington  was  applied  to,  with  the  view  of  know- 
ing if  he  could  apply  his  engine  to  one  of  Mr. 
Miller's  boats,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  propelled 
a  little  pleasure  vessel  on  the  lake  at  Dalswinton,  at 
the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour,  on  the  14th  November, 

1788.  In  the  following  year  Mr.  Symington  made  a 
double  engine  for  a  boat  to  be  tried  upon  the  Forth 
and  Clyde  Canal;  and  in  the  month  of  December, 

1789,  this  trial  vessel  was  propelled  at  the  rate  of 
six  and  a  half  miles  an  hour.  Lord  Dundas,  who 
was  a  large  proprietor  in  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal, 
employed  Symington  to  make  -experiments  in  1801. 
The  result  of  these  trials  was  the  construction  of  the 


•  The  Marquis  de  Jouffroy  is  said  to  have  worked  a  boat 
by  steam  on  the  Seine,  in  1781 ;  but  the  Revolution  breaking 
out,  he  appears  to  have  been  unable  to  complete  his  invention. 
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*  Charlotte  Dundas/  the  first  practical  steam-boat 
ever  built.  The  engines  of  tliis  vessel  combined  the 
patents  before  mentioned  of  Watt,  Pickardj  and 
Symington,  which  combinations — made  by  the  latter 
patentee — constitute  the  present  system  of  steam 
navigation.  The  Charlotte  Dnndas  made  her  trial 
trip  in  March,  i8o3>  and  so  satisfactory  waa  the  trial, 
that  the  Duke  of  Bridgewatei  ordered  eight  boats  of 
Symington,  for  the  purpose  of  running  on  his  canal. 
The  Duke  of  Bridgewater  died  immediately  after ;  and 
the  Forth  and  Clyde  proprietors,  owing  to  the  injury 
caused  to  the  banks,  discontinued  the  use  of  the  boat. 
The  foregoing  observations  prove  that  if  any  one  in- 
dividual can  claim  the  merit  of  inventing  the  steam- 
engine,  that  man  is  Wilham  Symington,  who,  com- 
bining previous  inventions  with  his  own  patent, 
constructed  the  engine  as  at  present  in  use.  At  the 
same  time,  every  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Miller,  who  first 
afforded  Symington  the  opportunity  of  putting  liis 
ingenuity  to  the  test. 

Let  us  now  look  at  'Mi.  Fulton  s  part  in  the  trans- 
action. In  1 80 1  he  visited  Scotland,  and  was  present 
at  one  of  the  experiments  making  by  Symington  on 
the  canal,  and  from  him  he  obtained  permiasion  to 
make  full  sketches  and  notes  ofbothboat  and  appa- 
ratus.    The  fact  ia  sworn  to  on  oath  of  the  presence 
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ignorance  or  an  assurance,  for  neither  of  which  the 
slightest  excuse  can  he  made.*^ 

With  equal  accuracy  Mr.  King  informs  the  me- 
chanics that  '  Colonel  John  Stevens  had  clearly 
worked  out  in  his  own  mind,  long  hefore  any  loco- 
motive was  constructed  in  Europe,  the  theory  of  such 
an  application  of  steam,  and  the  actual  fonn  in  which 
it  could  be  advantageously  made,  as  well  as  the  cost 
of  constructing  and  working  a  railway  for  the  use  of 
locomotives/  If  this  were  true,  how  does  it  happen 
that  the  son  of  the  Colonel,  an  ahle  and  ingenious  me- 
chanician, came  over  to  George  Stephenson,  at  Liver- 
pool, toleam  what  he  was  doing,  and  to  order  engines 
from  him  i  hut  Mr,  King  outherods  Herod,  for  he  claims 
on  behalf  of  the  Colonel,  the  working  of  steam  expan- 


*  The  foregoing  details  are  eaaentmlly  extracted  from 
a  work  by  Mr.  Woodcroll,  profesBOr  of  mackiiiery  at 
TTnivertity  College,  London ;  who,  after  proving  that  the 
previous  inventioni  of  his  oountryinen  were  conahined  to- 
gether, for  the  first  time,  in  the  boat  eDgined  by  Symington, 
thna  clearly  and  summarily  dispofles  of  the  pretenaioixs  put 
forward  in  favour  of  Fulton  ; — *  In  fact,  if  these  inventiona 
fieparately,  or  as  a  combination,  were  removed  out  of  Fulton 'a 
boat,  nothing  would  be  left  but  the  hull;  and  if  the  hull 
could  then  be  divested  of  that  peculiarity  of  form,  admitted 
to  have  been  derived  from  Colonel  Beaufoy*B  experiments,  ^il 
tha^i  would  remain  watcld  he  ike  hull  of  a  boat  of  ordinary 
coTutruction.* 
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sively  in  1^15,  for  which  Watt  had  taken  oat  a  patest 
thirty-five  years  before.  If  presidents  of  colleges  ia 
America  cannot  in  their  lectnres  deal  more  closely 
with  facts,  the  instmction  givcD  within  the  walls  of 
the  college  will  come  under  very  nn&Toarable  sits* 
picions. 

In  conclusion^  I  will  only  add  a  few  remarks  as  to 
ocean  steamers^  on  which  subject,  as  on  the  iuTention 
of  the  engine,  there  is  considerable  diMcolty  in 
awarding  the  honours  to  anj'  single  individuaL  The 
Americans  were  the  fi^rst  to  employ  steamers  along 
the  coast,  and  the  ^  Savannah/  built  by  them  in  1819^ 
was  the  firat  vessel  that  crossed  the  Ocean  employing 
steam  in  any  way  as  an  assistant.  But  in  her 
steam  was  a  very  small  auxiliary  power,  and  the 
were  that  upon  which  the  vessel  mainly  depeni 
She  cannot  therefore  fairly  be  called  an  ocean  steamer. 
The  *  Enterprise/  a  vessel  of  500  tons  burden^  with 
two  120  horse-power  engines,  started  from  London  for 
Calcutta,  touching  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  about 
the  year  1826 ;  and  may  be  fairly  considered  as  the 
first  vessel  that  made  an  ocean  journey  essentially 
dependent  on  steam.  Subsequently  the  '  Boyal  Wil- 
liam/ built  at  Quebec,  after  running  between  that 
port  and  Halifax  from  1831  to  1833,  started  in  the 
fall  of  the  latter  year  for  Falmouth ;  and  to  her  be- 
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longs  the  honour  of  being  the  first  homlfide  paddle- 
wheel  steamer  that  crossed  the  Atlantic.  She  was 
afterwards  sold  to  the  Portuguese  government,  and 
fitted  up  as  a  man-of-war  steamer,  under  the  name  of 
the  'Dona  Isabella/ 

If  J  however,  it  he  asked,  where  oceanic  communica- 
tion took  its  rise,  nnqnestionably  that  honour  he- 
longs  to  Bristol  and  the  *  Great  Western/  a  steamer 
of  3IO  feet  in  length,  1240  tons,  fitted  with  two 
engines  of  a  10  horse-power  each.  This  vessel  started 
on  the  8th  of  March,  1838,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Hosken,  reached  New  York  in  thirteen  days 
ten  hours,  and  made  the  return  passage  in  fifteen  days. 
Since  that  date  oceau  steamers  and  steam  companies 
have  risen  up  like  muslirooms.  England  and  America 
have  estabHshed  a  kind  of  weekly  Derby,  Cnnard 
entering  one  horse  and  Collins  the  other.  Unques- 
tionably the  Americans  have  been  pioneers  in  im- 
proving the  build,  and  a  rivalry  has  sprung  up  which 
is  as  useful  as  it  is  honourable. 

rXhe  English  boats  adhere  to  a  greater  proportion  of 
iftil,  in  case  of  accidents  to  the  engine;  the  Americans 
carry  less  sail  than  we  do,  for  the  sake  of  increasing 
the  speed.  As  to  relative  comfort  on  hoard  the  two 
boats,  an  American  gentleman,  who  bad  made  several 
voyages,  told  me  that  the  only  difierence  he  ever  dis- 
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coirefed  was,  the  same  as  exists  between  the  hotels  of 
the  respective  countries. — ^To  return  to  litigation. 

Another  claim  freqnently  set  up  in  America  is  the 
invention  of  the  telegraph.  Even  in  the  Census 
Beport — ^which  I  suppose  may  be  considered  a  Go- 
vernment worker  read  the  following: — *It  is  to 
American  ingenuity  that  we  owe  the  practical  appli- 
cation of  the  telegraph*  While  the  honour  is  due  to 
Professor  Morse  for  the  practical  application  and 
successful  prosecution  of  the  telegraph,  it  is  mainly 
owing  to  the  researches  and  discoyeries  of  Professor 
Henry,  and  other  scientific  Americans,  that  he  was 
enabled  to  perfect  bo  valuable  an  invention/  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  a  more  unblushing  piece  of 
e&ontery  than  the  foregoing  sentence,  which  pro- 
claims throughout  the  Union  that  the  electric  tele* 
graph  in  its  practical  working  is  the  invention  of  one 
American,  and  in  its  scientific  details  the  invention 
of  other  Americans,  neither  of  which  assertions 
has  truth  for  its  basis,  and  consequently  the  super- 
structure is  a  fiction — the  only  available  excuse  for 
which  would  be,  that  the  writer  had  never  heard  of 
what  was  going  on  in  Europe.  Had  he  taken  the 
least  trouble  to  inqtdre  into  the  subject  before  he 
virrote  he  never  would — ^it  is  to  be  hoped — have  so 
grossly  deceived  his  countrymen. 
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He  might  have  easily  ascertained  that  such  men  as 
Oersted,  Ampere,  Aiflgo,  Stnrgeon,  had  mastered  in 
detail  the  various  scientific  difficulties  that  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  long-desired 
object;  and  he  might  also  have  known  that  Cooke  in 
England  and  Stienhiel  in  Germany  had  hoth  over- 
come the  practical  difficulties  before  Professor  Morse 
had  enlightened  the  Republic  with  his  system,  which 
—  like  Bain's — is  simply  an  other  method  of  producing 
the  same  result — L  <?.,  telegraphic  communicatioa. 

Mr.  Cooke  took  out  his  patent  in  conj  unction  with 
Professor  Wlieatstone,  whose  attention  had  long  been 
turned  to  this  subject,  and  whose  name  has  been  so 
much  more  before  the  public,  that  not  a  few  persons 
attribute  the  telegraph  to  him  exclusively.  There 
was,  indeed,  some  dispute  between  them  as  to  their 
respective  claims,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  Sir 
I.  Brunei  and  Professor  Daniell  for  arbitration.  The 
burden  of  their  decision  was,  that  Mr.  Cooke  was 
entitled  to  stand  alone  as  the  gentleman  to  whom 
Great  Britain  is  indebted  for  having  practically  in- 
troduced and  carried  out  the  telegraph  as  a  useful 
undertaking;  Professor  Wheatstones  profound  and 
successful  researches  having  akeady  prepared  the 
public  to  receive  it — So  much  for  the  justice  of  the 
American  claim  to  the  invention,  which,  like  steam, 
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the  pioditoe  of  maiij  betds,  aikd  wwb  hnM^ 
into  pnetkal  uae  fifst  by  Cooka,  ilieiL  by  Sdealiielii 
C^tfmanj,  and  lastly  by  MofBe  in  America. 

Another  mTention  uf  which  the  puUie  bftne  lienl 
no  Utile  discussion  lately  is  the  leaping  madiifift  Xo 
the  American  nation  doohtlesB  belongs  the  endtl  of 
forcing  it  into  notice  and  into  use ;  but  wm  fixr  any 
claim  to  the  inTention»  it  is  e^oally  eertain  d^y 
bare  none*  That  hononr  is  doe  solely  to  tbe  Bet. 
Patrick  Bell,  a  Bcot<:h  minister  in  the  preri»yt6iy  of 
Arbroath.  He  first  tried  his  reaping  machine  in 
1828,  at  his  father's  Ikrm,  an  Lord  Airiie's 
where  it  has  been  in  yearly  nse  eTer  sinoe ; 
October  he  exhibited  it  at  the  Highland 
meedng  at  Glasgow.  The  principle  upon  which  Ua 
first  machine  was  made  difliars  in  nothing  fiom 
ninlrfng  at  this  honr;  and^  as  some  of  tke 
employed  on  his  &ther'i  farm  migrated  to  AmeaS^ 
it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  they  carried  sitffieieat 
information  with  them  to  explain  the  mm^^mmfi 
American  ingenuity  soon  copied^  and  Amedeaii 
en^gy  soon  gave  an  impulse  to,  Mr.  Bell's  iwaj^l^pt^ 
for  which,  thoogh  denying  them  the  invention,  ne 
ought  not  to  deny  them  our  thanks. 

But  while  I  thus  explain  the  unwarrantable  claintt 
which  Americans  ha¥e  set  forth,  I  must  not  allow 
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John  Bull  to  lay  tlie  flattering  unction  to  Ms  soul 
that  none  of  his  cledmed  discoveries  are  disputed  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Athmtic.  I  have  seen  a  Book 
of  FactB  printed  in  America,  wliich  charges  us  with 
more  than  one  geographical  rohhery  in  the  Arctic 
Seas,  in  which  regions,  it  is  well  known,  American 
enterprise  and  sympathy  have  heen  most  nobly 
employed.  As  I  am  incapahle  of  balancing  the 
respective  clnimSj  I  leave  that  subject  to  the  Hydro - 
grapher  s  office  of  the  two  countries. 

The  citizens  of  the  Republic  have  but  little  idea  of 

the  injurious  effects  which  the  putting  forward  unwar- 

^Hantahle  claims  has  npon  their  jnstv  claims.     I  have 

^■kow  before  me  a  letter  from  a  seafaring  man  who  has 

^^pent  a  quarter  of  a  century  upon  the  borders  of  the 

United  Stales ;  he  is  writing  on  the  subject  of  their 

I      claims  to  the  invention  of  steam^  and  he  winds  up 

in  these  words : — *^  Tbey  are  with  this,  as  they  are 

with    every   other    thing    to    which   either    merit  or 

virtue  is  attached — the  sole  and  only  proprietors  and 

originators,  and  say  both  the  one  and  the  other  are 

unknown  out  of  the  universal  Yankee  nation.*     I  do 

I      not  endorse  the  sentiment,  but  I  quote  it  to  show^  the 

^■iifect  produced  on  soma   minds  by  the   unfounded 

claims  they  have  put  forward. 

They  have  ingenuity  and  invention  enough  legiu- 
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of  an  Amerieaa  gentiemim.  who  called  Inimeif  ^yz, 
FnitoiL.  (inrni^  the  (^xp&rnnaUB ;  aoid  fiizdier'  en^nbace 
is  fi)fiiid  in  die  fiict  tiiatr  die  ffligfniBi-  he^  oiiitiiiL 
of  Misaars.  Banlton  sid  Wsot  finr  die  'dtiimii' 
wwjLU  pieciaely  of  die  amie  fHmniiwuiui' 
in  die  Chariotte  Dnndas,  vtuh  die 
of  Oio  inches  more  fiiameiBr  in  die 
die  patent  of  Fulton  dates  fimn  i9oi^  —  Lvuiii 
▼efD9  after  Symington  had  propeOed  a  baar  br 
steam  on  Lake  Dalewinton^  and  eightr  yeaKB*  aAK 
he  had  himself  taken  aketches  of  SyiniufflMLft 
ffngmes  in  die  Forth  and  Clyde  csudrboati 

Beyond  the  5)re^oing  eridoice,  dieie  is  die  txsdr 
mony  of  ifr.  Bell  rfaat,  at  Fulton  3  rwioeat;  he  aenr 
him  ininrniaiion,  plans.  ^.,  of  ^fr.  idlersr  first  ex- 
p«im«its.  T:ie  ^ong  ind  rfae  short  of  die  story  ia 
'^iearty  :hia  : — ^^fr.  Fiiton  ^as  a  shrewd  and  dtrer 
^m^neer,  Ee  ?ame  :o  England,  <^pied  the  steam- 
engine  Thich  ^-v-mington  had  lomhined— ^>ne  i?aa 
hardly  -lay  'nventefi — md  :faen  remmed  to  his  own 
country,  and  inpiiefi  it  snccesalTiily.  &r  which  die 
Hepnbiic  inght  *:o  be  hanknii  "o  him.  and  to  homoTir 
his  name :  bat.  for  a  president  ii  a  college  leetnrrn^ 
h^ore  a  mechanics  soeiery.  'o  *ail  F^iiton  the  inv^nor 
'  of  applying  a  kno^m  riorce  in  i  ne^o  manner  ind  to 
new  and  before  ^inthoitght-of  purpose^    dxhibits  an 
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and  40  years  of  age  is  liable  to  militia  servioe. 
Those  who  do  not  serve  are  subject  to  a  fine,  varying 
in  different  States,  from  3a.  upwards;  vrhich  sum 
helps  to  pay  those  who  do  duty.  The  pay  of  a  private 
while  on  duty  is  about  1O8,  a- day,  and  that  of  officers 
in  proportion.  Formerly,  they  only  turned  out  two 
days  in  the  year ;  now,  I  believe,  they  generally  turn 
out  ten,  and  in  some  of  the  cities  twenty^  days  anna- 
ally.  The  persons  excused  from  militia  service,  are 
the  clergy,  medical  men,  fire  companies,  and  those 
who  have  held  a  commission  for  three  years.  Each 
regiment  settles  its  own  uniform ;  and  it  is  a  strange 
sight  to  see  companies  in  French,  German,  and  High- 
land uniforms,  all  marching  gaily  through  the  streets. 

The  day  of  firing  at  a  mark  is  quite  a  fete;  they 
parade  the  town,  with  the  target  untouched,  on  their 
road  to  the  ground;  there  they  commence  firing, 
at  100  yards;  if  the  bull's-eye  be  not  snfficiently 
riddled,  they  get  closer  and  closer,  until,  perforated 
and  in  shreds,  it  scarce  hangs  together  as  they  return 
through  the  town  bearing  it  aloft  in  triumph,  and 
followed  by  all  the  washed,  half-washed,  and  un- 
washed aspirants  to  military  glory. 

I  believe  the  good  sense  of  the  people  is  endeavour- 
ing to  break  through  the  system  of  nationalizing  the 
companies  into  French,  German,.  Highland,  &c.,  be- 
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lieving,  that  keeping  up  suth  distiactians  is  more 
calculated  to  produce  discord  than  harmony.     How 
long  it  will  be  before  they  succeed   in  eradicating 
these  separate  nationalities,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say. 
I  With  respect  to  their  numberSj  I  cannot  give  any 

I  accurate  information.  The  American  Almanack — - 
generally    a    very  useful    source    of    information- — 

II  puts   them   down  at  2,202^113  ;    which  is  evidently 
'      a  little  bit  of  Buncombe,  as    those  figures    repre- 
sent very  nearly  the  whole   able-bodied  men  in  the 
Republic  hetween  the  ages  of  18  and  40.   As  they  are 
liable  to  he  called  on^  the  Almanack  puts  them  down 

^^B  though  regularly  enrolled ;  their  real  numbers  T 

f  leave  to  the  fertility  of  the  imagination.  In  the  same 
authority,  I  find  the  officers  calculated  at  76,920,  of 
which  765  are  generals.  These  numbers,  I  imagine^ 
must  also  go  through  a  powerful  process  of  subtrac- 
tion before  the  exact  truth  would  be  arrived  at, 
although  I  believe  there  are  twice  765  citizens  who 

^bijoy  the  titular  honour. 

^^  One  fact,  however,  is  beyond  doubt ;  they  have  a 
large  militia,  accustomed  to,  and  fond  of,  using  fire- 
arms ;  and  those  who  feel  disposed  to  approach  their 
shores  with  hostile  intentions,  will  find  the  old  Scotch 
motto  applicable  to  them  in  its  fullest  sense, — 
*  Kemo  me  iniputie  lacesait.' 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Adverse  Influences. 

T  NOW  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  annual 
-'■  celebration  of  the  4th  July,  an  event  which  pre- 
sents itself  to  my  mind  under  two  opposite  aspects^ 
the  one  beneficial,  the  other  injurious.  If  contem- 
plated as  a  nation's  grateful  acknowledgment  to  Pro- 
vidence for  the  successful  termination  of  an  arduous 
struggle  for  independence,  it  assumes  an  aspect  at 
once  dignified  and  Christian ;  but  if  into  its  celebra- 
tion other  elements  enter  which  are  calculated  to 
nourish  hostile  feelings  towards  those  who  have  long 
ceased  to  reciprocate  such  unworthy  sentiments,  in 
that  case  I  think  its  aspect  may  be  fairly  termed 
both  injurious  and  unchristian. 

Let  me  then  call  your  attention  to  the  method  of 
celebration.  It  consists  of  three  parts: — First,  the 
reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  secondly, 
an  oration  on  the  subject;  lastly,  procession  and 
jollification. 

Now  what  is   the  Declaration  of  Independence? 
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It  is  a  document  ^hicli  details  their  views  of  the 
oppression  and  injustice  which  justified  their  rebellion 
agdnst  the  mother  country.  The  chiuses  are  too 
nnmerotiB  to  quote  in  full,  but  I  subjoin  a  few,  that 
the  reader  may  form  his  own  opinion.  Speaking  of 
the  sovereign  of  Great  Britain,  they  say  he  has  pro- 
tected *  armed  troops  among  us,  by  a  mock  trial, 
from  punishment  for  any  murders  which  they  should 
commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these  States.  He  has 
plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our 
towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people.  He  is, 
at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mer- 
cenaries to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation, 
and  tyranny,  already  begun,  with  circumstances  of 
cruelty  and  perfdy  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most 
barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a 
civilized  nation.  He  has  constrained  our  fellow- 
citizens  taken  captive  on  the  liigh  seas,  to  hear  arms 
against  their  country,  to  become  the  executioners  of 
their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  by 
their  hands.  '  He  hiis  excited  domestic  insurrections 
amongst  us,  and  has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the 
inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless  Indian 
savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  on  undistin- 
guished destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditionn. 
In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have  petitioned 


344  ^^  BOXO?  [CH. 

for  redress  Id  the  most  humble  terms ;  our  repeated 
petitions  have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury. 
A  prince  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every 
act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  mkr 
of  a  firee  people/ 

I  pause  not  to  ask  if  any  of  these  charges  are 
correct  or  not :  grant  them  accuracy  in  every  state- 
ment, nay  more,  admit  that  they  were  eminently 
calculated  to  stir  up  the  feeUngs  of  the  colonists,  and 
to  inflame  that  spirit  which  was  requisite  to  make 
their  struggle  for  independence  justifiable  and  success- 
ful, and  that  they  were  therefore  called  for  by  the 
emergencies  of  the  day; — but  nearly  eighty  years 
have  rolled  over  since  that  Declaration  was  penned; 
there  is  no  success  sought  for  now  which  renders 
such  appeals  necessary,  and  surely  it  is  not  for  the 
purpose  of  justifying  their  rebellion  that  they  are 
made.  Where  then  is  the  good  to  be  derived  from 
such  declarations?  Is  there  any  misgiving  in  the 
Kepublic  as  to  sentiments  of  patriotism  or  pluck? 
Surely  none.  But  who  can  help  seeing  the  evil  to 
which  they  lead?  These  annual  recapitulations  of 
old  grievances,  buried  beneath  nearly  a  century,  must 
tend  to  excite  hostile  feelings  towards  England.  Con- 
ceive for  one  moment  France  reading  annually  a 
declaration  of  independence  from  British  arms  on  the 
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anniversary  of  their  recapture  of  Calais,  and  engross- 
ing in  that  docnment  every  injoBtice  or  atrocity  which 
the  English  perpetrated  during  their  rule;  not  to 
mention  the  undignified  nature  of  such  a  course,  who 
can  douht  that  it  would  be  pre-eminently  calculated 
to  generate  those  hostile  feelings  which  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  all  civilized  States  to  allay?  In 
ghort,  what  does  it  so  much  resemble  as  the 
system  by  which,  in  barbarous  days  long  since 
past,  the  Highland  clans  used  to  perpetuate  their 
feuds.  If  a  Christian  community  cannot  glory  iix  and 
commemorate  national  independence  without  such 
adjuncts,  such  a  ceremony  would,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  be  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the 
obseiTance. 

Among  other  pernicious  influences,  I  should  men- 
tion that  the  Irish  celebrate  the  battle  of  the  Boyne 
annually  in  order  to  prevent  their  national  angry 
passions  from  subsiding.  Not  the  least  curious 
features  in  these  same  Paddies  is  the  fact  that,  while 
cursing  England  for  her  treatment  of  IreUmd,  they 
all  unite  as  one  man  in  favour  of  Slavery.  Mr. 
Mitchellj  the  escaped  convict,  is  said  to  have  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  a  plantation  on  the  Alabama 
river  with  fifty  sleek  slaves,  was  the  beau  id^al  of  a 
terrestrial  paradise.     If  he  be  a  bachelor,  and  still 
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entertain  the  same  sentiments,  I  would  recommend 
him  to  take  'The  stewardess  of  the  Lady  Franklin' 
as  the  sharer  of  his  joys. 

With  regard  to  the  orations  pronounced,  the  one 
I  heard  at  Geneseo  had  nothing  that  struck  me  as  in 
any  way  lending  itself  to  those  feelings  I   have  so 
freely  censured;   but  it  is  not  always  so.     I  have 
before  me  now  an  epitome  of  a  speech  made  by  the 
Honourable  D.  S.  Dickenson,  at  Syracuse,  on  July 4th, 
1 853.    Being  an  honourable,  it  is  not  unfair  to  suppose 
him — mind,  I  say  to  suppose  him — a  man  of  superior 
attainment,  selected  by  a  well-educated  people.     The 
epitome  is  hetided  *  Vigorous  Discussion  and  Patriotic 
Sentiments/      I  only  quote    one   passage,   which  1 
could   almost  fancy  Matthew  Ward,  the  hero  of  the 
Louisville  school-room,  had  written ;  it  runs  thus : — 
*  The  eloquent  orator  then  went  on  for  nearly  half  an 
hour  in  a  strain  of  withering  sarcasm  and  invective, 
exposing  the  shameless  and  wicked  oppressions  of 
England  in  her  collieries,  in   her  factories,   in  her 
oppression  of  Ireland ;  denouncing  her  as   a  nation 
whose  history  was  written  in  oppression   and  blood 
{great  applause,') — It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
chosen  representative  of  an   intelligent  community 
should  thus  speak  of  that  nation  to  which  his  own 
country  is  indebted  for  nearly  every  valuable  institu- 
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tion  she  possesses;  but  when  such  ridiculous  vitupem- 
tion  is  received  with  shouts  of  applause  from  the 
gaping  rowdies  who  throng  around  him,  does  it  not 
clearly  demonstrate  the  truth  of  my  previous  state- 
ments as  to  the  effects  which  the  celebratiou  of  the 
4th  of  July,  as  now  observed,  may  naturally  lead  to  ? 
I  say,  may  lead  to,  because  I  would  fain  hope,  for 
the  sake  of  the  cretlit  and  dignity  of  the  Republic, 
that  such  disreputable  orations  are  rare  exceptions. 

But  that  such  feelings  of  aversion  to  the  mother 
country  are  generated  among  the  masses,  is  proved  in* 
directly  in  another  quarter — viz..  Congress.  During 
the  debate  on  the  Clay  ton- B  ill  wer  treaty,  a  Mr. 
Douglay,  to  whom  I  have  before  alluded,  and  who  may 
he  considered  as  the  representative  of  the  rabid  and 
rowdy  portion  of  the  community,  thus  expresses  him- 
self with  regard  to  England :  '  It  is  impossible  she 
can  love  us, — I  do  not  blame  her  for  not  loving  us, — 
sir,  we  have  wounded  her  vanity  and  humbled  her  pride, 
— she  coji  never  forgive  us.  But  for  us,  she  would  be 
the  first  Power  on  the  face  of  the  earth, — but  for  us, 
she  would  have  the  prospect  of  maintaining  that 
proud  position  which  she  held  for  so  long  a  period. 
We  are  in  her  way.  She  is  jealous  of  us;  and  jea- 
lousy forbids  the  idea  of  friendship.  England  does 
not  love  us ;  she  cannot  love  us,  and  we  cannot  love 
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her  either.  We  have  some  things  in  the  past  to 
rememher  that  are  not  agreeable.  She  has  more  in 
the  present  to  humiliate  her  that  she  cannot  forgive.' 
— After  which  expressions,  the  poor  little  man,  as 
though  he  had  not  the  slightest  conception  of  the 
meaning  of  the  words  he  was  using,  adds  the  follow- 
ing sentence,  deprecating  all  he  had  previously  uttered: 
'I  do  not  wish  to  administer  to  the  feeling  of  jea- 
lousy and  rivalry  that  exists  between  us  and  England. 
I  wish  to  soften  and  smooth  it  down  as  much  as 
possible.' 

On  a  subsequent  occasion,  Mr.  Butler,  senator  for 
South  Carolina,  who  honestly  did  deprecate  such  lan- 
guage as  the  foregoing,  referred,  by  way  of  contrast, 
to  the  many  constitutional  principles  the  RepubUo 
had  derived  from  England,  and  also  to  the  valuable 
literature  which  she  had  produced,  and  by  which 
the  Kepublic  had  Benefited.  Upon  which,  poor  Mr. 
Douglas  got  furious,  and  asserted,  that  *  Every  EngUsh 
book  circulated  contains  lurking  and  insidious  slan- 
ders and  Ubels  upon  the  character  of  our  people  and 
the  institutions  and  policy  of  our  Government.* — ^He 
then  discovered  that  abolitionism  began  in  England, 
and  that  '  she  keeps  her  missionaries  perambulating 
this  country,  delivering  lectures  and  scattering  abroad 
incendiary  publications,  designed  to  excite  prejudices, 


Jiate,  and  strife  between  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union/ — He  then,  with  IHinois  truthfulness,  hints 
at  Uncle  T(ynis  Cabin,  as  though  it  were  Enghsh 
literature,  and  which,  he  says,  *is  designed  to  atir 
up  treason  and  insurrection  around  his- — ^Mr.  Butlers 
— -fireside/  &c,  —  He  returns  to  the  charge,  and 
asserts,  with  equal  accuracy,  *  Millions  are  being 
expended  to  distribute.  C/ncie  T&ms  Cabin  throughout 
the  world,  with  the  view  of  combining  the  fanaticism, 
ignorance,  and  hatred  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  in 
a  common  crusade  agaiust  the  peeuHar  institutions  of 
the  State  and  section  of  this  Union  represented  by  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina/  One  might  almost  ima- 
gine that  the  copy  of  Webster's  Dictionary,  which  Mr. 
Douglas  has  in  his  library — if  he  possess  such  a  thing 
— has  omitted  an  old  English  word,  spelt  T  r  u  t  h. 
But  the  point  I  wish  to  call  the  reader's  especial 
attention  to,  is,  that  the  little  senator  s  rabid  rhapsody 
was  received  with  shouts  of  gallery  applause,  which, 
as  I  have  before  observed,  is  an  exhibition  of  senti- 
ment not  allowed  in  the  Senate  to  either  members  of 
Congress  or  gallery.  Yet,  so  thoroughly  had  he  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  of  the  said  rowdies,  that  they 
could  not  resist  the  unlawful  burst  of  approval.  Mr. 
Butler  of  course  replied  to  his  absurd  arguments ;  but 
my  object  is  not  discussion.     I   only  allude  to  the 
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sabject  at  all  for  the  parpose  of  proving  my  previous 
assertion,  that  within  the  walls  of  Congress  itself 
elements  calculated  to  engender  feelings  of  animosity 
towards  Great  Britain  are  to  be  found  at  work.  It  is 
this  deep-seated  consciousness  of  guilt  that  makes 
that  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  Bepublic  so  sensi- 
tive with  regard  to  the  observations  which  proceed 
from  this  country.  Americans  like  Mr.  Butler,  who 
maintain  the  dignity  of  their  country  without  de- 
scending to  paltry  popularity-hunting  calunmy,  can 
afford  to  read  any  criticisms  which  may  come  from 
across  the  water  with  as  much  caknness  as  American 
remarks  are  read  here.  Such  men  have  no  accusing 
conscience  gnawing  at  their  vitals.  If  the  population 
of  the  two  countries  were  fed  upon  Judge  Douglas's 
venomous  diet,  ere  long,  like  the  Salkenny  cats, 
nothing  but  the  tails  would  be  left. 

I  have  felt  it  imperative  to  make  these  remarks, 
that  my  countrymen  may  understand  why  they  so 
constantly  find  the  strongest  symptoms  of  hostility  to 
England  in  a  certain  class  of  American  writers.  Even 
in  the  text-books  for  children,  you  can  detect  the  same 
animus  working.  Miss  Willard,  in  her  History  of 
the  United  States,  narrates  that  six  Indian  chiefs 
came  to  Colonel  Washington,  the  grandfather  of  the 
founder  of  the  Bepublic,  to  treat  for  peace.    The 
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treachery  to,  and  cold-blooded  murder  of,  these  poor 
Indians  she  disposes  of  thus  i — *  He  wrong f  idly  put 
them  to  death.'     General  Clinton's  conduct,  in   the 
prosecution  of  his  duties  to  his  countn%  wliich  never 
dispkyed  any  such  revolting  act,  she  describes  as  re- 
viving in  a  civilized  age  '  barbarous  atrocities,' — Take 
another  instance  of  amiable  sentiments  towards  Eng- 
land,  as  exhibited  by  the  Common  Council  of  New 
York,  who  voted  £zoo  to  entertain  John  Mitchell,  the 
convict  who  had  escaped  from  custody.     The  Mayor 
addresses  him  in  the  following  terms : — '  When,  sir, 
you  were  silenced  by  restraint,  overpowered  by  brutal 
force,  and  foreign  bayonets  were  employed  on  your  own 
soil  to  suppress  truth  and  to  bind  upon  your  limbs  and 
mind  the  shackles  of  slavery,  we  sympatliized  with  you 
in  your  adversity.     We  hated   the  tyrant  and  loved 
the  victim.     And  when,*  sir,  after  the  semblance  of 
a  trial,  you  were  condemned  and  hurried  as  a  felon 
from  your  home,  your  country,  and  your  friends,  to  a 
distant  land,  we  were   filled  with   indignation,  and 
pledged  a  deeper  hatred  towards  the  enemies  of  man.' — 
Mr,  Mitchell,  in  reply,  confesses  himself  from  earliest 
youth   a   trtdtor   to   his   country,   and   honoiu*s   the 
British  Government  with  the  following  epithets :  *  I 
say  to  them  that  they  are  not  a  government  at  all, 
but  a  gang  of  conspirators,  of  robbers,  of  murderers/ 
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These  sentiments  were  received  by  the  moltitade 
around  with  '  great  applause.'  Considering  how 
many  causes  for  exciting  ill-will  exist,  the  only 
wonder  is  that,  when  so  large  a  portion  of  the  Bepub- 
lioans  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  tmth  as  regards 
England,  the  feeling  is  not  more  hostile. 

It  is  needless  to  assert,  that  the  feelings  of  jealousy 
and  animosity  ascribed  to  England  by  Mr.  Douglas, 
exist  only  in  the  disordered  imagination  of  his  own 
brain  and  of  those  of  the  deluded  gulls  who  follow  in 
his  train ;  for  I  am  proud  to  say  iio  similar  undignified 
and  antagonistic  elements  are  at  work  here;  and,  if 
any  attempt  were  made  to  introduce  them,  the  good 
sense  of  the  country  would  unite  with  one  voice  to  cry 
them  down.  I  defy  all  the  educated,  ignorant,  or 
rabid  population  of  the  Republic  to  bring  forward  any 
instance  where,  either  in  the  celebration  of  any  cere- 
mony, the  orations  of  any  senator,  or  the  meetings  of 
any  corporation,  such  unworthy  and  contemptible 
animosity  towards  the  United  States  has  ever  been 
shadowed  forth. 

I  must  not,  however,  allow  the  reader  to  understand 
from  the  foregoing  remark  that  there  is  an  universal 
national  antipathy  to  England;  although,  whenever 
she  is  brought  into  juxtaposition  with  the  Republic, 
it  may  appear  very  strongly  developed.     The  most 
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erroneous  impressions  are  at  this  moment  abroad 
among  my  countrymen,  in  respect  of  American  sympa- 
thies with  Bussia.  Filibusteros,  rabid  annexatioDists, 
inveterate  Slaveholders,  tind  Rowdies  of  every  class, 
to  wliich  must  be  added  a  few  ignoble  minds  who 
make  the  grave  of  conscience  a  '  stump"  from  which 
to  pour  forth  Buncombe  speeches  to  catch  ephemeral 
popularity,  constitute  the  body  in  America  who  sym- 
pathize with  Eussia.  All  the  intelligence  of  the 
North,  and  a  great  proportion  of  that  of  the  South, 
feel  the  deepest  interest  in  our  success,  not  merely  as 
descendants  of  the  mother  country,  but  also  because 
they  recognise  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  as  a 
struggle  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  We  must  neither  be 
deceived  by  tlie  Filibuslero  Press,  nor  by  the  accounts 
we  read  of  vessels  laden  with  arms  carrying  them  to 
Russia.  Those  are  no  more  proofs  of  the  national 
feeling,  than  the  building  of  slave -clippers  every  year 
at  Baltimore  is  a  proof  that  the  nation  wishes  to 
encourage  the  slave-trade.  The  true  feeling  of  a 
nation  must  be  sought  for  far  deeper  than  in  the 
superficial  clamour  of  political  demagogues,  backed 
though  it  be  by  the  applause  of  gaping  crowds  whose 
worst  passions  are  pandered  to  for  the  sake  of  a 
transient  breath  of  popularity. 
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022a  I^oArida. 

fl^JdLL  preoeding  olwtirvuiiiiiiE  lead  naximllT  -to  b  ifievc 
"^  obsorvstiQiiF  upon  AmfiTioan  cfaflXHCGer  in  u 
nsdanal  point  of  Tiew :  jasr  in  ireflxmg  of  eo  fiocoeod' 
ineFwaned  a  conmnmitv.  cambinin^  oe  ii  dos  nnaili 
everr  jwsdan  uf  liie  Old  ITadd.  it  would  be  benmndlitt; 

Itmite  of  a  WqA  like  Hub  to  mUOSr  inW   ^^gtanlB  wn  -go 

complicBted  a  snbjeci. 

At  I  prefer  commencing  with  tbf  obj^ctiaiiabk 
pointb.  and  wind  in r  uj'  wiiL  lue  more  &E^roiirabi:t.  3 
aball  fiiBi  nam^  Tflniry  ut  t  urea:  national  featizre. 
The  Inkomt  adniaiion  wiiL  wiiicL  tiie  Prosfe  iiespatccEF 
itt  reuderfe.  tbrouiriion:  liie  lenctL  and  bieadtb  of  tot 
Tjnion.  whenever  any  comparisons  are  drawn  witL 
other  notionf:.  it  bc  great  iha:  the  maesef^  have  beeomr 
perfectiy  delnded  :  and  heinr  «i'  iar  removed  from  tiie 
naitionB  of  tiie  C»id  'VTorid.  and  knowing.  conEegiieiitrv. 
nothmg  of  tmm  except  xfarongL  tiie  cohmniE  of  t 
TanityHfeeding  Preefc,  titer  receive  tiie  moat  eza"'- 
gerated  staiementi;  at  thou^  tiiey  were  Gospel  tmtiif^ 
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— ^little  aware  how  supremely  ridiculous  the  vaunting 
which  they  read  with  delight  makes  them  appear  in 
the  eyes  of  other  people. 

I  insert  the  following  extract  from  the  Press,  as 
one  instance  amoDg  many  of  the  vain  and  ridiculous 
style  of  some  of  their  editorial  leaders.  It  ia  taken 
from  the  New  York  Herald — one  of  the  most  widely- 
circulated  papers  in  the  Union,  but  one  which,  I  am 
bound  in  justice  to  say,  is  held  in  contempt*  hy  the 
more  intelligent  portion  of  the  community.  Speaking 
of  Mrs.  B.  Stowe*s  reception  in  England^  he  says : — 
*  She  proves  herself  quite  an  American  in  her  inter- 
course with  the  EngHsh  aristocracy.  Her  self-pos- 
session,  ease^  and  independence  of  manner  were  quite 
undisturbed  in  the  presence  of  the  proud  duchesses 
and  fraughty  dames  of  the  titled  Enghsh  nobility. 
They  expected  timidity  and  fear,  and  reverence  for 
their  titles,  in  an  untitled  person,  and  they  found 
themselves  disappointed.  Mrs.  Sfcowe  felt  herself 
their  equal  in  social  hfe,  and  acted  among  them  as 
she  felt.  This,  above  all  other  tilings,  has  caused  a 
great  astonishment  in  tiic  higher  circles  in  favour  of 


*  The  NeiJo   York  Memld    ia   edited   by    two   renegade 
British  subjects,  one  of  whom  was,  I  am  told,  formerly  a 
writer  m  a  scurrilous  publication  in  this  country. 
A  A  a 
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Ameiioui  women,  for  m  hct  it  ia  a  quality  pcealiarfy 
toopgnirfiing  u  Ameckan  womaiLp  tkal  s2ke  can  W 
and  is  a  dnchesa  amoiig  dncbcwig/ 

Even  in  tbe  fiimple  article  of  dipLomaiic  diesB  ve 
lee  the  name  featore  peeping  oat.  Vanitj  May  la 
discoTer^d  as  readOj  in  fimguUritj.  bow«irer 
^  in  iLe  naked  saTage  vbo  strata  aboot  as 
%  peacock,  witli  no  poTacing  but  a  gold'laoed  < 
bat  on  bis  bead  and  a  biaaa-inoiintad  swoid 
aide.  Wben  ciTiIixed  iocietj  agrees  upon  aotne  dis- 
tim^Te  uniform  for  diplomatic  serriee^  wbo  can  fid  lo 
obsenre  tbe  lurking  Tanity  tbat  dioUied  tbe  abolition 
of  it  by  tbe  Bepnblic  ? — not  to  mentian  tbe  abaoidity 
of  wearing  a  svofd  in  plain  clotlies.  Tba  only 
parallel  it  bas  amcoig  bipeds^  that  I  know  oC  is  a 
masl^r-at^arms  on  board  a  ship,  with  a  cax^  by  hi& 
sid^ «  hot  then  be  carries  a  weapon  which  be  is  sop- 
poced  to  oaCp  Tbe  Minister  of  tbe  Republic  carries  a 
weapon  for  ornament  only.  In  qoadraped  Ufiey  it 
reminds  me  of  a  poodle  closely  shared  all  orec,  ex- 
cept a  little  tafit  at  the  end  of  his  tail,  the  swocd  and 
the  tiift  recalling  to  mind  the  £ict  that  the  re^eedve 
possessors  have  been  shorn  of  something. 

Firmly    convinced,    from  my  earliest  scbooKboy 
days,  of  the  intimaie  connexion  which  exists  bet 
boasting  and  bullying,  I  had  long  blushed  to 
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how  pre-eminent  my  own  country  was  in  the  ignoble 
practice  ;  bat  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
United  States  has  thoroughly  satisfied  me  that  that 
pre-eminence  justly  belongs  to  the  great  Republic* 
But  it  is  not  merely  in  national  matters  that  this 
feeling  exhibits  itself;  you  observe  it  in  ordinary  life 
as  well,  by  the  intense  love  shown  for  titles;  nobody 
is  contented  until  he  obtain  some  ronlc.  I  am  aware 
this  is  a  feature  inseparable  from  democracy.  Every- 
body you  meet  is  Captain,  Colonel,  General,  Honour- 
able, Judge,  or  something;  and  if  they  cannot  obtain 
it  legitimately,  they  obtain  it  by  courtesy,  or  some- 
times facetiously,  like  a  gentleman  I  have  before 
alluded  to,  who  obtained  the  rank  of  judge  because  he 
was  a  connoisseur  in  wine.  In  these,  &nd  a  thong  and 
other  ways,  the  love  of  vanity  stands  nationally  re- 
vealed* 

I  do  not  think  Americans  are  aware  what  injustice 
they  do  themselves  by  this  love  of  high-sounding 
titles,*  For  instance,  in  a  paper  before  me,  I  see  a 
Deputy  Sheriff  calling  on  the  mob  to  resist  the  law ; 


■  It  has  bpen  cited  as  an  example  of  their  fondneaH  for 
graiid-souading  titles,  that  while,  by  the  CensiiB  of  Great 
Britaiu^  there  were  only  2,328  phyaicians  to  15,163  aurgeoiis, 
in  the  United  States  there  were  40,564  physiciana  to  only 
1^1  inrgeons. 
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I  see  Governor  Bigler  aathorizing  General  King  to 
call  oat  the  military,  one  naturally  supposes  to  keep 
order ;  but  I  observe  he  calls  Mr.  Walker,  of  Erie,  a 
traitor  and  a  scoundrel ;  of  the  directors  and  managers 
of  the  railroad  he  says, '  We  will  whip  them,  will  whip 
them,  will  bury  them  so  deep  electricity  can't  reach 
them — ^we  will  whip  them — ^we  will  whip  the  g — ts  out 
of  them  I'  &c. — Now,  judging  of  these  people  by  their 
titles,  as  recognised  by  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world, 
what  a  disgrace  to  the  higher  classes  of  Americans 
is  the  foregoing !  But  anybody  who  really  knows  the 
title  system  of  the  Republic  will  at  once  see  that  the 
orator  was  a  mere  rowdy.  Thus  they  suffer  for  their 
vamty.  It  pervades  every  class  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, from  the  rowdy,  who  talks  of  *  whipping 
creation,  to  the  pulpit  orator,  who  often  heralds 
forth  past  success  to  feed  the  insatiable  appetite ;  in 
short,  it  has  become  a  national  disease ;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  safety-valve  formed  by  the  unmeasured 
terms  of  mutual  vituperation  they  heap  upon  each 
other  on  occasions  of  domestic  squabbles,  their  fate 
would  assuredly  be  that  of  the  frog  in  the  fable. 

In  the  medical  world  it  is  said  no  one  has  a  cold 
without  fever;  and  I  think  it  may  with  equal  truth 
be  asserted  of  the  national  world,  no  nations  are 
vain  without  being  afflicted  with  sensitiveness ;  at  aU 


events  it  IS  true  as  regards  the  United  States.  No 
maiden  in  her  teens  is  so  ticklishly  sensitive  as  the 
Americans.  I  do  not  refer  merely  to  that  portion  of 
the  community  of  which  I  have  selected  Mr.  Douglas, 
of  Illinois,  as  the  type ;  I  allude  also  to  the  far  higher 
order  of  intelligence  with  which  the  Kepuhlic  abounds. 
There  is  a  touchiness  about  them  all  with  respect 
to  national  and  local  questions  which  I  never  saw 
equalled ;  in  fact,  the  few  sheets  of  their  Press  which 
reach  this  country  are  alone  sufficient  to  convince 
any  one  on  that  point ;  for  in  a  free  country  the  Press 
may  always  be  fairly  considered,  to  a  certain  extent, 
as  the  reflex  of  the  public  mind,  I  suppose  it  is  with 
nations  as  with  individuals,  and  that  each  are  alike 
blind  to  their  own  failings.  In  no  other  way  can  I 
account  for  tlie  Republic  overlooking  so  entirely  the 
sensitiveness  of  others.  Take  for  instance  the  ap- 
pointment of  M.  Soule — a  Frenchman  naturalized  in 
America — aa  minister  to  the  court  of  Spain.  I  do 
not  say  that  ho  was  a  Filihustero,  but  he  was  univer- 
sally supposed  to  be  identified  with  that  party ;  and 
ii*  he  were  not  so  identified,  he  showed  a  puerile  igno- 
rance of  the  requirements  of  a  Minister,  q^uite  beyond 
conception,  when  he  received  a  serenade  of  five  thou- 
sand people  at  New  York,  who  came  in  procession, 
hearing  aloft  the  accompanying  transparencies,  he 
being  at  the  time  accredited  to  his  new  ministry. 
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M.  Soul6  accepts  the  compliment,  and  makes  a 
speech,  in  which  he  informs  his  audience  that  he 
cannot  helieve  '  that  thia  mighty  nation  can  be 
chained  now  within  the  narrow  limits  which  fettered 

Nthe  young  Kepnblic  of  America/  &c. 
I  Change  the  scene,  and  let  any  American  judge  in 
the  following  supposed  and  parallel  case.  Imagine 
expeditions  fitted  out  in  England,  in  spite  of  Govern* 
ment,  to  free  the  slaves  in  the  Southern  States ; 
imagine  a  Lopez  termination  to  the  affair,  and  the 
rowdy  blood  of  England  forming  other  Filibustero 
expeditions  ;  then  imagine  the  Hon,  Mr.  Tenderheart 
identifying  himself  with  them,  and  receiving  an  ap- 
pointment as  minister  to  Washington :  after  which, 
imagine  him  serenaded  at  St  James'  by  thousands  of 
people  bearing  transparencies,  the  first  representing 
B  naked  woman  iinder  the  slave -driver's  lash  ;  the 
second,  containing  some  such  verses  as  *  The  Ajatilles 

Flower/  &o. ;  for  instance : — 

>'  TJie  slaves  must  be  plucked 
From  the  chains  that  now  gall  'em, 
K  Though  American  wolves 

P  An  inferior  race  call  'em/ 

Let  the  Minister  accept  the  serenade,  and  address 
the  multitude,  declaring  '  that  this  mighty  nation  can 
^bio  longer  be  chained  down  to  passive  interference/ 
^^  &c.     Let  me  ask  any  American  how  the  Hon.  Mr. 


Tenderbeart  would  be  received  at  Washington,  par- 
ticularly if  a  few  days  after  he  took  a  shot  at  his 
French  colleague  because  another  person  insulted 
him  in  that  gentleman's  house? — I  ask»  what  would 
Americans  say  if  such  a  line  of  conduct  were  to  be 
pursued  towards  them  ?  I  might  go  further,  and 
suppose  that  a  conclave  of  English  Ministere  met  at 
Quebec,  and  discussed  the  question  as  to  how  for  the 
flourishing  town  of  Buftalo,  so  close  on  the  frontier, 
was  calculated  to  endanger  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  Canada^  and  then  iniagine  them  winding  up  their 
report  with  this  clause — If  it  be  so — '  then  by  erery 
law,  human  and  divine,  we  shall  be  justified  in  wrest- 
ing it  from  its  present  owners/  The  American  who 
penned  that  sentence  must  possess  a  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  unknown  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Surely 
America  must  imagine  she  has  the  monopoly  of  all 
the  sensiuveness  in  the  world,  or  she  would  never 
have  acted  by  Spain  as  she  has  done.  How  humili- 
ated must  she  feel  while  contemplating  the  contrast 
between  her  act  in  appointing  the  Minister,  and  Spain  s 
demeanour  in  her  silent  and  dignified  reception  of  him. 

This  same  sensitiveness  peeps  out  in  small 
as  well  as  great,  especiaUy  where  England  is  con- 
cerned ;  thus,  one  writer  discovers  that  the  Americans 
speak  Prench  better  than  the  English ;  probably  he 
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erroneous  impressions  are  at  this  moment  abroad 
among  my  countrymen,  in  respect  of  American  sympa- 
thies with  Russia.  FilibosteroB,  rabid  annexationists, 
inveterate  Slaveholders,  and  Rowdies  of  every  class, 
to  which  must  be  added  a  few  ignoble  minds  who 
make  the  grave  of  conscience  a  *  stomp"  irom  which 
to  pour  forth  Buncombe  speeches  Lo  catch  ephemeral 
popularity,  constitute  the  body  in  America  who  eym* 
pathize  with  Russia.  All  the  intelligence  of  the 
North,  and  a  great  proportion  of  that  of  the  South, 
feel  the  deepest  interest  in  our  success,  not  merely  as 
descendants  of  the  mother  country,  but  also  because 
they  recognise  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  as  a 
struggle  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  We  must  neither  be 
deceived  by  the  Filibustero  Press,  nor  by  the  accounts 
we  read  of  vessels  laden  with  arms  carrying  them  to 
Russia.  Those  are  no  more  proofs  of  the  national 
feeling,  than  the  building  of  slave-clippers  every  year 
at  Baltimore  is  a  proof  that  the  nation  wishes  to 
encourage  tlie  slave-trade.  The  true  feeling  of  a 
nation  must  be  sought  for  far  deeper  than  in  tlie 
superficial  claraour  of  political  demagogues^  backed 
though  it  be  by  the  applause  of  gaping  crowds  whose 
worst  passions  are  pandered  to  for  the  sake  of  a 
transient  breath  of  popularity. 
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cofistructjoii  which  he  felt  his  comnrTmen  had  put 
upon  it. 

I  turn  now  for  a  ten  mom^its  to  the  question  of 
Morals ;  and  here,  again,  it  id  of  confse  only  in  i 
wholesale  manner  I  can  treat  of  the  fiuhjeei.  As  &r 
aa  my  inquiries  enable  me  to  jadge,  I  find  thd  same 
elements  producing  the  same  remtlta  here  as  in  Ei^- 
land.  Wlierever  masses  are  clastered  together  most 
largely,  there  vice  runs  as  rampant  as  in  England; 
nay,  I  have  the  anthority  of  a  lecture  delivered  at  the 
Manrland  Institate^  for  saying  that  it  is  even  worse 
in  many  places.  After  describing  varions  instances 
of  lawless  conduct,  the  lecturer  continues  thus:  *  Such 
lawlessness  as  I  have  described  is  not  tolerated  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  would  not  be  tole- 
rated here  for  a  moment,  but  for  the  criminal  apathy  of 
aur  citizens  generally,  and  the  truckling,  on  the  pari 
of  our  politicians  and  public  officers,  for  the  votes  of 
the  very  men  whom  they  know  to  be  violating  and 
tmmpling  on  the  laws/ — In  illustration,  he  states, 
*  In  every  part  of  Europe  in  which  I  have  travelled, 
*-iii  England,  Holland,  France,  Germany,  Switzer- 
land, and  Italy;  under  all  the  different  systems  of 
religion  and  forms  of  government ;  in  the  large  cities 
and  the  small  towns  and  villages ;  in  the  highways 
and  byways, — I  found  better  public  order,  more  de- 


corum,  vfher^  todies  of  men  were  assembled  together, 
and  less  tendency  to  rowdyism,  pugilism,  and  violence 
tliun  there  is  in  most  parts  of  this  eonntry.  In  this 
general  statement  of  the  fact,  all  unprej  ndiced  tra- 
vellers will,  I  suppose,  concur/ — Further  on,  he  draws 
a  comparisoD  favourable  to  London ;  and,  with  regard 
to  the  Police  in  our  metropolis,  he  says,  '  A  more 
respectable  and  finer  looking  body  of  men  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  in  any  country.  A  stranger  may 
apply  to  one  for  information,  with  a  certainty  of 
receiving  a  polite  and  intelligent  answer/  i&c— I  only 
quote  the  last  paragraph,  in  case  Mr.  Matt.  Ward 
should  see  these  pages,  and  that  he  may  know  liow 
the  Police  behave  towards  those  who  know  how  to 
conduct  themselves.* 

f  The  lecturer  goes  on  to  complain  of  the  depravity 
of  youth.  He  then  attacks  the  dispensation  of 
the  law,  pointing  out  many  instances  of  their  mal- 
administration. He  then  proceeds  to  attack  the  fire 
companies;  he  admits  their  courage  and  daring, 
hut  points  out  at  the  same  time  their  lawless* 
iies8.  He  says — speaking  of  Philadelphia — '  Almost 
every  company  ha,?  its  war-song,  breathing  the  most 
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*  F«<^  chapter  ix.,  *  America*!  Preas  and  England's  Censor,* 
page  156. 
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barbarous  and  bloodthirsty  seatimenLs  towards  * 
riral  association,  and  describing  the  glory  of  the  3 
man  to  be  the  destruction  of  his  enemy's  apj 
or,  worse  yet^  lis  life/  —  He  gives  the  foDowiiig 
list  of  the  terrific  names  of  the  companies :  '  Hoiifteli» 
Snappers,  Blood-reds,  Bed-bugs>  Rock-boys,  Buf- 
fidoes.  Skimmers,  Scrougers,  Revengers,  Knockef% 
Black-hawks,  Ptrate*boys,  Kill -devils/  After  wltkli, 
he  gives  the  following  specimen  of  their  songs,  writ 
by  a  *  Bluffer  and  Hed-devil  / — 

'We*Te  the   Wfojty  Hyena-boya  of  GeofgeVstreet,  ai  all 

knowi; 
We  can  whip  the  Feim  and  Globe,  likewiae  the  Carroll 

Hose; 
We*D  wbip  the  three  together,  the  Bed-bugs  and  South 

Penn  throw  in  far  ease ; 
We  do  nm  our  carriage  among  our  foes,  and  run  her  where 

we  please. 

*  You'd  better  huah  your  blowing.  Globe*  if  you  know  wim 

you  are  weD ; 
For  if  we  take  your  engine  again,  well  amaah  her  all  to 

helL 
Here  is  luek  to  the  Blufiers,  and  all  honest  boya  of  Chat 


Here  is  to  the  Hyenai  and  Bed-devilg,  Cbat  no  one 

tune/ 

He  subsequently  points  out   the  evils   of  allowing 
political  passions  to  guide  citizens  in  the  selection  of 


officers,  and  declares,  '  that  persons  are  elected  to, 
and  now  fill,  important  offices  in  Baltimore,  to  whom 
no  responsible  trust  in  private  life  would  be  con- 
fided by  the  very  men  who  voted  for  them/*  With 
regard  to  the  actual  commission  of  crime,  and  the  due 
punishment  of  the  offenders,  he  draws  the  following 
comparison  between  London  and  Baltimore :  The 
population  of  the  former  is  13  times  greater  than 
that  of  the  latter;  but  the  number  of  an^ests  is  as 
I  to  7, — in  other  words,  the  commission  of  crime,  in 
proportion  to  numbers,  was  46  per  cent  greater  than 
in  London.  Then,  to  show  the  inefficiency  of  the 
law,  he  proceeds  to  state,  that  the  commitments  for 
trial  were  only  29  per  cent,  greater,  and  that,  even  of 
those  committed,  many  escaped  just  punishment 
Of  course,  the  large  cities  in  America  are  the  only 


One  of  the  few  cases  in  which  perliaps  there  is  an  advantage 
in  the  masses  voting,  ia  wliere  a  qnestion  of  public  advantage 
,  ia  brought  forward,  to  which  many  and  powerful  local  interests 
moDopoiiea  are  opposed.  Take,  for  instance,  the  supply 
of  London  with  good  water^  which  the  most  utter  dunder- 
head must  admit  to  be  moat  desirable ;  yet  the  influence  of 
vested  interests  is  so  strong  that  its  two  milhons  of  inhabitants 
seem  destined  to  be  poisoned  for  centuries,  and  the  lanea  and 
courts  will,  in  all  probability,  continue  as  arid  as  the  desert 
during  the  same  period. — London,  look  at  New  York  and 
blush ! 
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M,  S011I6  accepts  the  compliment,  and  makes  a 
speech,  in  which  he  informs  his  audience  that  h« 
cannot  believe  *  that  this  raighty  nation  can  he 
chained  now  within  the  narrow  limita  which  fettered 
the  young  Republic  of  Americftj'  &c, 
I  Change  the  scene,  and  let  any  American  judge  in 
the  following  supposed  and  parallel  case.  Imagine 
expeditions  fitted  out  in  England,  in  spite  of  Govern- 
ment, to  free  the  slaves  in  the  Southern  States ; 
imagine  a  Lopez  termination  to  the  affair,  and  the 
rowdy  hlood  of  England  forming  other  Filibustero 
expeditions ;  then  imagine  the  Hon.  Mr«  Tenderheart 
identifying  himself  with  themj  and  receiving  an  ap- 
pointment as  minister  to  Washington ;  after  which, 
imagine  him  serenaded  at  St  James"  hy  thousands  of 
people  hearing  transparencies,  the  first  representing 
a  naked  woman  under  the  slave-drivers  lash  ;  the 
second,  containing  some  such  verses  as  *  The  Antilles 

Flower;  Sac. ;  for  instance : — - 

^^^^_^  *  The  slavea  muat  be  plucked 
^^^^^K  From  the  chains  that  now  gaB  'em, 

^^^^^^H  Theugh  American  wolves 
^^^^^^  An  iEiferior  race  call  'em/ 

'^P     Let  the  MiniBter  accept  the  serenade,  and  address 

the  multitude,  declaring  *  that  this  mighty  nation  can 

no  longer  be  chained  down  to  ptissive  interference,* 

Let  me  ask  any  American  how  the  Hon.  Mr* 
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QiL^iie^ 


jc  s  -he  lone-  itaci 


In  iie  iiiiri  laTmer  — 


l.uuL  SUIT  wrrt  jiiAil  ]e>  -rne. 

riltf  TTie  ier    -f  -ilfi-    xTliL 

Mane  ifr  liix^xefi  rrniti  -fae  lisyivn 
>*  -he   ,kt  inamiiL  'Y-tif. 


In.  "he  "DiiiD  T^^re  "he  tottu  — 
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ioferg  it  from  having  met  a  London  Cit  who  had  run 
over  to  Paris  for  a  qoiot  Sunday,  and  who  asked  him 
'  Moosi/ere  mvvay  voo  oo  ey  lay  Toolareeze  V  Another 
discovers  that  American  society  is  much  more  sought 
after  than  English ;  that  Americans  are  more  agree- 
able, more  intelligent,  more  liberal,  &c.;  but  the 
comparison  is  always  with  England  or  the  English. 
And  why  all  this  ?  Simply  because  it  feeds  the 
morbid  appetite  of  many  Republican  citizens,  which 
the  pure  truth  would  not. 

This  sensitiveness  also  shows  itself  in  the  way  they 
watch  the  opinions  of  their  country  expressed  by  the 
Times,  or  by  any  largely  circulating  paper.  I  re- 
member on  American  colonel  who  had  been  through 
e  whole  Mexican  war,  saying  to  me  one  day,  '  I 
sure  you  the  Mexican  troops  are  the  most  con- 
temptible soldiers  in  the  world ;  1  would  rather  a 
ousand  to  one  face  them  than  half  the  number  of 
Camanche  Indians,'— *The  object  of  this  remark  was 
to  show  on  what  slight  and  insufficient  grounds  the 
Times  had  spoken  of  the  United  States  as  a  great 
military  nation  since  the  Mexican  war  An  article 
giving  them  due  credit  for  a  successful  campaign  was 
,sily  magnified  beyond  its  intended  proportions,  and 
ly  gallant  friend  was  modestly  disclaiming  so  high- 
sounding  an  appellation;  but  such  evidently  was  the 
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applications  had  been  made  by  parents  in  that  city  to 
have  their  own  children  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 
The  particulars  of  one  case,  which  happened  a  short 
time  before,  are  given ; — a  boy,  twelve  years  of  age,  was 
brought  before  the  Mayor's  Court  by  his  father,  who 
stated  that  the  family  were  absolutely  a&aid  the  youth 
would  take  their  lives,  and  that  he  had  purchased  a 
pistol  for  the  purpose  of  shooting  the  housekeeper. 
A  double-barrelled  pistol  was  produced  in  court,  which 
the  police-ofiBcer  had  taken  from  the  boy,  who  avowed 
that  he  had  bought  it  for  the  purpose  stated.  The 
mayor  sent  the  boy  to  the  House  of  Eefuge.* 

I  now  pass  on  to  the  question  of  Liberty  in  the 
United  States.  If  by  liberty  be  understood  the  will 
of  the  greater  number  ruling  the  State,  or  regulat- 
ing its  laws,  certainly  they  have  more  liberty  than 
England  ;  but  if  by  liberty  be  understood  that  balance 
of  power  and  adaptation  of  the  laws  to  the  various 
interests  of  the  whole  community,  combined  with  the 
due  execution  of  them  against  offenders  of  whatever 
class,  then  I  consider  that  there  is  unquestionably 
more  liberty  in  England,  in  spite  of  the  restrictions 
by  which  the  franchise  is  limited — ^nay,  rather  I  should 
say,  in  consequence  of  those  very  restrictions ;  for  I 
believe  they  tend  to  secure  the  services  of  more  liberal, 
high-minded,  and  independent  representatives  than 
any  country — however  highly  educated  its  population 
may  be — would  return  under  a  system  of  universal 


infers  it  from  having  met  a  London  Cit  who  had  run 
over  to  Paris  for  a  quiet  Sunday,  and  who  asked  him 
*  Moo»yere  savvay  voo  oo  ey  luy  ToolureeM  ?'  Another 
discovers  that  American  society  is  much  more  sought 
after  than  Enghsh ;  that  Americans  are  more  agree- 
able, more  intelligent,  more  liheral,  kc;  hut  the 
comparison  is  always  with  Enghmd  or  the  English, 
And  why  all  this  ?  Simply  because  it  feeds  the 
morbid  appetite  of  many  Republican  citizens,  which 
the  pure  truth  would  not. 

This  sensitiveness  also  shows  itself  in  the  way  they 
watch  the  opinions  of  their  coontry  expressed  by  the 
Tknes,  or  by  any  largely  circulating  paper.'  I  re- 
member an  American  colonel  who  had  been  through 
tlie  whole  Mexican  war,  saying  to  me  one  day,  *  I 
assure  you  the  Mexican  troops  are  the  most  con- 
temptible soldiers  in  the  world ;  I  would  rather  a 
thousand  to  one  face  them  than  half  the  number  of 
Camanche  Indians; — The  object  of  this  remark  was 
to  show  on  what  slight  and  insufficient  grounds  the 
Times  had  spoken  of  the  United  States  as  a  great 
military  nation  since  the  Mexican  wan  An  article 
giving  them  due  credit  for  a  successful  campaign  was 
easily  magnified  beyond  its  intended  proportions,  and 
my  gallant  friend  was  modestly  disclaiming  so  high- 
iding  an  appellation;  but  such  evidently  was  the 


the  vbole  Koftb  Anarican  coutiiieni.  Doa1>d^«^ 
Hr,  Erereu  s  eonjitfjnflii  da  hoc  msfteienilj  hmtm 
Uiis  ^tartliiig  potol  of  SMdamce,  €if  ihej  wanU  hair 
Ule  in  leceptiag  mdi  a  bcMisC  80  tgnonal  are  lottt 
of  his  cmmifyflitti  of  tlie  real  tnuh  as  legafia  the 
citizens  of  Gr&ai  Britain,  that  a  firieod  of  mine 
aaked  by  a  irell  educated  and  atberwise  inteOigent 
of  the  Bepubtie,  *  Is  it  reallj  true  that  all  the  kni  in 
Hogland  belongs  to  the  Queen  T 

While  on  the  anbjeot  of  libeitj,  it  is  well  to  obsene 
one  or  two  eoiiooe  wajs  in  which  it  maj  be  and  to 
be  controlled  in  America.  If  anjr  gentleman  wiihei 
to  set  up  n  marked  lirery  Ibr  his  aerranta,  be  eonU 
no4  do  so  without  being  the  enb}ectof  ammadi 
in  the  rovdj  Ppese»  styling  him  a  would-be 
Bat  perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  Tegarj  ia 
Yankee  notion  that  service  ia  degrading ;  the 
qnence  of  which  is  that  yon  very  rarely  see  a  Yankee 
eenrant ;  and  if  by  chance  yoa  find  one  on  a  fium, 
he  insists  an.  liyiDg  and  eating  with  the  orerseer*  60 
jealous  are  they  of  the  appearance  of  service,  that  oq 
many  of  the  railways  there  was  considerable  difficninr 
in  getting  the  guards  or  conductor,  to  wear  a  riband 
on  his  hat  desigoatiiig  his  office,  and  none  of  the 
people  attached  to  the  railway  station  will  pnt  on  any 
livery  or  onifarm  by  which  they  can  be  known.     I 


woEder  if  it  ever  occurs  to  these  sons  of  the  Republic, 
that  in  thus  ftcfcing  they  are  striking  at  the  veij  root 
of  their  vaunted  equal  rights  of  man,  and  spreading  a 
broader  base  of  aristocracy  than  even  the  Old  World 
can  produce.  Servants,  of  course,  there  must  be  in 
every  community,  and  it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that 
American  gentlemen  ever  did,  or  ever  will,  live  with 
their  housemaids,  cooks,  and  hutton-boys;  and  if  this 
be  so,  and  that  Americans  consider  such  seiTice  as 
degrading,  is  it  not  perfectly  clear  that  the  sons  of 
the  soil  set  themselves  up  as  nobles,  and  look  upon 
the  emigrants — on  whom  the  duties  of  service  chiefly 
devolve — ^iu  the  light  of  serfs  ? 

I  may,  while  discussing  service,  as  well  touch  upon 
the  subject  of  strikes.  The  Press  in  America  is  very 
ready  to  pass  strictures  on  the  low  rate  of  w^ages  in 
this  country,  such  as  the  three-ba  penny  shirt-makers, 
and  a  host  of  other  ilbpaid  and  hard-worked  poor* 
Every  humane  man  must  regret  to  see  the  pressure 
of  competition  producing  such  disgraceful  results  ; 
but  my  American  friends,  if  they  look  carefully  into 
their  own  country,  will  see  that  they  act  in  precisely 
the  same  way,  as  far  as  they  are  able.  In  short,  that 
they  get  labour  as  cheap  as  they  can*  Fortunately 
for  the  poop  emigrant,  the  want  of  hands  is  so  great, 
that  they  can  ensure  a  decent  remuneration  for  their 


work ;  but  xhe  proof  tliai  iht  AngicHSaxon  in  AmencA 
is  DO  better  Uiaa  the  rest  of  cbe  worid  in  lliifi  nespeet, 
b  to  be  fottnd  in  the  hci  thai  strikes  Ibr  UgiMr 
wages  alao  take  place  among  tbem.  I  i«Eaieailisr 
imoe  readtog  in  the  same  paper  of  the  strike  of  tkree 
different  interests;  one  of  which  was  thai  indis- 
pensable bodjr,  the  hotel  waiters.  The  n^roes  erten 
joined  with  the  wfaitesy  and  thej  gained  their  potni ; 
they  knew  the  tme  theory  of  strikes^  and  made  their 
move  '  when  the  market  was  rising/  The  hoCeb  were 
increasing  their  ebargea^  and  they  merely  wanted  their 
share  of  the  prosperity. 

I  now  propose  to  consider  one  of  the  brigfat^t  J 
tores  in  the  national  character — IntelUgenee* 
tible  testimony  is  borne  to  their  apprecaaiion 
Talue  of  edncation,  not  merely  by  the  moltitndes  1 
schools  of  all  kinds,  and  by  the  nnmbers  thai 
them,  but  also  by  that  srrsDgeiDeDt  of  which  they  may 
1>e  so  justly  prond,  and  which  opens  the  door  to  rrefy 
branch  of  stndy  to  their  poorest  citizens  free  of 
expense.  No  praise  is  too  high  for  anch  a  noble 
national  institution  as  the  sebool  system  of  the 
Bepablie.  How  far  it  may  be  advisable  to  bring  all 
the  Tariotts  classes  of  the  oommnnity  together  at  that 
early  age  when  habits  which  affect  after  life  are  so 
readily  acqoired,  is  another  qoestion.     Thoogh  the 


roughness  of  the  many  may  derive  advantage  from 
contact  with  the  polish  of  the  few,  it  appears  to  me 
more  than  probable  that  tlie  poliish  of  the  few  will 
be  influenced  far  more  considerably  by  the  rough- 
ness of  the  many.  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  imagine 
that  the  universal  admixture  of  all  classes  of  society 
in  early  infancy  must  operate  prejudicially  to  that 
advancement  in  the  refinements  of  civilization  which 
tends  to  give  a  superior  tone  to  the  society  of  every 
country.  It  muBt  not,  however,  be  imagined  that  the 
intelligence  obtained  at  these  schools  is  confined  to 
those  subjects  which  are  requisite  for  making  dollars 
and  cents.  People  of  this  country,  judging  of  the 
Republicans  by  the  general  accounts  given  of  them 
through  the  Press,  can  have  little  idea  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  old  standard  works  of  the  mother  country 
are  read ;  but  there  is  an  intelligent  portion  of  our 
own  nation  to  be  found  among  the  booksellers,  who 
can  enlighten  them  on  this  point.  I  have  been  told 
by  several  of  them,  not  only  that  old  editions  of  our 
best  authors  are  rapidly  being  bought  up  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  but  that  in  making  their  pur- 
chases they  exhibit  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
them  far  greater  than  they  find  generally  among 
Englishmen,  and  which  proves  how  thoroughly  they 
are  appreciated  by  them. 


378  YANKEE-BOY  r.  M.P.  [gCT. 

Then  again,  with  reference  to  their  own  conntary; 
it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  trayel  among  them 
without  being  struck  with  the  nniversal  intelligimce 
they  possess  as  to  its  constitution,  its  politios,  its 
laws,  and   all   general  subjects   connected  with  its 
prosperity  or  its  requirements;  and  if  they  do  not 
always  convey  their  information  in  the  most  clasaioid 
language,  at  all  events  they  convey  it  in  clear  and  on- 
mistakeable  terms.   The  Constitution  of  their  country 
is  regularly  taught  at  their  schools,  and  doubtless  it. 
is  owing  to  this  early  insight  into  the  latent  springs  by 
which  the  machinery  of  Government  is  worked,  that 
their  future  appetite  for  more  minute  details  becomes 
whetted.     I   question  very  much  if  every   boy,  on 
leaving  a  high  school  in  the  United  States,  does  not 
know  far  more  of  the  institutions  of  his  country  than 
nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons  do  of  theirs.     At  the  same  time  it  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  complications  which  have 
grown  up  with  a  nationality  of  centuries  render  the  study 
far  more   difficult  in   this  country,  than  it  possibly 
can  be  in  the  giant  Republic  of  yesterday.    And  in  the 
same  way  taxation  in  England,  of  which  £30,000,000 
is  due  as  interest  on  debt  before  the  State  receives 
one  farthing  for  its  disbursements,  is  one  of  the  most 
intricate  questions  to  be  understood  even  by  enlarged 


ZQinds;  whereas  in  the  United  States,  scarcely  any 
taxation  exists^  and  the  little  that  does,  creates  a 
surplus  revenue  which  they  often  appear  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  to  get  rid  of. 

Douhtless,  the  intelligence  of  the  community  some- 
times exhihits  itself  in  a  cuteness  which  I  am  not 
prepared  to  defend,  A  clear  apprehension  of  their 
immediate  material  interests  has  produced  repudia- 
tion of  legitimate  obligations;  but  those  days  are, 
nationally  speaking,  I  hope,  gone  by,  and  many  of 
their  merchants  stand  as  high  in  the  estimation  of 
the  commercial  world  as  it  is  possible  to  desire.  At 
the  same  time,  it  is  equally  tme  that  the  spirit  of 
commercial  gambling  has  risen  to  •  point  in  the 
^States,  far  above  what  it  ever  has  in  this  country, — 
tcept,  perhaps,  during  the  Railway  epidemic;  and 
the  number  of  failures  is  lamentably  great. 

With  their  intelligence  they  combine  an  enterprise 
*lhat  knows  no  national  parallel.  This  quality,  aided 
by  their  law  of  limited  liahihty,  has  doubtless  tended 
to  urge  forward  many  works  and  schemes  from  which 
the  Union  is  deriving,  and  has  derived,  great  wealth 
and  advantage ;  at  the  same  time  it  has  opened  the 
door  for  the  unscrupulous  and  the  shrewd  to  come  in 
and  play  high  stakes  with  small  capital,  in  playing 
(rliich  reckless  game,  while  some  become  milhontures 
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Others  become  bankiiipts.  This  latter  state  is  a  matter 
of  comparative  unimportance  in  a  country  like  the 
Bepublic,  where  the  field  is  so  great,  and  a  livelihood 
easily  attainable  until  some  opening  occurs,  when 
they  are  as  ready  to  rush  into  it  again  as  if  they  had 
been  foaled  at  Niagara,  and  had  sucked  in  the  im- 
petuosity of  its  cataract. 

There  is  one  shape  that  their  enterprise  takes  which 
it  would  indeed  be  well  for  us  to  imitate,  and  that  is 
early  rising.  I  quite  blush  for  my  country  when  I 
think  what  a  '  Castle  of  Indolence'  we  are  in  that 
respect,  especially  those  who  have  not  the  slightest 
excuse  for  it.  On  what  principle  the  classes  of  so- 
ciety in  England  who  are  masters  of  their  own  time, 
turn  night  into  day,  waste  millions  yearly  in  oil  and 
wax,  and  sleep  away  the  most  fresh  and  healthy 
hours  of  the  morning,  for  no  other  visible  purpose 
but  to  enable  themselves  to  pass  the  night  in  the 
most  stuffy  and  unhealthy  atmosphere,  is  beyond  my 
comprehension.  One  thing  is  certain  :  it  has  a  ten- 
dency to  enervate  both  body  and  mind,  and  were  it 
not  for  the  revivifying  effects  produced  by  a  winter 
residence  in  the  country,  where  gentlemen  take  to 
field  sports,  and  ladies  to  razeed  dresses,  sensible 
shoes,  and  constitutional  walks,  the  mortality  among 
our  *  upper  ten  thousand'  would,  I  believe,  be 
frightful.     In  America,  the  *boys  get  up  so  early, 
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that  it  is  said  they  frequently  '  catch  the  birds  by 
their  tails  as  they  are  going  to  roost ;'  and  it  is  no 
doubt  owing  to  this  that  they  are  so  *cute.  Talk 
about  '  catching  a  weasel  asleep,'  let  me  see  any  of 
my  metropolitan  drone  fiiends  who  can  catch  a 
Yankee  boy  asleep ! 

It  is  not,  however,  merely  to  early  rising  that  they 
owe  their  'cuteness.     A  total  absence  of  idleness,  and 
the  fact  of  being  constantly  tlu^own  on  their  own  re- 
sources in  cases  of  minor  difficulty,  aid  materially  in 
sharpening  their  wits.     You  may  see  these  latter  in- 
fluences operating  in  the  difference  between  soldiers 
and  sailors,  when  placed  in  situations  where  they 
have  to  shift  for  themselves.    Some  of  their  anecdotes 
bearing  upon  cuteness  are  amusing  enough,     I  will 
give  one  as  an  illustration. — Owing  to  some  unknown 
cause  there  was  a  great  dearth  of  eggs  in  one  of  the 
New  England   States,    and    they    consequently  rose 
considerably  in  price.     It  immediately  occurred  to  a 
fiixmers  wife,  that,  if  she  could  in  any  way  increase 
the  produce  of  her  hens,  it  would  be  a  source  of  great 
gain  to  her  ;  she  aceordiugly  fitted  the  bottom  of  each 
laying  hen's  bed  with  a  spring,  and  fixed  a  basin 
undenieath,   capable  of  holding  two  eggs.     In   due 
time,  the  hens  laid  ;    but  as  each  hen^  after  laying, 
missed  the  warmth  of  the  precious  deposit,  she  got 
up  to  look  if  it  was  all  right.     To  her  astonishment 
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no  egg  was  to  be  seen.  *  Bless  my  soul !'  says  the  ben, 
'  well,  I  declare  I  thought  I  had  laid  an  egg.  I  sup- 
pose I  must  be  mistaken ;'  and  down  she  went  to 
fulfil  her  duties  again.  Once  more  she  rose  to  yentj 
her  success.  No  egg  was  there.  *  Well,  I  tow,* 
quoth  Mrs.  Hen,  Uhey  must  be  playing  me  some 
trick :  I'll  have  one  more  shot,  and,  if  I  don't  succeed, 
I  shall  give  it  up.'  Again  she  returned  to  her  labours, 
and  the  two  eggs  that  had  passed  into  the  basin 
below  supporting  the  base  of  her  bed,  success 
crowned  her  efforts,  and  she  exclaimed,  '  Well,  I  haye 
done  it  this  time  at  all  events !'  The  'cute  wife  kept 
her  counsel,  and  said  nothing,  either  to  the  hens  or 
to  her  neighbours,  and  thus  realized  a  comfortable 
little  bag  of  dollars. — I  give  the  anecdote  as  narrated 
to  me,  and  I  must  confess  I  never  saw  the  operation, 
or  heard  the  remarks  of  the  outwitted  hens.  I  insert 
it  lest  in  these  days  of  agricultural  distress  (?)  any 
farmer  s  wife  be  disposed  to  make  a  trial  of  a  similar 
experiment.* 

I  proceed  to  consider  the  energy  of  the  Itepublicans, 


■  While  on  the  subject  of  eggs,  I  would  ask  my  reader,  did 
you  ever,  while  eating  the  said  article,  find  your  patienee 
sorely  tried  as  each  mouthful  was  being  taken  from  its  shell, 
and  dipped  carefdlly  into  the  salt  P  If  you  have  ever  felt  the 
inconvenience  of  this  tedious  process,  let  me  suggest  to  you  a 
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a  quality  in  which  they  may  challenge  comparison 
with  the  world.  No  enterprise  is  too  great  for  them 
to  undertake^  and  no  hardship  too  severe  for  them  to 
endure.  A  Yankee  will  start  off  with  his  household 
gods,  and  seek  a  new  home  in  the  wilderness,  with  less 
fuss  than  a  Cockney  would  make  about  packing  up  a 
basket  of  grub  to  go  and  pic-nic  in  Richmond  Park. 
It  ip  this  spirit  of  adventure  that  has  enabled  them 
to  cover  a  whole  continent  in  the  incredible  manner 
which  the  map  of  the  United  States  showa.  The 
great  drawback  to  this  phase  of  their  energy  is  the 
total  absence  it  exhibits  of  those  ties  of  home  to 
which  we  so  fondly  cling  in  the  old  country.  If  we 
were  a  nation  of  Yankees^  I  feel  persuaded  that  in 
five  years  we  should  not  have  ten  millions  of  inhabi* 
tants.  No  Yankee  can  exist  without  elbow-room, 
except  it  be  the  more  degraded  and  rowdy  portion 
of  the  community,  who  find  a  more  congenial  atmo* 
sphere  in  those  sinks  of  vice  inseparable  from  large 


Bimple  remedy.  After  openings  the  egg,  and  taking  out  one 
epoonfcd,  put  in  enough  aaJt  for  the  whole,  and  then  on  the 
top  thereof  pour  a  few  dropa  of  water ;  the  aaliiie  Mquid  will 
pervade  the  w^hole  nutritious  subat&nee^  aod  thus  render  un- 
neceseaiy  those  annoyiug  tranaita  above  named^  which  make 
an  egg  as  great  a  nuiEance  at  the  breakfast4able  aa  a  bore  in 
society.  Who  firat  took  out  a  patent  for  this  dodge,  I  cannot 
Bay,  but  I  suppose  it  must  have  been  a  l^ew  Englander. 
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towns.  This  migratory  spirit  has  caused  them  to  ex- 
hibit their  energy  and  enterprise  in  those  countless 
miles  of  rail  and  telegraph,  which  bring  the  citizens 
of  the  most  distant  States  into  easy  communication 
with  Washington  and  the  Eastern  cities.  The  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  labour  is  no  doubt  one  cause  of 
the  very  inefficient  way  in  which  many  of  these  works 
are  performed ;  and  it  also  disables  them  for  exe- 
cuting gigantic  works  with  the  speed  and  certainty 
that  such  operations  are  completed  in  England.  The 
miniature  Crystal  Palace  at  New  York  afforded  a 
convincing  proof  of  what  I  have  stated,  for  although 
it  was  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  size  of  the  one 
in  Hyde  Park,  they  were  utterly  foiled  in  their  endea- 
vours to  prepare  it  in  time.  In  revenge  for  that 
failure,  the  Press  tried  to  console  the  natives  by 
enlarging  on  the  superior  attractions  of  hippodromes, 
ice-saloons,  and  penny  shows,  with  which  it  was  sur- 
rounded, and  contrasting  them  with  the  *  gloomy 
grandeur*  of  the  palace  in  London.  Gloomy  grandeur 
is,  I  suppose,  the  Yankee  way  of  expressing  the  finest 
park  in  any  city  in  the  world. 

Among  other  remarks  on  Americans,  I  have  heard 
many  of  my  countrymen  say,  *  Look  how  they  run 
after  lords.' — It  is  quite  true ;  a  live  lord  is  a  com- 
parative novelty^  an4  they  run  after  him  in  the  same 


CH.] 


SWELLS  EAST  AND  WEST, 


385 


way  as  people  in  EngUrnd  run  after  an  Indian  prince, 
or  any  pretentious  Oriental ;  it  is  an  Anglo-Saxon 
mania.  Not  Teiy  long  ago,  a  friend  of  mine  found  a 
Syrian  swaggering  about  to^fii,  feted  everywhere,  as 
though  he  were  the  greatest  man  of  the  day ;  and  who 
should  the  Syrian  nabob  turn  out  to  be,  but  a  man  he 
had  employed  as  a  servant  in  the  East,  and  whom  he 
had  been  obliged  to  get  bastinadoed  for  petty  theft. 
In  Englaud  we  run  after  we  know  not  who ;  in 
America,  if  a  lord  be  run  after,  there  is  at  all  events 
a  strong  presumption  in  favour  of  his  being  at  least 
a  gentleman.  We  toady  our  Indian  swells,  and  they 
toady  their  English  swells ;  and  I  trust,  for  our  sake, 
tliat  in  so  doing  they  have  a  decided  advantage  over 
us, 

I  have  also  heard  some  of  my  countrymen  observe 
as  to  their  hospitality^  '  Oh !  it's  all  very  well ;  but  if 
you  went  there  as  often  as  I  do,  you  would  see  how 
soon  their  hospitality  wears  off.'  Who  on  earth  ever 
heard  such  an  unreasonable  remark !  Because  a  man, 
in  the  fulness  of  hospitality,  dedicates  his  time,  his 
money,  and  his  convenience  to  welcome  a  stranger,  of 
whose  character  and  of  whose  sociability  he  knows 
nothing  whatever,  is  he  therefore  bound  to  be  saddled 
with  that  acquaintance  as  often  as  he  chooses  to  visit 
the  American  Continent  ?     Is  not  the  very  idea  pre- 
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posterous  ?  No  man  in  the  world  is  more  ready  to 
welcome  the  stranger  than  the  American  ;  but  if  the 
stranger  revisit  the  same  places,  the  courtesy  and  hos- 
pitality he  receives  must,  in  justice,  depend  upon  the 
impression  which  his  company  has  left  on  those  upon 
whom  he  inflicted  it.  No  doubt  the  scanty  number 
of  travellers  enables  Americans  to  exercise  more  uni- 
versal hospitality  than  they  could  if  the  country  were 
filled  with  strangers  in  the  same  way  as  Great  Britain 
is.  The  increased  travelling  of  late  years  has  neces- 
sarily made  a  marked  difference  on  that  point  among 
ourselves,  and  doubtless  it  may  hereafter  act  upon  the 
United  States ;  but  the  man  who  does  not  admit  hos- 
pitality to  be  a  most  distinctive  feature  of  the  Ke- 
public,  at  the  present  time,  must  indeed  be  rotten  in 
the  brain  or  the  heart. 

With  regard  to  the  political  character  of  the  Union, 
it  is  very  much  in  the  same  state  as  that  of  England. 
The  two  original  parties  were  Whig  and  Democrat, 
the  former  being  synonymous  with  the  Tory  party  in 
this  country — i.  «.,  an  honest  body  of  men,  who,  in 
their  earnest  endeavours  to  keep  the  coach  straight, 
put  the  drag  on  so  often  that  the  horses  get  restive 
sometimes,  and  start  off  at  score  when  they  feel  the 
wheel  clogged.  The  Democrats  are  more  nearly  re- 
presented by  a  compound  of  Whig  and  Radical — i.  e., 
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a  body  of  men  who,  in  their  energetic  exertions  to 
make  the  coach  go,  don't  trouble  themselves  much 
about  the  road,  aud  look  upon  the  drag  as  a  piece  of 
antiquated  humbug.  Sometimes  this  carelessness  also 
leads  to  the  team  bolting ;  but  in  the  States  there  is 
so  much  open  country  that  they  may  run  away  for 
miles  without  an  upset ;  whereas  in  England,  when 
this  difficulty  occurs,  the  ribands  Eire  generally  handed 
over  to  the  Jarvey  of  the  opposite  party.  This  old 
state  of  affairs  is  entirely  changed  in  both  hemi- 
spheres ;  each  party  is  more  or  less  broken  up,  and 
in  neither  country  is  there  at  present  any  distinct 
body  sufficiently  numerous  to  form  a  strong  govern- 
ment. 

In  consequence  of  tbese  disruptions,  it  may  be 
imagined  how  difficult  it  would  be  to  give  any  accu- 
rate description  of  the  different  pieces  of  crockery 
that  constitute  the  political  '  service.*  Formerly,  the 
two  cries  of  '  Protection  to  Home  Manufacture'  and 
*  Free-trade'  were  the  distinct  rallying  points.  At 
present  there  are  Slaveholder,  Shivery  Extension, 
Free-soil,  Abolitionist,  Annexationist,  and  Heaven 
alone  knows  bow  many  more  parties,  on  the  question 
of  Slavery  alone,  into  wliich  the  Democratic  or  domi- 
nant party  is  divided,  independent  of  those  other 
general  political  divisions  which  must  necessaiily  exist 
c  c  :* 
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in  80  large  and  varied  a  community.  From  the  fore- 
going you  will  observe  that,  to  say  a  man  is  a  Demo- 
crat, conveys  no  distinct  idea  of  his  politics  except 
that  he  is  not  a  Whig ;  and  the  Whigs  also  have  their 
divisions  on  the  Slave  question. 

But  there  is  a  party  lately  come  into  the  field,  and 
called  the  Know-notbings,  which  requires  a  special 
notice.  Their  ostensible  principles  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  leading  journals  of  this  country,  and 
carry  a  certain  degree  of  reason  upon  the  face  of  them, 
the  leading  features  being  that  they  are  a  secret  society 
banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the 
priestly  influence  of  the  Romanists  in  political  matters: 
for  prolonging  the  period  requisite  to  obtain  the  rights 
of  citizenship ;  and  for  the  support  of  the  native-bom 
American  in  opposition  to  all  other  candidates  for  any 
public  situation  that  may  be  contested.  Such  is  the 
substance  of  their  manifesto.  Their  opponents  say 
that  they  are  sheer  hupibugs,  and  brought  into  life  by 
a  few  old  political  hacks  for  their  own  selfish  ends. 
Owing  to  the  factions  in  the  old  Whig  and  Demo- 
cratic parties,  their  opponents  believe  they  may  suc- 
ceed for  a  year  or  two,  but  they  prophesy  their  speedy 
and  total  disruption.  Time  will  show — I  am  no 
prophet.  There  is  one  point  in  their  charter,  how- 
ever, that  I  cannot  believe  will  ever  succeed- — ^viz. 
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natarEiUzation    or  citizenship.      Congresa   would   be 
loth  to   pass  any  law  that  might  tend  to  turn  the 
stream  of  emigratiori  into  another  channel,  such  as 
Australia  or  Canada ;  and  individual  States  would  be 
,      equally  loth   to  pass  such  a  local  law  for  the  same 
^^^reason,  inasmuch  as  if  they  did,  the  emigrants  would 
move  on  to  those  States  where  they  obtained  most 
speedily  the  rights  of  citizens.     The  crusade  against 
the  Romanists  is  also  so  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  a 
constitution  which  professes  the  principle  of  the  equal 
„      rights  of  man,  that  it  is  more  than  probable  they  may 
^^^Bare  long  divide  upon  the  nnsolvable  question  of  how 
to  draw  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  influence 
of  the  priest  and  the  opinion  of  his  flock.     As  far, 
therefore,  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  I  do  not  be 
lieve  they  have  a  sufficiently  broad  and  distinct  basis 
to  stand  upon,  and  I  think  also  that  the  fact  of  their 
being  a  secret  society  will  rather  hasten  their  end  than 
otherwise. 
^^K   The  last  point  T  shall  allude  to  is  the  future  pro- 
^^pects  of  the  Eepublic  ;  a  question  which  doubtless  is 
veiled  in  much   obscurity.     The  black  cloud  of  the 
South  hangs  perpetually  over  their  heads,  ever  from 
time  to  time  threatening  to  burst  upon  them.     In  the 
I    Free   States  many    feel  strongly  the  degradation  of 
being   forced  io  aid  in  the  capture  of  tlie  fugitive 
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slave ;  and  the  aversion  to  the  repulsive  task  is  in- 
creasing rather  than  decreasing.  The  citizens  haye 
on  many  occasions  risen  in  masses  against  those  who 
were  executing  the  law,  and  the  military  have  been 
brought  into  collision  with  them  in  defending  the 
authorities.  The  dread  of  breaking  up  the  Union 
alone  prevents  that  clause  being  struck  out  from  the 
Constitution,  by  which  they  are  compelled  not  merely 
to  restore  but  to  hunt  up  the  fugitive.  The  ^  Free- 
soilers'  also  feel  indignant  at  seeing  their  nation 
turning  virgin  soil  into  a  land  of  Slavery;  the 
Nebraska  Bill  has  strengthened  that  feeUng  con- 
siderably. The  Abolitionists  are  subject  to  constant 
fits  of  rabidity,  which  increase  in  intensity  with  each 
successive  attack.  Thousands  and  thousands  of 
Northerns,  who  writhe  under  the  feeling  that  their 
star-spangled  banner  is  crossed  with  the  stripes  of 
the  slave,  turn  back  to  the  history  of  their  country, 
and  recalling  to  mind  the  glorious  deeds  that  their 
ancestors  have  accomplished  under  that  flag,  their 
hearts  respond — *  The  Union  for  ever ! ' 

But  perhaps  the  strongest  feeling  in  the  Republic 
which  tends  to  keep  things  quiet,  is  that  the  inteUi- 
gence  of  the  community  of  the  North,  who  are  op- 
posed both  to  slavery  and  to  the  fugitive  law,  foresee 
that  if  those  objects  are  only  to  be  obtained  at  the 


price  of  separation  from  tlie  South,  gi'eater  evils 
would  prolmbly  accrue  than  those  they  are  anxious 
to  remove.  However  peaceably  a  separation  might 
be  made  in  appearance,  it  could  never  take  place 
without  the  most  bitter  feelings  of  animosity.  Junius 
describes  the  intensity  of  the  feeling,  by  saying,  *  He 
hated  me  as  much  as  if  he  had  once  been  my  friend  ;" 
and  so  it  would  assuredly  prove.  Squabbles  would 
breed  quarrels,  and  quarrels  would  grow  into  wars ;  the 
comparative  harmony  of  a  continent  would  be  broken 
up,  and  standing  armies  and  fleets  become  as  neces- 
sary in  the  New  World  as  they  unfortunately  are  in  the 
Old.  If  the  South  are  determined,  as  the  Nebraska 
decision  would  indicate^  to  perpetuate  Slaver)^  the  only 
way  it  will  ever  cease  to'stain  the  Union  is  by  the  force 
of  public  opinion,  and  by  the  immigration  of  the  white 
man  gradually  driving  the  negro  southwards  from 
Btate  to  State.  As  his  value  decreases,  breeding 
for  the  market  will  gradually  cease;  and  be  may 
eTentually  die  out  if  the  millennium  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  process. 

Another  possible  cause  for  division  in  the  Union 
may  come  from  California,  in  which  State  a  feeble 
cry  has  already  been  heard  of — *  a  Western  Republic* 
The  facility  of  intercourse  afforded  by  raiboads  seems 
likely  to  stop  the  swelling  of  that  cry;  but  if  Call- 
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fomia  did  separate,  it  would  not  be  attended  with 
those  evils  which  a  disruption  of  the  Southern  Statee 
would  inevitably  produce.  The  only  other  chance  of 
a  division  in  the  BepubUo  which  I  can  conceive 
possible  is,  in  the  event  of  a  long  war  with  any  great 
maritime  power,  for  ends  which  only  affected  one  par- 
ticular portion  of  the  States ;  in  which  case  the  ine- 
sistible  influence  of  the  all  mighty  dollar  might  come 
into  powerful  action.  The  wealth  of  America  is  her 
commerce ;  whatever  checks  that,  checks  the  pulsa- 
tions of  her  vitality;  and  unless  her  honour  was 
thoroughly  compromised  in  the  struggle,  neither 
North  nor  South  would  be  disposed  to  prolong  a 
ruinous  struggle  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  other. 
The  prospects  of  such  a  contingency  may,  I  trust,  be 
deemed  visionary.  France  is  not  likely  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  Union ;  and  the  only  other  maritime 
nation  is  Great  Britain,  whose  interests  are  so  identi- 
fied with  peace,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  she  should 
encourage  any  other  than  the  most  Mendly  relations. 
Neither  party  could  gain  anything  by  a  war,  aud 
both  parties  would  inevitably  suffer  immensely;  and 
although  I  fear  there  is  but  too  strong  evidence,  that 
many  ignoble  minds  in  the  Republic  make  blustering 
speeches,  and  strive  to  excite  hostile  feelings,  the 
real  intelligence  and  wealth  of  the  States  repudiate 
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the  unworthy  sentiment,  and  deprecate  any  acts  that 

coo]d  possibly  lead  to   a  collision  between  the  two 

coimtries.     Besides  till  which,  there  is  that  strong 

affinity  between    £.  s.  d,  and  (  and  cts.,    whereby 

I      BO  strong  an  influence  is  exercised  over  that  com- 

^Btiercial  body  which  constitutes  no  unimportant  por- 

^      tion  of  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  both  nations. 

If  the  views  I  have  taken  be  correct,  it  is  indeed 

impossible  to  foreshadow  the  future  of  the  United 

r States;  centuries  must  elapse  ere  it  can  become 
Sufficiently  peopled  to  test  the  adaptation  of  its  pre- 
sent form  of  government  to  a  thickly  populated 
country;  in  the  meantime,  there  seems  scarcely  a 
limit  to  her  increase  in  wealth  and  prosperity.  Her 
present  gigantic  stride  among  the  nations  of  the 
world  appears  but  an  invisible  atom,  if  compared 
with  the  bonndless  resources  she  encircles  within 
her  borders,  not  the  least  important  of  which  is  that 
mass  of  energy  and  intelligence  she  is,  year  by 
year,  sowing  broadcast  throughont  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  the  Church  and  the  school  ever 
l^foUowing  in  the  train,  and  reproducing  those  elements 
^^D  which  she  owes  her  present  proud  position, 
"  My  task  is  now  done.  I  have  endeavoured,  in  the 
preceding  pages,  to  convey  some  general  idea  of  the 
places  I  visited,  and  of  the  objects  which  appeared  tp , 
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me  most  worthy  of  notice.  I  have  touched  but  lightly 
on  Cuba,  and  I  have  not  dwelt  at  any  great  length  on 
the  prosperous  and  rising  colony  of  Canada.  My 
remarks  have  been  chiefly  on  the  United  States, 
which,  differing  in  so  many  points  from  the  country 
of  her  birth,  and  occupying  so  conspicuous  a  place 
among  the  nations,  presented  the  most  extended  field 
for  observation  and  comment.  I  have  on  all  occa- 
sions stated  plainly  the  impressions  produced  apon  my 
mind.  I  have  freely  remarked  upon  all  those  topics 
which,  being  public,  I  conceive  to  be  the  legitimate 
field  for  a  traveller  s  criticism ;  where  I  have  praised, 
or  where  I  have  condemned,  I  have  equally  endea- 
voured to  explain  my  reasons.  I  have  called  atten- 
tion to  facts  and  opinions  connected  with  my  own 
country,  where  I  thought  similar  points  in  the  Be- 
public  might  help  to  throw  light  upon  them.  Lastly, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  the  various  causes  by 
which  hostile  feelings  towwds^iavjoountry  are  engen- 
dered and  spread  abroad  among  a  oert^i^  portion  of 
the  community;  and  I  have  stated  my  firm  cSC^ction, 
that  the  majority  of  the  highest  order  of  intemgipoe 
and  character  entertain  a  sincere  desire  to  perpetua 
our  present  friendly  relations. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  observe,  that  the  opinicms 
.and  feelings  of  a  nation  should  not  be  hastily  dxswn- 
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from  the  writings  of  a  passing  traveller,  or  from  the 
casual  leaders  of  a  Free  Press.  Man  is  ever  prone  to 
find  fault  with  his  neighbour,  because  the  so  doing 
involves  a  latent  claim  to  superior  intelligence  in  him- 
self ;  hut  a  man  may  condemn  many  things  in  a  nation, 
while  holding  the  nation  itself  in  high  esteem.  The 
world  ig  a  large  societyj^ — a  traveller  is  but  one  of  the 
company,  who  converses  through  the  Press ;  and  as, 
in  the  smaller  circles,  conversation  would  die  or  freeze 
if  nothing  were  stated  but  what  could  he  mathema- 
tically proved^  so  would  volumes  of  travels  come  to  an 
untimely  end,  if  they  never  passed  beyond  the  dull 
boundary  of  facts.  In  both  cases,  opinions  are  the 
life  of  conversation ;  because,  as  no  two  people  agree, 
they  provoke  discussion,  through  the  openings  of 
which,  as  truth  oozes  out,  wise  men  catch  it,  leaving 
the  refuse  to  the  unreflecting* 

The  late  Lord  Holland,  who  was  equally  remarkable 
for  his  kindness  and  his  intelligence,  is  said  to  have 
observed^  '  I  ne%^er  met  a  man  so  great  a  fool,  but 
what  I  could  learn  something  from  him/  Reader,  I 
am  bound  to  confess  his  Lordship  never  met  me;  but 
I  cannot  take  my  leave  without  expressing  a  hope, 
that  you  will  not  be  less  fortunate  than  that  amiable 
Peer. 

And  now,  farewell,  thou  Giant  Republic  !     I  have 
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long  since  left  thy  shores ;  but  I  have  brought  with 
me,  and  fondly  cherish^  the  recollection  of  the  many 
pleasant  days  I  spent  within  thy  borders,  and  of  all 
those  friends  whose  unceasing  hospitality  and  kind- 
ness tracked  my  path  without  intermission.  I  care 
not  for  Filibusteros  and  Bussian  sympathizers;  I 
know  that  the  heart  of  the  intelligenoe  of  thy  people 
beats  with  friendly  pulsations,  to  which  that  of  my 
own  countrymen  readily  responds.  All  we  should,  and 
I  trust  all  we  do,  mutually  desire,  is,  to  encourage  an 
honourable  and  increasing  rivalry  in  arts,  science, 
commerce,*  and  good-will.  He  who  would  disturb 
our  amicable  relations,  be  he  Briton  or  American,  is 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  a  man ;  for  he  is  a  foe  to 
Liberty — Humanity — and  Christianity. 


Vide  Appendix  F,  Tabular  Comparison. 
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A.  (p.  J4.) 

Judge  EdmondB  Letter, 

'/^N  my  recent  return  from  an  excursion  into  tlie 
^  (Muntry,  I  found  that  during  my  absence  a  decision 
lately  pronounced  hj  me  had  been  seized  upon  as  an 
occasion  for  an  attack,  in  several  quarters,  on  my  religious 
belief.  I  was  fully  aware  tliat  that  judgment,  running 
counter  aa  it  would  to  popular  sentiment,  would  subject 
my  action  to  severe  criticism ;  but  I  confess  I  did  not 
anticipate  that  thence  would  flow  an  assault  upon  my 
religious  opinions.  Were  I  a  private  citizen  I  should 
content  myself  with  merely  claiming  the  right  which 
belongs  to  every  one  in  this  country,  of  entertaining  such 
faith  on  this — ^the  most  important  of  all  topics^ — as  my 
conscience  might  dictate^  And  as  it  is,  I  might  perhaps 
rest  satisfied  with  challenging  those  who  assail  me  to  point 
out  a  single  article  in  my  creed  that  aims  at  aught  else 
than  exalted  private  worth  and  public  virtue.  But  as 
the  position  which  I  occupy  renders  the  soundness  as 
well  as  the  integrity  of  my  judgment  a  matter  of  public 
interest,    1    am   bound   to   acknowledge    the    right  of 


otbers  to  question  mj  £utb,  and  my  own  obli^AliiMi.  to 
defend  It. 

'  I  acknowledge  a  still  further  obligation-  And  inaft- 
mncfa  BA  I  accepted  mj  present  poaition  under  the  on- 
plied  understanding,  at  least,  that  I  believed  in  tlie 
Chiistian  religion,  and  would  administer  our  cirfl  law 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  Divine  law  as  it  had 
been  revealed  to  ns,  on  which  all  our  institntiona  were 
based,  so  I  am  bound  to  certifj  to  those  who 
intrusted  me  with  the  divine  attribute  of 
justice  among  men  that  my  reverence  for  that  rerelatioii 
has  not  been  shaken^  nor  my  obedience  to  that  moral  law 
impaired. 

'  I  have  not,  however,  waited  for  these  assatiltB  to  he 
impresaed  with  these  obligations,  but  hare  already  so  £ir 
felt  them,  that  I  have  prepared  to  publish  a  volume  on 
the  subject,  which^  but  for  my  other  vocations^  would  ere 
this  have  been  in  the  printer's  hands.  To  that  I  must 
refer  for  much  in  elucidation  and  proof  of  my  belief 
which  the  limits  of  this  communication  will  not  allow  me 
to  dwell  upon,  and  content  myself  on  this  occasion  with 
such  genera.1  statements  as  may  tend  to  give  a  ooi 
idea  of  what  it  is  that  I  believe  or  have  done.  Even 
would  not  have  been  necessary,  if  those  who  assail  me  had 
but  done  me  the  justice  themselves  to  have  published 
anything  I  have  aaid  or  written  on  the  subject  But 
hitherto  I  have  been  able  to  reach  the  public  only  through 
publications  of  very  limited  circulation,  and  the  wildest 
and  most  erroneous  notions  have  therefore  been  imbibed 
aM  to  my  l»eUe^  and  the  mischief  has  been  increased  by 
the  rec-klessness  with  which  erroneous  statements  hare 
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been  fabricated  by  those  who  could  not  know  them  to  be 
true,  but  who  could  emUy  have  aacertaiueti  them  to  be 
false. 

*  Thus  one  writer,'*  with  a  want  of  feeling,  not  perhaps 
surj^rising,  speaka  of  my  consulting  my  dead  wife  in 
making  up  my  decisions.  Another  says  that  it  is 
rumoured'  that  I  have  consulted  spirit  manifestations 
in  regfird  to  my  decisions.  Another,  that  my  belief  is  *  at 
*  irreconcilable  variance  with  all  divine  revelation^  and  ia 
fit  for  no  other  system  than  devil  worship ;'  and  still 
another,  that  ^  it  constitutes  an  abandonment  of  all  self- 
control,  and  a  surrender  of  the  supremacy  of  reason,  as 
informed  and  enlightened  by  the  eenses,  to  the  most  non- 
sensical jugglery.' 

*A11  these  statements  are  as  wide  as  they  can  be  of 
truth,  and  I  might  with  some  justice  complain  at  being 
subjected  to  such  grievous  imputations,  merely  because  I 
had  made  a  decision  which  was  unacceptable  to  a  portion 
of  the  community.  But  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of 
complaining  that  I  sit  down  to  write,  I  am  aware 
that  it  is  not  so  much  me^  as  it  is  the  hith  which 
I  profess,  which  is  the  object  of  attack.  It  is  Hhe 
mighty  theme,  and  not  tlie  inconsiderable  advocate/ 
which  offends.  I  am  also  aware  why  it  is  that  so  much 
error  exists  in  the  public  mind  on  that  subject ;  and  my 
whole  purpose  is,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  correct  that 
error;  to  state  truly,  as  far  as  I  can  in  this  connexion, 
what  it  ia  that  I  do  believe,  and  generally  the  grounds  oo 
which  my  belief  is  founded,  that  all  who  take  interest 
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enough  in  the  matter  to  read  what  I  may  saj,  may  hxn 
the  means  of  judging  for  themselves  as  to  what  I  really 
do  believe,  rather  than  what  others  erroneously  impute  to 
me  as  a  belief 

'  I  am  sincerely  grateful  to  my  assailants  for  not  int- 
puting  to  me  any  unworthy  or  selfish  motives,  for  oonr 
ceding  that,  as  a  private  citizen,  I  <  stand  exempt  from 
public  criticism/  and  that  I  am  '  not  a  fool,'  and  for  oonr 
fining  themselves  to  the  mere  imputation,  that  I  am 
labouring  imder  a  delusion.  It  is,  therefore,  to  that 
point  I  shall  confine  myself  in  what  I  have  now  to  say. 

'  It  was  in  January,  1851,  that  my  attention  was  first 
called  to  the  subject  of  'Spiritual  Intercoursa'  I  was  at 
the  time  withdrawn  from  general  society  ;  I  was  lab<m^ 
ing  tmder  great  depression  of  spirits.  I  was  occupying 
all  my  leisure  in  reading  on  the  subject  of  death,  and 
man's  existence  afterward.  I  had  in  the  course  of  my 
life  read,  and  heard  frx)m  the  pulpit,  so  many  contra- 
dictory and  conflicting  doctrines  on  the  subject,  that  I 
hardly  knew  what  to  believa  I  could  not,  if  I  would, 
believe  what  I  did  not  understand,  and  was  anxiously 
seeking  to  know,  if  after  death  we  should  again  meet  with 
those  whom  we  had  loved  here,  and  imder  what  circuin- 
stances.  I  was  invited  by  a  friend  to  witness  the  ^  Bo- 
chester  Knockings.'  I  complied,  more  to  oblige  her  and 
to  while  away  a  tedious  hour.  I  thought  a  good  deal  on 
what  I  witnessed,  and  I  determined  to  investigate  the 
matter  and  find  out  what  it  was.  If  it  was  a  deception 
or  a  delusion,  I  thought  that  I  could  detect  it.  For  about 
four  months  I  devoted  at  least  two  evenings  in  a  week, 
and  sometimes  more,  to  witnessing  the  phenomena  5n  all 


ita  phases.  I  kept  careful  records  of  all  I  witnessed,  and 
from  time  to  time  compared  tliem  with  each  other,  to 
detect  inconsistencies  and  contratlictions,  I  read  all  I 
could  lay  my  hands  on  on  the  subjectj  and  especially  all 
the  professed  *  exposures  of  the  Immbug.'  T  went  from 
place  to  place,  seeing  different  iiiedinms,  meeting  with 
different  parties  of  pei'sons,  often  with  persons  I  had 
never  seen  hofore,  and  sometimes  where  I  was  myself 
entirely  unknown — sometimes  in  the  dark  and  Bometimes 
in  the  light — often  with  inveterate  nnbelievera^  and  more 
frequently  with  zealous  believers.  In  fine,  I  availed 
myself  of  every  opportunity  that  was  afforded,  thoronghly 
to  sift  the  matter  to  the  bottom.  I  was  all  this  time  an 
unbeliever,  and  tried  the  patience  of  believers  sorely  by 
my  scepticism,  my  cuptionsness,  and  my  obdurate  refusal 
to  yield  my  belief  I  saw  around  me  some  who  yielded 
a  ready  faith  on  one  or  two  sittings  only ;  others  again, 
under  the  same  circumstances,  avowing  a  determined  un- 
belief; and  some  who  refused  to  witness  it  at  all,  and  yet 
were  confirmed  unhelievers.  I  could  not  imitate  either 
of  these  parfciea,  and  refused  to  yield  unless  upon  most 
iiTcfragable  testimony.  At  length  the  evidence  camOi  and 
in  such  force  that  no  sane  man  could  withhold  Ms  faith. 

*  Thus  far,  the  question  I  waa  investigating  was,  whether 
what  I  saw  was  produced  by  mere  mortal  means,  or  by 
some  invisible  unknown  agency  ;  in  other  words,  wb ether 
it  was  a  deception,  an  imposition,  or  what  it  professed  to 
be— the  product  of  some  unknown,  unseen  cause.  To 
detail  what  I  witnessed  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of 
this  communicationj  for  my  reeords  of  it  for  those  four 
months  alone,  £11  at  least  130  closely  written  pages.     I 
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will,  however,  mention  a  few  things,  which  will  give  a 
general  idea  of  that  which  characterized  interviews,  now 
numbering  several  hundred.  Most  of  them  have  occurred 
in  the  presence  of  others  besides  myself.  I  have  pre- 
served their  names  in  my  records,  but  do  not  give  them 
to  the  world,  because  I  do  not  desire  to  subject  them  to 
the  obloquy  which  seems  most  strangely  to  be  visited 
upon  all  who  look  into  the  matter  with  any  other  feeling 
than  a  resolute  and  obstinate  incredulity,  whatever  the 
evidenca  But  these  considerations  grow  out  of  this  feet : 
1st,  that  I  have  thus  very  many  witnesses,  whom  I  can 
invoke  to  establish  the  truth  of  my  statements ;  and  2nd, 
that  if  I  have  been  deluded,  and  have  not  seen  and  heard 
what  I  think  I  have,  my  delusion  has  been  shared  by 
many  as  shrewd,  as  intelligent,  as  honest,  and  as  enlight- 
ened people  as  are  to  be  found  anywhere  among  us. 

'My  attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  intercourse  by 
the  rappings,  then  the  most  common,  but  now  the  most 
inconsiderable,  mode  of  communing.  Of  course,  I  was  on 
the  look-out  for  deception,  and  at  first  relied  upon  my 
senses  and  the  conclusions  which  my  reason  might  draw 
from  their  evidence.  But  I  was  at  a  loss  to  tell  how  the 
mediums  could  cause  what  I  witnessed  under  these  cir- 
cumstance— The  mediums  walking  the  length  of  a  suite 
of  parlours,  forty  or  fifty  feet,  and  the  rappings  being 
distinctly  heard  five  or  six  feet  behind  them,  the  whole 
distance  backward  and  forward  several  times;  being  heard 
near  the  top  of  a  mahogany  door,  above  where  the  medium 
could  reach,  and  as  if  struck  hard  with  a  fist ;  being  heard 
on  the  bottom  of  a  car  when  travelling  on  a  railroad,  and 
on  the  floor  and  the  table  when  seated  at  lunch,  at  an 


eating-ha^me  by  the  side  of  tlie  road ;  being  heard  at  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  room,  sometimes  several  feet  distant 
from  the  medium,  and  where  she  could  not  reach — some- 
times  on  the  tahle,  and  immediiitely  after  on  the  floor^ 
and  then  at  diiferent  parts  of  the  table  in  rapid  succession, 
enabling  us  to  feel  the  vibration  as  "well  as  hear  the 
sounds;  sometimes,  when  the  hands  and  feet  of  the 
medium  were  both  firmly  and  carefully  held  by  some  one 
of  the  x^arty,  and  sometimea  on  a  table  when  no  one 
touched  it. 

'  After  depending  upon  my  senses  as  to  these  van  on  a 
phases  of  the  phenomenon,  I  invoked  the  aid  of  science ; 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  an  accomplished  electrician 
and  his  machinery,  and  eight  or  ten  intelligent,  edacatedj 
shrewd  persons,  examiDcd  the  matter.  We  pursued  our 
inquiries  many  days,  and  established  to  om*  siit  is  faction 
two  things  :  First,  that  the  sounds  were  not  produced  by 
the  agency  of  any  person  present  or  near  us ;  and  second, 
that  they  were  not  forthcoming  at  our  will  and  pleasure. 

*  In  the  meantime,  another  feature  attracted  my  atten- 
tion, and  that  was  '  physical  manifestations,*  as  they  are 
termed.  Tlius,  I  have  known  a  pine  table  with  four 
legs  lifted  bodily  up  from  the  floor^  in  the  centre  of  a 
circle  of  six  or  eight  persons,  turned  upside  down  and 
laid  upon  its  top  at  our  feet,  tlien  lifted  up  over  our 
beads,  and  put  leaning  against  the  back  of  the  sofa  on 
which  we  sal  I  have  known  that  same  table  to  be  tilted 
up  on  two  legs,  its  top  at  an  angle  with  the  floor  of  forty- 
five  degrees,  when  it  neither  fell  over  of  itself,  nor  could 
any  person  present  put  it  back  on  its  four  legs.  I  have 
Been  a  mahogany  table,  having  only  a  centre  leg,  and 
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with  a  lamp  burning  upon  it,  lifted  from  the  floor  at 
least  a  foot,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  those  present,  and 
shaken  backward  and  forward  as  one  would  shake  a 
goblet  in  his  hand,  and  the  lamp  retain  its  place,  though 
its  glass  pendants  rang  again.  I  have  seen  the  same 
table  tipped  up  with  the  lamp  upon  it,  so  far  that  the 
lamp  must  have  fallen  off  unless  retained  there  by  some- 
thing else  than  its  own  gravity,  yet  it  fell  not,  moved 
not.  I  have  known  a  dinner-bell,  taken  from  a  high 
shelf  in  a  closet,  rung  over  the  heads  of  four  or  five  per- 
sons in  that  closet,  then  rung  around  the  room  over  the 
heads  of  twelve  or  fifteen  persons  in  the  back  parlour, 
and  then  borne  through  the  folding  doors  to  the  &rther 
end  of  the  front  parlour,  and  there  dropped  on  the  floor. 
I  have  frequently  known  persons  pulled  about  with  a 
force  which  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  resist,  and 
once,  when  all  my  own  strength  was  added  in  vain  to 
that  of  the  one  thus  affected.  I  have  known  a  mahogany 
chair  thrown  on  its  side  and  moved  swiftly  back  and  forth 
on  the  floor,  no  one  touching  it,  through  a  room  where 
there  were  at  least  a  dozen  people  sitting,  yet  no  one 
was  touched,  and  it  was  repeatedly  stopped  within  a  few 
inches  of  me,  when  it  was  coming  with  a  violence  which, 
if  not  arrested,  must  have  broken  my  legs. 

'  This  is  not  a  tithe — ^nay,  not  a  himdredth  part— of 
what  I  have  witnessed  of  the  same  character,  but  it  is 
enough  to  show  the  general  nature  of  what  was  before 
me. 

'At  the  same  time,  I  have  heard  from  others  whose 
testimony  would  be  credited  in  any  human  transaction, 
and  which   I   could   not   permit  myself  to   disregard, 


accounts  of  still  more  extraordinary  traiisaotionSj  for  I 
liave  been  by  no  means  as  raiicii  f^wonred  in  this  respect 
as  soma 

'  WMle  these  things  were  going  on,  there  appeared  in 
Ihe  newspapers  yariona  explanations  and  *  exposures  of 
the  humbug/  as  they  were  termed.  I  read  them  with 
care,  in  the  expectation  of  being  assisted  in  my  re- 
searches, and  I  could  not  hut  smile  at  once  at  the  rash- 
ness and  the  futility  of  the  exphi nations.  For  instance, 
wliile  certain  learned  professors  in  Biitialo  were  congi'atu- 
lating  themselves  on  having  detected  it  in  the  toe  and 
knee-joinfcs,  the  manifestations  in  this  city  changed  to 
ringing  a  bell  placed  under  the  table.  They  were  like 
the  solution  lately  given  by  a  learned  professor  in  Eng- 
land,  who  attributes  the  tipping  of  tables  to  a  force  in  the 
hands  which  are  laid  upon  it,  overlooking  the  material 
fact  that  tables  quite  as  frequently  move  when  there  is 
no  hand  ufM>u  them, 

*  What  I  have  thus  mentioned  has  Iiappened  in  the 

[iresenee  of  others  as  well  as  myself.     1  bave  not  alluded 
any  of  the  things  which  have  occurred  to  me  when  I 

bave  been  alone,  for  as  that  would  depend  upon  my  testi- 
mony only,  I  have  preferred  not  to  subject  my  veracity 
to  the  rash  and  reckless  contradictions  of  those  who 
venture  to  denounce  as  an  ^  atrocious  imposture*  that  of 
which  they  are  profoundly  ignorant,  and  which  has  been 
examined  and  is  believed  in  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  their  fellow-eitizenB,  who  are,  to  say  the 
least,  every  whit  as  honest  and  as  intelligent  as  they  are. 
Nor  am  I  very  anxious  to  submit  my  faith  to  tlio  judg* 
ment  of  those  who  would  have  persecuted  Galileo  nigh 
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unto  death  for  discovering  our  planetary  system,  and 
have  united  in  the  cry  of  '  folly'  at  Fulton's  steamboat^ 
<  humbug'  at  Morse's  telegraph,  and  '  insanity'  at  Gia/s 
iron  road. 

'  Haying  thus,  by  a  long  series  of  patient  inquiries^ 
satisfied  myself  on  this  point,  my  next  inquiry  wu, 
whence  comes  the  intelligence  there  is  behind  it  all! 
For  that  intelligence  was  a  remarkable  feature  of  the 
phenomenon. 

'Thus  I  have  frequently  known  mental  questions 
answered — that  is,  questions  merely  framed  in  the  mind 
of  the  interrogator,  and  not  revealed  by  him  or  known  to 
others.  Preparatory  to  meeting  a  circle,  I  have  sat  down 
alone  in  my  -room  and  carefully  prepared  a  series  of 
questions  to  be  propounded,  and  I  have  been  surprised 
to  find  my  questions  answered,  and  in  the  precise  order 
in  which  I  wrote  them,  without  my  even  taking  my 
memorandum  out  of  my  pocket,  and  when  I  knew  that 
not  a  person  present  even  knew  that  I  had  prepared 
questions,  much  less  what  they  were.  My  most  secret 
thoughts,  those  which  I  have  never  uttered  to  mortal 
man  or  woman,  have  been  freely  spoken  to  as  if  I  had 
uttered  them.  Purposes  which  I  have  privily  enter- 
tahied  have  been  publicly  reve^ded ;  and  I  have  once 
and  again  been  admonished  that  my  every  thought  was 
known  to,  and  could  be  disclosed  by,  the  intelligence 
which  was  thus  manifesting  itself. 

*  I  have  heard  the  mediums  use  Greek,  Latin,  Spanish, 
and  French  words,  when  I  knew  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  language  but  their  own,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  can 
be  attested  by  many,  that  often  there  has  been  speaking 


and  writing  in  foreign  languages  and  unknown  tongues 
by  those  wlio  were  nnacqnaintod  with  either. 

*  Still  the  question  occurred,  naay  not  all  this  have  been 
by  some  mysterious  operatioHi  the  merereBex  of  the  mind 
of  some  one  present  1  The  iinawer  was,  that  facts  wei*e 
communicated  which  were  uuknown  then,  but  afterwai'd 
found  to  be  true ;  like  this,  for  instance,  when  I  was 
absent  last  winter  in  Central  America,  my  friends  in 
town  heai'd  of  my  whereabouts  and  of  the  state  of  my 
health  seven  times,  and  on  my  return,  by  comparing  their 
informati(m  with  the  entries  in  my  joui*iial,  it  was  found 
to  be  invariably  correct  So  in  my  recent  visit  to  the 
West,  my  whereabouts  and  my  condition  were  told  to  a 
medium  in  this  city  while  I  was  tnivelling  on  the  rail- 
road between  Cleveland  and  Toledo.  So  thoughts  have 
been  uttered  on  subjects  not  then  in  my  niindj  and  utterly 
at  variance  with  my  own  notions.  This  has  often  hap- 
pened to  me  and  to  othei^  so  as  fully  to  establish  tlie 
fact  that  it  was  not  our  minds  that  gave  birth  to  or 
affected  the  communication. 

*  Kindred  to  this  are  two  well  authenticated  cases  of 
persons  who  can  read  the  thoughts  of  other's  in  tlieir 
mLuds.  One  is  an  aitiat  of  this  city,  of  high  reputation, 
and  the  other  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  a  neighbour- 
ing city.  The  latter  wrote  me  that,  in  conipnny  with 
three  friends,  he  had  tried  the  expcnmeut,  aud  for  over 
forty  successive  attempts  found  he  could  read  the  secret 
thoughts  of  his  companions  as  soon  as  they  were  formed , 
and  without  their  being  uttered.  So,  too,  there  is  tbo 
instance  of  two  peraons,  one  of  them  also  a  resident  in 
this   city,    who   can  give   a   faithful  delineation  of  the 
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character  and  even  the  prevailing  mood  of  mind  of  any 
person,  however  unknown  to  them,  upon  whom  they  fix 
their  attention. 

'  These  are  not  apocryphal  cases.  The  parties  are  at 
hand,  and  in  our  very  midst ;  and  any  person  that  pleases 
may  make  the  investigation,  ad  I  have,  and  satisfy  himsdC 

'  But  all  thiu,  and  much,  very  much  more  of  a  cognsle 
nature  went  to  show  me  that  there  was  a  high  order  d 
intelligence  involved  in  this  new  phenomenon — an  intelli- 
gence outside  of  and  beyond  mere  mortal  agency;  fcr 
there  was  no  other  hypothesis  which  I  could  devise  or  hear 
of  that  could  at  all  explain  that,  whose  reality  is  esta- 
blished by  the  testimony  of  tens  of  thousands,  and  can 
easily  be  ascertained  by  any  one  who  will  take  the  tronUe 
to  inquire. 

'  If  these  two  points  were  established — and  there  are 
now  in  these  United  States  hundreds  of  thousands  of  sen- 
tient beings  who  have  investigated  and  believe  they  arfr- 
then  came  this  important  question,  Cui  bono  f  To  what 
end  is  it  all  ?     For  what  purpose  ?     With  what  object! 

*  To  that  inquiry  I  have  directed  my  earnest  attenti<H^ 
devoting  to  the  task  for  over  two  years  all  the  leisure  I 
could  command,  and  increasing  that  leisure  as  &r  as  1 
could  by  withdrawing  myself  from  all  my  former  lecrea* 
tions.  I  have  gone  from  circle  to  circle,  from  medium  is 
medium,  seeking  knowledge  on  the  subject  wherever  I 
could  obtain  it,  either  from  books  or  from  observation,  aai 
bringing  to  bear  upon  it  whatever  of  intelligence  I  lii«J 
been  gifted  with  by  nature,  sharpened  and  improved  \f 
over  thirty  yeare'  practice  at  the  bar,  in  the  l^dfll 
and  on  the  bench. 
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I  found  til  ere  were  many  ways  in  which  this  unseen 
intelligence  communed  with  us,  besides  the  rappings  and 
table-tippings,  and  that  through  thi?8e  other  modes  there 
came  very  many  communications  distinguished  for  their 
eloqxience,  their  high  order  of  intellect,  and  their  pure  and 
lofty  moral  tone  ;  at  the  same  time  I  discovered  many  in- 
consistencies and  contradictiona  that  were  calculated  to 
mislead.  I  saw  many  puerile  and  some  very  absurd  state- 
men  ts^  and  many  that  were  admirably  calculated  to  make 
men  better  and  happier,  and  I  set  to  work  to  see  if  I 
could  not  out  of  this  chaos  gather  something  that  might 
be  valuable, 

*  I  was  satisfied  that  something  more  was  intended 
than  the  gratification  of  an  idle  curiosity ;  something 
more  than  pandering  to  a  diseased  appetite  for  the  mar- 
vellous ;  something  more  than  the  promulgation  of  oi*a- 
cular  platitudes  j  something  more  than  upsetting  material 
objects  to  the  admiration  of  the  wonder-lover;  something 
more  than  telling  the  age  of  the  living  or  the  deadj  tfcc. 

^  For  that  something  I  have  indui^triou sly  searched.  I 
thought  that  was  wnser  than  to  condemn  without  investi- 
gation, and  denounce  wnthout  knowledge.  What  T  have 
discovered  in  that  regard  I  have  intended  to  give  to  the 
world,  that  all  may  judge  for  themselves  whether  there  is 
anything  in  it  worthy  the  attention  of  intelligent  beings. 
It  would  have  been  done  ere  this  if  my  leisiu^e  would 
have  allowed  me  time  to  prepare  my  manuscript  for  the 
press.  Now  I  expect  that  my  book  will  be  published  by 
the  ist  of  September,  and  to  that  I  refer,  as  I  have 
already  said,  for  particulai^. 

^  In  the  meantime,  it  is  due  to  myself  and  to  others  to 
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say,  that  our  faith,  as  growing  out  of  these  researches,  is 
not  *at  irreconcilable  variance  with  revelation.'  How 
little  do  they,  who  make  such  charges,  know  of  this 
matter !  Misled  by  the  credulities  which  alone  are  seen 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  because  the  graver  matters 
cannot  find  admission  there,  the  idea  is,  I  am  aware, 
entertained  by  some  that  this  new  philosophy  is  at 
variance  with  the  revelation  through  Christ,  the  Be- 
deemer.  This  is,  indeed,  a  sad  mistake,  and  one  that 
believers  would  be  too  happy  to  correct,  if  only  the  op- 
portunity could  be  afforded  them. 

*  So,  too,  is  it  a  grievous  error  to  suppose  that  it  '  con- 
stitutes an  abandonment  of  all  self-control,  and  a  sur- 
render of  the  supremacy  of  reason,  as  informed  and 
enlightened  by  the  sense&'  There  was  never  yet,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  a  religious  creed  promulgated  among  men 
which  so  entirely  eschewed  blind  faith  and  so  fully  and 
always  demanded  the  exercise  of  the  judgment  and  the 
supremacy  of  the  reason. 

*  Hence  it  is  that  we  are  taught  that  none  of  these 
extraordinary  things  which  are  witnessed  by  so  many 
are  miraculous,  or  flow  from  ajiy  suspension  of  nature's 
laws,  but  are,  on  the  other  hand,  in  conformity  with  and 
in  execution  of  those  laws ;  that,  like  the  steam-engine 
and  the  magnetic  telegraph,  they  are  marvellous  only  to 
those  who  do  not  understand  them,  or  are  not  familiar 
with  them  ;  that  those  laws,  and  the  means  by  which 
they  produce  such  results,  are  as  capable  of  being  found 
out  by  human  research ;  that  the  knowledge  is  not  con- 
fined to  a  few,  but  is  open  to  all,  rich  or  poor,  high  or 
low,  wise  or  ignorant,  who  will  wisely  and  patiently 


search  for  it,  and  that,  when  it  is  attained,  it  cannot  but 
work  in  the  he^irt  *  a  closer  wiilk  with  God,'  and  an  in- 
tercourse with  our  fellow  men  of  a  more  elevated  cha- 
racter, Toid  of  selfishness,  and  devoted  to  their  absolute 
advancement  in  all  knowledge  and  goodness,  both  in  this 
world  and  in  the  world  to  come* 

*  This  is  a  part  of  the  something  which  I  have  found 
in  ray  researches.  But  there  is  more  yet.  There  is  that 
which  comforts  the  mourner  and  binds  up  the  broken- 
hearted^— that  which  smooths  the  passage  to  the  grave 
and  robs  dejitli  of  its  terrors — that  which  enlightens  the 
atheist,  and  cannot  but  refoiTn  the  vicious— that  wliich 

k cheers  and  encourages  the  viii-uous  amid  all  the  trials 
ftnd  vicissitudes  of  life — and  that  which  demonstrates  to 
taan  his  duty  and  his  destiny,  leaving  it  no  longer  vague 
and  uncertain.  What  that  is  I  cannot  in  the  limits  of 
this  letter  explain^  but  in  due  time  it  will  be  foithconiingj 
and  each  one  can  judge  for  himself 

*  Butj  now,  may  I  not  ask  if  I  overrate  the  importance 
of  the  subject  of  my  inquiries  l  Scarcely  more  than  four 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  *  Eochester  Knockings'  were 
fii^t  known  among  us.  Then  mediums  conld  be  counted 
by  units,  but  now  by  thousands — then  believers  could  he 
numhei'ed  by  hundreds,  now  by  tens  of  thousands.  It  is 
believed  by  the  best  informed,  that  the  whole  number  in 
the  United  States  must  be  several  hundred  thousands, 
and  that  in  tlda  city  and  its  Wciuity  there  mast  he  from 
25,000  to  30,000.  There  are  t^n  or  twelve  newspapers 
and  periodicals  devoted  to  the  cause,  and  the  /\p{rlhi(d 
Lihrnri/  embraces  more  than  100  different  publications, 
some  of  which  have  attained  a  ciroulation  of  more  than 
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10,000  copies.  Besides  the  undistinguished  multitude 
there  are  many  men  of  high  standing  and  talent  ranked 
among  them — doctors,  lawyers,  and  clergymen  in  great 
numbers,  a  Protestant  bishop,  the  learned  and  reverend 
president  of  a  college,  judges  of  our  higher  courts,  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  foreign  ambassadors,  and  ex-members  of 
the  United  States  Senate. 

'That  which  has  thus  spread  with  such  marvellous 
celerity,  in  spite  of  the  ridicule  which  has  deterred  so 
many  from  an  open  avowal — that  which  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  so  many  of  the  best  minds  among  us — cannot 
be  unworthy  of  my  investigation,  or  that  of  persons  fer 
wiser  and  more  reliable  than  I  am. 

'  It  is  now  more  than  a  year  that  my  peculiar  faith  has 
been  the  subject  of  public  comment.  During  it  all  I  have 
been  silent  as  to  those  attacks,  content  steadily  to  pursue 
my  investigations  until  I  could  arrive  at  satisfactory 
results.  Perhaps  I  have  been  silent  too  long,  for  in  the 
meantime  very  erroneous  notions  as  to  that  faith  have 
been  allowed  to  spring  up.  But  I  was  imwilling  to  speak 
imtil  I  was  as  sure  as  I  could  be  that  I  was  right,  lest  I 
might  utter  some  crudity  which  by  and  by  I  might  regret, 
or  commit  some  error  which  I  might  find  it  difficult  to 
correct,  or,  in  fine,  unhappily  mislead  in  my  ignorance, 
rather  than  wisely  guide  by  my  knowledge. 

*  I  went  into  the  investigation,  originally  thinking  it  a 
deception,  and  intending  to  make  public  my  exposure  of 
it.  Having,  from  my  researches,  come  to  a  different  con- 
clusion, I  feel  that  the  obligation  to  make  known  the 
result  is  just  as  strong.  Therefore  it  is,  mainly,  that  I 
give  the  result  to  the  world.     I  say  mainly,  because  there 
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• 
is  another  consideration  which  influences  me,  and  that  is, 
the  desire  to  extend  to  others  a  knowledge  which  I  am 
conscious  cannot  but  make  them  happier  and  better. 

*  If  those  who  doubt  this  could  but  spend  a  few  days 
with  me  in  my  library,  and  witness  the  calls  I  have  from 
strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  country ;  if  they  could 
but  look  over  my  portfolio,  and  read  the  letters  which 
pour  in  upon  me  from  all  sections,  and  from  persons 
whom  I  have  never  seen  and  never  may  see,  they  would 
be  able,  from  the  evidence  thus  furnished  of  the  good  that 
has  been  done,  to  form  some  idea  of  what  may  yet  be 
accomplished,  and  they  would  not  wonder  that  I  find  a 
compensation  for  the  obloquy  that  is  so  freely  heaped 
upon  me  by  the  ignorant,  in  the  grateful  outpourings  of 
hearts  which  have,  by  my  means,  been  relieved.  One  of 
them  says — and  it  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  whole — 
*  You  have  acted  the  part  of  the  good  Samaritan,  and 
poured  oil  into  the  wound  of  one  like  to  die,  and  you  will 
have  rendered  a  deathbed,  sooner  or  later,  calm  and 
hopeful,  which  might  have  been  disturbed  by  doubts.' 

*  This,  then,  is  the  offence  for  which  I  have  been  ar- 
raigned at  the  bar  of  the  public  with  so  unsparing  a  con- 
demnation, declared  unworthy  of  my  high  office,  falsely 
accused  of  consulting  aught  else  than  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  my  own  reason,  in  the  judgments  which  I  officially 
pronounce,  and  have  had  invoked  against  me  *  the  fires 
of  Smithfield  and  the  hangings  of  Salem.'  From  such  a 
condemnation  it  is  that  I  appeal  to  the  calm,  unbiassed 
judgment  of  my  countrymen,  with  a  firm  reliance  upon 
its  justice. 

'  J.  W.  Edmonds. 
'New  York,  August  i,  1853.' 
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fiave  been  limited  by  Maaon  and  Dixon^s  line  on  the 
north,  and  the  Sftvamiah  river  ou  the  South  ;  and  more 
than  half  the  territory  now  cultivated  by  slaves  in  the 
United  States  would  have  been  from  the  beginning  '  free 
soil/  Indeed,  the  whole  would  now  be  *  free  soil  i  for 
without  cotton-growing  and  sugar-gi*owing  States  as  mar- 
kets for  their  elaves,  slavery  would  long  ere  this  have 
died  a  natural  death  in  Maryland,  Yirginia,  and  Ken- 
tucky, 

*What  prevented  the  accompliahment  of  this  noble 
Anti-Slavery  project  of  the  first  settlers  of  Georgia? 
English  slave-traders,  who  cared  only  for  theii'  owii  pecu- 
niaiy  gain,  operating  partly  by  direct  influence  on  the 
government  at  home,  and  partly  through  their  indolent 
countrymen  in  the  colony,  the  London  paupers  settled 
near  Savannah,  succeeded  in  procuring  the  abolition  of  all 
anti-slayory  restrictions,  and  these  merchants  then  fllled 
the  markets  of  Georgia  with  niisei-able  heathen  from 
Africa,  the  victims  of  their  avarice  and  cruelty.  The 
Highlanders  and  Germans  persisted  to  the  last  in  their 
opposition  to  this  great  wickedness,  but  in  vain.  The 
negroes  were  admitted,  and,  when  once  admitted,  the 
planters  were  compelled  to  employ  them,  for  they  could 
get  no  other  labourers, 

*The  descendants  of  these  Highlandei's  and  Germans 
are  now  wealthy  slaveholders,  scattered  over  aU  the 
country  between  the  Savannah  river  and  the  farthest 
limits  of  Arkansas  and  Texas.  They  inherit  the  religious 
principles  of  their  fathers.  They  have  the  Bible,  and  love 
to  read  it.  They  go  to  that  blessed  hook,  and  not  to 
Northern   men   or   Englishmen,  to   Northern  ladies  or 
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English  ladies,  to  learn  their  duties  to  their  slaves.  Thej 
do  not  find  in  any  part  of  that  hook  the  doctrine  of  the 
immediate  aholitionists.  They  find  there  that  the  slave 
is  a  man  and  a  hrother ;  that  Grod  made  him ;  that  God 
loves  him ;  that  Christ  died  for  him  ;  and  that  God  will 
not  hless,  and  Christ  will  not  love,  the  master  who  does 
not  love  his  slave,  or  the  slave  who  does  not  love  and  obey 
his  master.  With  this  simple  teaching,  and  withdrawing 
themselves,  as  the  Apostle  directs,  from  those  who  teach 
otherwise,  they  have  been  labouring  quietly  and  unosten- 
tatiously, amidst  all  the  discouragements  caused  by  the 
curse  of  slavery  on  one  side,  and  the  agitations  of  aboli- 
tionists on  the  other,  to  establish  schools  and  churches, 
and  to  fit  the  negro  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  happiness 
of  which  he  is  capable  here  and  hereafter;  and  with  such 
success,  that  they  and  their  co-labourers  count,  as  one  of 
the  fruits  of  their  toil,  more  than  300,000  negro  members 
of  evangelical  churches — a  greater  number,  as  has  been 
frequently  stated,  than  the  aggregate  number  in  all  the 
churches  imder  Protestant  missionaries  in  all  the  countries 
of  the  heathen  world. 

'Miss  M'Intosh  is  the  fit  representative  of  that  nu- 
merous band  of  self-appointed  missionaries  xinder  whose 
labours  so  many  of  these  poor  negroes  have  become  joyful 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  She  is  the  great  grand-daughter 
of  John  Moore  M'Intosh,  who  was  the  leader  of  the 
Highlanders  when  they  protested  in  1738  against  the 
introduction  of  slavery  into  Georgia ;  and  she  is  a  cousin 
of  Mrs.  Wilson,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  L.  Wilson,  to 
whom  we  referred  in  our  paper  of  the  31st  ult.,  as  having 
emancipated  her  slaves,  and  accompanied  them  with  her 


Imsband  from  South  Carolina  to  Africa,  t«  preach  the 
Gospel  to  the  natives  of  that  dark  laiitL  Did  the  ladies 
at  Btaflbrd  Hoiaae  know  that  such  women  are  produced  in 
the  midst  of  American  shiYery?  Did  they  know  that 
there  m  not  in  any  conntiy  on  the  eaiih,  among  the 
higher  clashes,  a  body  of  Christians  more  distinguished 
for  generous  self-sacrifice,  and  for  all  the  nohle  graces  of 
the  Christian  character,  than  the  truly  Christian  alare- 
liolders  of  the  Soutkem  States  in  America !  When  they 
learn  this,  those  ladies  will  surely  feel  how  unbecoming  it 
was  in  them  to  issue,  with  so  much  parade^  an  addi'esa, 
which  assumes  that  it  is  necessary  far  English  women  to 
teach  the  American  people,  and  especially  our  Southern 
people,  the  first  piinciples  of  their  duty  towaxda  God  and 
man* 


LETTER. 


•to  THE   EDITOR   OF  TEE   *  KKW  YOHK    OBSEBVKB/ 


*  SlK : — I  read  a  few  weeks  since  in  yoiu*  valuable 
aper^  with  some  pain,  an  article  commenting  on  a  letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  to  the  Editor  of  the  London 
%me8f  in  whioh  you  seemed  to  give  an  nnqualLfied  ap- 
proval to  the  answers  iiddreHsed  by  some  of  oui'  countiy- 
women  to  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland,  and  the  other  ladies 
of  England,  who  had  appealed  to  their  Christian  isym- 
pathies  in  behalf  of  the  slave,  I  cannot  better  evince  mj 
confidence  in  your  Chiistian  magnanimity  than  in  ven- 
turing to  ask  ]>er mission  to  avaLl  myself  of  the  prestige  of 
pur  paper  in  presenting  views  differing  somewhat,  it 
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maybe,  from  your  own.  Mistaken  and  injudicious  as  I 
consider  the  action  of  tHese  ladies  of  England,  in  uigiDg 
on  the  women  of  America  responsibilities  which  it  would 
have  been  fatuity  in  them  to  overlook,  and  duties  whie^ 
it  would  have  been  heathenism  in  them  to  neglect^  no 
less  mistaken  and  injudicious  seems  to  me  the  manner  in 
which  that  appeal  has  been  answered  These  answers 
have  proceeded,  I  believe,  from  northern  women  only, 
who  might  well  have  held  themselves  untouched  by  this 
controversy.  They  could  have  been  dictated  by  no  sel&b 
motive,  therefore,  but  solely  by  generous  sympathy  for 
their  southern  sisters — ^a  motive  which  claims  more  than 
indulgence — admiration  and  respect.  In  their  own  cause, 
sir,  I  doubt  not  these  ladies  would  themselves  have 
thought  as  I  do,  that  if  a  reply  was  made  at  all,  it  would 
be  more  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  Christian  gentle- 
women to  make  it  in  the  spirit  of  that  charity  which 
'hopeth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  endureth  all 
things,'  than  in  the  proud  vindictiveness  of  woimded  self- 
love,  to  give  back  railing  for  railing. 

I  have  said  that  the  action  of  the  ladies  of  England 
was  mistaken ;  yet  it  was  a  mistake  which  we  can  readily 
forgive,  I  think,  when  we  recollect  the  influence  under 
which  it  was  made.  Genius,  which  might  well  have 
been  satisfied  with  the  triumphs  it  was  capable  of 
achieving  in  a  legitimate  field,  had  stooped  to  pander  to 
the  passions  of  the  multitude,  by  clothing  fiction  in  the 
garb  of  truth,  and  teaching  her  to  utter  her  aspersions  in 
the  accents  of  this  daughter  of  the  skies.  Had  the  power 
which  thus  maligned  us  been  the  product  of  a  foreign  soil, 
it  might  have  been  mistrusted ;  but  how  could  honour- 


able  women  believe  tliat  a  woman  would,  without  provo- 
cationj  blacken  with  infiimy  the  land  oi  her  biiih,  unless 
the  dearer  inter  eats  of  truth  had  forced  her  to  the  painful 
task  ?  And  can  we  wonder  that  if  these  aspersions  were 
believed,  all  prudential  considerations  should  have  been 
forgotten !  Ought  we  not  rather  to  admii'e  the  for- 
bearance of  these  ladies  of  England,  supposing  such  belief 
to  have  been  theirs,  in  that  thei*e  escaped  them  not  the 
indignant  uttei^nce  of  horror  and  disgust^  but  the  gentle 
appeal  of  Christian  charity  1  For  my  own  part,  I  feel  and 
acknowledge  my  obligation  to  them  for  the  liberality 
which  coidd  still  believe  us  not  wholly  dead  to  human 
aympathies,  which  could  still  hope  to  rouse  us  to  the 
exercise  of  humanity.  Urged  by  this  obligation,  and 
desiring  to  relieve  them  from  the  pain  which  every 
Christian  heart  must  feel  in  entertaining  condemnatijry 
opinions  of  those  holding  like  precious  feith  with  them- 
selves, I  would  say,  *  Believe  not  that  the  old  Engliisih 
nature  has  lost  any  of  its  noble  attributes  in  the  air  of 
America,  Here,  as  with  you,  it  still  hates  oppression  and 
sickens  at  cruelty.  Woman,  bere,  baa  not  forgotten  her 
office  of  comforter.'  I  would  say  to  them,  '  We  accept 
your  sympathy,  noble  sisters,  and  oflfer  you  our  own  under 
those  heavy  responsibilities  which  you  too  have  to  bear. 
With  such  responsibilities,  well  may  you  bless  God  that 
you  are  exempted  from  that  burden  which  your  fathera 
laid  upon  us.  And  yet,*  I  would  add,  *  count  it  not 
heavier  than  it  is ;  think  of  it  not  with  the  vague  terror 
with  which  we  strive  in  vain  to  grasp  the  proportions 
and  struggle  with  the  power  of  an  opprtissive  nightmare  j 
but  look  at  it  rather  with  the  sharfiened  faculties,  and 
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the  fuller  conBciousness,  and  the  quieter  self-possessicii 
with  which  danger  ever  endows  a  magnanimous  spirit* 
Looking  at  it  thus,  you  will  see  a  race  of  peo|^ 
brought  hither,  not,  as  romance  would  teach,  from  the 
enjoyment  of  the  dear  ties  of  home,  from  a  life  of 
fi-eedom  and  of  simple  pleasures;  but  from  a  condition 
the  lowest  to  which  humanity  could  sink — nay,  dis- 
tinguished from  that  of  the  brutes,  only  as  the  semblance 
of  the  human  form  excited  a  deeper  disgust,  by  its 
suggestion  of  contrast.  This  people  you  would  see  now 
wearing  in  their  features  more  of  the  aspect  of  humanity, 
and  exhibiting  in  their  habits  hr  more  of  the  decencies 
of  life.  You  would  see  them  dwelling  in  homes,  poor 
indeed,  but  not  wholly  comfortless,  surrounded  often  by 
families  whom  they  love,  and  with  whom  they  live  and 
die.  Yet  more,  you  would  find  that  the  moral  sentiment 
has  been  awakened  in  their  souls,  that  they  feel  them- 
selves accountable  to  the  Great  Father  of  all,  and  that 
they  whose  fathers  trembled  at  the  Fetich  and  adored  the 
Devil,  now  bow  at  the  name  of  Christ,  and  adore  the 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  with  a  simplicity,  and  an 
earnestness  of  faith,  which  no  philosophy  can  teach. 

We  claim  not  that  we  or  our  fathers  have  done  for 
them  all  that  we  ought — we  acknowledge  that  more,  fiw 
more  might  and  should  have  been  done;  but  this  is 
something  not  wholly  without  value,  and  this  God  in  his 
providence  hath  wrought  for  them — and  this  and  more — 
more  which  a  few  favoured  ones  have  gained — ^they  are 
now  bearing  back  to  throw  a  little  light  on  their  native 
Africa,  still  sitting  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death. 

*  But  you  reproach  us,  sisters — ^gently,  very  gently,  I 


acknowledge — still  you  reproacli  us  tliat  they  cauiiot  rt'ad 
for  themaelveB  the  word  of  life — Day^  tluit  wo  submit  to 
laws  wliich  have  forbidden  us  to  giv<?  them  this  estimable 
power ;  and  we  cannot  deny  it  ;  but  let  us  look  well  at 
this  too,  and  peiTliance  it  may  appear  less  black  a  wrong 
in  U8  tlian  at  tirat  it  aeema» 

I  *  Many  years  ago  a  faint  light  appeared  in  the  dark  sky 
-which  had  hitherto  ovei^ahadowed  thia  de\''oted  race;  a 
light  Avhich  wo  iioped  would  prove  the  dawu  of  a  quick- 
rising  and  brilliant  day.  An  influence,  silent,  irresistible^ 
coining  like  the  wind  of  heaven  we  knew  not  whence, 
stirred  many  hearts  and  awakened  many  noble  mintla  at 
the  south  to  the  great  work  of  the  south,  the  work  wliich 
it  has  yet  to  do;  the  inatruction  and  fuller  evangelisation 
of  those  whom  Gtjd  has  committed  to  tlieir  keeping. 
Suddenly,  plantation  schools  were  established  for  children 
and  adultSj  and  plantation  chapels  erected  where  instruc- 
tion should  be  given  better  adapted  to  their  untutored 
minds  than  the  ciiurch  services  on  which  they  hiul  been 
accustomed  to  depend.  You,  noble  ladies,  who  know 
how  slowly  the  wiaeat  reforms  win  general  consent  even 
in  enlightened  England,  will  readily  understand  how 
much  dithculty  tlie  pioneers  in  tliis  noble  work  had  to 
encounter;  but  they  went  o!i  undismayed,  and  God 
seemed  to  l>e  with  them.  He  was  ivith  them,  for  the 
good  seed  then  sown  has  never  been  wholly  uprooted ; — 
but,  alas  !  the  enemy  was  active  too,  and  sowed  tares 
with  the  wheat. 

'  While  slowly,  but  surely,  the  strongest  prejudices  were 
giving  way  before  the  quiet  \ait  steady  onset  of  trutli,  at 
the  south  ;  in  the  northern  part  of  our  land  there  arose 
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an  association  of  men,  to  whom  I  will  allude  no  fiftrtiha 
than  to  say  that,  by  publishing  works  of  the  most  inflam- 
matory character,  addressing  the  planters  of  the  souili 
with  the  bitterest   denimciation,   and   calling   on  thdr 
slaves  to  free  themselves  from  their  tyranny,  even  thou^ 
they  should  do  it  by  the  infliction  of  horrors  on  which  I 
will  not  dwell ;   and  by  sending  those  publications  to 
those  by  whom  they  supposed  their  contents  would  be 
communicated  to  the  slaves,  they  deeply   injured  the 
cause  they  sought  to  serve.     The  pamphlets  were  s^t 
to  free  blacks  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  preachers  of  the 
gospel   of  peace.     Deeply  shocked  themselves  at  tiieir 
contents,  they   placed  them  in  the  hands   of  the  city 
council,  by   which   they  were  forwarded   to   the  state 
legislatTire,  then  holding  its  annual  session.      The  result 
was  the  law  forbidding,  on  penalty  of  a  heavy  fine  and 
imprisonment,  that  the  blacks  be  taught  to  read  or  write 
— an  unwise  law,  as  we  believe,  but  scarcely  unnatural 
imder  these  circumstances. 

*  The  true  Mends  of  the  slave  were  grieved  but  not 
despairing,  cast  down  but  not  destroyed  The  law,  which 
they  felt  themselves  boimd  to  obey,  made  the  task  of 
enlightening  the  darkened  minds  around  them  &r  more 
difficult,  but  still  by  no  means  impracticable.  To  teach 
the  slaves  to  read,  and  place  Bibles  in  their  hands,  would 
have  been  an  easy  thing  compared  with  becoming  them- 
selves the  media  through  which  all  acquaintance  with 
that  sacred  word  must  be  obtained.  But  they  shrank 
not  from  this  difficult  task  *  Men  of  thought,  and  men 
of  action,'  women  of  cultivation  and  refinement,  who  were 
fitted  to  enjoy  and  to  adorn  society,  remodelled  their 


plans  of  life^  feeling  that  whateYor  else  was  neglected, 
this  rauat  be  done.  Erom  the  schools,  wliich  were  still 
contLnued,  some  of  the  books  that  had  been  in  uae 
vanished,  but  the  Bible  remained,  and  so  interesting  did 
the  vivd  voce  lessons  become,  that  we  doubt  whether 
many  of  the  pupils  were  conscious  of  the  change  in  the 
mode  of  teaching.  This  change  waa  not  the  greatest 
evil  i-eaulting  from  the  aj^prehonaion  in  whicli  the  law 
had  originated.  The  inJiueuce  which  the  friends  of  the 
slave  were  acquiring  over  public  sentiment,  the  waking 
up  of  dormant  consciences  under  the  silent  rebuke  of 
their  example,  was  checked.  People  cried,  *See  the 
effect  of  innovation  I*  and  returned  contentedly  to  their 
long  sleep. 

*  I  may  nob  hope^  in  the  short  space  of  such  an  ai'ticle 
aa  this,  to  convey  any  just  idea  of  the  persevering  efforts 
for  the  advancement  of  the  slave  made  by  this  devoted 
band  of  Christian  men  and  women  at  the  south.  They 
have  borne  obloquy  and  contempt  from  men  because 
they  would  not  set  all  human  law  at  defiance,  or  yield 
the  judgments  formed  on  the  sure  basis  of  experience  to 
the  wild  schemes  of  the  theorist.  For  this  obloquy  and 
contempt,  as  far  as  it  regarded  themselves  only,  they 
have  cared  little.  It  was  a  light  thing  to  them  to  be 
judged  of  mans  judgment.  On  the  panoply  of  the 
Christian  hero,  the  shafts  of  ridicule  and  the  heavier 
blows  of  hate  fall  alike  harmless.  But  that  which  was 
of  little  importance  to  them  personally,  has  been  felt  aa 
a  grievous  ill  for  its  influence  on  the  cause  to  which 
they  had  devoted  themselves.  Every  unjust  accusation, 
every  bitter  and  insulting  word  uttered  against  the  south, 
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in  England,  or  in  the  Northern  United  States,  has  tended 
to  harden  the  hearts  thej  were  seeking  to  soften,  and  to 
add  to  the  prejudices  which  present  an  insuperable 
barrier  to  the  attainment  of  their  heart's  desire  and 
prayer ;  the  elevation  and  gradual  emancipation  of  the 
slave. 

'Think  not  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  interest. or 
the  action  of  the  south  on  this  subject.  I  have,  indeed, 
not  told  you  the  half.  Were  it  not  my  design  to  confine 
myself  strictly  to  the  subjects  of  your  letter,  I  could 
prove  to  you  by  well-authenticated  statistics  that  the 
south,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth  and  population,  ha 
given  more,  and  done  more  for  the  cause  of  A£ican 
emancipation,  than  England  and  the  Korthem  United 
States  combined.  And  against  the  examples  of  individual 
debasement  and  cruelty,  so  industriously  sought  out  bj 
our  enemies,  I  might  set  examples  of  such  self-devotion 
as  would  compel  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  cast 
your  own  noble  Wilberforce  and  Clarkson  into  the  shade. 
I  could  show  you  delicately-nurtured  and  accomplished 
women  and  men  of  education,  who  have  not  only  liberated 
their  slaves,  and  sent  them  at  their  own  expense  to 
Africa,  but,  having  thus  given  to  the  good  cause  all  they 
had,  have  added  to  that  gift  themselves ;  having  accom« 
panied  their  people,  shared  their  dangers,  and  laboured 
now  for  nearly  thirty  years  as  African  missionaries. 

*But  I  turn  to  another  and  not  less  interesting  subject, 
against  which  you  have  expressed  yourself  with  faithful, 
and  I  am  ready  to  believe  not  imchristian  rebuke — the 
relation  of  marriage  amoi.g  the  slaves,  and  the  little 
regard  which  their  family  ties  obtain  among  those  who 
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are  the  rulers  of  their  earthly  destiniea.  For  tiie  slight 
consideration  which  the  slaves  themselves  attach  to  the 
sacred  relatioti  of  marriage,  I  can  only  say  that  they  are 
this  Uttl^  if  any,  worse  than  the  ignorant  in  even 

^our  own  favoured  land.  To  multiply  proof  of  this  from 
your  own  police  reports  would  be  easy,  if  it  were  not 
uselessly  occupying  hoth  your  time  and  mine.  One  in» 
stance  is  placed  before  me  even  as  I  write,  to  which  1 
refer,  not  bec*i\ise  of  its  greater  appoaiteness  t-o  ray  pur- 
pose, but  simply  because  it  ia  at  hand.  I  derive  it  from 
a  well-known  American  Magazine — LitteWa  Living  Age 
— ^into  which  it  was  copied  from  an  English  paper — ^the 
Skuii/ord  Mereurt/.  It  purpoi'ts  to  be  a  I'eport  of  a  tiial, 
occurring  before  magistrates  in  Birmingham,  of  a  man 
for  an  asa^ult  upon  his  wife.  The  miserable  woman 
teatifietJ  that  her  husband  does  not  live  with  her,  liaving 
'  leased '  himself  to  another  woman— I  use  the  language 
of  the  report.  Further  investigation  ensues,  and  a  lease 
of  this,  I  tinist,  singular  character,  ia  actually  intirtduced 
into  court  and  sworn  to  aa  havuig  been  dmwn  up  by  a 
lawyer  whose  name  is  given,  and  who,  it  is  asserted, 
received  for  it  a  fee  of  £i  155. 

*But  surely  it  needs  neither  repeated  examples  nor 
elaboi-ate  argument  to  prove  that  even  in  a  far  more 
refined  condition  than  that  of  the  plantation  slave,  the 
influence  of  Christian  principle  is  needed  to  make 
marriage  what  God  intended  it  should  be. 

*  But  yon  aoouae  ils — wo  to  us  if  you  accuse  us  justly  1 — 

"of  having  fostered  this  disregard  in  the  slave  by  showing 
ittle  respect  ourselves  to  his  family  ties.  We  have  been 
epresented  to  the  world  as  teaiing  without  remorse  the 
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wife  from  the  husband,  the  mother  from  the  child.  Thk 
has  been  so  often  asserted — it  has  gone  forth  to  the  voiM 
indorsed  by  names  so  fair  and  so  generally  reliable — that 
we  can  scarcely  hope  to  be  believ-ed  when  ^we  affirm  that 
such  cruelty  would  be  met  by  as  fierce  an  indignation,  as 
unmitigated  an  abhorrence,  in  the  Southern  United  States 
as  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  that  the  scenes  depicted  in 
the  well-woven  fiction,  which  has  not  only  aroused  the 
sympathy  and  excited  the  compassion  of  thousands,  but 
has  given  impulse  to  a  course  of  action  that  threatens  to 
excite  national  resentment,  sunder  national  amity,  and 
thus,  it  may  be,  to  change  the  political  aspects  of  the 
world,  if  they  have  ever  occurred,  are  but  the  few  and 
rare  exceptions  in  the  history  of  slavery  here— proo&  of 
individual,  not  of  national,  guilt. 

'  As  I  think  of  the  unheeding  ears  and  the  unbelieving 
hearts  I  am  addressing,  I  am  ready  to  throw  aside  my  pen, 
and  to  sit  down,  as  most  of  my  countrymen  and  coimtry- 
women  seem  disposed  to  do,  in  sullen  or  haughty  quietude. 
But  this  is  not  the  spirit  of  the  Christian,  not  the  spirit  in 
which  I  commenced  this  reply ;  and,  difficult  as  it  is,  I 
will,  with  God's  help,  speak  the  truth,  and  speak  it  in 
love,  even  though  conscious  that  I  speak  it  to  those  who 
are  not  likely  to  credit  my  assertions. 

*  First,  then,  after  an  acquaintance  of  more  than  thirty 
years  with  slavery  as  it  exists  in  Georgia  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, I  can  solemnly  aver  that  I  never  saw  that  monster 
— a  slave-trader — ^never  heard  him  named  but  with  ab- 
horrence, and  do  not  believe  that  any  Southern  gentleman 
could  be  driven  by  necessity  or  tempted  by  gain  to  have 
dealings  with  one  in  his  own  person. 


'Next,  I  aver  that  slaves  are  not  regarded  as  mere 
articles  of  merchandisCj  valued  only  at  the  munber  of 
dollara  and  cents  they  may  bring.  Sympathy,  kindness, 
is  felt  for  tbem,  and  as  a  general  thing  their  ownere  will 
resist  any  temptation  and  .submit  to  much  jirivation  before 
they  will  ]_jermit  them  to  pass  into  other  hands ;  and 
when  this  becomes  a  necessity,  it  is  not  to  the  slave-trader 
they  resort,  A  good  slave — by  which  I  mean  one  who 
bears  a  good  moi-al  character^will  readily  find  a  pur- 
chaser less  to  be  dreaded,  and  with  a  purchaser  chosen  by 
the  slave  himself,  the  master  will  genei-ally  deal  on  more 
accommodating  terms  than  with  any  other.  So  decided 
is  public  sentiment  at  the  Soutli  on  this  subject,  that  I 
do  honestly  believe  even  a  cruel  nature  would  be  held  in 
check  by  it,  and  that  no  man  could  there  remain  the 
associate  of  gentlemen  who  was  known  to  have  sold  a 
slave  of  good  character  to  a  slave-tratlor.  Slaves  of  incor- 
rigibly bad  character,  who,  if  they  were  free  Englishmen, 
would  probably  find  their  way  to  Norfolk  Island,  are  sent 
instead  to  the  auction-stand,  aiid  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder,  be  he  slave-trader  or  not.  There  are  occasions 
indeed  when,  under  the  strong  hand  of  the  law,  whole 
plantations  are  disposed  of  at  once,  yet  even  then  family 
ties  are  re^spected,  and  he  who  would  j!Ui*chase  a  strong 
man  or  skiliul  artisan  must  often  consent  to  take  with 
him  a  feeble  wife  and  helpless  children. 

'  I  am  reminded  that  1  am  opposed,  in  the  statements 
I  liave  here  made,  not  only  by  the  power  of  genius  and 
the  sensibilities  it  has  aroused,  but  that,  even  while  I 
w^rite,  a  volume  is  on  its  way  across  the  Atlantic  whicli 
will  give  to  the  impressions  thus  created  *  confirmation 
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BtroDg  as  proof  of  Holy  Writ.'  To  this,  I  can  only 
answer,  that  I  have  spoken  truth,  and  that  truth  wiU 
abide,  let  Falsehood  oppose  it  as  she  may. 

'  That  over  an  area  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  square 
miles,  occupied  by  millions  of  inhabitants,  through  the 
duration  of  more  than  a  century,  instances  have  occurred 
of  oppressive  and  cruel  abuse  of  a  power  limited  only  by 
public  sentiment  and  the  laws  of  God  as  interpreted  by 
his  voice  within  the  soul  of  man,  will  surprise  no  one. 
To  suppose  that  there  had  not  been  such  instances  of 
abuse,  would  be  to  suppose  human  nature  in  America  had 
attained  an  exaltation  undreamed  of  in  any  other  land 
But  what  shall  we  say  of  the  fairness  of  that  mind  which 
could  make  these  instances,  that  are  but  the  exceptions, 
the  rule  ?  As  truthful  would  it  be  to  represent  the  earth 
as  one  vast  desert,  with  here  and  there  a  green  spot  to 
break  its  desolation — as  truthful  to  represent  life  in  the 
city  where  I  now  write  as  passing  under  one  dark  reign 
of  terror,  hate  and  murder  stalking  through  her  streets 
unchecked,  because  the  police  reports  of  the  last  week 
have  conveyed  to  us  direful  details  of  iktal  brawls  and 
assassination — ^as  truthful  would  it  be  to  say  that  the 
mothers  of  England  are  a  race  of  heartless  savages  because 
on  some,  even  in  that  glorious  land,  life  has  pressed  so 
heavily — ^has  so  crushed  out  heart  and  hope — so  darkened 
reason  and  deadened  sensibility — ^that  they  have  taken 
the  lives  of  their  own  children  to  avoid  the  cost  of  their 
nurture,  or  to  gain  the  small  sum  allowed  for  their  funeitd 
expenses. 

*  Sisters !  the  world — the  whole  world — England  and 
America,  as  well  as  India  and  Africa — are  full  of  the 


habitations  of  crueltj*  Gcpd  has  gifted  \ie  with  capacities 
of  aympathjj  by  whose  gi-acioua  influence  we  may  inspire 
the  colder  reason  and  move  the  stranger  arm  of  man  in 
the  cause  of  the  world's  redemption  from  sin  and  aon*ow 
— the  world's  restoration  to  more  than  Eden's  joy  a  But, 
if  we  would  have  our  champions  suocessfalj  the  weapons 
with  which  we  arm  them  must  he  wrought  by  Truth  and 
pointed  by  Love. 

'  Sisters  of  England !  let  us  close  our  e-ars  to  every 
voice  which  would  introduoe  hatred  and  unholy  rivalry 
into  our  hearts.  We  have  '  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
baptisnij  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  wlio  is  above  all,  and 
through  all,  and  in  us  all;  whether  we  dw^ell  in  the  simple 
homes  of  republican  America  or  in  the  baronial  halls  of 
England.  Let  us  each,  in  our  land  and  our  own  sphcrej 
laViour  to  teach  the  ignoi'ant,  to  comfort  the  sorrowing,  to 
Bclaim  the  vicious — in  whatever  condition  we  find  them. 
'Leaving  to  man — prochdmed,  at  the  fii-st^  by  Heaven , 
loi^l  of  til  is  lower  world — the  fashioning  of  the  external 
forms  of  social  and  political  life — let  it  be  our  unol>- 
trusivCj  but  not  less  important  task  to  imbue  those  forms 
-with  the  Spirit  of  peace  and  love  and  joy  m  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Once  instinct  with  this  blessed  Spirit,  all  forms 
shall  exjMUid  into  grace  and  beauty,  and  that  glorious 
freedom  *  wherewith  Christ  maketh  free.' 

*  Such,  in  s])irit,  Rev.  Sir^  would  I  have  had  the  reply 
of  American  Women  to  those  noble  Ladies  of  England 
who  appealed  to  them  with  earnest  and,  as  I  truly  believe, 
causcierdum^f  though,  as  I  also  believe,  mistakfn  con- 
viction of  duty.  Such  a  reply,  since  other  and  abler 
voices  are  silent,  I  would  even  now%  with  your  permission, 


43©  APPENDIX. 

make  to  them  through  your  widelj-read  and  much  ytlxm 
paper ;  with  the  hope  that  it  may  suggest,  at  least  in  i 
own  land,  more  kindly  and  Christian  thoughts  than  ba 
lately  prevailed  on  this  subject. 

*  Should  I  send  this  paper  to  you  anonymously,  I  f( 
that  it  may  fail  to  secure  your  attention,  or  should  it 
so,  that  the  public  may  suppose  the  writer  unwillmg 
indorse  her  own  assertions.  I  therefore  subscribe  my» 
Eev.  Sir, 

*  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

'M.  I.  M'TOTOStt' 
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PHILADELPHIA, 


rpHE  following  Schedule  of  tke  course  of  studies  pur- 
^  sued  at  the  High  School,  Philadelphiaj  will  afford 
sufficient  iusight  iuto  the  advantages  of  that  institu- 
tion : — 

The  school  is  divided  into  eight  divisions^  which  are 
again  subdivided  into  classes. 

The  studies  of  the  I  at  division  are— Lectures  on  the 
Histoiy  of  the  English  Language  and  Literature  ;  Klip- 
stein's  AtmlecUi  Saxonica,  vol  ii,  5  lessons  a  week  ; 
Gummere's  Practical  AslroThomy^  4  lessons  a  week  ;  *  Bow- 
ditch's  NaingcUimiy  4  lessons  a  week ;  Hygiene  and 
Zoology — 2  Lecturas  and  2  Recitations  a  week ;  Mecha- 
nical Drawing,  once  a  week  ;  Designing,  once  a  week ; 
Ornamental  Penmanship,  once  a  week  ;  Wayland's  Poli- 
tical Economy f  3  lessons  a  weekj  Composition,  once  a 
week  •  MoeutioUj  once  a  week ;  Whately's  Logic,  twice 
a  week ;  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry — i  Lecture 
and  2  Hecitations  a  week. 

The  studies  of  the  2nd  division  are — Lecturea  on  the 
History  of  the  Eoglish  Language  and  Literature ;  KHp- 
atein's  Anahcta  SctxonieOt  ToL   iL,   5   lesaons  a  week  : 
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Gummere*8  Practical  Astronomy,  2  lessons  a  week ;  Lec- 
tures on  the  Differential  Calculus  ;  Gonstmctioii  and  In- 
strumental Solution  of  Spherical  Triangles,  2  lessons  % 
week ;  Domestic  Medicine  and  Surgery-^ — 2  lectures  and 
2  recitations  a  week  ;  Mechanical  Drawing,  once  a  week; 
Geometrical  Perspective,  once  a  week ;  Designing,  once  a 
week  ;  Ornamental  Penmanship,  once  a  week ;  Wajknd's 
Political  Ecoruymy,  3  lessons  a  week ;  Spanish,  Dm 
QuijotBy  3  lessons  a  week ;  French,  Tupper's  Prov.  FML 
in  French,  2  lessons  a  week ;  Xenophon's  Cyropcedia,  3 
lessons  a  week ;  Horace,  2  lessons  a  week  ;  Composition, 
once  a  week  ;  Elocution,  once  a  week  ;  Whately's  Logkj 
twice  a  week;  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry— 2 
lectures  and  4  recitations  a  week. 

The  studies  of  the  third  division  are — Lectures  on  the 
History  of  the  English  Language  and  Literature  ;  KHp-. 
stein*s  Analecta  Saxonica,  vol.  i,  5  lessons  a  week; 
Davies's  Analytical  Geometry,  3  lessons  a  week ;  Gum- 
mere's  Swrveying,  4  lessons  a  week ;  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, 2  lectures  and  2  recitations  a  week  ;  Mechanical 
Drawing,  twice  a  week ;  Drawing  from  Solid  Objects  in 
Perspective,  once  a  week  ;  Ornamental  Penmanship,  once 
a  week ;  TJpham's  Menial  Philosophy,  3  lessons  a  week ; 
Spanish,  GU  Bias  and  OUendorf  s  Gram,,  2  lessons  a 
week ;  French,  Picot*s  Scientific  Nar,,  2  lessons  a  week ; 
Greek  Reader,  3  lessons  a  week ;  Cicero's  Orations,  2 . 
lessons  a  week  ;  Composition,  once  a  week.;  Elocution, 
once  a  week ;  Blair's  Rhetoric,  twice  a  week ;  Natural 
Philosophy  and  Chemistry — i  lecture  and  2  recitations  a 
week. 

The  studies  of  the  4th  division  are — Lectures  on  the 
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History  of  the  Eiiglisk  Language  and  Literature  ;  Klip- 
stein's  Analecta  Saxonicaj  vol  i.,  ^  lessons  a  week  ; 
Davies's  Ancdytical  Geometry,  3  lessons  a  week ;  Gura- 
mere's  Siirveyhigj  4  lessona  a  week  ;  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, I  lecture  and  2  recitations  a  week  ;  Geometrical 
Perspective,  once  a  week ;  Drawing  from  Solid  Ohjects, 
once  a  week ;  Drawing  from  Patterns^  once  a  week  ; 
Ornamental  Penmanship,  once  a  week ;  Upham's  Mental 
Philosophy y  3  lessons  a  week  ;  Spanish,  Cnhi'a  Oram,  and 
TrcmslatoTy  3  lessons  a  week  j  French,  Gil  Blas^  2  les&ona 
a  week ;  Greek,  McClintock's  First  Lessons j  3  times  a 
week  ;  Salkist,  twice  a  week  ;  Composition,  once  a  week  ; 
Elocution,  once  a  week  ;  Blair*a  Hhetoric,  twice  a  week  ; 
Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry — i  lecture  and  3 
recitations  a  week. 

.  The  studies  of  the  5th  division  are — Translating  Saxoa 
iflto  English — Saxon  Gospels,  5  lessons  a  week ;  Kendall's 
Uranographi/^  3  times  a  week ;  Chauvenet's  Spherical 
Trigonometry ^  3  times  a  week ;  Anatomy  and  Physiology — 
1  lecture  and  2  recitations  a  week ;  Penmanship,  once  a 
week ;  Drawing,  three  times  a  week ;  Wayland*s  Moral 
Science^  3  times  a  week;  French^  5  times  a  week. 
Sand/or d  et  Merton,  Levizac  and  Piuney's  Grammar ,  and 
Exercises  ;  Latin,  Yirgil,  5  lessons  a  week ;  Composition^ 
once  a  week ;  History  of  Pennsylvania,  i  lecture  and  i 
I'ecitation  a  week  ;  Kataral  Philosophy  and  Chemistry— 
1  lecture  and  2  recitations  a  week ;  Trego*a  Geography  of 
Pemisylvamaf  5  times  a  week ;  Willard's  Universal  His' 
iOT^h  3  times  a  week. 

The  studies  of  the  6th  division  are — The  Saxon  Ele- 
ment of  the  Language^  Klipatein's  Saxon  Grammar,  5 
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lessons  a  week;  Alsop's  Algebra,  4  times  a  we^; 
Chauvenet's  Plane  Trigwuymetry^  3  times  a  week ;  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology,  i  lecture  and  2  recitations  a  week; 
Becker*s  Penmanship^  once  a  week  ;  Drawing  from  Pat- 
terns, twice  a  week ;  Wayland's  Moral  Science,  3  times  a 
week ;  French,  5  times  a  week  ;  Picot's  Hietorical  Narra- 
tions, Levizac  and  Pinney's  Grammar  and  Exerdtei; 
Latin,  Caesar,  5  lessons  a  week ;  Composition,  once  a 
week  ;  History  of  Pennsylvania,  i  lecture  and  i  redtation 
a  week ;  Natural  Philosophy,  i  lecture  and  2  recitations 
a  week  ;  Johnstone's  Chemistry,  5  times  a  week ;  Gold- 
smith's History  of  Rome,  3  times  a  week. 

The  studies  of  the  7  th  division  are — The  Latin  Ele- 
ment of  the  English  Language,  5  lessons  a  week  ;  Alsop's 
Algebra,  3  times  a  week  3  Davies'  Legendre's  Geometry^ 
3  times  a  week ;  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  i  lecture  and 
3  recitations  a  week  3  Becker's  Penmanship,  once  a  week ; 
Drawing,  Peale's  Graphics,  twice  a  week  ;  Phonography, 

3  recitations  a  week ;  Booth's  Instructor,  Patterson's 
Reporter^ s  Assistant;  French,  5  times  a  week,  Picot's 
Amusing  Narrations;  Levizac  and  Pinney's  Grammar 
and  Exercises  ;  McClintock  and  Crook's  Life  of  Josepk 
and  First  Lessons,  5  times  a  week  ;  Composition,  once  a 
"Week  j  Hart's  English  Gramima/r,  reviewed,  once  a  week ; 
Goldsmith's  History  of  Greece,  3  times  a  week ;  John- 
stone's Chemistry,  5  times  a  week ;  Becker's  Book-ke^pvng^ 

4  times  a  week. 

The  studies  of  the  8th  division  are— The  Latin  Ele- 
ment of  the  English  Language,  5  lessons  a  week ;  AIsop's 
Algebra,  twice   a  week;    Davies'   Legendre's  Geometry, d 
twice  a  week;    Elements  of  Special  Physics,  i  lecture    ' 
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and  4  recitations  a  week ;  M^Miirtie's  Scientijtc  Lexicon  ; 
Pkono^t^aphy,  lecture  and  recitation,  5  times  a  week ; 
Bcx)th- s  Tnslructory  Andrews  and  Boyle^s  Reader  ;  French, 
5  times  a  week,  Leyizac  and  Finn  eye  Grmmmir  and 
Exercises :  De]oiitt4?*s  Ji^&ojis  Fables  ;  Latin^  M'Clintock 
and  Crook's  First  LesaotiSj  5  times  a  week  ;  Composition, 
onoe  a  week ;  History  of  England,  twice  a  week  ;  Aritk- 
metic,  Yodges'  Mettsnration,  3  timea  a  week ;  Coates^s 
Natural  Fhilosoph^,  5  times  a  week  ;  Beoker^a  Booh- 
keepinffj  5  times  a  week. 

IfOUMAL    SCHOOL,    TOEONTO.    (p.  93j  ^.) 

The  following  are  the  chief  suhjecta  upon  which  the 
pupila  are  examined  :  —  Bpelli ng,  Reading,  Grammar, 
CompositioUj  Geogi-aphy — Mathematical,  Physical,  and 
Foliticalj  —  Arithmetic,  Algebi*a,  Geometiyj  Mensura- 
tion and  Mechanics,  Book-keeping,  History,  Natural 
History,  Htdlah's  Yoeal  Music,  Natin^al  Philosophy, 
Agricultiiral  Chemistry,  Science  of  Education,  Art  of 
Teaching,  School  Organization,  ifec. 

I  subjoin  three  of  their  Agricultural  Prisse  Papers,  to 
show  what  practical  information  they  obtain  on  that 
useful  subject. 

Exmmnation  Fapera  firr  His  Excellency  the   Oovemor- 
Generars  Prisses  in  tlte  Scietice  of  Agriculture. 

FOtOT  EXAMINATION  PAPER. 

1.  Into  what  two  depai'tmeuts  is  the  science  of  che- 
mistry divided,  and  of  what  do  they  respectively  treat  I 

2,  What  m  the  diflerence  between  a  mechanical  and  a 
chemical  compound  1     Give  examples. 

P  F  2 
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3.  State  and  illustrate  the  laws  of  chemical  coin- 
binatioii. 

4.  Explain  and  exemplify  the  nomenclature  of  die- 
mistry. 

5.  What  are  oxides  1  acids?  salts?  alkalies  1  eartb) 
Give  examples,  with  their  respective  symbols  and  equi- 
valents. 

6.  State  the  objects  and  advantages  of  agricultuial 
chemistry. 

7.  Describe  the  most  important  parts  of  a  plants  and 
explain  their  several  functions. 

8.  Name  the  several  elements  of  which  vegetables  are 
composed,  organic  and  inorganic ;  and  mention  some  of 
the  properties  of  eacL 

9.  State  the  composition  of  air;  of  water;  and  the 
chief  properties  of  eacL 

10.  Whence  and  how  do  plants  obtain  their  organic 
food  ?  also  their  inorganic  1 

11.  Explain  the  origin,  the  diversities,  and  the  classi- 
flcation  of  soils;  and  also  the  accumulation  of  oiganic 
matter  in  them. 

12.  State  generally  the  conditions  of  a  fertile  soil ;  also 
the  causes  of  infertility,  both  physical  and  mechanicaL 

13.  Name  the  various  mechanical  methods  of  improving 
the  soil ;  and  state  the  advantages  of  eacL 

14.  What  are  the  effects  of  cropping  upon  the  soil? 
What  is  meant  by  '  Rotation  of  Crops,'  and  what  are  its 
advantages  ] 

15.  Why  are  manures  required  by  the  soil?  Classify 
them ;  give  examples  of  each ;  and  state  the  effects  which 
each  produces. 
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16.  How  can  heavy  clay  soils  be  improved  1  how  light 
sandy  soils  ?  and  what  manures  are  best  adapted  to  old 
pasture  lands  ]  

SECOND  EXAMINATION  PAPER. 

1.  State  and  explain  the  laws  of  chemical  combination. 

2.  State  the  objects  and  advantages  of  agricultural 
chemistry ;  and  reply  to  the  objection  implied  in  calling 
it  hook-fomning, 

3.  Give  the  name  and  symbols  of  the  several  elements 
of  which  a  plant  consists ;  and  mention  some  of  the  pro- 
perties of  each. 

4.  What  substances  constitute  the  organic  food  of 
plants ;  and  whence  are  they  derived  ] 

5.  Enumerate  the  most  important  properties  of  air  and 
water  j  and  explain  the  formation  of  dew. 

6.  Trace  the  history  of  an  annual  plant  from  its  ger- 
mination to  maturity;  describe  its  most  important  parts; 
and  explain  their  several  fimctions. 

7.  State  the  names,  and  the  composition,  of  some  of 
the  most  important  proximate  principles  foimd  in  culti- 
vated plants. 

8.  Explain  the  process  of  decay  in  a  dead  plant ;  and 
state  its  results. 

9.  Explain  the  origin — ^the  composition — ^the  diver- 
sities— and*  the  classification  of  soils ;  and  state  the  con- 
ditions of  a  fertile  soil — and  the  causes  of  infertility. 

10.  State  the  advantages  of  draining;  subsoil  plough- 
ing ;  and  fallowing. 

1 1.  State  the  advantage  of  a  judicious  rotation  of  crops, 
with  reasons ;  give  an  example  of  such  a  rotation. 
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1 2.  What  means  should  be  adopted  to  renovate  lands 
exhausted  by  long-continued  cropping  ? 

13.  Why  are  manures  necessary  1— classify  them;  and 
state  some  of  the  advantages  of  eacL 

14.  How  does  gypsum  benefit  grass  lands?  Why  is 
guano  so  valuable  as  a  manure  ?  and  what  is  the  advan- 
tage of  ploughing-in  green  crops  ? 

15.  What  is  the  source  of  animal  heat?  Why  is  it 
uniform  at  all  seasons,  and  throughout  the  whole  body] 

16.  Trace  the  course  of  the  food  in  the  animal  system; 
and  describe  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 


THIBD  SXAMINATION  FAPKB. 

1.  State  the  relation  of  geology  and  chemistiy  to  the 
science  of  agriculture. 

2.  Into  how  many  departments  is  the  science  of  che- 
mistry divided  ?  and  of  what  do  they  respectively  treat? 

3.  What  are  the  objects  and  advantages  of  agricultural 
chemistry  ? 

4.  State  and  illustrate  the  laws  of  chemical  com- 
bination ;  and  explain  what  is  meant  by  '  equivalents.' 

5.  What  is  an  acid  ?  an  alkali?  a  salt  ?  Give  an  ex- 
ample of  each,  with  their  symbols  and  equivalents. 

6.  Describe  the  several  parts  of  a  plant ;  and  explain 
their  functions.  ^ 

7.  Mention  the  elements  which  enter  into  the  com- 
position of  a  plant ;  and  state  whence  and  in  what  con- 
dition they  are  obtained  by  the  plant. 

8.  State  the  distinction  between  ultimate  and  proxi- 
mate principles.     Give  the  names  and  composition  of  the 


most  importnut  proximate  principles  found  m  cultiTated 
plants ;  and  mention  sucli  as  are  common  to  botk  plaats 
and  animals. 

9.  Explain,  by  symbols^  the  tranaformation  wliicli  takes 
place  wlien  E^ugar  is  converted  into  alcohol  and  vinegar. 

10.  Explain  tlie  proce^a  of  decay  in  a  dead  plant,  and 
state  ita  results. 

11.  Explain  tbe  origin  and  divei*sity  of  soils.  Give 
their  oompoaition  and  cb^isaiticatiorL  Also,  an  ai>proxi- 
mate  analysis  of  a  fertile  soil 

13.  What  are  some  of  the  causes  of  infertility  in  soils, 
and  how  may  they  be  removed  ? 

13.  State  the  pnnciplea  upon  whieh  the  'rotation  of 
crops*  is  based ;  and  give  a  judicious  rotation,  with  reason, 

14.  Why  are  nianures  necessary]     Classify  them,  and 
,  mention  some  of  each  class. 

15.  State  the  oompoaition  of  pkster ;  of  common  salt ; 
df  lime ;  and  explain  their  effects  as  manures. 

16.  What  purposes  do  the  azotiised  and  nonazotized 
substances  severally  serve  in  the  animal  economy  ? 

17.  Trace  the  course  of  the  food  from  the  mouth  till  it 
ningles  with  tlie  blood. 

18.  Describe  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  Give  its 
composition ;  and  state  the  changes  which  it  undergoes. 

19.  Give  the  composition  of  milk.  Explain  the  pro- 
cess of  making  butter  and  cheese  ;  and  state  some  of  the 
causes  which  alieet  the  quality  of  both. 

20.  What  inorganic  substance  enters  largely  into  the 
composition  of  milk  1  What  purpose  does  it  serve  in  the 
animal  economy  1  And  with  what  would  you  mtyiiu-e 
the  pasture  in  order  to  increase  its  quantity  in  the  milk  I 
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21.  What  is  fermentation  1  Explain  the  chemical 
changes  which  take  place  in  making  bread. 

23.  Give  the  composition  of  fats  and  oils  ;  and  explain 
the  changes  which  take  place  in  the  manufacture  of  scn^. 
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The  information  given  below  will  afford  the  reader  an 
opportunity  of  judging  how  for  this  institution  merits 
the  eulogium  passed  upon  it  in  the  text : — 

Goiurae  of  Studie8. 

First  Tear, — (First  Term.) — Algebra,  Elements  of 
Moral  Philosophy,  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Drawing,  Elements  of  Natural  H!istory,  Latin^  French, 
Oratory,  and  English  Composition. — (Second  Term.) — 
Geometry,  Physiology,  Anatomy  and  Hygiene,  First 
Principles  of  Chemistry,  Drawing,  Rhetoric,  Principles  of 
the  English  Language,  Latin,  French,  Oratory,  and  Com- 
position. 

Second  Tear, — (First  Tenn.) — Application  of  Algebra 
and  Geometry,  Surveying,  Navigation,  Latin,  Greek, 
French,  Analytical  Plane  and  Spherical  Trigonometry, 
History,  Drawing,  English  Etymology  and  Philology, 
Oratory,  and  English  Composition. — (Second  Term.) — 
Mensuration  of  Planes  and  Solids,  Latin,  Greek,  Spanish, 
Moral  Philosophy,  History,  Roman  Antiquities,  Descrip- 
tive Geometry,  Analytical  Geometry,  Shades,  Shadows 
and  Perspective  Drawing,  Oratory,  English  Composition, 
Latin  Composition. 

Third  Year, — (First  Term.) — Differential  and  Litegral 
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Calculus,  Philosophy  of  Rhetoric,  Greek  and  Eoman 
Antiquities,  Latin,  Greek,  Spanish,  Intt'llectual  Philo- 
sophy, EngliBk  Synonym es.  Oratory,  Engliaii  Composition, 
Latin  Composition.  ^  (Second  Term.)  —  Natural  Philo- 
sophy, Latin,  Greek,  German,  Ancient  and  Mediieval 
Geography,  Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities,  Natural 
History,  History  and  Sourcea  of  the  English  Language, 
Oratoiy,  English  Composition,  Greek  Composition. 

Fourth  Year. — (First  Term.) — Natural  Philosophy, 
Logic,  Latin,  Greek,  Ancient  Literature,  Modem  Lit  era- 
tiu:"e,  English  Literature,  German,  Oratory,  English  Com- 
position.— -(Second  Term.) — Astronomy,  English  Prose 
Writers  and  Poets,  Critical  Readings,  Forensic  Discus* 
siona,  History  of  Philosophy,  Machinery  and  Inventions. 

Fi/th  Year. — (First  Term.)^ — Civil  Engineering,  Che- 
niiatry  and  Physics,  Natural  and  Revealed  Religion. — 
(Second  Term.) — Chemiatiy  and  its  Applications,  Law  of 
NationSj  Constitutional  Law,  Commercial  Law,  PoHtical 

r;onomy  and  Statistics. 
T 


Lut  of  FrqfeasorshipB, 


President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  Moral, 
Intellectual,  and  Political  PhOosophy;  Professor  of  the 
J  At  in  and  Greek  Languages,  and  Literature^  Professor 
of  Chemistry  and  Pliysics  ;  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Secretary  to  the  Faculty  ;  Professor  of  Natural  Philo- 
sophy ;  Professor  of  Civil  Engineering;  Professor  of 
History  and  Belles  Lettres,  and  Litei'ature  ;  Professor  of 
the  English  Language  and  Literature,  Professor  of 
Drawing  and  the  Arts  of  Design,  Profe^or  of  the  French 
Language  and  Litemture,  Profesaor  of  the  Spanish  Lan- 
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guage  and  Literature,  Professor  of  the  G«nnaji  Language 
and  Literature,  Professor  of  Natural  History,  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  Hygiene.  There  are  also  eight  Tutora 
or  more  if  required. 

As  an  example  of  the  extent  of  the  subjects  embraced 
by  individual  students,  I  subjoin  those  of  the  two  first  in 
the  published  reports  of  the  establishment : — 

I.  Mr,  A.,  aged  Nineteen, 

Sttidies  pursued  Jram  Jcmiiary  ist  to  Jvly  27^^^1852. 
—  Davies*  AncUytical  Geometry  —  8  books;  —  Davies' 
Differential  Calculus  —  above  reviewed  ;  —  Grahames 
English  Synonymes—entm  and  reviewed; — ^Keid's  Ely- 
mological  Dictionary,  Oratory,  English  Composition; 
Horace's  Satires — B.  i,  Sat,  i,  5,  10  ; — B.  i  2,  Sat.  4,  8 ; 
— EpisL  B.  I,  Ep.  I,  and  De  Art,  Poet. ;  Xenophon's 
Cyropcedia  —  B.  7,  Cap.  5,  B.  8,  Cap.  1;  —  Homer's 
Iliad,  B.  I  to  verse  375  ;  Anthon*s  Latin  Prose  Compo- 
sition— complete ; — Anthon's  Versification — Structure  of 
Sense  Yerses — Translation  of  English  Lyriacs  into  Latin 
Elegiacs;  —  Chemistry;  Bird's  Elemerks  of  Natural 
Philosophy;  Physics  as  applied  to  Chemistry ;  Light  as 
fer  as  polarization. — Above,  all  reviewed. — Six  months. 

Studies  pwrsuedfrom,  September  gth,  1852,  to  January 
ist,  1853. — Bartlett's  Mechamics — 369  pages; — Mahon's 
Civil  Engineering  ; — Bailroad  Curvatures; — Construction 
of  Plans,  Maps,  &c. ;  Topographical  Drawing ;  Use  of 
Instruments ;  Field  Exercises,  <kc. ;  Whately's  Logic — 
entire — except  the  Appendix;  Composition;  Grerman, 
Woodbury's  German  Grammar  ;  Schiller's  Maria  Stwari 
— to  end  of  Act  3  ; — Glaubensklees',  Germ^jm  Elocercises  ; 
Chemistry  •,  Y\i^B»\<i^  m  t\ie«  ^.^^lic&tion  to  Chemistry ; 
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Heat;   Light — complete  ; — Magnetism,  Electricity,  &c. 
Four  months. 

a.  Mr.  B.f  aged  Nineteen, 

Stvdiea  pursiied  from  Janua/ry  ist  to  July  27, 
1852. — Same  as  No.  i  in  Mathematics;  Belles  Lettres, 
English  Literature,  and  Chemistry ;  Spanish,  viz., 
Ollendorff's  Spanish  Gromimar  —  half  through  ;  — 
Ochoa*s  Gum  de  la  Conversacion — nearly  complete  ; — 
Ascargorta*s  Hiatoria  de  Eapana;  Iriarte;  Fabulous; 
Moratin*s  £1  si  de  la  Nvhas ;  Spanish  Compositions, 
Conversations.     Six  months. 

Studies  pursued  from  September  gth,  1852,  to  Jam/aary 
\st,  1853. — Same  as  No.  i. 

The  Examination  Papers  here  added  will  convey  some 
idea  of  the  proficiency  expected  from  all  the  first  class  : — 

El^QLISH   LANaUAQB  AND  LITEBATUBE. 

Class  A. 

1.  What  are  the  chief  component  elements  of  the 
English  Language,  and  whence  have  they  been  derived  % 

2.  Describe  the  progress  of  the  Language,  and  show 
under  what  influence  it  attained  a  character  sufficiently 
consistent  to  entitle  it  to  the  name  of  the  English  ? 

3.  When  did  English  literature  arise,  and  what  are  its 
earliest  germs  ? 

4.  According  to  the  nature  of  the  subject,  what  are  the 
different  subdivisions  of  Literature  % 

5.  What  particular  circumstances  of  the  times  fostered 
the  growth  of  each  respective  sub-division  in  English 
Literature  % 

6.  What  authors  contributed  most  to  the  culture  and 
establishment  of  each  several  department  ? 
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7.  Describe  the  character  and  merits  of  Chancei^8 
works,  and  their  worth  as  an  integral  part  of  English 
Literature  ? 

8.  Enumerate,  chronologically,  the  chief  writers  of 
Prose  and  Fiction  from  De  Foe  to  Goldsmith,  inclusively  t 

Name  their  most  important  works  1 
State  the  nature  and  purpose  of  these  1 
And  briefly  criticise  their  distinguishing  merits  and 
defects  1 

9.  Show  the  features  of  resemblance  in  the  early  Greek 
and  English  drama  ? 

10.  Describe  the  flrst  form  of  the  English  drama? 

11.  Describe  the  second  form,  and  show  the  nature 
and  causes  of  the  transition  from  the  former. 

12.  Describe  the  third  form,  as  exhibited  in  Marlow's, 
Shakspeare^s,  and  Johnson^s  plays,  and  state  the  causes  of 
this  development  ? 

13.  What  special  causes  actively  effected  literary  de- 
velopment in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ? 

14.  Give  the  life  and  character  of  Shakspeare  1 
Name  his  chief  productions? 

State  his  distinguishing  excellencies  ? 

15.  Give  the  life  and  character  of  Milton  ? 
Describe  his  works  ? 

State  his  peculiar  merits  and  defects  ? 

16.  What  influence  did  the  Restoration  of  Charles  II. 
exert  upon  the  social  character  of  the  English,  and  conse- 
quently upon  their  literature  ? 

17.  Describe  the  condition  of  English  Literature  im- 
mediately before  the  time  of  Dryden,  and  ex2)lain  the 
active  causes  of  that  condition  ? 
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18.  Describe  the  character  and  writings  of  Dry  den  ? 

19.  Describe  the  character  and  writings  of  Pope  ? 

20.  Describe  generally  the  character  of  the  Historical 
Literature  of  England ;  name  its  most  eminent  writers, 
and  criticise  their  works  ? 

21.  Explain  the  influence  which  the  Grecian,  Latin, 
French  and  Italian  Literature  has  exerted  upon  the 
English,  and  name  the  writers  who  have  been  most 
affected  by  each,  respectively  1 

AKALOQT  OF    NATURAL  AND  BEVEALED  BEUQIOK. 

Class  A. 

1.  The  Analogy  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Beligion 
with  reference  to  a  future  life. 

2.  Of  the  Government  of  God  by  Rewards  and  Punish- 
ments, and  particularly  of  the  latter. 

3.  Of  the  Moral  Government  of  Grod. 

4.  Are  we  in  a  state  of  trial  ? 

5.  Of  a  state  of  Probation  as  intended  for  Moral  Dis- 
cipline and  Improvement. 

6.  Of  the  Opinion  of  Necessity,  considered  as  in- 
fluencing Practice. 

7.  Of  the  Government  of  God,  considered  as  a  scheme 
or  Constitution. 

8.  Why  imperfectly  comprehended  ? 

9.  The  supposed  presumption  against  a  Revelation, 
considered  as  Miraculous. 

10.  Our  Incapacity  of  judging  what  were  to  be  ex- 
pected in  a  Revelation. 

1 1.  The  credibility  from  analogy,  that  it  (Revelation) 
must  contain  many  things  liable  to  objections. 
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1 2.  Why  should  revelation  be  made  f 

13.  The  want  of  Universality  in  a  Revelation. 

14.  Are  there  any  deficiencies  in  proof  of  it  ? 

15.  The  objections  which  may  be  made  against  arguiiig 
from  the  Analogy  of  Nature  to  Religion. 

ASTBOl^OMT. 

Class  A. 

1.  What  is  Astronomy  1   Name  and  define  its  divisioni 

2.  Explain  how  it  may  be  known  from  observation 
that  the  sun  has  a  progressive  motion  from  west  to  east, 
and  completes  an  entire  revolution  in  the  heavens  in  a 
year. 

3.  Explain  how  the  latitude  of  a  place  may  be  found 
from  observations  upon  the  pole  star. 

4.  Explain  the  method  of  finding  the  time  and  position 
of  the  vernal  or  autumnal  equinox. 

5.  What  data  are  necessary  in  order  to  find  the  real 
diameter  of  a  heavenly  body,  and  what  is  the  process  of 
the  calculation  1 

6.  Explain  the  process  of  calculating  an  eclipse  of  the 
moon,  and  deduce  the  formulae  for  the  times  of  the 
different  phases  of  the  eclipse. 

7.  Describe  the  planet  Jupiter,  and  explain  the  theory 
of  the  causes  of  its  belts. 

8.  What  are  double  stars  ? 

9.  What  discovery  was  made  by  Sir  William  Herschel 
with  reference  to  the  class  of  double  stars  called  Binary 
Stars? 

10.  How  may  the  relative  masses  and  densities  of  the 
sun  and  planets  be  computed  1 

1 1.  Explain  the  theory  of  the  tides,  and  the  method  of 
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finding  the  relative  influence  of.  the  sun  and  moon  in 
raising  the  waters. 

1 2.  Explain  why  Venus  appears  sometimes  as  an  even- 
ing star  and  sometimes  as  a  morning  star. 

13.  Explain  the  methods  of  finding  the  longitude  of 
any  place,  and  state  the  principle  upon  which  the  methods 
are  hased. 

14.  What  are  variable  stars  ?    Give  an  example. 

15.  What  data  are  necessary  for  finding  the  distance  of 
a  heavenly  body  ?   Deduce  the  formula  for  the  calculation. 

16.  What  is  meant  by  the  proper  motions  of  the  stars, 
and  how  can  part  of  these  motions  be  accoimted  for, 
by  supposing  a  motion  of  the  sun  and  planets  through 
space? 

17.  What  are  the  elements  of  the  orbit  of  a  planet,  and 
by  which  are  the  dimensions  of  the  orbit,  its  position  in 
space,  and  the  position  of  the  planet  determined  ? 

18.  What  are  the  three  kinds  of  time  employed  by 
astronomers  ?    State  on  what  each  kind  is  based. 

CHEMISTRT  AND  FHTSICS. 

Class  A. 

The  answer  to  each  question  must  be  dear  and  full,  and  must  be 
carefully  worded  and  legibly  written. 

1.  Explain  the  theory  of  organic  compound  radicals 
and  give  instances  of  its  application  to  the  ether  series. 

2.  When  are  bodies  said  to  be  homologous!  Give 
instances  of  homologous  series  of  acids  and  bases. 

3.  Explain  the  term  isomerism,  and  illustrate  by 
examples. 

4.  Explain  the  theory  of  substitution,  and  give 
examples. 


448  APPENDIX. 

5.  Wliat  is  ammonium,  and  what  evidence  have  we  of 
its  real  existence. 

6.  How  do  we  determine  the  equivalent  of  an  organic 
acid )  of  an  organic  base  1 

7.  Give  an  explanation  of  the  cause  of  animal  heat 

8.  Give  an  account  of  the  nutrition  of  plants  from 
a  chemical  point  of  view. 

9.  Give  an  account  of  the  nutrition  of  animals  from  a 
chemical  point  of  view. 

10.  Give  the  process  for  the  manufacture  of  beer,  with 
the  chemical  principles  involved. 

1 1.  What  is  the  proper  mode  of  cooking  meat,  so  as  to 
preserve  most  perfectly  its  nutritive  properties,  and  how 
is  the  most  nutritious  soup  prepared  ? 

12.  What  is  the  constitution  of  the  oils  and  fatst 
Explain  the  process  of  saponification. 

13.  What  is  meant  by  the  term  faUow  in  agriculture) 
Explain  the  advantages  of  the  practice. 

1 4.  State  the  cause  of  the  progressive  diminution  of  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  in  civilized  countries,  and  the  remedy. 

15.  Explain  the  action  of  saline  purgative  medicines. 

16.  Give  the  products  of  the  fermentation  of  sugar 
with  different  ferments. 

17.  Explain  the  effect  of  the  mechanical  operations  of 
agriculture. 

18.  In  what  manner  may  starch  and  lignin  be  con- 
verted into  sugar  ? 

19.  How  is  chloroform  prepared?  what  is  its  constitu- 
tion, and  what  are  its  properties  ? 

20.  Give  the  theory  of  the  use  of  mordants  in  dyeing. 
The  student  will  number  his  answers  to  correspond 

with  the  question. 
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CIVIL    ENOIXEEBING. 

Class  A. 

1.  Give  a  classification  of  building  materials,  stone,  the 
silicious,  argillaceous  and  calcareous,  brick,  wood,  and 
metals. 

2.  If  the  angle  of  deflection  is  1°  30'  for  a  chain  of 
100  feet,  what  is  the  radius  of  curvature  ? 

3.  What  are  the  general  principles  of  framing — frames 
of  timber,  frames  of  iron,  strength  of  frames  ] 

4.  Show  the  method  of  locating  a  railroad  curve  by 
means  of  ofi&ets  from  the  tangent  towards  the  centre  of 
curvature. 

5.  Give  a  description  of  the  different  kinds  of  masonry 
— cut  stone  masonry,  rubble  stone,  and  brick  masonry. 

6.  Prove  that  the  equation  E,  =  A.  tang.  ^  T  Cot.  ^  C. 
gives  the  position  of  a  railroad  curve,  which  passes  a 
given  distance  from  the  intersection  of  two  tangent  lines. 

7.  Describe  the  various  kinds  of  Bridges — stone, 
wooden,  cast-iron,  suspension  and  aqueduct  bridges. 

8.  Investigate  formulse  for  locating  a  railroad  curve, 
which  shall  pass  through  a  given  point,  and  be  tangent 
to  a  given  line,  the  co-ordinates  of  the  given  point, 
referred  to  the  tangent  point,  being  given. 

9.  Give  a  description  of  the  survey  and  location  of 
common  roads,  drainage,  excavation,  embankment,  and 
pavements. 

10.  Show  the  method  of  connecting  two  parallel 
sections  of  a  railroad  by  arcs  of  double  curvature,  having 
equal  radii,  the  distance  and  bearing  of  the  points  con- 
nected being  given.         ... 

11.  G  G 
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11.  Describe  the  natural  features  of  Rivers — driver 
improvements  and  slack  water  navigation. 

12.  Two  curves  of  unequal  radii  being  tangent  to  a 
line  at  the  same  point,  find  the  angle  between  the  n"*. 
chain  on  the  one,  and  the  m*^.  chain  on  the  otlier ;  also 
the  distance  between  them. 

13.  What  can  be  said  of  Railways — of  wood  and  iron, 
curves,  gradients,  and  tunnels  ? 

1 4.  Investigate  a  formula  for  uniting  two  tangents  not 
parallel,  by  an  arc  of  double  curvature. 

ig.  A  train  of  cars  while  in  motion,  ran  off  a  bridge, 
and  fell  15  feet,  in  a  horizontal  distance  of  60  feet ;  what 
was  the  velocity  of  the  train  per  hour  1 


WEST   POINT  MILITAKY  ACADEMY,    (p.    122.) 

The  course  of  studies  which  are  pursued  in  this  insti- 
tution will  be  found  in  the  text,  page  125.  The  follow- 
ing tables  are  subjoined,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the 
system  followed  for  ascertaining  the  Demerit,  Merit,  and 
Qualifications  of  the  studenta 

DEMEBIT. 

Degree  of  Criminality  of  QffeneeSj  arranged  in  Clasges. 

1.  Mutinous  conduct 10 

2.  Disobedience  of  orders  of  military  superior     .  8 

3.  Visiting  in  study  hours 5 

4.  Absence  from  drill 4 

5.  Idleness  in  academy 3 

6.  Inattention  under  arms      .......  3 

7.  Late  at  roll  call i 
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Form  of  Conduct  Roll  made  up  for  the  yearly  examination. 

The  column  marked  *  Class'  indicates  number  of  years  student 
has  been  in  the  academy. 


Name. 

Class. 

Demerit. 

H.  L.     .     . 
C.  P..     .     . 
W.  K.  M.   . 

I 

3 
2 

5 

10 

192 

A  particular  case  to  exemplify  the  manner  of  obtaining 
the  numbers  in  the  column  of  d&inerit : — 

Cadet  W.  K.  M.  was  charged  with  48  delinquencies,  to 
wit ;  of  the  second  class  of  offences,  2,  which  being  mul- 
tiplied by  8,  the  number  expressing  the  degree  of  crimi- 
nality of  an  offence  of  that  class,  is      ....     16 


Of  the  3d  class  3  multiplied  by  5 
4th  „  13  „  4 

5th  „  10  „  3 

6th  „  II  „  2 

6th  „     9  „  I 


15 
52 

30 
22 

9 


144 


The  Cadet  being  a  member  of  the  2d  class,  add  \     48* 


Total  demerit 


192 


The  following  list  of  Cadets  is  attached  to  the  Army 
Register  in  conformity  with  a  regulation  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  requiring 
the  names  of  the  most  distinguished  Cadets,  not  exceed- 


*  Tide  text,  page  125. 
G  G  2 
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ing  five  in  each  class,  to  be  reported  for  this  purpose  at 
each  annual  examination. 

Reported  at  the  Examination  in  Jwne,  1 8 — . 


No. 

Name.. 

Appointed 
trom 

Science  and  Art  in  which  each  Cadet 
particularly  excels. 

1 
2 

First  Class.; 
O.  L.  A. 

J.  St.  C.  M. 

Mass. 

Pa. 

Civil  and  Military  Engineering,  Ethics, 
Mineralogy  and  Gheology,  In&ntiT 
Tactics,  Artillery,  Natural  and  Expen- 
ment«l  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Draw- 
ing.  Mathematics,  French  and  English 
Studies. 

Civil  and  Mflitary  Engineering,  Ethics, 
Mineralo.  y  and  Geology,  Infanttj 
Tactics,  Artillery,  Naturiff  and  Experi- 
mental Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Ltsw- 
ing,  Mathematics,  and  French. 

*  General  Merit  Boll,"  sent  also  to  the  Wclt  Office. 
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D.    (p.  J52.) 
Extent  of  Telegraph  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

Miles.  MjlesofWire. 

Eleotbio  Telegraph  Company. 

«;o7o  (Underground 5,000 

*'''***       \  Above  ground 20,700 

Magnetic  Telegraph  Comfant. 

^  \  Under  ground 6, 180 

''^     '     "     '      I  Above  ground 41O76 

Submarine  Telegraph  Company. 

{  Under  ground 2, 740 

^      '     •     "      j  Above  ground — 

British  Telegraph  Company. 

iooo»  (Underground 2,755 

'         •     •     •      j  Above  ground .    ".     .     .     .     3,218 

Irish  Telegraph  Company. 

gg  (Underground 176 

*     '     •      ( Above  ground — 

Total    8,298  Total    44,845 

Of  tlie  foregoing,  534  miles  are  submarine,  employing 
1 100  miles  of  wire.  The  cost  of  putting  up  a  telegraph 
"was  originally  ^105  per  mile  for  two  wires.  Experience 
now  enables  it  to  be  done  for  £50,  and  that  in  a  far  more 
durable  and   efficient  manner  than  is  practised  in  the 


»  The  miles  of  distance  may  not  be  quite  exact,  but  the  miles  of 
-wire  may  be  depended  upon. 
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United  States.  The  cost  of  laying  down  a  submarine 
telegraph  is  stated  to  be  about  X230  per  mile  for  six 
wires,  and  £110  for  single  wires. 

One  feature  in  which  the  telegraphs  of  Great  Britain 
differ  materially  from  those  of  America  and  all  other 
countries,  is,  the  great  extent  of  underground  lines.  There 
are  nearly  17,000  miles  of  wire  placed  imderground  in 
England,  the  cost  of  which  is  six  times  greater  than  that 
of  overground  lines  ;  but  it  has  the  inestimable  advantage 
of  being  never  interrupted  by  changes  of  weather  or  by 
accidents,  while  the  cost  of  its  maintenance  is  extremely 
smalL  This  fact  must  be  borne  in  mind,  when  we  Come 
to  consider  the  relative  expense  of  the  transmission  of 
messages  in  England  and  the  States. 

In  the  foregoing  lines  we  have  shown,  that,  England 
possesses  miles  of  line,  8,298;  miles  of  wire,  44,845  ;  the 
United  States  possesses,  miles  of  line,  16,735;  miles  of 
wire,  23,281. 

We  thus  see,  that  the  telegraph  in  the  United  States 
extends  over  more  than  twice  as  much  ground  as  the 
British  lines;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  system  of 
telegraph  in  England  is  so  much  more  fiilly  developed, 
that  nearly  double  the  quantity  of  wire  is  in  actual  use. 
On  the  English  lines,  which  are  in  the  hands  of  three 
companies  only,  fix)m  25,000  to  30,000  miles  are  worked 
on  Cook  and  Wheatstone's  system ;  10,000  on  the 
magnetic  system — ^without  batteries  ; — 3,000  on  Bain's 
chemical  principle — ^which  is  rapidly  extending  ; — and 
the  remainder  on  Morse's  plan. 

The  price  of  the  transmission  of  messages  is  less  in 
America  than  in  England,  especially  if  we  regard  the 
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distance  of  transmission.  In  America  a  message  is 
limited  to  ten  words  ;  in  England  to  twenty  words  ;  and 
the  message  is  delivered  free  within  a  certain  distance 
from  the  station. 

In  both  countries  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
sender  and  receiver  are  sent  free  of  charge.  The  average 
cost  of  transmission  from  London  to  every  station  in 
Great  Britain  is  ^  of  a  penny  per  word  per  100  miles. 
The  average  cost  from  Washington  to  all  the  principal 
towns  in  America  is  about  -j^  of  a  penny,  per  word,  per 
100  miles.  The  ordinary  scale  of  charges  for  twenty 
words  in  England  is  i*.  for  fifty  miles  and  under  ;  2*.  6(1, 
between  fifty  miles  and  100  miles  ;  all  distances  beyond 
that,  5«.,  with  a  few  exceptions,  where  there  is  great  com- 
petition. Having  received  the  foregoing  statement  from 
a  most  competent  authority,  its  accuracy  may  be  confi- 
dently relied  upon. 

In  conclusion,  T  would  observe  that  the  competition 
which  is  gradually  growing  up  in  this  country  must 
eventually  compel  a  reduction  of  the  present  charges ; 
but  even  before  that  desirable  opposition  arrives,  the 
companies  would,  in  my  humble  opinion,  exercise  a  wise 
and  profitable  discretion  by  modifying  their  present 
system  of  charges.  Originally  the  addresses  of  both 
parties  were  included  in  the  number  of  words  allowed ; 
that  absurdity  is  now  given  up,  but  one  scarcely  less  ridi- 
culous still  remains—  viz.,  twenty  words  being  the  shortest 
message  upon  which  their  charges  are  based.  A  merchant 
in  New  York  can  send  a  message  to  New  Orleans,  a  dis- 
tance of  2000  miles,  and  transact  important  business  in 
ten  words — say  *  Buy  me  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton — 
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ship  to  Liverpool;'  but  if  I  want  to  telegraph  from 
Windsor  to  London,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  *  Send  me 
my  portmanteau,'  I  must  pay  for  twenty  words.  Surely 
telegraph  companies  would  show  a  sound  discretion  by 
lowering  the  scale  to  ten  words,  and.chai^ng  two-thirds 
of  the  present  price  for  twenty.  Opposition  would  soon 
compel  such  a  manifestly  useful  change ;  but,  independent 
of  all  coercion,  I  believe  those  companies  that  strive  the 
most  to  meet  the  reasonable  demands  of  the  public 
will  always  show  the  best  balance-sheet  at  the  end  of  the 
year. — ^Thirteenpence  is  more  than  one  shilling. 


,^t^^^^^ 


E.  (p^3390 


A  short  Sketch  of  the  Progress  of  Fire-arms, 

rpHE  first  clear  notice  wMch  we  iiave  of  rifles  Ib  in  the 
^  year  1498,  nearly  120  years  after  the  invention  of  gun- 
powder was  known  to  Europe.  The  Chinese,  I  helieve, 
claim  the  invention  3,000  years  hefore  the  Creation. 
The  first  riile-maker  was  one  Zligler,  in  Germany,  and 
Eis  original  object  appears  to  have  been  merely  to  make 
the  balls  more  ragged,  so  aa  to  inflict  more  serioua 
wounds  ■  a  result  produced  hefore  that  time  by  biting 
and  hacking  the  balls.  This  appears  clearly  to  have 
been  the  intention,  inasmuch  as  the  cuts  were  made  per- 
fectly straight  in  the  first  instance.  The  accurate  dates 
of  the  introduction  of  the  various  twists  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain. 

I  can  find  no  mention  of  breech-loading  arms  before 
the  reign  of  Henry  Y III.,  since  which  time  they  have 
been  constantly  used  in  China  and  other  parts  of  the 
East.  In  1839,  they  were,  I  undei"stand,  extensively  used 
in  Korway.  A  hreech-loading  carbine,  lately  brought 
across  to  this  country  from  America^  as  the  invention 
of  Mr.  Sharpe,  welh  patented  by  a  Mr.  Melville,  of 
London,  as  far  back  as  1838.  I  undei-stand  Mr.  Sharpens 
carbine  was  tried  at  Woolwich  not  long  ago,  and 
found  to  clog,  owing  to  the  expansion  of  the  metal  fi^om 
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consecutive  firing.  Nor  has  any  breech-loading  weapon 
hitherto  introduced  been  able  to  make  its  way  into 
extensive  practical  use,  although  the  Americans  have 
constantly  used  them  in  their  navy  for  some  years  past. 
To  return  to  ancient  times. — ^There  is  a  matchlock  in  the 
Tower  of  London  with  one  barrel  and  a  revolving  breech 
cylinder  which  was  made  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and 
there  is  a  pistol  on  a  similar  plan  and  dating  from  Henry 
VIII.,  which  may  be  seen  in  the  Rotunda  at  Woolwich. 
The  cylinders  of  both  of  these  weapons  were  worked  by 
hand. 

The  old  matchlock  invented  in  147 1,  gave  way  to  a 
substitute  scarcely  less  clumsy,  and  known  by  the  initiated 
as  the  wheel-lock,  the  ignition  taking  place  by  tlie 
motion  of  the  steel  wheel  against  a  fixed  flint  placed  in 
the  midst  of  the  priming.  This  crude  idea  originated  in 
1530,  and  reigned  undisputed  until  the  invention  of  the 
common  old  flint  and  steel,  about  the  year  1692,  when 
this  latter  became  lord  paramount,  which  it  still  remains 
with  some  infatuated  old  gentlemen,  in  spite  of  the 
beautiful  discovery  of  the  application  of  fulminating 
powder,  as  a  means  of  producing  the  discharge.   , 

Mr.  Forsyth  patented  this  invention  in  1807,  but, 
whether  from  prejudice  or  want  of  perfection  in  its  appli- 
cation, no  general  use  was  made  of  the  copper  cap  imtil 
it  was  introduced  among  sportsmen  by  Mr.  Egg,  in  1818, 
and  subsequently  Mr.  J.  Manton  patented  his  percussion 
tubes  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  use  of  the  copper  cap 
in  the  army  dates  1842,  or  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
after  its  manifest  advantages  had  been  apparent  to  the 
rest  of  the  community. 

Previous   to    this   invention    it    was     impossible    to 


make  revolving  weapons  practically  available  for  geiiemi 


The  public  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Jones  for  the  ingenious 
mechanism  hy  which  continuous  pressure  on  the  trigger 
causes  both  the  revolution  of  the  barrels  and  ihe  discharge 
of  the  piece  ;  thiy  patent  goes  back  to  1 829-1 830.  Colonel 
Colt  first  endeavoured  to  make  a  number  of  barrels  re- 
Tolve  by  raising  the  hainmer,  but  the  weight  of  the 
barrels  suggested  a  return  to  the  old  rotatory  cylinder, 
for  which  he  took  out  a  patent  in  1835  ^  and  in  1836  he 
took  out  another  pat-ent  for  obtaining  the  rotatory  motion 
by  drawing  back  the  trigger,  and  he  subsequently  intro- 
duced the  addition  of  a  lever  rainrod  Mxed  on  to  the  barrel. 
OoL  Cult  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  hammer-revolv- 
ing cylinder  was  the  more  useful  article,  inasmuch  as  it 
enabled  tlie  person  usiug  it  to  take  a  more  steady  aim 
lihaii  with  the  other,  which^  revolving  and  firing  by  the 
action  of  the  trigger,  the  moment  of  explosion  could  not 
bo  depended  upon.  To  Col.  Colt  belongs  the  honour  of 
so  combining  obsolete  and  modem  inventions,  and  super- 
adding such  improvements  of  his  own,  as  to  produce  the 
first  practical  and  really  serviceable  weapon. 

Since  thea  Messrs.  Bean  and  Adams,  in  1852,  revived 
the  old  invention  of  the  trigger-revolving  cylinder,  which 
has  the  advantage  of  only  requiring  one  baud  to  fire,  but 
which  is  immeasurably  inferior  where  accui'acy  of  aim  is 
wanted  Mr.  Tranter,  in  1853,  patented  a  new  inven- 
tion, wliich,  by  employing  a  double  trigger,  combines  the 
advantages  of  Colt  and  avoids  the  drawbacks  of  Dean  and 
Adams.  By  a  side  wind  he  has  also  adapted  that  in- 
valuable api)licatioa  of  Colt's — a  fixed  lever  i^amrod. 
other    patents    are   springing  up    daily,  too   nu- 
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merous  to  mention,  and  too  similar  to  admit  of  easy 
definition. 

To  return  to  rifles. — It  is  well  known  that  the  ordi- 
nary rifle  in  use  until  late  years  was  the  seven-grooved, 
with  a  spherical  ball,  and  the  two-grooved,  with  a  zone 
bullet :  the  latter  an  invention  known  ua  the  Brunswick 
rifle,  and  imported  from  Berlin  about  1836.  It  was 
upon  this  weapon  Mr.  Lancaster  proceeded  to  make  some 
very  ingenious  experiments,  widening  the  grooves  gra- 
dually until  at  last  they  met,  and  an  elliptic  bore  rifle  was 
produced,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  in  July,  1 850 ; 
but  upon  investigation  it  would  be  proved  that  Mr.  Lan- 
caster*s  patent  was  invalid,  inasmuch  as  the  elliptical  bore 
rifle  is  of  so  ancient  a  date  that  it  is  mentioned  in  Sdop- 
petaria — a  work  printed  in  1 808 — as  even  then  obsolete ; 
the  details,  methods,  and  instruments  for  their  fabrica- 
tion are  fully  described  therein,  and  I  have  seen  a  rifle  of 
this  kind,  made  by  *  Dumazin,  k  Paris,'  which  is  at  least  a 
century  old  ;  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of 
Athole.  Mr.  Lancaster  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  bring- 
ing into  practical  use  what  others  had  thrown  on  one  side 
as  valueless. 

From  rifles  I  turn  to  balls,  in  which  the  chief  feature 
of  improvement  is  the  inti*oduction  of  the  conical 
shape.  The  question  of  a  conical  ball  with  a  saucer  base 
is  fully  discussed  in  Sdoppetaria,  but  no  practical  result 
seems  to  have  been  before  the  public  until  Monsieur 
Delvigne,  in  1828,  employed  a  solid  conical  ball, 
which,  resting  on  the  breech  clear  of  the  powder,  he  ex- 
panded by  several  blows  with  the  ramrod  sufficiently  to 
make  it  take  the  grooves.  Colonel  Thouvenin  introduced 
a  steel  spire  into  the  breech,  upon  which  the  ball  being 
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forced,  it  expanded  more  readily.  This  apire  is  called  the 
*  ti^.*  Colonel  Tamisier  cut  three  rings  into  the  cyliii- 
driciil  surface  of  the  bullet,  to  fj^icilitate  the  expansion 
and  improve  its  flight.  These  three  combinations  consti- 
tnte  the  Carabine  /I  Tifje  now  in  general  use  in  the 
French  army.  Captain  Minic — -in,  I  believe,  iB5o-=-dis- 
pensed  with  the  tige,  and  employed  a  conical  hollow  io 
the  hall;  into  which,  introducing  an  iron  cup^  the  explo- 
sion of  the  powder  produccLi  the  expansion  requisite.  As 
Captain  Minie  has  made  no  change  in  the  rifle^  except  re- 
moving a  tige  which  was  only  lately  introduced,  it  is 
certainly  an  extraoxxlinary  Irishism  to  call  his  conical 
ball  a  Millie  riHe  ;  it  was  partially  adopt^id  in  England 
as  early  as  1851.  Wliy  hia  invention  has  not  been  taken 
np  in  France,  I  cannot  say. 

Ikliraculona  to  remark,  the  British  Government  for  once 
appear  to  have  appreciated  a  nselnl  invention,  and  various 
experiments  with  the  Mini6  ball  were  earned  on  with  an 
energy  so  unusual  as  to  be  startling.  It  being  dis- 
covered that  the  iron  cup  had  vanoua  disadvantages,  he- 
aides  being  a  coin  pound  article,  a  tornado  of  iuveiitious 
ruslied  in  upon  the  Government  with  eveiy  variety  of 
modifi coition.  The  successful  corai)etitor  of  this  countless 
boat  was  Mr.  Pritehefct,  who  while  dispensing  with  the 
cup  entirely,  produced  the  most  satisfactory  results  with 
a  simple  conical  bullet  imperceptibly  saucered  out  in  the 
rbase,  and  which  is  now  the  genei^ally  adopted  bullet  in 
Her  Majesty's  service.  The  reader  will  recognise  in  Mr. 
Pritchett*s  bullet  a  small  modification  of  the  conical  ball 
alluded  to  in  Scloppektria  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 

Thi*ough  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  I  have  been  able  to  get 
«ome  information  as  to  the  vexed  question  of  the  Mini6  ballj 
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which  militates  against  some  of  the  claims  of  the  French 
captain,  if  invention  be  one.  The  character  of  the  friend 
through  whom  I  have  been  put  in  correspondence  with 
the  gentlemen  named  below,  I  feel  to  be  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  he  truthfulness  of  the  statements  which  I 
here  subjoin- 

Mr.  Stanton,  a  proprietor  of  collieries  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  conceived  the  idea  that  if  a  bullet  were  made  to 
receive  the  projectile  force  in  the  interior  of  the  bullet, 
but  beyond  the  centre  of  gravity,  it  would  continue  its 
flight  without  deviation.  Having  satisfied  himself  of  the 
truth  of  this  theory,  he  sent  the  mould  to  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  on  the  20th  of  January,  i797i  and  received  a 
reply  the  following  month,  stating  that  upon  trial  it  was 
found  to  be  less  accurate  in  its  flight  and  less  powerful  in 
its  penetration  than  the  round  bullet  then  in  use.  They  * 
also  informed  Mr.  Stanton  that  there  were  some  conical 
balls  in  the  Repository  which  had  been  deposited  there 
by  the  late  Lieutenant-General  Parker,  and  which,  having 
more  solidity,  were  superior  to  those  sent  by  Mr.  Stanton, 
thus  proving  that  the  idea  of  a  conical  expanding  ball  is 
of  very  ancient  date.  The  mould  sent  to  the  Ordnance 
by  Mr.  Stanton  was  taken  from  a  wooden  model,  of 
which  the  accompanying  is  an  exact 
diagram,  and  which  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Stanton,  solicitor,  at 
Newcastle,  the  son  of  the  originator. 
Evidence  is  aflbrded  that  Mr.  Boyd, 
a  banker,  and  Mr.  Stanton,  8en.| 
both  tried  the  ball  with  very « 
rent  success  to  that  obti 
Woolwich ;  but  this  nee^ 


astonbLment,  asevery  Bportaman  is  awM*e  of  the  won- 
derfiil  diiierence  in  the  accuracy  with  which  smooth- 
bored  fire-arms  cany  balls,  and  for  which  no  satis- 
factory reason  has  ever  been  advanced.  Mr.  Kell  was 
Biibsequently  present  when  his  fiiend  Mr,  Stanton,  jun. 
had  balls  made  on  his  father's  principle  for  a  pair  of 
Wogden's  pistols  thii-ty  years  ago  ;  the  result  is  reported 
as  satisfactory* 

In  1829  Mr,  Kell  conceived  the  idea  of  applying  the 
principle  to  rifles,  for  which  purpose  he  had  a  mould 
made  by  Mr,  Thomas  Bui  era  ig.  Mr.  Kell  altered  the 
original  hall  in  two  points ;  ho  made  the  sides  stronger, 
and  he  formed  the  fi'ont  of  the  hall  conoidieal  instead  of 
hemispherical.  I  have  the  ball  made  from  that  mould 
now  lying  before  me,  and  it  is  precisely  the  same  as  the 
Minie  hall  without  the  ii'on  cup,  which  we  have  shown  in 
the  preceding  pages  is  totally  unnecessary.  This  ball  has 
been  constantly  in  use  by  Mr.  Kell  and  othei-s  iintil  the 
present  day ;  it  is  tlie  first  application  of  a  conical  ex- 
panding ball  to  rifies  that  I  can  find  on  record,  and 
whatever  credit  is  due  to  the  person  who  transferred  the 
expanding  baU  from  a  smooth  bore  wherein  it  was  use- 
leas,  to  a  rifie  wherein  it  is  now  proved  to  be  invaluable, 
belongs^  as  fer  as  I  can  trace  the  ajvpHcation  back,  to 
Mr.  Kell,  a.d,  1829. 

In  1830,  Mr,  Kell  employed  Mr.  Greener,  then  a  gun- 
maker  at  Newcastle,  to  make  him  a  mould  for  a  double 
pea  rifle,  and  he  left  in  Mr,  Greener's  hands  one  of  the 
balls  made  for  the  Wogden  pistol,  and  one  of  those  matle 
by  Mr.  Bulcraig,  to  assist  him  in  so  doing.  It  appeal's 
that  Mr.  Greener  must  have  beea  satisfied  with  the 
success  attending  Mr.  KelFs  application  of  the  conical 
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ball  to  a  rifle,  for  some  years  after,  in  August,  1836,  lie 
applied  to  the  Ordnance  for  permission  to  have  a  trial  of 
the  conical  ball  made ;  this  was  granted,  and  the  experi- 
ment was  conducted  under  Major  Walcott  of  the  Boyal 
Artillery,  on  the  sands  near  Tynemouth  Castle,  the  firing 
party  consisting  of  a  company  of  the  60th  Bifles.  Mr. 
Greener  having  failed  to  bring  a  target,  to  test  the 
superior  penetrating  power  of  his  balls,  the  ordinary 
Artillery  target  was  used.  Mr.  Greener's  ball  had  a  * 
conical  plug  of  lead  in  the  hollow,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing the  expansion  when  driven  home  by  the  force  of 
the  powder.  After  firing  several  rounds  at  two  hundred 
yards,  only  one  ball  of  Mr.  Greener's,  which  had  struck 
the  target,  was  found  to  have  the  plug  driven  home,  the 
others  had  all  lost  their  plugs.  The  same  effect  was  pro- 
duced when  firing  into  a  sand  bank.  A  trial  was  then 
made  at  350  yards ;  the  spherical  balls  and  the  conical 
balls  both  went  home  to  the  target,  but  only  one  of  the 
latter  penetrated. 

The  objections  pointed  out  to  the  conical  ball  were : 
the  frequent  loss  of  the  plug,  by  which  its  weight  was 
diminished ;  the  inconvenience  of  having  a  ball  composed 
of  two  separate  parts ;  the  difficulty  of  loading  if  the 
plug  was  not  placed  accurately  in  the  centre ;  and  the 
danger  of  the  plug  losing  its  place  in  consequence  of 
being  put  iii  loosely,  especially  when  carried  about  for 
any  length  of  time  in  a  cartridge. — Mr.  Greener  loaded 
the  rifles  during  the  trial  with  the  ball  and  powder 
sepai*ate,  not  in  cartridge. — The  advantage  admitted  was, 
merely,  rapidity  of  loading  if  the  plug  was  fairly  placed ; 
no  superiority  of  range  appears  to  have  been  produced 
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over  the  rifies  used  by  the  6otli  E.egiment.  Mr.  Greener 
solicited  another  trial,  but  after  the  report  of  Major 
Walcott,  the  Select  Committee  eonaidering  the  ball  '  use- 
leaa  and  chimerical,*  no  further  trial  was  accorded.  Th© 
corneal  ball  queation  wag  thus  once  more  doomed  to 
oblivion. 

In  process  of  time  the  fabulous  ranges  of  the  '  Carabine 
d  Tlge  *  were  heard  of,  and  when  it  was  aaoertahied  that 
the  French  riflemen  potted  the  gunners  on  the  ramj>art8  of 
Home  with  such  rapidity  that  they  oould  not  stand  to  their 
guns  before  a  rifle  nearly  a  mile  distant,  the  cone  eliape 
once  more  turned  up^  and  Captain  Minie  came  forward 
as  the  charapion  of  the  old  expanding  ball.  The  tocain 
of  war  was  sounding  in  the  East ;  the  public  were  crying 
aloud  for  British  arms  to  be  put  upon  an  equality  with 
those  of  foreign  armies;  the  veteraua  who  had  earned 
their  laurels  under  poor  old  ^  Brown  Bess*  atuck  faithfully 
to  her  in  her  death-struggle,  and  dropped  a  tear  over  the 
triumph  of  new-faugled  notions. 

In  the  middle  of  last  century,  Lieutenant-General 
Parker*a  ball  was  thrown  aside ;  at  the  end  of  the 
century^  Mr.  Stanton's  shared  the  same  fate ;  Mr. 
Greener's  followed  in  iS^O  with  equal  ill  success; 
Captain  Minim's  had  a  short  reign,  and  was  in  turn 
Bupei'seded  by  the  more  solid  and  supenor  ball  now  in 
tifle,  and  for  which  the  country  in  indebteil  to  the  experi- 
mental perseverance  of  Mr.  Pritchett ;  and,  if  ever  things 
obtain  their  right  names^  the  weapon  of  the  Bntish  army 
will  be  called  the  Pritchett  ball  and  tiot  the  Miuie  rifle ; 
but  as  the  world  pei'sists  in  calling  the  Missouri  the 
Mississippi  J  I   suppose  the  British  public   will  behave 
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equally  shabbily  by  Mr.  Pritchett.  The  reader  will 
judge  for  himself  of  the  respective  credit  due  to  the 
various  persoDS  through  whose  iugeuuity  we  have  at 
length  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  present  efficient  ball,  the 
wounds  from  which  are  more  frightful  than  pen  can 
portray. 

There  is,  however,  one  lesson  which  we  should  learn 
from  the  great  opposition  there  has  been  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  conical  ball,  and  that  is,  the  advantage  of 
remodelling  the  department  to  which  such  inventions  are 
referred.  The  foregoing  remarks  appear  to  me  con- 
clusive evidence  that  the  testing  of  fire-arms  should  not 
be  left  to  age  and  experience  alone.  Prejudice  is  all  but 
inseparable  from  age — young  and  fresh  blood  is  a  powerful 
auxiliary.  What  I  would  suggest  is,  that  there  should 
be  a  special  examination  to  qualify  officers  of  the  engineers 
and  artillery  to  sit  in  judgment  on  so  important  a  subject 
as  arms  and  missiles ;  and  I  would  then  propose  that  two 
officers  of  the  former  coi*ps,  and  five  of  the  latter,  he 
selected  from  those  below  the  rank  of  field  officer,  to 
form  a  separate  and  junior  Board,  and  that  each  Board 
should  send  in  its  own  report  The  method  of  selection 
which  I  would  suggest  is  by  ballot  or  vote  of  those 
officers  of  the  same  rank  in  their  respective  corps ;  for  I 
feel  sure  that  those  who  live  most  together,  ai'e  the  best 
acquainted  with  one  another's  talents.  If  two  Boards 
are  objectionable,  form  one  Board,  of  which  one-half  shall 
be  of  the  junior  rank,  and  if  they  be  equally  divided  in 
opinion,  let  the  higher  authority  appoint  an  umpire  and 
order  a  second  trial 

Kemember  how  long  the  now  all-but-forgotten  '  Brown 
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Eesa'  kept  tlie  field  against  the  adversary  wliicli  has  since 
proved  her  iinniGasunible  supeiior ;  and  let  the  future 
prove  that  past  experience  has  not  been  entirely  tlirown 
away.  Trials  may  be  ti'oubiesome,  hut  offitei-s  are  paid 
for  taking  trouble  ;  and  the  ingenuity  of  inventors  will 
always  be  quickened  in  proportion  to  the  conviction  that 
their  inventions  will  rcoaive  a  full  and  unprejudiced 
trial  J  and  that,  if  their  first  shot  at  the  target  of  Success 
he  an  outside  ringer,  they  will  not  be  denied  a  chance  of 
throwing  another  into  the  Bull's-eya 


Since  the  foregoing  iTniarks  went  to  press,  it  appears* 
that  the  Pritchett  ball  has  been  found  wanting,  both  in 
England  and  ia  the  Crimea ;  its  flight  is  said  to  be  irre- 
gular, and  the  depo.sit  of  lead  in  the  barrel  so  great  that 
after  thirty  rounds  the  charge  cannot  l>e  got  down*  If 
this  be  so,  it  is  only  one  more  jiroof  of  the  necessity  for 
some  improvement  in  the  Board  appointed  to  judge  of 
and  superintend  warlike  missiles. 

When  Mr.  Pritchett  had  perreoted  his  ball,  it  was  tried 
in  the  three- groove  rifle,  for  which  it  waa  intended,  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results,  and  wa.^  fired  an  mdefinifce 
number  of  times  without  the  slightest  difficulty.  It 
ajipearSj  li:>wever,  that  thia  successful  trial  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  siitlsfy  the  new -bom  zeal  of  tlie  authoiitiea»  Ac- 
cordingly, a  conclave  of  gunmakei^  was  consulted  previous 
to  the  order  for  m ann f act n ring  being  sent  to  Enfield  j  but 
with  a  depth  of  wisdom  fiir  beyond  human  penetration 
they  never  asked  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pritchett,  who  had 
made  the  riiie  which  had  caiTied  the  hall  ho  eatisfao- 
torily. 

II  u  2 
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The  wise  men  decided  that  it  would  be  an  improye- 
ment  if  the  grooves  were  deepened — a  straDge  decision 
when  all  the  experience  of  the  day  tends  to  prove  that 
the  shallower  the  groove  the  better.  Down  went  the 
order ;  the  improved  rifles  were  made  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  in  the  month  of  March  they  went  to  the  seat  of  war. 
May  is  hardly  passed  by,  and  the  sad  fact  discovered  in 
the  Crimea  is  echoed  back  on  our  shores,  that  after  thirty 
rounds  the  soldiers  may  right  about  face  or  trpst  to  cold 
steel.  I  think  my  youngest  bo/ — if  I  had  one— would 
have  suggested  testing  the  improvement  before  indulging 
the  army  with  the  weapon.  Perhaps  the  authorities 
went  on  the  principle  that  a  rifle  is  a  rifle,  and  a  ball  is  a 
ball,  and  therefore  that  it  must  be  all  right.  It  might  as 
well  be  said  a  chancellor  is  a  chancellor,  and  a  black  dose 
is  a  black  dose ;  therefore,  because  an  able  .^ktculapins 
had  prescribed  a  draught  which  proved  eminently  useful 
to  bilious  Benjamin,  it  must  agree  equally  well  with 
lymphatic  William. — Never  mind,  my  dear  John  Bull, 
sixpence  more  in  the  pound  Income-tax  will  remedy  the 
little  oversight. 

To  thofle  who  are  amateurs  of  the  rifle,  I  would  recommend  a 
Pamphlet,  written  by  Chapman,  and  published  in  New  York  ;  it  is 
chiefly  intended  for  those  who  delight  in  the  infantine  or  octogena- 
rian amusement  of  peppering  a  target,  but  it  also  contains  many 
points  of  interest.  Among  other  subjects  discussed  are  the  follow- 
ing : — ^The  quantity  of  twist  requisite  in  a  rifle  barrel — the  gaining 
twist,  as  opposed  to  Mr.  Greener,  and  the  decreasing  twist — Uie  sin 
of  ball  best  suited  to  different  distances— the  swedge,  by  which  a 
ball,  being  cast  rather  lai^er  than  requisite,  is  compressed  into  a 
more  solid  mass — the  powder  to  use,  decreasing  in  size  of  the  gna 
in  proportion  to  the  diminishing  length  of  barrel  r— the 
muzzle,  by  which  the  lips  of  the  grooves  are  preserved  m  ah* 
razor,  &c.  The  pamphlet  can  easily  be  procured  thrcNi 
Appleton,  of  New  York  and  London. 
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Tabular  Comparison, 

rpHE  object  of  the  following  Table  is  to  enable  the 
-*■  reader  at  a  glance  to  see  the  difference  existing  in 
several  interesting  points  between  this  country  and  the 
Unit,ed  States.  Certain  data  are  given  in  the  years 
1828  and  1853,  to  show  the  progress  made  in  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century.  The  .colonies  are  not  included  in 
any  of  the  following  calculations.  The  man  who  expects 
to  find  perfect  accuracy  in  any  statistical  document  deal- 
ing with  subjects  on  a  grand  scale,  must  indeed  be  bmt 
slightly  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  of  the  work,  and 
with  the  errors  which  will  creep  in,  even  when  under  the 
management  of  the  most  experienced  hands.  I  can  only 
say  that  I  have  taken  every  pains  to  avoid  mistakes,  and 
in  presenting  this  Table  to  the  reader,  I  claim  no  more 
than  a  man  of  business  does  in  sending  in  his  accoimt, 
and  sign  it,  *  errors  excepted.' 

The  reader  is  requested  to  turn  to  the  notes  at  the 
end  of  the  Table,  which  are  indispensable  to  its  compre- 
hension in  many  places. 


Uuited  Kingdom. 

United  States. 

Area  in  square  miles  .     . 

.      .      120,000     .     . 

.     3,500,000 

Bailroad,' miles  of  * 

.      .          8,068     .     . 

13,266 

Railway,  miles  of   .     . 

.      .        15,068      .      . 

16,535 

Telegraph,  miles  of*'  . 

.      .          8,298     .      . 

16,735 

Wire,  miles  of  .     .     . 

.     .      .        44,845     .      . 

33»38i 
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Population 


1838  . 
1850  . 
1838    . 

1853  . 
1838'   . 

1853    . 

1838    . 

1853  • 
1838*  . 

.  1853  • 
National  Debt,  1853* . 
Ambassador  to  Paris'  . 
Secretary  of  Legation . 
Law« 


Beyenue 

tt 
Imports 

f» 

Erports 

tt 
Tonnage 


United  Kin^om. 
33.400,000     . 
37,400,000     . 
iS55,i87,i43 

54»430»344 

45,038.805 

123.099,313 

.      36,813,756 

•  98.933.781 
3,161,373 
3.969.158 

^771.335.801 

8,ooo 

I, coo 

10,000 


MiLITAEY.** 

Army  and  Ordnance  Esti- 
mates, 1853    ....      £9,685,079 

Number  of  commissioned 
officers 6,815 

Non-commissioned  officers 

and  rank  and  file     .    .  143,815 


United  States. 
13,000,000 
23,300,000 

£5.09^136 
13,880,880 
18,587,063 
56.275.515 
15.175.583 
48.504*992 
1,741,392 
4,407,010 

£11,830,593 

3.150 
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1,680 


^3,250,1.53 

952 

9.377 


Full  Pay  and  Allowances  per  annum. 

Genera] £3,076  . 

Adjutant-Creneral  .''    .     .  1,384  . 

Quartermaster-General   .  1,384  . 

Brit^adier-General  .     .     .  530  . 

Infantry  Col.  of  the  Line  500  . 

„        Lieut.-Col.  do.  310  5 

„        Major         do.  393  o 

M        Captain 

„       Lieut. 


%47 
461 
621 
621 
418 
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Infantry,  2nd  Lieut,  or 
Ensign  of  the  Line . 
Colonel  of  Cavalry,  do. 
Lieut. -Colonel  do.  do. 
Major  do.  do. 

Captain  do.  do. 

Lieutenant  do.  do. 
and  Lieutenant  or  Cor- 
net do.  do. 
Colonel  of  Engineers  . 
Lieut.-Colonel  do. 
Major  do. 
Captain  do. 
Lieutenant  do. 
2nd  Lieutenant         do. 

Surgeons 

Do.  after  10  yrs.  service 

Assistant  Surgeons 
Do.  after  10  yrs.  service  J 


United  Kingdom. 

£>  95  16 
900  o 

419  15 
351  6 
266  3 

164  5 

146  o 

479  o 
330  10 
330  10 
217  10 

125  14 
loi  17 

237  5 
273  15 
155  2  Cav. 
136  17  Inf. 
200  10  Cay. 
182  10  Inf. 


United  States. 

£162 
461 
408 

355 

268 
226 

226 
461 
408 

355 
248 
206 
206 
315 
375 

I  206 
\   309 


Naval.* 


Navy  Estimate,  1853  .  £6,640,596                   .    .  £2,287,244 

Number    of    commis- 

sioned officers .     .     . 

4,480                    .     . 

971 

Number  of  petty  offi- 

cers, seamen,  &c. 

43»5oo                   .    . 

10,000 

Number  of  ships  in  the 

436  built           .    . 
39  building     .     . 

Navy,  1 853, built  and 
building     .     .     .     .  ^ 

73 

47  a 
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i'fly  of  Officers. 

United  Kingdom. 

United  StiOei. 

Admiral  of  the  Meet  .    .    Full  pay  £2190 

0 

.     .iB945   0 

»» 

.   Half  pay 

1 150 

0 

•     •    735   0 

Admiral  in  Command  .     .   Full  pay 

1835 

0 

.     .    840   0 

i> 

.    Half  pay 

776 

0 

.     .      — 

Captains 

Full  pay,  highest  class 

701 

0 
0 

ft 

„           lowest  class 

400 

•    735  0 

»»          • 

Half  pay,  highest  class 

264 

0  ; 
0 ! 

f» 

„            lowest  class 

191 

•    525  0 

Commanden 

1 .     .     .    .     .    Full  pay 

301 

2 

.    .    525  0 

»» 

Half  pay,  to  first  150 

182 

10 
2 

.    378  0 

St 

„        to  remainder 

155 

Lieutenants 

Full  pay,  highest  class 

200 

15 
10 

.    378   0 

»» 

„         lowest  class 

182 

It 

Half  pay,  highest  class 

127 

15 
5} 

It 

„         lowest  class 

91 

.    252   0 

Surgeons    . 

Full  pay,  highest  class 

328 

10 

.    .    504   0 

ft 

„          lowest  class 

182 

10 

.    .    210  0 

» 

Half  pay,  highest  class 

373  15 

.    .    378   0 

ft 

„         lowest  class 

91 

5 

.    .      — 

Aa.-Surg.  . 

Full  pay,  highest  class 

165 

15 

.    .    252   0 

It 

„         iowest  class 

129 

5 

.    .     199  10 

It 

Half  pay,  highest  class 

91 

5 

.    .    178  10 

It 

„         lowest  class 

36 

10 

.    .    136  10 

Paymasters 

Full  pay,  highest  class 

5CO 

7 

•    •    735   0 

It 

„         lowest  class 

191 

12 

•    •    315   0 

It 

Half  pay,  highest  class 

127  15 

It 

„          lowest  class 

91 

5 

.     .      -^ 

Passed  Midshipmen    .     .    Full  pay 

66  18    . 

.     157  10 

If            » 

.     .    Half  pay 

.     126   p 

Midshipmen 

Full  pay 

31 

18    . 

84   0 

»» 

Halfpay 

-      . 

•      63    0 
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United  Kingdom^ 

jMaatera*     .    Full  pay,  high,  clasa  338  10 

„  „      lowest  class  183  10 

„  .     Half  pay,  high,  class  237     5' 

„  *  „       ioM  est  class  91     5^ 

Second  Mafltera,  F,  pay,  higli*  class  91     5 

,t  .  „      lowest  class  66  18 

„  .         H.pay,  high*  class ; 

„  .  f,     lowest  clasa  , 

Warrt.  Offrs.  Full  pay,  high,  class  120    2 

„         ,,  ,,      lowest  class  86  13 

„         „    Half  pay,  high,  clasa  loi   17 

M         f,  M      lowest  class  63  17 

[Chief  Eng.      .   F.  pay,  high,  class  361  11 

„  .       „      lowest  class  183  10 

n  *  H*  pay,  high<  class  144    9 

„  .        „      lowest  class  ic)o     7 

*  Masters  in  the  Britiali  Navy  receive  in  addition 
ore  allowanc^js  :— firat,  secontl,  and  third  rates,  £73 
ftnd  BLicth  rateS;  £48  13^. ;  nloop^^  £38, 


United  Statea. 

.  231  O 

.  310  O 

-  157  JO 

.  157  1C> 

.  105  O 

.  84  O 

.  168  O 


the  f<dlowing 
;  fourth,  fifth, 


■  Hailroad  and  Railway. — Miles  of  railroad  is  the  diHtatioe  of 
country  traversed  :  Railway,  the  miles  of  iron  way  laid  down  on 
tliose  roada  ;  the  fonner  is  officially  given  in  bolli  countriea,  the 
Litter  I  have  calciilate<i  thus:— United  States,  3266  inilos  of  double 
railway — England,  7000  miles  of  double  railway.  This  proportion  I 
have  received  from  a  moat  competent  authority.  The  impossibility 
of  knowing  the  exact  amount  of  railway  Itjil  down,  may  be  imagined 
from  the*  fact  that  there  are  two  station f?  in  this  country,  in  on©  bf 
which,  a  little  under  2q  miles  ia  laid  within  the  limits  of  the  station, 
and  in  the  other,  mivre  than  ^o  tmlea  id  laid  down.  While  the 
extent  of  railway  in  England  appears  infinitely  greater  than  in  tbo 
United  States,  in  proiwrtioti  to  its  area,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  Republic  has  as  many  more  miles  in  progress  as  those 
already  completed. —  Vide  page  141,  &c. 
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^  Telboraph. — In  estimating  the  comparative  work  the  two 
countries  can  perform,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Americsn 
telegraphs  are  aU  single  wire  and  the  British  chiefly  two  wires,  and 
that  the  relative  proportion  of  work  they  are  capable  of  performing 
is,  single  wire  3,  two  wires  5,  vide  page  154.  Working  from  these 
data,  we  shall  find  that  the  total  power  of  telegraphic  communicationa 
in  England  is  as  f  i,  to  the  United  States  power  of  7. 

«  Imports.— The  value  of  the  imports  to  the  United  States  is  far 
below  the  true  figure,  in  consequence  of  the  system  adopted  by  them 
of  levying  duties  ad  valorem. 

^  Tonnage. — This  Table  is  not  of  much  value  as  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  tonnage  of  the  two  countries,  inasmuch  as  various  river 
boats  and  small  craft  are  not  included  in  the  returns  for  this  country, 
but  it  will  nevertheless  convey  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  relative  pro- 
gress made  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  The  number  of  ships 
in  this  country  has  increased  from  19,151  in  1838,  to  25,748  in  1855. 
The  increase  in  the  United  States  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain. 

*  National  Debt. — I  have  not  given  the  amount  in  1828,  because 
the  United  States  have  in  the  interim  very  nearly  wiped  out  all  debt ; 
it  owes  its  present  existence  very  essentially  to  the  Mexican  war, 
&c.  In  a  money  article  in  The  Times  of  March,  1854,  I  find  it  stated 
that  *  out  of  the  Federal  debt  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to 
£11,650,000,  the  amount  held  by  foreigners  was  supposed  to  be 
£5,400,000  ;  while  of  the  stocks  of  the  several  States,  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  £38,150,000,  the  estimated  amount  held  by 
foreigners  was  £22,300,000.  The  returns  in  relation  to  city,  railroad, 
and  other  stocks  and  bonds,  which  have  not  yet  been  furnished,  will 
probably  reach  a  much  higher  total. '  The  foregoing  will  show  hew 
greatly  America  is  indebted  to  British  and  other  capital  for  her  pros- 
perity. In  an  abstract  of  the  capital  subject  to  legacy  duty  in  Eng- 
land, I  find  that  in  1828  it  amounted  to  £39,099,523  ;  in  185 1  it  had 
risen  to  £51,835,620. 

'  Diplomacy. — Formerly,  a  minister  received  a  year's  salary  as 
outfit,  and  half  that  sum  as  infit  upon  his  return  home.  That  system 
has  been  recently  altered,  and  a  Uu-ger  annual  salary  substituted. 

s  Law. — It  is  impossible  to  institute  any  comparison  between  the 
two  countries  in  this  respect,  owing  to  the  complex  nature  of  the 
government  in  the  United  States,  each  State  having  its  own  judidary; 
The  salaries  in  the  Table  are  those  of  the  highest  paid  in  i 
Lord  Chancellor  in  England,  and  the  Attom0v<4 
United  States ;  the  former  has  a  retiring  pension 

^  Military. — It  is  impossible  to  find  any  est 


highest  gp-adea  in  the  two  countriea.  Major-general  being  the 
highest  rank  in  the  United  States^  I  ha-vp  compartil  it  with  a  full 
General  in  England.  Tliere  are  also  additional  allowances  in  the 
£eld  befure  an  enemy  :  but  those  minute  details  would  be  alike  tedious 
and  difficult  of  comparison.  In  tbt?  United  States,  the  pay  of  the 
Artillery  and  the  Line  ia  the  same ;  in  England  the  Artillery  is 
nearly  tbe  aanve  as  the  Engineers.  In  the  United  States,  Cavalry 
and  Hifiemen  are  piiid  alike  ;  in  England^,  H^fienien  are  paid  tbe  saii^e 
a.s  the  Line.  In  the  United  States,  a  colonel  of  a  legiment  meana 
what  it  says ;  in  England  it  meajjs  a  general  officer^  wlio>  f^jr  dis- 
tinguished aerviceSj  or  liy  distin^jnisUed  &70ur,  receives  the  appoint- 
ment and  pockets  the  £500  a  year. 

*  NAV^^ — There  is  a  d  faculty  in  instituting  a  comparison  of  the 
higher  ranks,  owing  to  the  different  appellationii.  The  senior  captain 
in  tbe  United  States  Navy  Li  the  higbest  paid  offi^r^  I  therefora 
place  bis  pay  opposite  to  tbo  admiral  of  the  fleet.  In  the  same  man- 
ner I  place  tbe  United  States  pay  to  a  captain  of  squatlron  opposite 
the  pay  of  an  ad  mi  nil  in  command.  Tbe  table  money  aliowed 
to  admirals  is  not  inchiden:!.  The  captaincy  pay  in  tbe  United  States  ia 
tmif'trm  ;  as  it  v  ries  in  Eng  and  witli  the  rate  of  vessel  which  he  com- 
mands, I  have  given  tbe  big  best  and  tbe  lowest  in  that  and  all  similar 
cases.  The  Board  which  sat  on  the  aubject  of  naval  pay  were 
graciously  p!eased  to  allow  the  captains  of  small  frigates  £400  a 
year,  '  as  it  was  desii"able  tbey  should  entertain  their  officers  at  table/ 
Tlie  8tmK3[idoua  liber-ility  which  thus  rimed  their  pay  to  a  par  with 
the  balf-pay  of  a  commandfjr  in  the  United  States  Navy  deserves  a 
grateful  record.  The  iminber  of  ships  is  given  in  masa  ;  tbeir  com- 
parative efficiency  would  require  long  details  to  exp'ain,  but  as  far 
as  I  am  capable  of  giving  au  opinion^  I  should  say  that  about  one- 
half  of  tbe  United  States  Navy,  and  three- fourths  of  tJie  British 
l^avy^  might  be  made  avidlable  for  war  purposes. 
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The  pay  of  our  able  seamen  is  £24  68,  Sd.  per  annnm, 
or  if  entered  for  continuous  service,  it  is  then  £28  ijs,  iid. 
In  America  it  is  regulated  by  the  President,  and  fluc- 
tuates with  the  demands  of  the  merchajit  service  for 
seamen.  At  present  (1855)  it  is  upwards  of  X50  a  year. 
The  pay  of  the  soldier  in  the  United  States  has  lately 
been  raised,  and  is  at  present  about  £28  a  year,  besides 
being  'found;'  in  England  it  is  £18  5«.  a  year,  with  the 
pleasure  of  finding  himself  in  most  things. 

Independent  of  the  difference  of  pay  which  exists  be- 
tween the  privates  and  seamen  in  the  United  States  and 
the  same  ranks  in  the  British  services,  there  is,  as  we 
have  seen,  a  very  considerable  difference  in  the  pay  of 
the  commissioned  officers  of  the  two  nations.  As  feu:  as 
the  Navies  are  concerned,  no  further  comparison  is  needed, 
inasmuch  as  the  uniforms  and  messes  in  both  cases  are 
pretty  much  on  a  par  as  to  expense.  The  champagne 
and  hock  mania  with  which  the  midshipman's  berth  of 
the  Royal  Navy  was  visited  some  years  ago  in  the  Medi- 
terranean Fleet  has  long  since  subsided,  and  the  officers 
of  either  Navy  can  live  on  their  pay. 

With  regard  to  the  armies,  there  is  a  marked  difference 
in  the  two  great  items  of  expense,  uniform  and  mess. 
The  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  like  his  brother 
officer  on  salt  water,  can  cover  all  his  expenses  with  his 
pay,  as  the  uniform  and  living  are  both  plain  and  mode- 
rate. In  England  it  has  long  been  a  reproach,  either  to 
the  army  or  to  the  nation,  that  the  military  officer,  espe- 
cially in  the  junior  ranks,  and  more  particularly  in  the 
cavalry,  is  absolutely  unable  to  live  upon  his  pay.  The 
ridiculous  expense  of  his  uniform,  the  extravagance  of  his 


,j  the  subscription  to  band,  &:c.,  tfec,  render  it  indis- 
pensttble  tLat  lie  ahould  possess  private  funda  to  draw 
upon  for  his  al>sohite  necessities,  on  the  top  of  all  which 
must  be  added  tlie  capital  requisite  to  purchase  promo- 
tion, without  which  means  he  might  enjoy  the  satisfaction 
of  spending  his  sixtieth  birthday  as  a  jolly  old  senior 
lieutenant.  The  United  States  promotion  is  by  seniority, 
and  no  advancement  takes  [>ldce  frnm  the  ranks  in  time 
of  peace.  Their  small  nnmbere  render  the  system  of 
seniority  practicable  without  much  inconvenience.  What 
steps  we  should  take  to  prevent  poverty  being  a  bar  to 
talent,  either  entering  the  service,  or  obtaining  advance- 
ment when  in  it,  I  leave  to  those  who  undei'stand  the  sub- 
ject better  than  I  can  pretend  to  ;  and  I  must  also  hand 
over  to  the  same  authonties  the  coiisidenitiou  of  the  ques- 
tion, should  the  military  officer  s  pay  he  raised,  or  should 
the  eacpenso  of  his  uniform,  mess,  &c.,  be  reduced  1 

I  leave  this  nut  with  the  public,  and  shall  be  delighted 
to  find  some  one  able  to  crack  it, 

EDUCATroN.^ — The  statistics  on  this  subject  in  both  coun- 
tries are  so  complicated  that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to 
institute  any  comparison  pretending  to  exactitude.  In 
rough  numbei'w^  it  may  be  aSvSerted  that  the  Unittal  States 
possess  schooling  for  4,000,000  out  of  a  population  of 
23,000,000,^  and  the  United  Kingdom  educates  3,000,000 
out  of  a  population  of  27,000,000.  Tlic  greater  portion  of 
the  instruction  in  the  States  is  higher  than  in  this  country ; 
the  number  of  girls  educated  at  home  in  England  is  far 
greater  than  in  America.     In  making  the  foregoing  com- 
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paxison,  which  is  so  fkvourable  to  the  Republic,  the 
enormous  extent  of  school  lands,  daily  increasing  in  valae, 
which,  while  costing  the  community  nothing,  are  adding 
considerably  to  the  school  funds,  should  be  borne  in 
mind. 

Church. — Statistics  of  churches  and  sittings  are  also 
of  a  very  complicated  nature.  I  can  therefore  only  give 
a  rough  total. 

The  United  States  churches  are  36,000  in  number, 
and  their  sittings  14,000,000.  The  churches  of  England 
and  Scotland  are  37,863  in  number,  and  their  sittings 
1 3,500,000.  I  have  no  return  for  Ireland.  By  the  aboye 
it"  will  be  seen  that,  for  the  same  amount  of  population, 
Great  Britain  has  more  churches  and  fewer  sittings  than 
the  United  States  ;  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  in  the  Bepnblic  all  is  voluntary,  whereas  in 
Great  Britain  nearly  one-half  is  State  Church.  In  jus- 
tice to  my  own  country,  it  should  be  stated  that  upwards 
of  i3,ooo  churches  have  been  added  between  183 land 
1 85 1,  of  which  3,039  hclong  to  the  Establishment. 

Charities. — On  this  point  it  is  so  difficult  to  obtain 
any  reliable  information,  that  I  have  quite  given  up  any 
attempt  at  a  comparison ;  and  moreover,  the  high  price 
employers  are  compelled  to  give  to  their  workmen  ren- 
ders distress  so  unnecessary — ^if  I  may  use  such  a  term 
— in  the  States,  that  no  figures  could  convey  any  idea 
how  far  the  necessities  of  the  case  were  respectively  met 
in  the  two  countries.  I  merely  allude  to  the  subject  in 
case  any  Bepublican  should  cast  his  eye  over  the  page, 
and  in  order  that  he  may  know  how  ridiculous  and  bare- 
&x^d  are  the  falsehoods  with  which  the  rowdy  portion  of 
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the  Press  of  his  country  caters  to  the  morbid  appetite  of 
the  transatlantic  gulls  wht>  are  brought  up  in  the  belief 
that  hatred  of  the  mother-country  is  one  of  the  noblest 
aspirations  of  the  Republican  heart.  The  line  of  attack 
commonly  taken  is  to  set  forth  all  the  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence of  England  as  united  to  grind  down  the  poor^ 
whom  they  are  stated  to  treat  worse  than  serfs,  and  for 
whose  well-being  they  are  said  never  to  care. 

Some  idea  of  the  ignorance  or  effrontery  of  the  writers 
of  such  articles  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  there 
are  530  voluntary  charities  in  the  City  of  London  alone, 
expending  annually  £1,800,000 — a  sum  equal  to  one- 
seventh  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States ;  and 
this  without  taking  any  note  of  those  many  acts  of  minor 
charity  which  may  fairly  be  supposed  to  flow  from  so 
benevolent  a  channel.  Washington  has  been  often 
termed  the  *  City  of  Magnificent  Distances ;'  I  beg  per- 
mission to  christen  London  the  *  City  of  Munificent 
Charities.' 


THE   END. 
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